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REFACE 


B  H  t  W  I  N  c 


Design  of  fiich  a  Short  View  of  Scripture? 


History,  and  the  Advantages  of  it. 


H  E  Holy  Scripture  is  divided  into  Two  Booksi^ 
which  are  commonly  called  the  Oli>  Testament  and 
the  New.  And  as  each  of  thefe  Books  contain  fever il 
Articles  or  Proportions  which  God  has  revealed  ho  Men 
for  the  dire&ion  of  their  Faith  and  Practice  in  the  fnc- 
ceffive  Ages  of  the  World  ;  fo  there  are  feveral  Hiflories 
contained  in  them,  or  Narratives  of  the  Lives  and 
Deaths  of  Men,  of  the  Affairs  of  Nations,  and  efpeciall/ 
of  the  Tranlaftions  of  God  with  Mankind. 

Some  Knowledge  of  thefe  hiflorical  matters  is  necefla- 
fry  and  ufeful,  in  order  to  obtain  a  more  clear  and  full 
Acquaintance  with  the  Principles  of  our  holy  Religion* 
as  well  as  to  afiiit  and  engage  us  in  the  Pra&ice  of  it  by 
way  of  Motive.  It  is  the  Idiftory  all  along  introduces 
the  peculiar  DoRririe  and  Duties  ;  and  all  the  latter 
Revelations  of  the  Mind  and  Will  of  God,  relating  to 
Religion,  have  fome  Connection  with  and  Dependence 
upon  the  Events  which  went  before. 

The  very  Gofpel  of  Christ  confifts  partly  in  the 
Hillory  of  his  Life  and  Death  ;  nor  can  the  other  Parc 
of  it,  namely,  the  Do&rines  and  Duties,  be  fo  well  un- 
derftood  without  fame  Knowledge  of  the  Law  of  Mofes * 
the  Ceremonies  of  the  Jews,  the  Religion  of  the  Patri¬ 
archs,  and  the  Tranfadicns  of  God  with  Adam ,  the  firft 
Father  of  all  Mankind. 

The  great  and  blelfed  God  at  one  Tingle  View  furveys 
all  his  own  Works  andDtftgns,  from  t He  beginning  to 
the  end  of  them ;  and  every  Part  of  his  grand  Scheme 
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francs  in  a  delightful  Harmony  with  the  reft.  T-Je  haP 
ordained  a!)  hi*;  more  early  Dealings  with  Men  in  fuch  a 
Manner ,  a?  to  let  in  divine  Light  by  fevers!  Gradations 
ypen  a  dark  World,  and  to  lay  a  happy  Foundation  for 
its  late  .ft  and  bell  Revelation  made  by  his  own  Sen,  and 
his  Apojlles  :  and  in  many  Cafes  the  former  Laws, 
Ordinances,  and  i  ran  factions,  are  evidently  defigned  to 
prefigure  and  fhsdow  out,  as  wcil  as  to  introduce  thole 
which  follow.  Adam ,  our  frf  Fa  her,  by  whom  Sin 
and  Death  were  brought  into  the  World,  was  a  Ty  pe  or 
figure  of  Jefus  the  fecond  4dam ,  who  brought  in 
Right eoufnefs  an  i  Life,  Rom.  v.  14.  1  Cor.  xv.  21,  22, 
45'  49*  The  Law  of  Mofes  was  a  Shadow  of  the  good 
Things  which  were  to  come ;  but  the  Body  an  3  Sub&ance 
ol  thefe  Bleflings  was  given  us  by  Christ  our  Saviour, 
C°l  ii.  17.  Heb .  x.  r.  And  h  is  certain  we  may  obtain 
a  more  extenfive  and  complete  Knowledge  of  Chrif  uni¬ 
ty,  by  our  Acqua'ntance  with  the  facred  Affairs  of  Adam 
»rd  Noah,  of  Abraham  and  Mofes ,  and  the  Sons  of  Ifrael. 

Eefides,  ic  is  the  Hiftory  of  the  Bible,  which  hath 
conveyed  down  to  us  the  Knowledge  of  tkofe  Miracles 
and  divine  Wonders  which  have  been  wrought  by  the 
Prophets,  the  immediate  Meifengers  of  Lleaven,  to 
prove  that  they  were  fent  of  Gcd  :  It  is  in  this  Hiftory 
we  read  thole  Prophecies  of  Things  to  come,  together 
with  the  AcComplifliment  of  them,  which  Hand  in  a 
be  autiful  Connection  from  the  Beginning  of  the  World 
feo  the  Days  of  the  MeJJtah .  All  of  them  join  to  confirm 
our  Faith  in  the  feveral  Revelations  of  Religion  which 
Gcd  has  made  to  the  Sons  of  Men  ;  and  all  concur  to 
eflablifli  the  lad  and  roMefl  Scheme  of  Religion,  that  is, 
Chriflianity .  Thus  the  very  Hiltory  of  Scripture  has  a 
powerful  and  rational  Influence  to  eftablifh  our  Belief  of 
the  Go  pel,  and  to  make  us  Chriflians  upon  folid  and 
fcafonable  Grounds. 

I  add  vet  further,  that  In  the  hiitorical  Part  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  we  read  the  holy  Laws  of  God,  exemplified  in  the 
Life  and  Practice  of  good  Men  in  feveral  ages  of  the 
World:  and  when  we  fee  the  Rules  of  Religion  copied 
out  in  the  Words  and  Actions  of  our  Fellow  Creatures, 
k  renders  (he  Performance  of  them  more  practicable  and 

mo  m 


jS'iOre  deli glit fal  to  us.  While  the  V>  ord  of  Command. 
Hands  in  the  Law  to  require  our  Obedience,  the  a&ual 
Obedience  of  our  Fathers  to  thofe  Commands  recorded 
in  the  Kiilorv  invites  our  Imitation,  and  makes  the 

J 

Work  more  eafv. 

To  conclude  :  We  find  not  only  the  Precepts  but  the 
'Se'i&iGns  of  the  La^  of  God  exemplified  in  the  Narra¬ 
te  of  Scripture.  How  often  do  we  read  the  P/omifes 
of  od  fulfilled  in  the  P.e  wares  of  the  Righteous,  and 
his  Thrcatenings  executed  again  ft  wilful  1  ranfgreffors  * 
These  Things  fet  the  Government  of  God  before  cur 
Eyes  in  a  itronger  Light  ;  they  (hew  us  that  his  M.  Ords 
of  Promife  and  Threatening  are  not  crr.pyy  Sounds  :  and 
make  it  aooear  with  feniible  Conviction,  that  he  will 
ccr:ainlv  reward,  and  that  W:  will  as  certainly  punith. — 
The  many  wonderful  In  fiances  of  a  Divine  Providence 
which  concerns  itfelfin  the  Affairs  of  Men,  and  which 
are  recorded  in  the  Word  of  God,  have  a  natural  Ten¬ 
dency  to  awaken  our  Fear  of  fo  great  and  glorious  a 
Being,  and  to  encourage  our  Hope  and  Truit  in  him. 
In  a  Word  ;  the  Perfections  of  God,  whereby  lie  made 
2nd  governs  the  World,  are  fet  before  our  Eyes  by 
Scripture  Hiftory  in  fuch  divine  Colours,  as  give  us  a 
more  awful  and  amiable  Idea  of  God  hlmfelf,  than  any 
Words  of  Description  could  have  done,  without  fuch  an 
hiftoiical  Account  of  his  Works  of  Nature,  Grace,  and 
Providence. 

Since  then  it  appears,  that  feme  Know  led  ye  of  tiu* 
Hiit.ory  &f  tScripfure  is  neceffary  and  iTful  to  every  one 
among  us  who  would  know  and  lc^e  God,  and  be  a  Par¬ 
taker  of  his  Favour,  the  next  '1  King  to  be  enquired  is* 
how.  this  Knowledge  may  be  beft  attained  ?  How  find! 
Perfons,  whole  Capacity  is  weak,  or  who  have  Ltt’d 
Time  to  employ  on  thefe  Subjects,  be  led  in  the  fhortefi: 
and  eafifi  Way  to  a  competent  Acquaintance  with  tho 
facred  Hificry  ?  And  how  fa  all  thofe  who  are  yoang  in. 
Years,  be  trained  up  in  the  plained  and  moil  alluring 
Manner  to  fome  Knowledge  of  thefe  important  Affairs, 
till  their  growing  Arne  and  further  Advantages  lhall 
give  them  a  more  exten five  and  capricious  V dew  or  all  th$ 
Tranfadlions  between  God  and  Men  recorded  in- Scrip¬ 
ture  ?  A  z  The 
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The  Bible  itfelf  Is  a  very  large  Book,  ard  thiugh  it 
©ught  to  be  read  (at  leak  many  Parts  of  it)  by  Perfons  of 
ail  Charafters  and  Conditions,  yet  the  reducing  of  the 
ieveral  I  Kings  contained  in  it  to  a  fhort  and  narrov* 
View,  by  way  of  Abridgment,  is  fo  exceeding  ufefui, 
that  I  had  almok  called  it  neceJJ'ary ,  at  leak  for  Youth, 
and  for  Perfons  in  the  lower  Ranks  of  Life,  who  have 
fewer  Conveniences  and  Advantages  of  Knowledge.  X 
have  made  this  fufiicientfy  evident  with  regard  to  the 
Doftrine*  and  Duties  of  Religion,  in  rny  Difcourfe  cop - 
cernlng  the  Compoftion  and  life  of  Catechifms ,  to  which 
1  refer  my  Reader  :  And  the  fame  Argument  will  hold 
good  with  regard  to  the  kiftorical  Part  of  Scripture.— 
There  I  have  (hewn  particularly  how  needful  it  is  to  col- 
left  the  great  Articles  and  Rules  of  cur  Religion,  which 
lie  icaitered  up  and  down  in  the  Bible,  into  a  fherter 
Scheme  for  the  Ufe  of  younger  Underkandings ;  and 
I  have  given  my  Reafons  alio,  why  the  Catechetical 
Method  of  fftieflion  and  Anfwer  is  preferable  to  all 
other  Methods  of  Inkruftion  ;  and  I  need  not  repeat  the 
fame  Things  here,  with  regard  to  ficred  Hikory. 

It  is  proper  the  Reader  fhould  kno  w,  that  at  the  End 
of  the  Hijlory  of  the  Old  Tef  ament  I  have  inferted  end 
Chapter ,  wherein  the  Jewifh  Affairs  are  continued  from 
the  Time  of  Nehetniah  (where  the  facred  Writers  end) 
down  to  the  Time  of  Chrik  and  the  Gofpel.  This  is 
borrowed  from  the  bek  ancient  Writings  we  have  of 
thefe  Events,  namely,  the  Books  of  Maccabees  in  the 
Apocrypha ,  and  the  Hikory  of  Jofephus ,  though  I  am 
greatly  indebted  al fo  to  Dr.  Prideaux' s  Riftorical  Con -» 
re  ft  ion  of  the  Old  and  Ne*w  Tejlament ,  wherein  thefe 
Narratives  are  fo  happily  reduced  to  a  Chronological 
Order,  and  embellifhed  and  emproved  with  many  valu¬ 
able  Hints  from  Heathen  Hikorians. 

And  to  render  the  Work  yet  more  ufeful  in  thefe  Days 
of  Infidelity,  I  have  added  another  Chapter ,  which  I  cal! 
a  Prophetical  Gonneftion  between  the  Old  and  New  Tefla - 
ment %  wherein  the  moft  eminent  Prophecies  relating  to 
our  Blefled  Lord  are  fet  down  in  one  View,  together 
with  their  Accomplikiment  ;  that  younger  Minds  may 
fe«  how  much  this  Great  Mejfiah ,  or  anointed  Saviour, 
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was  foretold  and  ex  petted  through  all  Ages,  and  may 
have  their  Faith  of  Chrill  built  early  upon  a  .olid  Foun- 

datum.  , ,  ,  •  . 

1  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but  to  acquaint  th„ 

Reader  with  the  Method  I  have  taken  in  compofing  this 
Work,  and  with  the  Ufe  that  he  fnould  make  of  it,  _ 

In  framing  this  Book,  I  have  obfervedthe  following 

Rules,  namely, 

I,  I  have  proceeded,  for  the  mcri  part,  according  t® 
the  Order  of*  Things  as  they  lie  in  the  Books  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  ;  but  ftill  endeavouring  to  maintain  fome  Conne-u- 
on  throughout  the  whole  Hiftory.  Yet  I  cannot  fay  , 
hare  always  reduced  Things  to  that  Order  in  which 
they  were  tranfatted  :  For  in  feveral  Places  I  found  tnat 
a  Drift  Obfervatior.  of  Chronology  would  have  inter- 
mingled  too  many  incidents  of  c  ilk  rent  Kinds,  would 
have  broken  the  Scheme  of  Things  I  had  propofed,  ©r 
interrupted  the  Narrative  of  fome  particular  Event,  and 
jendered  the  Hiftory  much  more  unconnected  and  Un¬ 
agreeable  to  thofe  for  whom  I  write. 

II,  Though  I  have  not  been  folicitous  to  infert  every 

incident,  and  the  Name  of  every  Perfon  contained  in 
the  Old  Teltament,  yet  I  have  omitted  fcarce  any  Name 
or  remarkable  Tranfaftion  which  has  been  referred  to  or 
cited  in  the  New,  or  has  any  Connection  with  the  Goipel 
of  Chrift,  which  is  the  Religion  of  Chnftians.  It  was  not 
poftible  to  infert  all  the  particular  Narratives  contained 
in  the  Scripture,  without  making  another  Boott  almoft 
as  big  as  the  Bible  itfelf ;  Whereas  my  prime  Defign 
was  to  give  an  Abjirad  or  Jbort  Yie™  of  the  f acred  lliftorj , 
for  the  Ufe  of  Perfons  of  fuch  Age,  Capacities  or  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Life,  as  are  not  able  to  attend  to  much  Read¬ 
ing,  nor  gain  a  fuller  and  more  accurate  Knowledge  of 
the  Tranfa&ions  of  Gcd  with  Men.  ^ 

HI,  I  have  added  the  Chapter  and  \Trfe  of  one  or 

more  Texts  of  Scripture  to  every  Anfwe?  that  required 

it,  that  the  Reader  might  be  invited  to  fearch  his  Bible, 
and  there  gain  a  larger  and  more  particular  Acquaintance 
w  ith  thofe  hiftorical  Matters  which  I  have  briefly  men¬ 
tioned  in  a  Line  or  two.  If  young  Perfons  by  this 
Means  are  allured  to  grow  familiar  with  the  Word  of 

A  3  '  God, 
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G°d,  I  am  perfuaded  the  Advantage  they  m;y  reap 
thereby  will  richly  cc  mperifate  all  their  Labours  in  read- 

hiftorical  Abridgment  of  Scripture,  and  all  my 
rams  in  writing  it. 

IV  It  is  a  i  divided,  into  Chapters ,  and  fome  Chap¬ 
ter*  into  Sections)  with  a  new  Title  to  each.  This  will, 
xn  lb  trie  Meafurc,  give  a  com  prehenfivc  View  of  the 
Method  ana  Or aer  the  Whole.  It  is  evident  that  the 
Catechetical  horm  of  Quejlion  and  Anfvoer  takes  off  th® 
I  ireibmenefs  or  Reading  from  younger  Minds,  and  per¬ 
petually  allures  their  Enquiry  and  Cunoiity  onward  oy 
ihort  AnLvers.  without  that  Wearinefs  which  arifes 
from  many  long  continued  Rages  of  mere  Narrative  i 
Ana  in  the  lame  Manner  a  proper  Diflin&ion  of  the  Hif- 
lory  into  Chapters  and  Sections  under  different  Titles, 
lenders  the  Work  of  Pleading  much  more  delightful  by 
the  frequent  returning  Reds  and  Paufes, 

V.  Since  1  intended  it  originally  for  Perfons  of  young¬ 
er  i  ears,  and  the  common  Rank  of  Mankind,  I  have 
Jludied  generally  to  ufe  fuch  Words  and  Forms  of  Speech 
as  are  molt  plain  and  eafy  to  be  underilood.  It  would 
Jiot  have  anfwered  my  Defign  fo  well,  if  I  mud  have  Pent 
my  Reader  too  often  to  nis  Dictionary  to  enquire  the 
Meaning  of  hard  Words  and  Latinized  Expreffuns. 

VI*  Vet  I  have  not  fo  confined  myfelf  to  the  Service 

my  unlearned  Readers,  as  to  negledl  all  ufeful  Criti- 
cifms  and  occafional  Remarks  to  clear  up  Difficulties  ; 
but  have  freely  interfperfed  them  throughout  the  whole 
Look,  fo  far  as  may  inform  the  Inquifitive  and  give 
kme  Hints  to  the  more  intelligent  Reader,  for  the  'fur¬ 
ther  Ulullration  offome  Paflages  of  Scripture  both  in  the 
Old  Teitament  and  the  New.  ■  .  * 

It  there  mould  be  found  any  Mifiakes  in  drawing  up 
this  HuMry,  which  might  have  been  rectified  by  further 
con  hiking  the  Writings  of  the  Learned,  i  would  only 
mention  one  Apology  for  myfelf ;  and  that  is,  a  great 
Part  of  it  was  drawn  up  in  the  Country,  at  a  Dilfance 
from  my  idual  Habitation,  whtre  1  had  no  learned 
V/ ritino to  confute,  and  was  confined  to  my  Bible  alone, 
A  friendly  IMorice  of  any  fuch  MiiUkcs  might  Occafiou 
%  Corrcftioa  of  them,- 


Let  me  here  fpeak  a  Word  or  two  more  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  Ufes  which  may  be  made  of  this  Summary  oi 

facred  Hillory.  i  * 

It  may  not  be  an  improper  Book  to  lie  con  flan  tly  m 

the  Nurfsry  or  the  Parlour ,  to  aflat  the  Inih UvAion  o 
Childien,  cr  the  Convention  of  grown  Tenons.  Ana 
if  this  and  other  ufeful  Books  were  buffered  always  to  lie 
In  the  Places  appointed  tor  Servants,  efpc  ciaiiy  in  great 
Families  it  might  be  an  Allurement  to  them  to  employ 
fome  of’  theii  Leifure  in  a  provable  Manner.  The 
placing  it  in  any  Room  of  ufual  Reflience,  may  entire 
Perfons  often  to  look  into  it,  anti  lead  them  into  an  cm  / 
Acquaintance  with  the  various  Dealings  o l  God  with 
Men  from  the  Beginning  oi  the  World,  ^ 

1  jqor  can  I  think  it  would  be  a  vatn  or  ufelefs  Employ¬ 
ment  for  Perfons  who  are  not  furniftied  wi  h  better  Ad¬ 
vantages  for  Scriptural  Knowledge,  to  read  it  over  once 
la  a  Year  or  two,  in  craer  to  keep  thefe  facred  Memoirs 
ever  frefli  in  their  .Minds.  Half  a  Chapter  in  a  Week 
would  be  no  heavy  Talk,  and  this  would  finilh  it  in  one 
Year’s  Time. 

May  the  divine  Blefling  attend  this  feeble  Endeavour 
of  mine  to  diifuie  the  Knowlelgeof  divine  Things  a- 
jnon^  Mankind,  and  to  furniih  Families  with  ufeful 
Matter  for  Converfation,  whereby  they  may  be  better 
fecured  asrainft  the  Temptations  cf  loofe  and  vicious 
Writings, ‘'and  vain  Difcourfe,  which  give  an  unhappy 
Tindlure  to  the  Imagination  in  early  Years,  and  tend  to 
defile  and  defljoy  the  Souk 
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T«*  HISTORY  or  thi  OLD 

testament. 

Ths  Introduction* 

THERE  is  no  Hiftory  in  the  World  fo  ancient  as 
the  Bible,  nor  is  there  any  which  gives  us  fo  early 
an  Acsount  of  Things.  The  Old  Teftament  begins  at 
the  Creation  of  the  World,  brings  us  into  Acquamtanc* 
with  Adam  and  Ew  our  firft  Parents,  informs  us  of the  r 
State  of  Innocence,  their  Sin  againft  God,  and  their 
beinz  driven  out  of  Paradife  ;  it  recounts  the  firft  Gene¬ 
rations  of  Men,  and  their  multiplied  Iniquities,  which 
provoked  God  to  deftroy  them  by  a  Flood. 

?  Then  it  treats  of  the  Charafter,  Circumftances  and 
Conduft  of  Noah  and  Abraham ,  and  of  their  Fam'lies 
after  the  Flood,  enlarging  moft  upon  the  Houlhold  c. 
Jacob,  or  J/racl,  the  Grandfon  of  Abraham,  who,  at 
the  Invitation  of  his  Son  Jofeph,  went  down  with  his 
Family  to  dwell  in  Egypt,  where  they  were  enflaved  by 
Pharaoh  the  King,  -  _he 
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,  The  Hiilory  proceeds  to  the  Deliverance  of  the  Ifrme 

f  "  he?  °‘  F;SyP“an  Bf  dage  by  Mojes  and  Aaron,  and 
f  hc‘n2  aPart  to  be  a  peculiar  People  to  God,  It 
Jc  uai.es  ic^avvs  and  Statutes  which  were  given  them, 
together  with  their  Sms  and  Puniihmcnts  while  they  were 

whi^rv'atT  ’  Tf!"2  t0  ths  Land  of  Cannan, 
wriich  God  had  promifed  them. 

I  hen  there  follows  an  Account  of  their  Conquelt  over 
tne  -Land  of  Lannan  under  the  Conduft  of  J,lhua  ;  their 
Government  by  Judges  feveral  hundred  Years  ;  and  after 

V  /  hne  13  f  ^frra-lve  of  ‘heir  four  firft  Kings,  viz. 

Darv>d,  Solomon,  and  Rehoboam.  in  his  Days  the 
action  was  divided  into  two  Kingdoms,  which  were 

thC  Klnsd°m  of  Jj"rael’  ‘ho  Kingdom  of 

I  here  are  alfo  particular  Records  of  the  Government 
of  t.i°:e  two  diftmdt  Kingdoms,  under  a  long  Succeflion 
or  u err  own  Kings,  till  they  were  both  carried  into  Can- 
tivity  by  the  Kings  of  AJJyria . 

After  this,  the  facred  Hiilory  relates  the  Return  of 
many  of  them,  (chiefly  the  Tribes  of  Judah  and  Benia- 
mc*J  lnt0;theii>  ov™  L^id,  and  their  rebuilding  the  City 
oi  Jeruf alem>  and  the  Temple  of  God,  and  the  Settle¬ 
ment  of  the  Affairs  cf  the  Church  and  State  by  Ezra  and 
Jeoemlahy  which  is  the  end  of  the  Historical  Part  of 
the  Old  Teflament, 

During  all  this  Time  there  is  an  Account  given  of  the 

i  f  L,  "^noers  wnich  were  fent  from 

Gon  on  fpecia!  Gccafions  to  reveal  his  Mind  and  Will  to 
, . en  *  .  And  there  is  alfo  a  larger  and  more  particular 
Narrative  of  the  Lives  or  Tranfadions  of  fome  extraor- 
drnary  Perfons,  feveral  of  which  are  much  interwoven 
with  the  oertes  of  the  Hiftory :  But  there  are  others  which 
feemto  Hand  feparate  and  diftinft  ;  fuch  are  the  Affairs 
relating  to  Job,  a  rioh  Man  of  the  Eaft.  Jonah  a  Pro- 
phet  in  Ifrael,  and  Ejlher  the  Queen  of  PerJza,  to  which 
I  have  added  fome  Account  of  Jeremiah  and  Daniel  the 
Prophets,  in  diftindl  Chapters. 

At  the  End  of  thefe  l  have  put  in  two  Chapters  before 
the  beginning  of  the  New  Tcftament,  which  contain  an 
Uijlorual  and  Prophetical  Connection  between  the 
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Old  Teft  ament  and  the  New  s  of  which  I  have  S‘^>'an 
Account  in  the  i  ntroduftion  to  thofe  particular  Chapters, 

»s  well  as  in  the  general  Preface. 


'  C  H  A  P.  I- 

The  Hijlory  of  Mankind  before  the  blood. 

»  Owed  tTOW  came  this  World  into  Being? 

’  O.  Avf.  In  the  Beginning  the  great  God 
made  Heaven  and  Earth,  and  all  Things  that  are  in  them, 
Gen ,  i.  I.  Exod*  xx.  n.  ,  .  , 

2  O  How  did  God  make  all  Tmngsr 

y/  By  Kis  powerful  Word;  for  he  commanded,  and 

iris  done,  Gen.  i.  3,  6,9.  &C.  Heb.  xr.  3- 

nS  w,  are  alfo  informed  in  the  New  Tefoment  ,  that 
God  created  all  things  by  ins  bon  JeJu  Cbnjt,  T;  • 
iii.  9.  and  that  his  Name  is  l he  Word  of  God,  John 

3  Q^WhW1' Time  did  God  fpend  in  making  th* 

W^!dGod,  who  could  have  made  all  Things  at  once, 
by  his  perfeft  Wifdom  and  Almighty  Power,  chofe  ra¬ 
ther  to  do  it  by  Degrees,  and  (pent  fix  Days  in  making 
the  World  with  the  Creatures  that  are  111  it,  Gen.  1.  31. 

a  Q  What  was  his  Wrok  on  the  firft  Day  ? 

A.  He  made  Light,  and  divided  it  from  the  Dark- 
nefs,  and  (he  Evening  and  the  Morning  were  the  hrft 

Day,  Gen.  i.  3,  5’  ^  a 

r  Q.  What  did  God  make  the  fecond  Day  i 

J,  The  Air,  or  the  lower  heavens,  which  are  here 
called  the  Firmament ,  and  the  Clouds,  whica  are  the 

Waters  above  the  Firmament,  wer.  o. 

6  Q  What  did  he  do  on  the  third  Day  ? 

\  A  He  feparated  the  Earth  from  the  Sea,  and  maoc 

the  Trees  vd  Habs  W  grow  ou:  of  the  Ground,  «r. 
9’  lz*  _  7  Q.  What 
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7  (V,LWhat  was  the  Work  of  the  fourth  Day  ? 

A.  I  he  Sun  Moon,  and  Stars,  which  were  appoint- 
ed  to  give  Light  upon  the  Earth,  and  to  make  our  Days 
our  Months,  and  our  Years,  w.  ,4>  lg.  • 

8  What  was  the  filth  Day’s  Work  ? 

w,fS  and  the  Filhes’  which  were  bethmads 
out  or  the  Water,  ver-  20,  23. 

9  And  what  was  the  fixth  and  laft  Day’s  Work  ? 

;  CrejPlc2  I hings,  Beafts,  and  Man,  which  were 

W  <r°JT  °f  the  £arth’  'wr'  2+-  26  ;  and  God 
blel.ed  his  Creatures,  and  pronounced  his  Works  all 
very  good,  ver.  28,  31. 

10  Whas  did  God  do  the  feventh  Day  ? 

A.  God  refted  from  his  Work  of  Creation,  and  fei 
apart  the  feventh  Day  for  a  holy  Sabbath,  or  Day  of 
Kef,  Gen.  n,  2,  3.  J 

11  O.  Who  were  the  firft  Man  and  Woman  that  God 
made  r 

A.  Adam  and  Eve,  Gen.  v.  .,  2.  ,  Cor.  xv.  45. 
Gen.  111.  20. 

1 2  In  what  Manner  did  God  make  Adam  ? 

A.  He  framed  his  Body  out  of  the  Dull  of  the  Ground, 
and  then  put  a  living  Soul  within<iiim,  Gen ,  ii.  7, 

1 3  Qi  How  did  God  make  Eve  ? 

A.  He  call  Adam  into  a  deep  Sleep,  and  formed  Eve 
out  of  one  of  his  Ribs,  and  then  brought  her  to  him  t© 
be  his  Wife,  Gen .  ii.  20,  21,  &c. 

14  In  what  State  did  God  create  them  ? 

A.  God  created  them  bath  in  his  own  Likenels,  in  a 

holy  and  happy  State,  which  is  called  the  State  of  In- 
nocence,  Gen.  i.  26. 

1 5  Q^,  Where  did  God  put  Adam  and  Eve  when  he 
had  made  them  ? 

A •  lnt0  the  Garden  of  Edeny  to  keep  it,  and  take 
Care  of  it,  that  even  in  the  State  of  Innocence  and  Hap- 

pinefs,  they  might  have  fome  Work  to  be  employed  in. 
Gen.  ii.  15.  # 

16  What  was  their  Food  in  that  Garden  ? 

A.  God  gave  them  Leave  to  eat  of  any  of  the  Herbs, 
Plants,  or  Fruits,  that  grew  there,  except  the  Fruit  of 
ene  Tree,  which  he  forbid  them  to  tafte  of,  on  Fain  of 

Death, 
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Def?’(^  Wha^ was  "the  Nate’  of  that  Tree  ? 

A.  hW.  JM * 

^w/.  bec.au[f  as  foon  aS  S  knew  Good  before  to 
Evil  to  his  Sorrow,  as  well  as  he  kne 

W!,?Sf0S  £  'J- "on  '  t“=  Sfo  .l»  i* 

•»  D«"  iru¥ ofif;  “ 

T™«?r,  *. ,/  Ujh 

Yes,  1  .  ,a  f  i  OMr^en  whole  Frait  was  alfo 
placed  in  the  mid  °A  - 1  .  ^  he  had  continued 

able  to  have  preferved  htinin  Life, ...  ^  ^  k  ^ 

Sp,lfg»  o(.«o„  in  .1.0  s»« 

ofinnoceacy  ?  Duties  toward  God,  and 

Jtfm  cSSU  "Hch  .he  rW.  of  N»u,«  «r 

Peafon  could  teach  him  ;  together  with  his  Observance 
of  tHis  one  pohtive  Precept  of  abftaining  from  the  F ruit 
£  Tulf  Knowledge;  and  this  was  given  lumas  a 
fpecial  Teft  or  Trial  of  his  Obedience  to  his  Maker. 

This  is  called  the  Dispinsation  ^/Innocence. 

20  Q.  How  did  Adam  behave  himfelf  in  this  Time  ot 

hiSJrHe'Jeat  of  the  Fruit  of  the  Tree  of  Knowledge., 
which  God  had  forbid  him  on  Pain  of  Death,  Gen.  n. 

'7t*% bHow  cate  Adam  to  difobey  God,  and  eat  of 

"S ^Winded  to  eat  of  that  deadly  Fruit, 
and  then  fhc  perfuaded  Adam  to  eat  of  it  too,  c 

‘ns  Q.  Who  tempted  Eve  to  eat  M  h  ?  . 

A.  The  Evil  Spirit,  that  is,  the  Devil,  which  lay  nd 
in  the  Serpent,  Gen.  in.  l.  2  Cor.  xt.  3.  and  foi 
Reafon  he  is  called  the  old  Serpent  Rev.  xn  .9. 

2,  O  What  Mifchief  followed  from  hence  . 
i  As  Adam  finned  againft  God,  fo  he  brought  in  Sm 
and  Death  among  ail  Mankind  who  were  his  Lhildr^ 


sc* 
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and  they  have  fpread  through  ail  Generation,,  R.mi 

r>  2f,  Q',Then  God  did  not  put  Adam  and  Eve  to 
Ueatli  is  -oon  as  they  had  finned  f 

yfo  fey  we*'e  condemned  to  die,  and  became 

^he  Garden  of  P  “r,  ?  5  ?hey  Were  dr^en  out  of 

Tree  of}  "  *,aradl'e>  that  they  might  not  tafte  oUhe 

«y  5fi,Sso?h1 ,f?d-  *h”  ,1“r  Li4  «”  *» 

les  :,he  Kavethema  kind  Tromife,  and  clothed 
them  wIth  the  Skim  ofSeafts,  becaufe  thev  were  naked 
^e?i.  in.  15,  21.  '  * 

2f  Qc  What  was  the  kind  Proaife  that  he  gave  them? 

„r  a  A'  t  }S  ^edoflbe  Woman  Jbouid  break  the  Head 
f  t tie  Serpent  who  tempted  them  to  fin,  CV*.  iii  ,  r. 

2  7  C4  Vv  ho  is  this  Seed  of  the  Woman  ? 

a.  i  be  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  the  Sot;  of  God,  who  in  due 
-t  itne  n>eas  born  of  a  it  oman,  Gai,  iv.  a. 

Ihad  PQ~  V>  ha£  “  mea“£  b/  lli$  br'akin£  the  Serpent's 

A  That  Chrift  fnould  deftroy  the  wicked  Works  and 
J)e%ns  Oi  the  Devil,  and  thereby  five  Mankind  from 
ti.ebuvand  Death  which  were  brought  m  among;  them 
by  ms  Tempta  ion,  i  John  iii  8.  lieb.  ii.  ja,  ic. 

,o29u  9^  )V  ?er!CCt  Came  l'ie  Skirs  ot  *be  Leafts  with 
■winch.  God  clotn.ed  Adam  and  E-ve  ? 

,ff*.  ^likely  God  taught  Adam  to  offer  Sacrifice* 

3t  t,us  1  irne;  anc*  thatthefe  were  the  Skins  of  the  BealU 
tiiat  were  offered  in  Sacrifice. 

dsotc  Whether  Flefh  was  eaten  by  the  religious  'Families 
before  the  .Mood,  is  uncertain  ;  hut  it  does  not  appear 
that  God  had/giveri  Adam  exprefs  Leave  to  eat  Fleff, 

en'  *•  29*  C^P*  ii.  26.  and  ix.  23.  and  then  there 
could  be  no  Skins  to  be  hid  from  Beads  killed  Mr 
.hoof. .  But  the  Sin  of  Man  deferved  Death  ;  and  i; 
was  probably  at  this  Time  that  God  appointed  Beaka 
to  be  fieri  (iced  cr  put  to  Death,  to  fluw  that  Sin  de- 
ftrved  Death,  and  to  make  a  fort  of  typical  Atcne- 
*ient,  or  Anfwer  for  the  bin  of  Man  ;  iince  cutting 

land 
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and  burning  God's  living  Creatures,  does  not  <eem  ^ 
be  a  Contrivance  of  Man  hunfclf  to  appeafe  G  od  For  , 
own  Sin.  Then  it  is  natural  tc ,  fuppofe  that .God 
clothed  Adam  and  Eve  with  the  Skins  oi  tho.e  pCa.ts 
which  were  facrif.ced  ;  to  Ihew  t.iern,  a  typical  o 
Lun'  tive  Wry,  that  ns  Clothes  covered  the  naked 
Body  from  Shame  and  Harm,  fo  Sacrifices,  _  oikr..  . 
a'-emdirm  to  God’s  Appointment,  fhouid  in  lorr.e 
Sen*  proteft  them  f.om  the  Punillunent  wh.ch  Sin 

had4ndCkfs'verypoffib:c,  God  might  inform  4 Jam 
an  thefe  Apoointments  were  only  a  r  igure  o  f 
Chrilf  the  great  Sacrifice,  the  Seed  of  the  iVoman,  wno 
ihould  make  a  real  and  cfieaual  Atonemert .  o,  “ 
hereafter  by  his  own  Death.  I  con.efs  all  this  uoc, 
not  fo  evidently  appear  in  the  Writings  ofMofs.  nor 
could  it  be  expe&ed,  where  the  Account  of  I  mn«  m 
thefe  early  Times  is  fo  exceeding  Ihort  ;  thougn  it  i- 
vcrv  agreeable  to  the  Difcovenes  made  m  the  fodo.v- 
in/pafts  of  Scripture.  I  add  yet  farmer.  _  tnat  Sacri¬ 
fices  might  be  inftituted  at  this  Time  with  tms  \  lew 
and  Defign,  even  though  Adam  him.e.i  mignt  no.  >e 
informed  of  it ;  for  the  great  God  does  not  always  im¬ 
mediately  reveal  to  his  Creatures  the  Rcafon  and  Le- 
f,gn  ol  all  his  Precepts  or  his  i  rovidtnces,  jcj 

W  Qc  Whftt  was  the  Religion  cf  Mm  after  me  vail 

or  Sin  of  /laam  T  __  v*  t 

/  All  the  Duties  of  the  Light  o.  Tsature,  wmen 

were  required  before  :  And  befides  thefe,  he  was  now 
called  to  Repentance  For  Sin,  Faith  or  Fruft  in  the  Mer¬ 
cy  of  God,  Expedition  of  the  promifed  oaviour.  and 
Offering  cf  Sacrifices.  This  is  called  the  Adamical 
Dis  p  e  n  s  a  t  i  o  n  of  the  Covenant  of  G  race,  and  it  reach¬ 
ed  to  A 'oak's  Flood.  , 

31  Q.  Who  were  Adam's  firft  Cniluren  . 

A.  Cain  and  Abel,  Gen.  iv.  I,  a. 

-2  Q.  What  was  Cain  ?  , 

A.  Adam's  eldeif  Son,  and  he  was  a  TiUtr  of  tut 

Ground,  Gen.  iv.  1,1;  . 

■xx  Q.  But  what  Mlfchief  did  Cain  do  ? 


/ 


A.  He  killed  his  brother  Abel,  who  was  «  Keeitr  rf 
Sheep,  Gen.  iv.  2,  8.  *  J 

34  a  Why  did  Cain  kill  him  ? 

A.  Eecaufe  hi,  own  Works  were  Evil,  and  God  did 
not  accept  his  Sacrifices ;  but  his  Brother’s  Works  were 
righteous,  and  God  Rare  fome  Token  that  he  accepted 
him,  Gen ♦  iv.^  4,  *  John  iii.  ig.  * 

for3his<LSt'er  W€Dt  ^  WhCn  G°d  fePr0Ted  him 

t!  /T  IIf  wen1t  rout>  frid  departed  from  the  Prefence  of 
tue  Lord  and  from  his  Father’s  Family,  where  God 
was  worlluppei,  Gen.  iv.  1 6. 

36  What  v  ere  the  Poflerity  of  CW*  ? 

Some  of  them  are  famous  for  Inventions  of  Mufic 
and  Handicraft-Trades,  but  they  are  fuppofed  to  have 
negledted  Religion,  Gen.  iv.  20,  22. 

37  Qi,  W  hat  other  Son  had  Adam  P 

A.  Seth,  who  was  born  foon  after  the  Death  of  Alet 
and  feveral  others  after  him,  Gen.  iv.  25.  and  v.  4.  * 

38  ^rD*ld  the  Children  of  Seth  Kegleft  Religion  too  f 
A.  Religion  was  publicly  maintained  for  fome  Gene¬ 
rations  in  Seth's  Family,  for  they  diflinguifhed  them- 
leaves  from  the  wicked  Sons  of  Men,  they  prayed  to  God, 
and  were  called  the  Sons  of  God,  Geii.  iv.  26.  and  chap! 

39  Q4  they  grow  degenerate  afterwards  ? 

,  A.  All  Mankind  grew  fo  wicked,  except  a  very  few* 
tnat  God  faw  it  proper  to  manifeft  his  righteous  Judg¬ 
ment,  and  his  Anger  agamlt  Sin,  by  deflroy ing  them, 
Gen.  vi.  5,  y. 

*i  *  ( »  •  *  .  ,  i  chief  Perfons  of  Seth's 

roitenty  mentioned  in  Scripture  in  thofe  early  Times  ? 

A.  Enoch ,  and  Methufelah ,  Lamech,  and  Noah,  were 
the  moft  remarkable. 


41  Cf  Who  was  Enoch  P 

*  l  ^  ^an  vv^°  walked  with  Cod,  and  pleafed  him 
m  the  midft  of  a  wicked  World,  and  foretold  the  Judg~ 
ment  of  God  on  Sinners,  Gen .  v  22  Jude  14,  15  . 

Note,  When  Enoch  and  Noah  are  laid  to  walk  with  God \ 
fome  learned  Men  have  fuppofed,  that  it  does  not  only 
fignify  that  they  behaved  theniielves  always  as  in  the 

Prefew 
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0/Noah  and  his  Sons. 


Prefence  of  God,  and  converted  with  Him  by  Medi¬ 
tation  and  Prayer,  and  walked  in  his  Ways ;  but 
that  God  appeared  of  old  to  thefe  pious  Men,  as  He 
did  to  Abraham ,  and  walked  and  converfeo  with 
them  in  a  bodily  Form  ;  and  this  was  the  Original  of 
that  Phrafe,  talking  nxjith  God,  to  hgnify  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  Religion. 

42  What  became  of  Enoch  ? 

A .  God  took  him  to  Heaven  without  dying,  as  a  pe¬ 
culiar  Favour  and  Honour  done  to  him,  Gen.  v.  24. 
Heb.  xi.  5 

43  Q.  Who  was  Methufelah  f 

A.  The  Son  of  Enoch ,  and  the  oldell  Man  that  we 
ever  read  of,  Gen.  v.  21. 

44  Q.  How  long  did  he  live  ? 

A.  Nine  hundred  and  fixty  nine  Years,  Gen.  v.  27. 

45  Qa  Whq  was  Eamech  ? 

A.  Noah’s  Father,  who  prcphehed  of  the  Blefiing  the 
Earth  fhould  knd  in  his  Son,  which  had  been  laid  under 
a  Curfe  for  the  Sin  o  £  Adam.  Gen.  v.  29. 


C  FI  A  P.  H. 

Of  Noah,  Abraham,  and  their  Families ,  after  ths 

Flood. 

Sect.  I.  Of  Noah  and  his  Sons , 

* 

l(^WT  FIO  was  Noah  ? 

V  V  A.  The  righteous  Man,  who  was  faved 
when  the  World  was  drowned  by  a  Flood,  Gen.  vii.  23. 

2  How  did  God  drown  the  World  ? 

A.  When  Mankind  had  provoked  him  by  their  Sins, 
which  were  exceeding  great,  Gen.  vi.  5,  6,  7.  he  broke 
cp  the  Fountains  of  the  great  Deep  under  Ground,  and 
caufed  it  to  rain  forty  Days,  and  forty  Nights,  Gen. 
vii.  4,  1 1. 

3  Q_  How  was  No  a  h  faved  ? 

A.  in  an  Ark,  or  great  Ship  or  VefTel,  which  God 

B  taught 


m 


.  * 


A  H  and  his  Sous, 


Chap.  IL 


taught  Kim  to  build.  Gin,  vi.  gt  14,  &e. 

Aa!f’  1?°ah  had  Warning  of  this  Judgment  of  God  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Years  before  it  came  to  pafs,  Gen 

VV-  ..Andas  he  was _  a  Preacher  of  Righteoufnefs, 
2,  u:  5-  we  may  juftly  fuppofe  he  gave  continu¬ 
al  W  arnmg  to  *  finful  World  while  the  Ark  was  build- 
ing,  i  Pet.  iii.  ig,  20.  Heb  xi.  j. 

4  Qc  Who  was  faved  with  him? 

^  ills  Family,  and  home  living  Creatures  of  eve¬ 
ry  Kind,  namely,  two  of  every  unclean  Beall  and  Bird 
which  were  neither  fit  for  Food  or  Sacrifice,  and  {even 
of  every  clean  Creature  which  were  fit  for  one  or  both 
Ules,  Gen.  viii  2,  3,  13,  14. 

5  How  long  did  Noah  tarry  in  the  Ark  ? 

A,  At  nine  Months  end  he  lent  forth  a  Hove,  which 
brought  in  an  Olive-Branch,  to  ihew  him  that  the  Waters 
were  abated  :  And  at  the  End  of  twelve  Months  and  ten 
Days  he  came  forth,  and  the  Creatures  which  were  with 
him,  Gen.  vii.  11.  and  viii.  5,  13. 

6  What  Commands  did  God  give  Noah  ? 

A.  The  Offering  of  Sacrifices  was  continued,  Gen , 
Hii.  20,  21  Flefh  was  given  to  Man  for  Food,  as 
Herbs  were  before,  Gen.  ix.  2,  3.  Blood  was  forbidden 
to  be  eaten,  the  Blood  of  Man  was  exprefsly  forbid  to  be 
filed,  and  Murder  was  to  be  punilhed  with  Death,  Gen . 
x.  4,  5,  6. 

Note,  The  Religion  of  Noah  was  the  fame  with  that  of 
Adam  after  his  Fall,  (See  Chap.  I.  30.)  with  thefe 
few  Additions  here  mentioned.  And  this  was  the 
Noahchical  Dispensation  of  the  Covenant  of 
Ci  race  whereby  all  Men,  from  Noah  to  Abraham , 
were  to  feek  Salvation  ;  and  whereby  all-  befides  the 
Family  of  Abraham  were  to  be  faved,  even  all  the 
Heathen  World,  till  they  hear  of  Chriff. 

7  What  Fromife  did  God  make  to  Noah  P 

A.  That  the  World  fhould  never  be  drowned  again, 
and  it  pleafed  God  to  appoint  the  Rainbow  to  be  a 
Token  of  it,  Gen.  ix.  13,  13. 

8  Was  there  no  Rainbow  before  the  Fldod  ? 

A.  It  is  probable  that  there  was  no  Rain  before  the 
Flood,  for  the  Earth  was  watered  daily  by  a  thick  Mill, 
Gen.  ,ii.  3,  6.  and  then  there  could  be  naturally  no  Raim» 

how  * 
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bow,  f  )r  it  is  made  by  the  Sun-Beams  {Lining  upon  fall¬ 
ing  Rain. 

9  Qi.  Who  were  Noah's  three  Sons  ? 

A,  Shem,  Ham ,  and  Japbet  y  and  they  were  the 
Fathers  of  all  Mankind  after  the  Flood,  Gen,  ix.  18,  190 

and  x.  32.  . 

10  Who  were  the  Offspring  or  Pofterity  of  Shem  ? 
A.  The  Perfians ,  who  came  from  Elam  their  Father  5 

the  Syrians  from  Aram  ;  tire  Hebrews  from  Eber ,  as  is 
fjppofed  ;  and  particularly  the  Jews,  with  other  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  AJitZy  Gen.  x.  21. 

1 1  CL  Who  were  the  Pofterity  of  Ham  ? 

A,  The  Canaanites ,  the  Philiftines ,  and  others  in 
Afia ,  and  the  Egyptians,  with  other  inhabitants  of  Afri¬ 
ca .  Gen.  x,  6,  &c, 

12  CL  Who  were  the  Pofterity  of  Japhet  ? 

A.  Corner ,  fupoofed  to  be  the  Father  of  the  Germans* 
Javan  of  the  Greeks ,  Mejhech  of  the  Muscovites,  and 
other  Families  that  dwelt  in  Europe ,  Gen.  x.  2. 

1 3  CL  Wherein  did  Ham  the  Father  of  the  Canaanites 
do  amifs  ? 

Ay  He  faw  his  Father  Noah  naked,  and  made  Spore 
with  him,  and  he  was  curfed  under  the  Name  of  his  Son 
Canaan ,  Gen.  ix.  21,  25* 

Note ,  It  is  probable  that  Canaan  joined  with  his  Father 
Ham  in  the  Mockery  of  his  Grandfather  Noah ,  and 
therefore  he  was  curfed  :  And  betides,  this  gave  early 
Notice  to  the  lfraelites ,  that  the  Canaanites ,  whofe 
Land  God  gave  them  to  poifefs,  were  a  People  under 
an  ancient  Curfe. 

14.  What  did  Shem  and  Japhet  do  on  this  Occafion  ? 
A,  They  covered  their  Father  with  a  Garment,  and 
concealed  his  Shame,  and  were  bleiTed,  Gen,  ix.  23.  26# 
27. 

1 5  CL  Did  Mankind  freely  divide  themfelves  after 
the  Flood  into  feveral  Nations  ? 

A.  No  ;  but  being  all  of  one  Language,  they  agreed 
rather  to  build  a  chief  City  with  a  Tower,  that  all  Men 
might  be  joined  in  one  Nation  or  Kingdom,  Gen .  xi  4. 

16  CL  How  did  God  fcatter  them  abroad  into  differ¬ 
ent  Nations  ?  . 

B  1  A.  H 


Qf  Abraham  and  Lot,  Chap,  it 

A.  By  making  them  fpcak  different  Languages,  and 
the  n  they  ceafed  to  build  the  Tower,  which  was  called 
joabely  or  Confufion,  Gen.  xi.  7,  9. 

,  V  ^  P*d  God  preferve  the  true  Religion  in  any  of 
tneir  families  ? 

A.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  chiefly  preferved  in  the 
Family  of  Sbem,  for  God  is  called  the  Lord  God  ofShem 
Gen.  ix,  26,  J  * 

-Note,  Though  the  Knowledge  of  the  true  God  and  Reli¬ 
gion  were  chiefly  preferved  in  the  Family  of  Shew,  yet 
it  is  evident  that  fome  Branches  of  Ham’s  Family,  and 
probably  of  Jap  beds  too,,  preferved  it  for  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  Years ;  for  Mdchifedeh ,  a  King  of  the  Cana- , 
unites  in  Abraham's  Time,  was  a  Pried  of  the  moll 
Fligh  God  ;  and  Abimelech,  a  King  of  the  Philiftines , 
feared  God,  and  had  a  Senle  of  Religion^  and  both 
thefe  are  derived  from  Ham. 

\  c  .  ' 

Sect,  IL  Of  Abraham  and  Lot,  Iskmael  and, 

Isaac. 

^  \  'K  TJAO  was  the  moll  famous  Man  of  Sbem't 
V  V  Pollerity  in  thefe  early  Ages  ? 

A.  Abraham  the  Son  of  Ter  ah,  of  the  Pollerity  of 
Tber,  Gen,  xi.  27. 

10  ^  What  tvas  the  flrfl:  remarkable  Thing  recorded 

of  Abraham  ? 

V 

A.  lie  left  his  own  native  Country  to  go  wherefoever 
God  called  him,  Gen .  xii.  1,  4, 

20  Whence  did  Abraham  come,  and  whither  did 
he  go  l 

A.  He  came  firfl  from  Chaldea,  then  from  Haran 
and  he  went  to  dwell  among  Strangers  in  the  Land  Ca¬ 
naan,  Gen.  xi.  31.  and  xii.  5.  Heb .  xi.  8,  9. 

2  1  d?.  Who  came  with  Abraham  into  Canaan  ? 

A.  Lot  his  Brother’s  Son  ;  and  they  brought  with, 
them  all  their  Subllance  and  their  Houlhold,  Gen .  xiL 

5: 

22  f.  Did  they  continue  to  dwell  together  ? 

A.  Their  Cattle  and  Servants  grew  fo  numerous* 
iskat  they  parted  for  Fear  of  quarrelling,  and  Abraham 
‘  *  f  * '  gave 


/ 


*  if*  IsHMAEi.  And  Isaac. 

gave  Lot  his  Choice  to  go  to  the  Ealt  or  the  Weft,  Gen, 
xiii.  i,  9. 

23  Where  did  Lot  fojourn  ? 

A.  He  chofe  the  Eaft,  and  pitched  his  Tent  towards 
Sodom,  fc-ecaufe  it  was  a  well- watered  and  fruittui  Court- 
try,  *vir,  10,  12. 

24  What  Ca7amity  befel  Lot  here?  __ 

A.  He  was  carried  away  captive  together  with  other 
Inhabitants  of  Sodom,  when  the  King  0 f  Sodom  was  rout- 
id  in  Battle  by  his  Enemies,  Gen.  xiv. 

23  ^  What  did  Abraham  do  on  this  Occafion  ? 

A.  He  armed  his  own  Servants,  three  hundred  and 
Eighteen  Men,  who  purfuedthe  Conquerois  and  routed 
them,  and  brought  back  Lot  and  the  other  Captives  with 

their  Goods,  Gen.  xiv.  14,  16. 

26  When  Abrahath  returned  from  the  Slaughter  of 
the  Kings,  what  Honour  was  done  him  ? 

A.  Melchifedek ,  the  King  of  Salem ,  and  the  Pried  of 
the  moft  High  God,  met  him,  and  pronounced  a  Blefiing 
upon  him,  Gen.  xiv.  18,  20. 

2j  What  Civility  did  the  King  of  Sodom  Ihcw 

Abraham  ? 

A.  He  offered  him  all  the  Goods  that  Abraham  had 
tecovered  from  the  former  Conquerors,  but  Abraham 
refilled  to  accept  them,  <ver.  21.  Sec. 

28  What  became  of  Sodom  afterwards  ? 

A.  It  was  burnt  by  Fire  and  Brimftone  from  Heaven, 
together  with  Gomorrah ,  and  other  Cities,  becaufe  of 
the  abominable  Wickednefs  of  their  Inhabitants,  Gen* 

$dx.  24.  *  w 

29  Was  there  no  body  to  plead  with  God  to  fparfc 

them?  . 

A,  Yes ;  Abraham  pleaded  with  God  to  fpare  Sodom , 
and  God  would  have  done  it,  had  there  been  but  tea 
righteous  Men  in  all  the  City,  Gen .  xviii.  23- — 33. 

30  How  did  Lot  efcape  ? 

A.  The  two  Angels  v/hich  were  fent  to  deflroy  Sodom , 
perfuaded  him  to  flee  away  with  his  family  hril,  Gen\ 
xix.  15. 

31  Cb  How  many  of  his  Family  efenped  this'  Judg, 

mem  l  * 
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g  and  h3s  ‘w°  Daughters,  for  his  two 

<\  \TrLC^U  t0  remove,  Gen.  xix,  14. 

32  What  became  of  Lot's  Wife  ? 

looke^htri'  Wjth  -him  °f  the  WaF»  blIt  when  Ihe 

looked  back,  hankering  after  US)  Ihe  was  ftruck  dead 
immediately,  perhaps  with  a  Blaft  of  that  Lightning 

S  xS™6  and  &e  ft°°d  like  a  Pillar  °f  Salt' 

33  Qi.  Was  Zo/  a  religious  Man  ? 

thewirked  '"V^T  S°ul  W3S  daiIX  vexed  with 
the  wicked  Convention  of  the  Men  of  Sodom,  2  Peter 

1)0% 

Sfterw«3s?id  1,G  maintai“  HS  n'Sht£ous  Charafler  ever 

„  J\\  IIe,ontce  "as  enti«d  «to  the  Sin  of  Drunkennefs, 
ana  tnen  he  let  his  two  Daughters  lie  with  him  and  abufe 
mm,  (sen.  xix.  30,  GV. 

35  Q4  Had -  Lot  any  Children  by  this  finful  Aftion  ? 

A.  Yes,  was  the  Son  of  one  Daughter,  and  Ben- 

ofX°i/  2  °  "  they  W£re  afler*ards  the  Fathers 
Ot  the  Moabnes ^  and  Ammonites,  who  proved  to  before 

nemiesof  God  s  people,  Gen.  xix.  37,  38. 

36  Thus  ends  the  Hiftory  of  Lot  and  Sodom  :  Let 

did  he7w“  •'  In  What  Pdrt  °f  the  Country 

A  When  he  removed  from  Lot  he  went  toward  the 
Welt,  and  travelling  on  toward  the  South- Weil,  he  fa. 
journed  m  the  Land  of  Abimelech ,  Gen.  xx,  i. 

37  Who  was  Abimelech  ? 

viAiAe  "raS  KlnS  oi  Gerar  in  the  Country  of  the 
f  hilijiinest  Gen.  xx.  2.  and  xxi,  32. 

3.8  %  What  did  Abimelech  do  at  Abraham’s  coming  ? 
A.  He  took  Sarah,  Abraham's  W  ife  into  his  Houle  • 
but  being  warned  of  God,  he  reltored  her  again,  Gen. 

39  Q_  How  cine  Abimelech  to  take  Abraham's  Wife  > 
A.  Becaufe  ft,e  was  a  beautiful  Woman,  and  Abraham 
did  not  call  her  his  Wife,  but  his  Sifter  ;  and  by  this 
means  he  expofed  her  to  be  taken  by  other  Men,  Gen 

b(^X*  2  * 

4°  Wliatr-Sons  had  Abraham  ? 

h*  The- 
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A.  The  two  chief  were  IJhmael  and  Ifaac,  Gen. 

XXV. 

4.1  Q.  What  was  IJhmael? 

A,  He  was  the  Son  of  Abraham  by  II agar,  h:s  oervast 
Maid,  Gen.  xvi.  15. 

42  Q_  How  came  Abraham  to  take  his  Maid  to 

his  Concubine  ?  .  „  ,  ,  .  v.  ,  • 

A.  God  had  promifed  him  a  Son,  and  he  thought  his 

Wife  Sarah  was  too  old  to  have  a  Child,  and  therefore 

by  her  Advice  he  took  Hagar,  Gen.  xvi.  i,  2. 

A'i  Q.  What  became  of  IJhmael? 

A.  Abraham ,  by  the  Command  of  God,  turned  7,0- 
tnael and  his  Mother  out  01  his  Houfe  into  the  Wildernefs, 
becaufe  they  mocked  and  abufed  his  younger  bon  Jaac, 

Gen.  xxi.  9,  CrV. 

44  Did  ijhmae!  perifh  in  the  Wildernefs  ? 

A.  The  An^el  of  God  appeared  to  Hagar ,  and  (hew¬ 
ed  her  a  Spring  of  Water  when  they  were  dying  with 
Third  :  And  IJhmael  grew  up  to  be  a  great  Man,  and 
the  Father  of  a  large  Nation,  Gen.  xxi.  16  20.  and 

xxv.  16. 

45  Who  was  Uaac'*  Mother  - 

A.  Ijaac  was  the  Son  of  Abraham ,  by  Sarah  his 

Wife,  according  to  the  Promife  of  God,  when  they 
were  both  grown  cld,  Gen,  xxi.  1 ,  3  c.  Loin.  ix,  / ,  o. 

a.6  Why  is  Abraham  called  the  Father  of  the 
Faithful,  i.  e.  of  the  Believers? 

A.  Becaufe  he  believed  the  Promifes  of  God  againd 
all  probable  Appearance,  and  was  a  Pattern  to  other 
Believers  in  all  Ages,  Gen.  xv  16,  Rom.  iv.  11,  12. 

47  Qc  What  were  the  three  chief  Promife?  which  God 
gave  Abraham  ? 

A.  (1.)  That  he  fhould  have  a  Son  when  he  was  a 
hundred  years  old.  (2.)  That  his  Children  fhould  pof- 
fefs  the  Land  of  Canaan ,  when  he  had  not  Ground 
enough  to  fet  his  Foot  on  there*  And  (3  )  1  hat  all  the 
Families  of  the  Earth  fhould  be  bleffed  ia  him  and  his 
Offspring,  when  he  was  but  a  private  Perlon,  Gen.  xvii, 
8,  16,  17.  and  xii.  3.  A  Sis  vii.  5. 

48  0^  What  did  this  lad  promife  mean  ? 

A>  That  jefus  Chrift  the  Saviour  of  Men  fli  auld  come 
'  jj  4  from 


u6  Of  Abraham  and  Lot,  Ifc.  Chap.  IT, 

from  his  Family,  Gal.  iii.  8,  16. 

of  p'ha  vdld  Gl;d  ^PPoint  to  Abraham  for  a  Token 

50  a  Wh„  ™,  ,he  Rdigion  J  X&J”'-  "■ 

Fill!  in  rnC  ,a™e  ^'lthth2  Religion  of  Adam  after  the 
Sap  n  ?;  4  ^  ?°  a"d  Rel'-gion  of  AW,  under 

ns  aT  ype  of  Heaven  ;  and  a  Truft  in  tie  Promife  of  the 
onl.l0llr  Wh°  ftl°Uld  fpnns  from  him>  and  b5efs  all  Nati- 

Note’  Thij  was  called  the  Abr a hamical  Dispensa- 

TioN^  hut  it  was  confined  to  the  Family  of  Abraham 
xn  .he  literal  Sen!-  of  it ;  with  thofe  temporal  Precepts’ 
anoP,em.fe  of  Urcumnfan  and  the  Inheritance ^f 
Canaan:  Though,  in  the  fpiriiual  Senfe  of  it  it 

Sirl!fv7  S-°d  |lln;  3nd  thus  Abrah™  » 

tu  51  a^A1C'I.did  Ahraham  further  and  mod  eminently 
mew  his  Obedience  to  God  ?  . 

fic.A;tr^^dillefs  t?ofter  up  his  Son  T/aac  in  Sacri. 
fic-  at  God  s  Command,  Gen.  xxii.  J2. 

5 2  Or.  ^nd  did  he  offer  him  in  Sacrifice? 

.  ^°’  God  withheld  his  Hand,  and  fent  a  Ram  to 

be  faenficed  m  his  Stead,  Gen.  xxii.  1  - 

from  Wd  T  bat  f“nher  FaV°UrS  did  Ah^ham  receive 

,G>d  vifiied  him’  a«d  converted  with  him  as  a 

,  •  Nr  *?.  rV?es  in  a  Viflb!e  Manner,  and  charmed 

ind  vvdi  %°m  b-am  t0  Aoraham>  Gen.  xv.  and  xvii. 
anu  xvm  James  11.  23. 

Wi^i^  V',hatis  Written  Conccrnin£  w,  Abraham's 

■  A‘  bd!Eved  God’s  Promife,  and  had  a  Son  at 
ninety  Years  odd,  and  her  Name  alfo  was  changed  from 
Sara,  to  Sarah,  Gen.  xvii.  jj,  I;.  Heb.  xi.  n. 

Some  learned  Men  have  fuppofed,  that  theAdditi- 

n  of  the  Hebrew  Letter  h  to  the  Names  of  Abraham 

m4 


.  -r  •  v  •  - 


:v>  •-  .  i-ir, 


/’  a 

Scft.  lit  O/Esa*  and  Jacob,  'dc.  d 

and  Wh,  fignifies  a  new,  Relatjon  to  God  ^ 
name  is  Jab  :  Others  think  it  to  be  -  art  ot  the  vv  o 
Haman,  which  fignifies  «  Multitudes  becaufe  God 
promifed  many  Nation?  to  fpring  from  them  w  en 

changed  their  Names,  Gen.  xvu.  5 ,  i  b.  ? 

Q.  What  is  recorded  concerning  Ifaac  their  ho  . 

A  He  feared  the  God  of  his  Father  Abraham,  he 
had 'frequent  Vifions  of  God,  and  went  out  into  the 
Fields  to  meditate  or  pray,  and  offered  Sacrifices  to  Go  , 

Gen.  xx iv.  63.  andxxvi. 

CL  Who  was  Ifaac  s  Wifer 
A.  His  Father  Abraham  fent  afar,  and  took  a  Vv  ife 

for  him,  even  Rebecca,  out  of  his 

potamia,  becaufe  he  was  unwilling  ^A^do^ed 
among  the  wicked  Canaamtes  whom  God  had  doomed 

to  Deftruftion,  Gen.xxiv.  3,  4,  51,  C3c. 

C7  Q.  What  Children  had  Ifaac  ?  _ 

A.  Two  Sons,  Efau  and  Jacob,  Gen.  xxw,  25,  26. 

Sect.  III.  0/ Esau  and  Jacob,  and  their  Pofierity. 
ro  o  tttHAT  was  Efau? 

A  YV  a.  He  was  ' Ifaac' %  eldeft  Son,  bred  up 
to  Hunting  rmher  than  Hufbandry,  who  fold  his  Birth¬ 
right  to  his  Brother  foraMefs  of  Pottage  when  he  was 
faint  with  Hunting,  Gen.  xxv.  31,  33* 

coQ.  What  was  Jacob  ?  .  .  , 

A  The  youngeft  Son  of  Ifaac,  who,  by  his  Mothers 

Contrivance  obtained  his  Father’s  Bieffmg,  though  not  in 

a  ritrht  Way,  Gen .  xxvii.  27*  .  1  tm  /r  3 

60  9.  By  what  Treachery  did  he  obtain  the  Bleffing? 
A,  When  his  Father  Ifaac  was  old  and  his  Eyes  dim, 

by  Order  of  his  Mother  he  put  on  Efau' s  Clothes,  and 
told  his  Father  he  was  Efau  his  eldeft  Son,  Gen.  xxvn. 

6 1  9.  How  did  Efau  take  this  > 

A.  Efau  threatened  to  kill  him,  and  therefore  he  leit 
his  Father’s  Houfe,  Gen.  xxvii.  \\,  43* 

62  9.  Whither  did  Jacob  go  ? 

A.  To  Laban  the  Syrian,  who  was  his  Mother's  bro¬ 
ther,  Gen.  xxviii.  2,  5.  ■  . 

62  9.  What  did  he  meet  with  m  going  thither  ? 

5  ^  A.  He 


■\ 


' 

_ 
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■C>f  Esau  and  Jacob,  ©hap.  ^ 

A.  He  lay  down  to  deep  on  a  done  at  Bethel  and  w 

def-endinTlT  °fG0d;  3nd  0f  An?eIs  there  amending  and 
defending  between  Heaven  and  Earth,  Gen.  xriii.C— 

R.Fhat|dH,he,d°  in  Laba»’s  Houle ? 

Hs  two  Danglers  Rachel^lLh* Gen^xk 

65  5^  How  long  did  he  live  there  r  '  S’ 

TweiU7  ^cars,  till  he  had  got  a  larp-e  Familv 
Children  and  Servants,  much  CattH,  and  |reat  Sef 
Gen.  xxx.  andxxxi.  41.  Kiches, 

C,S  "'ha‘  did  I"'1  *‘>h  ■»  hi.  Return  to 

h£  “  *  Sr,  ;f  £d  -  rf  *  M“  — «« 

67  ^  Why  was  Jacob  called  //«,/  /> 

Tfiier  Becaf?t  he  prayed  and  prevailed  witli  God  for  a 
B  ehing^  while  he  wreftled  with  him  in  the  Form  of  a 
Man,  Gen.  xxxii.  z8.  Hof.  xiii.  ,  ®  °‘  a 

63  ^  f  low  dtd  his  Brother  Efau  meet  him  ? 

•  r  GodJur"?d  Heart,  fo  that  he  met  him 

d-  d  m  rth°Ueh  Jle  came  out  with  four  hun- 

tJtnwl{vt  J?a,ed)  ,todeftr°y  him,  Gr*.  xxxii, 
°9 -<0  What  Potferity  had  Efau? 

A.  A  large  Poflerity,  who  chiefly  inhabited  Mourn 
eir,  and  were  called  Edomites,  from  their  Father’s 
other  Name,  Eaom,  Gen.  xxxvi.  8,  9, 

70  How  many  Sons  had  Jacob  ? 

A.  Twelve,  and  they  were  called  the  twelve  Patri- 
archs,  becaufe  they  were  the  Father’s  of  the  twelve 

ffff  Gen.  xxxv.  22.  Arts  vii.  8.  Numb.  i. 

7  *  v*  hat  are  their  Names  ? 

A  Reuben  Simeon,  Levi,  Judah,  IJfachar,  and 
Zeiulon,  the  Sons  of  his  Wife  Leah  ;  Jofeph  and  Ben- 
jamsn,  the  Sons .of  hn .Wife  Rachel:  Dan  and  Napthali, 
tne  Sons  of  Bilhah  his  Concubine  ;  and  Gad  and  A/her 
the  Sons  of  Zilpah  his  Concubine,  Gen%  xxxv  2^—2 6 

72  <£.  Who  were  the  mod  famous  of  all  thefe  infacred 
Ihftory  ? 

.A.  Levi ,  Judahy  and  jofeph, 

73  What  is  there  remarkable  concerning  Levi  ? 

r  A.  The 
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end  their  PojUrily. 


A  The  Prielthood,  and  other  Things  relating  to  the 
wZJ J <M,  were  committed  »  ^  ^  “ 

74  4  But  did  not  Levi  do  a  very  wicked  Thmg  m 

kil^gYSe  Kt  Brother  s**.  dealt  very  treach- 
erouhy  and  cruelly  with  them,  in 

hid  made  a  Covenant  of  Peace  wrth  them,  G*».  X-  ■  • 

nr  How  did  Jacob  near  this  ? 

A5  He  feverely  reproved  them  for  it,  and  upon  ns 
TVath  bed  by  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy  pronounced  a 
Curfe  unon  them,  that  they  fhoulc  be  mattered  ao.oad 

through  all  the  Land  of  1/rael,  Qen.  xxxiv.  30.  and 

X  ~r.|t  Was  this  Curfe  executed  ? 

A  Y--s  in  fome  Meafure,  for  the  Stmeomtu  as  well 
„  had  their  pofleflions  Mattering  among  all  the 

Tribes  of  IJreul ;  but  the  Curfe  of  the  Levitts  was  light- 
eced  by  their  having  the  Pnefthood  given  them,  joJ.  21. 
__  a  What  is  there  remarkable  relating  to  Jus, ah  . 

A7  He  dealt  very  bafely  with  his.  Daughter  in  law 
Tamar,  and  committed  (hameful  Wickednefs,  Genefis 

xxxviii.  .  ,  •  r*  a 

‘  7g  P.  Did  God  forgive  this  Sin  ? 

A  Yes  God  forgave  it  fo  far  as  not  to  punifn  his 

Poilerity  for  it :  For  the  Kingdom  and  Government  m 

future  Ages  was  promifed  chiefly  to  his  Family,  Gencfu 

7Q  0)  What  is  there  remarkable  faid  of  JoJefh  ? 

A.  His  Brethren  fold  him  for  a  Slave  into  Egpyt, 
where  he  became  the  Ruler  of  the  Land,  Gen.  xxxvu.  27. 

and  xlii.  4.0.  A  As  vii.  9,  10. 

80  9.  Why  did  they  fell  him  ? 

A.  For  Envy,  becaufe  his  Father  loved  him,  and 
made  him  a  Coat  of  many  Colours,  and  becaule  he 
dreamed  that  they  Ihould  bow  to  him,  Gen.  xxxvu.  3,  4. 

81  i?-  What  was  his  firfl  Station  in  the  Lana  or  Lgypt . 
A.  He  was  a  Servant  in  the  Houle  of  Pot  ip  bar,  a 

Captain  of  the  Guard,  and  by  a  falfe  Accufadon  of  his 
Mailer’s  Wife  he  was  call  into  Prifon,  though  he  was 

entirely  innocent,  Gen .  xxxix.  ^  ^  \Yhzt 


a.  &!”~d,h,Ln“s“°;;k' 

,  ,,7  w"en  ,he  S'’  °f  r°?'  of  *«  Wk»- 

then  he  was  f«j£ ‘ k  "  e,'pre£atlon  Proved  true. 
Bream,  Gen.  xli.  ““  t0  IWerPr«  the  King’, 

Effi  An<1  did  tWs  r2ife  *>  “e  the  Ruler  of 

feven  Years  of  PlentvTtn^f3"66^60811^  '1C  Foreto'd  the 
Pharoah  the  Kin~  dreamed^of’  *  °f  Famine>  wllich 
biems  of  good  ff?*  E?~ 

Kme  and  feven lean  ones,  Co,  xll°  ^  ot  feven  fai 

2  2St”  wa?  1 ■»«*  «.  b„. 

%*»dles^rek?r  ,ob7  c°» 

n™»;  bu.h.Kj,0^^  “»J»S  »  * 

■Lord  and  a  Stranger,  till  their  cLf  ”  r  a  greai 

\  **  sr  ¥*>  -JXtrsitv** 

A  M  DKdF!  then  reve.nSe  himfelf  upon  them?’ 
ntuch  Affe&ioa  ^Tend^f  feV°  ^  W“h 

during  the  Famine,  CofxK  T*  malntain®d  them  ail 

I7  & 

carried  up  »  the  Slf  I  £°  ^  D?f!re  hIs  B  ,d>r 

in  the  Faith  of  the  Prom  if-  a,‘d  "'as  bun'ed  there 

that  Land  r  v  0lm  w>  tnat  his  Seed  thould  poffefs 
ss  n\n  ■  ?hx-  29-  and  1.  >  3-  p 

y#££St  Ca‘T‘e  0f  the  Familiss  Of  Ifrad  after 

,A;  1  were  made  Slaves  In  Ertot  2nd  ~  no,  ir- 
it  %  i7'd  as  well  ^  his  Father  profefs  anv 

Sv“  «»i.s 


rJThi  trance  of  tb?  %  * 


Canaan  ;  and  thereto 
ytp, nt  to  carry  up  his  Be 
Land,  Gen.  1.  24,  25. 


.  and  therefore  he  required  them  when  they 

^  _  1  1  .  1_  _ M  fir  v\  v  r\  m  1 


his  Bones  and  bury  them  in  the  promifed 
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The  Deliv  trance  of  the  Israelites  from  Egypt 

J  -■CTV/T/'roT'e  n w rl  A  ARON. 


and  of  Moses  and  Aaron. 

Id  O  delivered  the  Ifraelites  from  the  SI  a. 


^  vv  very  of  Egypt  ?  , 

A.  God  heard  their  Cry,  and  delivered  them  by  th® 
Hand  of  Mofes  and  Aaron ,  Exod.  iii.  9,  10.  and  xii,  31. 
Jolh.  xxiv.  5,  6. 

2  Q  Who  was  Mofes  ?  ,  , 

A,  He  was  one  of  the  Family  of  Levi  among  the 
People  of  Ifraely  who  was  wonderfully  faved  from 
drowning  when  he  was  an  Infant,  Exodus  ii.  10. 

-2  (V  How  was  he  in  Danger  of  drowning 
A.  Pkaroah  the  King  of  Egypt  had  commanded  every 
Male  Child  to  be  drowned  ;  and  when  Mofes9 s  Parents 
could  hide  him  no  longer,  they  laid  him  by  the  Bank  of 
the  River  in  an  Ark  or  Box  of  Bulrufhes,  Exod .  1.  22, 

andii.  3. 

4  Q.  How  was  he  faved  ? 

A.  The  King  of  Egypt's,  Daughter  found  him  by  the 
River,  and  pitied  the  Child,  and  brought  him  up  for 

her  own  Son,  Exod.  ii.  5,  6,  9. 

’  r  Q.  Did  he  continue  a  Courtier  in  Egypt  ? 

A.  No,  for  when  he  was  grown  a  Man  he  fliewed 
Pity  to  his  Kindred  in  their  Slavery,  and  flew  an  Egyp¬ 
tian  s  which  being  known,  he  fled  from  the  Court  of 
Pharoah,  Exod.  ii.  I  1  — 14. 

6  Whither  did  he  fly  ? 

A.  To  the  Land  of  Midian,  where  he  kept  the  Sheep 
©f  Jethro  a  Prieft,  or  Prince  of  the  Country,  and  mar¬ 
ried  his  Daughter,  Exod.  ii.  14.  and  iii.  1. 

T  I. C''  ^  J  Vl  1  m  t  r\  f]  pi  lYEPr  Jlvnpl  P 


/ 


i%  JjHAHtlTS sfrom  Egypt.  Oisp.ur, 

was  keeping  Jethm',  Sheep,  and  fent  him  to  P /,  l  , 

r7!0  t?'Ieaf'  °J 1/M  Pe0'0le'  *^7-1 8° 

a  ,at  was  his  Office  afterwards  ? 

the  People  of' *I/raZ E*od  m''  ^  Z  Law^iver  of 
5.  John  1.  j7.  ’  ‘  ’  34‘  Deut-  xxxui.  4> 

9  Who  was  Aaron  ? 

.» inters  z&j&r  *r oU M- 

10  Q.  What  was  Aaron’,  Office  afterwards  > 

4-^T  e„. 

tne  People  °f  Ifrael  as  well  as  Pharoah,  that  they  had 
a  CommilTion from  God,  FW.  iv.  7 

12  Q.  What  was  the  firtt  Miracle  > 

A'  d° his  Rod,  and  it  became  a  Serpent 

and  when  Pharoah’s  Conjurers  did  fn  too  J  n  1 

fvv allowed  theirs  ail  up,  VZ1  Z.  Z°°’  *  ^ 

Z&eopte>dld  M°/eS  and  ^  d°  fuUher  todeli* 

W  Up,°n  Phar0aPs  Refufal  to  let  the  People  of  If, -ad 
go  they  brought  ten  miraculous  Plagues  upon  the  Kint 

GodT  J  ft* 

“■  “•  *•  »■  «d .0,  a,.  v.,„ 

1 4Q..  What  were  thefe  ten  Plagues? 

t-A'  ( ' ’ )  Water  turned  into  Blood.  (2.)  Frogs.  to  ! 

f1?’  ('!  )  fIles-  (5-)  Murrain  among  Cattle.  (6  )  Bods 
and  Blitters  on  Man  and  Bead.  (7.)  Thunder,  Light- 

OoS)  TW  hSal  'p(8')pL0CUih-  (9  )  TJlkk  D«kfefs. 
(io,j  1  he  Firtf- Born  Ham. 

ojifizz  sr1  “d  ■“  r“pk  *“»*»  «'«* 

A.  1  cs,  when  the/  faw  they  were  all  like  to  be  <fc- 

ftroyed, 
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The  Deliverance  of  the 


ft  roved,  for  there  was  not  a  Houfe  wherein  there  was  not 
one  dead  :  Then  they  haftened  them  out,  and  lent  them 
Tewels  and  Gold  to  adorn  their  Sacrifices  and  W  orfoip, 

£X°i6Qz  How  great  was  the  Number  of  the  I/raehtes 

^A^Sixhundre/thoufand  Men,  befides  Children,  and 

all  went  on  Foot,  Exod.  xii.  37'  .  ,  ,  •  T 

17  CL  Which  Way  did  the  I/raehtes  bend  their  Jour- 

CC  A*  Toward  the  Wildernefs  of  the  Red-fea,  as  they 
were  guided  by  God  himfelf  marching  before  them  in  a 
Pillar  of  Cloud  by  Day,  and  in  a  Pillar  of  F ire  by  Nignt, 

Exod.  xiii.  21.  .  .  .  .  c  ^ 

j  g  q.  But  did  not  Pharoah  and  his  Army  pur^u^ 

them  after  they  were  gone  ? 

A.  Yes,  they  repented  that  they  let  them  go,  and 

purfued  them  to  the  Red-fea,  refolving  to  deflroy  them, 
Exod.  xiv.  5.  and  xv.  9. 

1 9  Q.  How  did  the  People  of  Ifrael  who  came  out  ot 

Erypt  get  over  the  Red-fea  ? 

°A.  When  they  were  in  Diftrefs  with  the  Red-fea  be¬ 
fore  them,  and  Pharoah? s  Army  behind  them,  they 
cried  unto  God,  whereon  Mofes  bid  them  ftand  dill,  and 
fee  the  Salvation  of  the  Lord.  Then  at  the  Comman 
of  God,  Mofes  flruck  the  Sea  with  his  Rod,  and  divided 
the  Waters  afunder,  and  the  Children  of  Ifrael  went 
through  upon  dry  Land,  Exod.  xiv.  10,  16,  21,  29. 

20  What  became  of  the  Egyptians  that  followed 

*  T.  God  troubled  their  Army,  retarded  their  March, 
and  when  Mofes  fetched  out  his  Hand  over  the  Sea 
again,  the  Waters  returned  upon  them,  and  they  were 
drowned,  Exod.  xiv.  28. 

21  Q.  Whither  did  the  Children  of  Ifrael  go  then  . 

A.  They  went  wherefore  God  guided  them  by  the 

Pillar  of  Cloud,  and  the  Pillar  of  Fire  ;  and  they  moved 
and  they  reded,  according  to  the  Red  or  the  Motion  or 

this  Cloud,  Exod.  xiii.  2 1 .  JSumh.  x.  33,  34.. 

22  Q.  flow  did  the  People  of  Ifrael,  who  had  feen 

all  thefe  Wonders  behave  theinfelves  in  their  Travels  ? 

A.  At 


•  ri 
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tTr"^ *  ^  every  new  difficulty  when  thev  wanted  Meat  nr 
t‘>  ater,  or  met  with  Enemies  n  Vle  .  0r 

ag-QGHowld  M°feS’  ?X.°d/XV‘  23’  24 -andivLa?^ 

&3£d  pr0!!?"!  twC1 before  they  came  to  *■ 

thefr'sS^rf  Cr-d  f°rty  YearS  in  the  Wildernefs,  for 
[  O  Wl  7  f  T‘  3 1 **  3  3  •  See  P/alm  lxviii. 

^  }  V1^  did  they  «at  all  the  Time  ? 

— .  oca  fed  them  with  Manna  or  B rear?  *w 

d Own  f'VPrV  Mini'*-  f  TT  *  J-etCal  ttJcit  CaiTlC 

Can  F7  7  8  0W  Heaven>  and  hy  a11  ™nd  the 

C  E*°r:  'S’  35-  Pm.  Yiii.  3. 

2J  -  f  .v  hat  did  they  drink  in  the  Wildernefs  ? 

A  Majeet mote  the  Reck  with  his  Rod,  and  Wa‘er 

gufhea  on.  m  a  River,  which  attended  them  in  their 
joerneys,  Exod.  xvil.  5,  6.  1  Or.  x.  4.  fW.  xx.  , , 
-Webern,  ix.  15.  T  JI° 

Year!  ?'  ^  **  ^  d°  for  Clot]les  du™g  thefe  forty 

we  t' JthenRf ment  WaXed  n0t  0ldj  »°f  did  their  Shoes  * 
^^ar  oat,  Deut .  xxix.  5. 

27  Q.  Did  Mofes  govern  all  this  People  himfelf  ? 

A;  Dy  his  Father-in-law  Jethro’ s  Advice,  and  by 

fi  APpPr°b,aU?-n)  he  aPP°in£ed  Officers  and  Judges 
over_  the  People  tor  common  Cafes,  but  every  harder 
vvos  brought  to  Mofes,  Exod.  xviii. 

2  3  (Y  Yon  told  me  that  Mofes  was  a  Lawgiver  to  the 
Jews  or  reopleo f  Ifrael,  pray  how  came  he  by  thofe 
w  Je  and  holy  Eaws  which  he  gave  them  ? 

A;  he rfor*vwied  with  God  fourfeore  Days  and  Nights 
n  Mount -W,  and  there  he  learnt  them,  Exod.  xxiv 
12.— 18.  Deut.  ix.  9,18. 

Tn  ThC  uC°n  e  °f  Vrael  wcre  not  aI1  called  Je  ws 
till  after  the  Return  from  the  Captivity  of  Babylon, 

the  chief  .1  art  ot  thofe  who  returned  being  of  the 

\ nbe  of  Judah  :  Yet  in  all  later  Hillories,  the  I  fa 

thus  are  fo  umverfally  called  Jews,  that  I  have  fome- 

timcs  Uied  this  Name,  even  in  the  earlier  Part  of  their 

iiillory.  It  is  plain  that  Mofes  was  twice  with  God 

on  Mount  Sinai,  and  that  forty  Days  each  Time  • 

for  Mofes  coming  down,  and  finding  the  Idolatry  of 

the  golden  Calf,  broke  the  Tables  of  the  Law  which 

God 
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God  wrote  firH ;  and  God  called  hint  up  tlie  fecond 
t:me,  and  write  the  Law  on  new  a  aoits.  oV ^  i^xoti. 
xxxiv,  i  —  5,  *b. 

?g  Q  What  Token  was  there  that  Mofes  had  been 
#it  1  God  ? 

A  The  Face  of  Mofes  fnone  fo  that  the  People  could 
not  convene  with  him,  till  he  put  a  Vail  on  ms  face, 

Mxod.  xxxiv  29,  35-  .*# 

30  What  Sort  of  Laws  were  thofe  which  Mofes  gave 

the  'Jews? 

A.  Moral  Laws,  Ceremonial  Laws,  and  Judicial 
Laws,  and  all  by  G*.d  s  own  Appointment,  Exod.  xxiv. 
12.  Ifa.  xxxiii.  22. 

3 1  Qc  What  was  the  Religion  of  the  Jews,  or  IfraeU 
ties  ? 


A,  The  far  e  with  the  Pveligion  of  Adam  after  his 
Fall,  of  Noah ,  and  Abraham ,  in  Chap.  II.  Quell.  50. 

,  with  thefe  Additions  givea  1  y  Mofes. 

*  Ndte,  This  is  called  the  j e  w  i s  h ,  or  Mo s  a  i  c  a  l ,  or  L f. - 
vitical  Dispensation  ;  and  herein  God  may  be 
conlidered  under  three  Characters  : 

1.  As  the  Uribverfal  Creator  of  all  Men ,  and  as  the 
Lord  God  and  Ruler  of  the  Souls  and  Conferences  of  all, 
and  of  the  jews  as  aPart  of  Mankind:  And  under 
this  Character  He  required  of  the  Jews  all  the  Duties 
or  the  Light  of  Nature ,  or  the  Moral  Law  which 
obliged  all  Mankind  as  well  as  them,  and  that  under 
every  Difpenfation. 

2.  Pie  may  be  conlidered  as  the  God  of  Ifrael ,  or  the 
Jews,  as  a  Church  outward  and  viiible  ;  whom  He  had 
Separated  from  the  relt  of  the  Nations  to  be  a  peculiar 
People  to  Himfelf  ;  and  fo  He  preformed  to  them  pe¬ 
culiar  Forms  of  Worfhip  and  fpcciul  Cere  nonies  and 
Rites  of  Religion,  as  Tokens  of  their  Duty  and  his 
Grace. 

3.  He  may  beconfidered  as  the  proper  King  of  the  If 
raelites ,  as  a  Nation,  and  as  they  were  his  Subject's, 
and  fo  Pie  gave  them  Judicial  or  Political  Laws, 
which  relate  to  their  Government,  and  the  common 
Affairs  of  the  civil  Law.  But  thefe  three  Sorts  of 
JL&ws  are  not  kept  fo  entirely  diilinCl  as  nor  to  be  in- 

C  tenniauied 
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Body1 of  ilw)*-!*?1  •0ther'  h  h  311  indeed  but  one 

their  Plowing  and  Sowing"  ^the  IV  1,?™“'^ 
particular  Smk  r,f  v  iS  h  Prohibition  of 

5*  i "  sr?  s;r  rd“ 

:s  cxr:Tr  fc*r  <*£ » “fe 

Aw/  buf  i rn  ’  ,S-  for  th®  Part  the  Zaw  e> 

mature,  out  it  has  fometniiipr  of  a  t.  a*  *  J 
ceremonial  „,  ,i„„,  io  it.  *"* 

fr;  ,c,”"£r ,he  »-* 

f  ? »  mm.  ofthe"';S  u«rh;r, 

led  iTS  ;f»kS!Sh  *•»  *W  »  be  tar*. 


CHAP.  iv. 

0/ the  Moral  Law. 

*  a  W ?wt?  Was  the  MoraI  Law  slven  to  the 

A.  All  thole  Commands  which  relate  to  their  Behavi 
our,  confidered  as  Men,  and  which  lie  fcat  ered  unanJ 
down  ,n  the  Books  of  Mo/a,  but  they  are  as  kwere" 

2  q  1  How  weare  th  7Paf  r"  the  *“  Commandments. 
A  Bv  the  V  h  r  tea  S0mman'ls  firft  gHen  them  ? 
Month  r  ,  Ce  °.f  God  0,1  Mount  Sinai,  three 

?nded  vvfth"  Th* i  H°m“g  T  °f  ESyP‘  >'  and  it  was  at- 
e,d  ™«L  J  hundcr,  and  Fire,  and  Smoke  and  the 
■hound  of  a  Trumpet,  &d.x ix.  l8,  ,9.  and  xx  "M? 

wrhtSV7  WaS  th‘5  M°ral  Law  more  Specially 

A.  In  tiie  Two  Tables  of  Stone  which  God  wrote 

Witja 
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with  his  own  Hand,  nnd  gave  to  Mofes ,  Exod.  xxlv.  1 2« 
shap  xxxii  15,  16  ant  xxxiv.  1. 

4  CL  What  did  the  firlf  Table  conta:n  ? 

A  Their  Duty  towards  God  in  the  four firft  Com¬ 
mandments.  S ee  Exod.  xx  3' — 11.  Dent ,  v.  22. 

5  CL  What  are  thefe  four  firfl  Commandments? 

A.  (1.)  Thou  fhalthave  no  other  Gods  before  me, 

(2  )  Thou  fha.lt  no:  make  to  thyfclf  any  graven  Imag-e, 

«©r  any  Likenefs  of  any  Thing  that  is  in  Heaven  above, 
©r  that  is  in  the  Earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  Water 
under  the  Earth  :  Thou  lhal:  not  bow  down  chyfelf  trt 
them,  nor  fetve  them  ;  f  r  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a 
jealous  God,  vifiiing  the  Iniqui  y  of  the  Fathers  upon 
the  Children,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  Generation  of 
them  that  hate  me  and  ihewing  Mercy  un  o  Thoufands 

them  that  love  me,  and  keep  my  Commandments. 

(3.)  Thouihaft  not  take  the  M  ime  of  the  Lord  thy 
God  in  vain  ;  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefs 
that  nketh  his  Name  in  vain. 

(4.)  Remember  the  Sabbath  Dsv  to  keep  it  holy  Six 
Days  fhalt  thou  labour,  and  do  all  thy  Work,  but  the 
feventh  Day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God  :  In  it 
thou  (halt  not  do  any  Work,  ttou,  nor  thy  Son,  nor 
thy  Daughter,  nor  thy  Man  Servant,  nor  thy  Maid  Ser¬ 
vant.  nor  thy  Cattle,  nor  the  Stranger  that  is  within  thy 
Gates ;  for  in  fix  Days  the  Lord  m ice  HeaVen  and  Earth, 
the  Sea.  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and  reded  the  fevcntlx 
Day  :  Wherefore  the  Lord  bluTed  the  Sabbath-Day,  and 
hallowed  it. 

6  Is  God's  refiing  from  his  Work'  of  Creadon  thes 
feventh  Day,  the  only  Reafon  why  the  Jews  were  re¬ 
quired  10  keep  the  Sabbath  dr  Day  of  Red  i 

A.  This  latter  Part  of  the  fourth  Commandment, 
namely.  The  Reafon  of  the  Sabbath,  taken  from  the 
Creation,  and  God’s  rejiing  on  the  feventh  Day,  is  en¬ 
tirely  omitted  in  the  Rehearfal  of  the  ten  Commands  in 
the  fifth  of  Deuteronomy  :  And  inftead  of  it  the  Jews  are 
required  to  obferve  this  Command  of  die  Sabbath  or 
holy  Red,  for  another  Rcalon,  namely,  becaufe  they 
were  Slaves  in  Egypt,  and  God  gave  them  a  Releafe  and 
Red:  from  their  Slavery,  Deut  v.  15  Though  it  is  pof- 

£  2  Lb!* 


J 


38 


Of  the  Moral  L  AW. 


Chap,  ir 


Tr  l’c  t^  Reafons  of  tills  Command  might  be  pronounc- 

j  “°m  ;flount  Slnai>  a"d  only  that  mentioned  in  Exe- 
dus  bc  "  tit  on  the  Tables  ofStone. 

7  Q,.  What  did  the  fecord  Table  contain  ? 

„  t1  “eir  ,Duty  loward  Man  ^  >hc/e  Uft  Command, 
men.s,  txed  xx.  12,  17.  Deut.  v.  22. 

^  Ql  ^  ^iat  are  thefe  fix  laft  Commandments  ? 

A.  (5.)  Honour  thy  Father  and  thy  Mother,  ‘that  thy 

F>ays  may  be  long  upon  the  Land  which  the  Lord  thv 
5jod  giveth  thee. 

(6.)  Thou  (halt  not  kill. 

(7O  i  hou  (halt  not  commit  Adultery. 

(8.)  Thou  Ihalt  not  (leal. 

(9.)  Thou  Ihalt  not  bear  falfe  Witnefs  again  ft  thy 
Heigh  hour.  “T 

1  7h0a  fta!t  n0£  covet  thy  Neighbour’s  Houfe ; 
tncu  malt  not  com  thy  Neighbour’s  Wife,  nor  his 
Man  Servant,  nor  his  Maid-Servant,  nor  his  Ox,  nor 
his  Afs,  nor  ary  Thing  that  is  thy  Neighbour’s 

9  CL  W  ere  thefe  .  ten  Commands  given  to  the  Jews 
only,  or  are  they  given  to  all  Mankind  ? 

A.  Aimed  every  Thing  contained  in  thefe  Com¬ 
mands  is  taught  by  the  Light  of  Nature,  and  obliges  all 
IviainCiiid  j  tne  Honour  that  is  done  them  m  the  New* 

-*■  ednment  intimates  this  alio.  L>ut  tliere  are  (everal  E  x — 
piehioris  in  theie  Laws  by  which  it  plainly  appears,  they 
were  peculiarly  appropriated  and  fuited  to  the  Jcwifh  Na¬ 
tion  in  their  awful  Proclamation  at  Mount  Sinai. 

10  CL  Wherein  does  it  appear  fo  plainly  that  thefe 
.Laws,  as  given  at  Mount  Sinai,  have  a  peculiar  Refped 
to  the  Jews  ? 

A.  'Phis  is  evident  in  the  Preface,  where  God  engapes 
their  Attention  and  Obedience  by  telling  them,  that  he 
was  t/.  e  Lora  their  God,  who  brought  them  out  of  the 
Land  of  Egypt.  This  appears  alfo  in  the  fourth  Com- 
mind,  where  \\\o  fervent h  Day  is  the  appointed  Sabbath 
for  the  jews :  and  in  Deut.  v.  15.  God  gives  this  Reafon 
for  the  Sabbath,  that  He  brought  them  out  of  Egypt  wit h- 
d  mighty  Hand.  It  is  yet  further  manifeft  in  the  £fih 
Commandment,  where  the  Promife  of  long  Life  in  the 
isWid)  literally  refers  to  the  Land  of  Canaan  which  God 

gave 
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.rave  to  that  People  :  That  thy  Days  may  belong  in  the 
Land  -which  the  Lord , by  God  gimth  thee.  Yet  as  is  be¬ 
fore  intimated,  the  Citation  ot  them  by  taeApoft.es  in 
the  New  Teftament  as  Rules  of  our  Duty,  noth  plainly 
enforce  the  Qbfervation  of  them  fo  far  on  the  Consciences 

®f  Chriftians, 
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CHAP.  V. 

Of  the  Ceremonial  Law  of  the  Jews, 

HAT  was  the  Ceremonial  Law  ? 

J.  AH  thofe  Commands  which  feem  t® 
have  fome  "religious  Defign  in  them,  efpecially  fuch  as 
related  to  their  Cleanfings  from  any  Defilement,  and  their 

peculiar  Forms  of  Worfhip.  ...  . 

Note,  I  have  hinted  before,  that  feveral  of  tie  i  olitical 
Laws  which  were  given  to  the  Jews  by  God  as  their 
King,  have  fomething  ceremonial  in  them  ;  and  they 
were  defigned  to  be  Emblems,  Types,  or  Figures  of 
fome  fpiritual  Par^s  of  Religion.  _  There  were  alfo 
fome  Part  of  their  Ceremonies  of  Purification,  and  tneir 
Rites  of  Religious  Worfhip  which  have  a  political  A- 
fpett,  and  w’ere  preferibed  by  God  as  King  of  their 
Nation.  But  I  choofe  to  rank  ah  their  purifying 
Rites  and  their  Rules  of  Worfhip,  rather  under  this 
Head  of  the  Ceremonial  cr  Religious  Laws,  because 
their  Forms  of  Purification,  do  more  plainly  and  emi¬ 
nently  typify  or  reprefent  to  us  how  much  Care  tne 
People  of  God  fliould  take  to  be  feparated  and  purified 
from  every  Sin,  and  from  the  Communion  of  dinners : 
And  the  Jewifh  Rites  of  Worfhip  reprefen t  to  us,  by 
Way  cf  Type  or  Emblem,  that  fpiritual  and  evangelic 
Worfhip  which  fhould  be  paid  to  God,  efpecially  un¬ 
der  the  New  Teftament,  as  the  Lord  of  Souls  and 
Consciences ;  as  well  as  thofe  Bleflings  of  the  Goipel, 
which  are  brought  in  by  Chrift  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
ere  repreftnted  hereby, 

1  '  SECT, 
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4®  The  Ceremonies  */  P  u  *  i  r  i  *  *  T  t  o  w;  SeS,  J, 

SlCI'  L  0f  the  Ceremonies  of  Purification. 

B  ^  W"  H  A  T  U'erc  the  c^ief  Rites  or  Ceremonies 

-o„gUjejrnted  for  F^.”  or  ^5 

Blood  VInmmingWwith"holv  with  T7ater  or 

Man  or  Wonan  °  ■  °*  ’  .^lavi(  g  the  Head  of 

X^-  *v  *vl  and  xiii.  33  Nm^  ■  *0,.  '3;  «?— 

3CX  What  were thoferhm^  Vp',9;  W  xJ- 9- 

Jew,  which  .ere  r™  t0  b^purifiSf"5  ^  the 

other Thingj^vhich weie^t apanfor tl^S  G-amefnts  or 

*ni  all  fuclfas  hac  ^ 

human  dear  RrHipc  o  /  ■L‘eP“°iy,  by  touching* 

ml,  or  by  o-ne  ^remS ^pfS°f  Unc!ean  Am* 

to  be^nfied  for" hf Ufe  oUhJ^Es^ the  Genti!es 

.  I  lie  i  lungs  which  could  endure  th<*  , 

pais  through  the  Fire  •  othpr  Thir,  ^  were 

4“  *“■  '»!d »» >» 

a  a 

ss-yy*  ^’syssrto s 

pp,iri,  a«£  “J&& 

c"  »r,r  $  &  “? 

£™S- -”6“ b'  •»  -  -  <*  c*»r «  Zsz 

6  Were  there  any  Crimes  of  real  Immorality  or 

Impiety 
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€&2p,  V.  Tbs  Ceremonies  of  Yv ^17 iqatio^. 

Impiety  which  could  be  taken  away  by  any  of  thefe  out- 

ward  Ceremonies  oi  Purification  ?  r 

A.  The  mere  outward  Performance  oi  any  of  thefe 
Ceremonies  did  purify  the  Peifons  defiled  no  further, 
than  to  fet  them  right  in  their  political  State,  asbuoje 
under  God  as  their  King  ;  and  to  cleanfc  them  as  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Jewiih  viiibie  Church  from  ceremonial  De¬ 
filement,  Heb.  ir.  13-  The  Blood  of  Bulls  and  of  Goats, 
and  the  Albes  of  an  Heifer,  fprinkling  the  Unclean  fane- 
tifieth  no  further  than  to  the  purifying  of  the  r‘ejh.  Kut 
Heb.  X.  4  It  is  not  pojftble  that  the  soloed  of  Lulls  and 
Goats,  fbould  take  away  Sins  ;  that  is,  as  they  are  com¬ 
mitted  again il  God  as  the  Lord  of  their  Souls  and  Con- 

fciences. 

-  Q.  How  then  were  the  Sins  of  the  Jew's  cleanfed  or 
pardoned,  I  mean  their  real  Immoralities  and  Impieties 
Lainft  God,  a?  the  Lord  of  Confidence  ? 

A  They  obtained  Pardon  of  God  according  tD  the 
Pifcovery  of  Grace  and  Forgivenefs  fcattered  up  and 
down  through  all  the  five  Books  of  Mo/es,  and  etpecially 
according  to  thePromifes  made,  and  the  Encouragements 
p  iven  to  Abraham ,  Jjaac ,  and  Jacob ,  and  m  gencial  to 
all  thofe  who  fincereiy  repent  or  Sin,  and  trull;  in  the 
Mercy  of  God  fo  far  as  it  was  then  revealed,  and  to  be 
further  revealed  in.  dime  to  come,  Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  / . 
Deut.lv  29—31.  Ifa  lv.  7,  \$c.  But  this  Forgive- 
nefs  is  owing  to  the  efi^dlual  Attonement  ok  Chnit, 
which  was  to  be  made  in  due  Time,  and  which  took  away 
Sins  pail  as  well  as  to  come,  Rom.  iii.  21,  24,  25,  26. 

g  (X  Did  thefe  outward  Rites  or  Purification  then  do 
frothing  towards  the  Removal  of  their  moral  Defilements 
®r  Sins  ? 

A.  As  their  outward  or  ceremonial  Defilements  were 
appointed  to  be  Emblems  and  Figures  of  the  fpiritual  or 
moral  Defilement  of  the  Soul  by  Sin,  fo  many  cf  thete 
Ceremonies  of  Purification,  and  particularly  thoC  by 
Water  and  Blood,  were  Pledges  and  Tokens  to  allure 
them  that  God  would  forgive  Sin  ;  and  they  were  alfo 
Figures  and  Emblems  of  the  Removal  of  moral  Defile¬ 
ment  or  Sin  from  the  Souls  of  Men  by  the  atoning  Blood 
tfChrilb,  and  by  the  fandlifying  Spirit  of  God,  which 
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ix,rPandxCnt£d  Un<iCrthe  Fi^UrC  0f  clea»  Water,  See  lid. 

properly  V'^T  m,'ght  COme.  3'n 

be  e  inquired  whether  the  Ce  acrt^c.es  :  ^ut  ^ving 

Methods  of  Pur  fee  a  den  Tr  fT6  Sacr>‘fces  and 

ftme  real  Immoralities  and  Wicb  d^f^’  apPniRted„  for 

had  committed  a  Trefna<«  a  *  as  wben  a  Man 

his  Neighbour  lvV  ??aUlft  the  Lord>  bX  tying  to 
x^cigiiDour,  by  cheating-  or  robbing  u:/ 

iVeanne  falflv  whpn  u  u  i7  r  *  rc  JDlng  “lrn>  or  by 

«.  and  f;0“,,'Bo™7,  «■*•*  - 

rf  f”-" *• 

of  God#,Vf-WOUldrfet  hini  riSJit  5nd«d 
whole  polftical  Laws  thpSMIn^  j‘  t)le  Nation>  againft 

rafs  •  h,  it  h  ,  Man  had  c°mmitted  this  Tref. 

pais,  but  it  never  was  defio-nprJ  t-rt  r  i*  ^  1  rei 

Guilt  of  this  Sin  in  the  Sio-hr’nf  P  5  hTlm  /rom  thc 

Science,  unlefs  he  repenwi of >? %  as.the,*A>I*  of  Con- 

trailed  in  the  Mercv^f  Pod  /  fS  ‘Sln.In  US  Heart,  and 

that  Day  for  it  ill °d  0JW  ,3S  “  was  revealed  in 

^^•i's&gs&i*  *  **  “/ 

StCT.  II.  Of  the  Holy  Persons. 

T ?rE  the  R?aa’cr  takc  Notice  that  fevcral 
„  Thm.gs  mentioned  n  this  and  the  t«,„  ft,,  * 
feeftions,  namely  of/*/,  P .  /  W  following 

are  deferlkJ  •  r'-  Perfons>  P“*ces  and  Things 

are  defenbed  m  I-igures,  to  give  a  plainer  Idea  oft|^’ 

-  .oQ.  Having  fimfhed  the  Rites  of  Purification  ley-' 

Zr&t^xsfi***** 

•*;*$&  swiftfe- 

Hr  VV  1±at  niean  y°u  by  calling  all  thefe  Holy  P 

A»  I  xnca^j 
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Chap.  V.  Of  the  ITolt  Persons. 

A.  I  mean  fuch  Perfons,  fuch  Places,  fuch  Things, 
an!  fuch  Times  and  A&ions,  as  were  devoted  to  God 
and  his  Worfhip,  or  appointed  for  his  fpecial  Service, 
Numh.  xvi  5.  Lev.  xxi.  8.  and  xxii.  15. 

12  QT  Who  might  be  called  the  Holy  Perfons  among 

the  Jews  or  Ifraelites  ? 

A.  The  Priefts  and  the  Nazarites,  and  all  the  Levites, 
Lev.  xxi.  1,  6.  Numb,  vi  2,  8.  and  viii.  14  tnough 
Sometimes  the  whole  Nation  are  called  holy,  Exod.  xix.  6. 

13  Q.  Who  were  appointed  to  be  Priefts  ? 

A.  Firft  Aaron  himfelf,  and  then  the  elded  of  Aaron' s 
Family  were  appointed  to  be  High-Priefts  in  Succefiion  ; 
and  the  red  of  his  Sons  and  their  Pofterity  were  the  Priefts 
provided  they  hid  no  Blemifh  in  their  Bodies,  Lev  xvi. 
32.  and  xxi.  17.  Exod.  xxix.  30  Numb.  iii.  3,  4,  io, 
32.  ch:p.  iv.  16.  chap.  xvi.  40.  andxx.  25,26. 

'  1  a  CT  How  were  they  made  Priefts  ? 

A'.  They  were  foleirnly  feparated  at  firft  to  the  Prieft’s 
Office  by  Anointings,  and  Purifications,  and  Sacrifices, 
Lev.  viii 

1  r  Cf  What  was  the  Bufmefs  of  the  Priefts  ? 

A.  Their  chief  Buiinefi  was  to  oiler  Sacrifices  to  the 
Lord,  to  burn  incenfe  before  him  in  the  holy  Place,  to 
kindle  the  Lamps,  to  do  the  higher  Services  of  the  Sanc¬ 
tuary,  and  to  inftrudl  the  People,  Lev.  i.  5,  7,  8.  and 
ii.  2.  Numb ,  xvi,  40.  Exod.  xxx.  7. 

16  What  was  the  Office  of  the  High-Prieft  ? 

A.  He  was  appointed  to  come  nearer  to  God,  even  to 
enter  into  the  molt  holy  Place  to  do  fpecial  Services  on 
the  yearly  Day  of  Atonement,  to  over  fee  all  the  public 
Worfhip,  and  to  judge  among  them  in  many  civil  Mat¬ 
ters  as  well  as  religious,  Ads  xxhi.  4,  5.  Lev.  xvi.— 
Numb,  iii  4,  6.  Deut .  xvii. 

17  Was  there  any  Work  which  the  Priefts  perform¬ 
ed  in  common  with  the  High-Pried  ? 

A.  All  the  Priefts  were  to  teach  the  People  their  Duty, 
to  aftift  in  judging  of  civil  and  religious  Matters,  and 
biefs  the  People  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  Deut  xvii  8— 
13,  and  xxi.  5.  Numb.  vi.  23.  Mai.  ii,  7. 

Note ,  The  Pnefts  were  appointed  to  give  the  Senfe  of 

the  Law  in  civil  as  well  as  religious  Concerns,  becaufe 

the 
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the  ft  me  God  who  was  the  Obie£l  of  their  w  a.- 
was  alfo  King  of  their  Nation.  J  Worfol?* 

\S  %  Wh°  Were  tbe  Nazar  it  es  ? 

£rd,'I““cl3  <*»«*■**■ 

Vow.  Numb.  vi.  3r  3  flme  by  a  particular 

Sepa9rad5„That  ""  ^  Ruk$  °f  a  Nazariu',  Vow  or 

SL’txgg  *rT  » 

“P»"  *  Head,  b„  £  K  tTi” 

i  6  9feILcnd€r  tome  Cerem0nial  defilement,  M.vt 

1°  %  Idow[  hi’  Vow  to  be  finiihed  or  ended  > 
Offfrin  e'a  sZT£  ^  H?f  ^  ^  D°°r  °f  tbe  Tabernacle 

it,  211  T, is!  bUrmn£  hk  Hiir  in  1116  Fi-  of 

2 1  Who  were  the  Levites  P 

s  £  s  e 

ow„  nL/ Ui\°n  />;£/’-Wh0m  God  daia«d  -  his 

in.  ^o.  and  vin.  n _ in. 

A  ^rrYr7^00?  LIai!n  3il  the  Fi'rft- born  of 7 Trail? 
A.  Became  he  faved  them  from  the  deitrovinp-  Ano-el 

7“  ‘e  f““  *“ ,h'  '*•  n»  »f  %?,,  as 

23  Ch  What  were  the  Buiinefs  of  the  Ltvittt  ? 
t,  7  To  wa,t  on  the  Priefts  in  their  Office,  and  to  do 

viii.'raXf  V  b^  SanflU3ry  °f  h°iy  PlaCC’  N“*b- 

ef  the&nflumy7re  ^  fe*iUatcd  t0  the  Serv!ce 

•  ^ri"kl!ng  Water  of  Purification  on  them,  /hav¬ 

ing  their  Fieffi,  waihmg  their  Garments,  and  the  People 

&w  ”  w'“  “ b?  f”'“‘ 


Siect< 


•haprV.  Of  the  Holy  Places,  &e.  4; 

Sect.  III.  Of  the  Holy  Places,  particularly  the 

Tabernacle. 

35  EXT  to  the  holy  Perfons  let  us  inquire 

T  ^  what  were  the  holy  Places  ? 

A.  The  Tabernacle  in  the  Days  of  Mofes,  and  the 
Temole  in  the  Days  of  Solomon,  each  of  which  i .5  fome- 
times  called  the  Sanfluary,  Exod.  xxv.  8.  i  Cssro.  xxii* 

59 

26  Q_  What  was  the  Tabernacle  ? 

A  It  was  a  Sort  of  moveable  Building  made  of  Pillars 
and  Boards  let  in  Sockets  of  Silver,  and  line  linen  Cur¬ 
tains  embroidered  with  Cherubs,  and  coupled  with  Loops 
and  Tacks  of  Gold,  that  the  whole  might  be  taken  to 
Pieces,  and  carried  with  them  in  their  Journeys.  See 
Excd.  xxvi. 

flote,  When  Mo/es  had  received  full  Orders  for  making 
this  Tabernacle,  he  came  down  from  Mount  Sinai, 
and  found  the  People  had  been  guilty  of  Idolatry,  in 
miking  a  golden  Calf:  Thsn  it  is  faid.  He  took  the 
Tabernacle  and  pitched  it  without  the  Camp,  and  afar 
from  the  Camp ,  and  called  it  the  Tabernacle  of  the 
Congregation:  And  e-uery  One  that  fought  the  Lord, 
went  cut  to  this  Tabernacle,  This  is  iuppofed  to  be  a 
little  occafional  Tabernacle,  made  like  a  fmal!  Chapel 
for  prelent  Worfliip ;  for  God  refided  there  at  the 
Door  of  it  in  a  cloudy  Pillar  ;  and  Mofes  went  into  this 
Tabernacle  and  talked  with  God  there,  Excd,  xxxiii, 
6,  7,  &c.  But  when  the  great  Tabernacle  was  hnilh- 
ed,  according  to  God’s  Appointment,  it  it  iod  not 
without  the  Camp,  as  appears  in  the  following  Quef- 
tion. 

27  Where  did  the  Tabernacle  flarxl  when  it  was 
reared  up  ? 

A,  It  fxood  within  a  hrge  Space  of  Ground  which 
was  called  the  Court  of  the  Tabernacle,  one  hundred  Cu¬ 
bits  long,  and  fifty  Cubits  broad,  ExoJ,  xxvii.  9 — 18. 
and  all  the  Tribes  pitched  their  Tents  round  about  it. 

Numb.  ii. 

28  How  was  the  Court  of  the  Tabernacle  inclofed? 
A.  It  was  inclofed  by  a  Row  of  Pillars  on  each  Side 

with 


r'.-  f:-  i 


kgs,  namely,  Seft.  IV. 


A9  %-HT  w“ ‘iie  Tab^nacle  covered  ? 

onfof  (Joats^H-iir  “ih  °rK.Hurta!ns ;  0Ge  cf  fine  Linen, 

Rams  dved  re?  1  u  r rd  ,*as  made  of  tb"  Skins  of 
jc.»  •  1  y-d  red,  and  the  fourth  or  outermofl  of  Badger 

fckmsto  endure  the  Weather,  EXod.^TZ\l  Z 
A  %  ^  R2?mS  W3S  the  Tabehiacle  divided  ? 

minifter  dnil^  Ta  where  the  Priefls  entered  to 

the  fTiv’>  P  I  a  ~n  ^  j  m°^  E  ^act’  wbere  none  but 
the  h^h-lneft  entered,  and  that  but  once  a  Year,  Ilf 

ioff?  ^  H°W  W2S  LV  h°b  PilCe  divided  fr0!n  ™ft 

lout'  emK3  SUrta?n  ™  Vail  of  fine  L;nen  of  various  Co- 
0„.S  embroidered  with  Cherubs,  and  hung  on  four  Pd- 

I*”  °nrIa4dwKh  Go!d>  E*°J-  3*.  3Z>  34 

3  2  What  was  the  Temple  ?  ^ 

A  m°ft  SIorjous  Building  of  Stone  and  Timber 
ta  fed  near  five  hundred  Years  afterward  by  Rin~  Solemn 
lniiead  of  this  moveable  Tabernacle,  i  Chrol  xvii. 

1  l>  12  I  kings  vi.  i,  2.  3 

33  Q.  But  befides  thefe  holy  Places  (namely  the  Ta~ 

hdyCity  TA  116  W3S  n0t  Jerufalem  cal,cd  ‘Be 

nlt',;JeS+heCZU{e,  G°d  aPPninted  the  Tabernacle  in 

caufe  the  Tlmeit0  beie!?rd  to  Mount  Z‘°K’  aGd  be. 
hoth  il,  TempleW3f  b,ut t  by  Solomon  on  Mount  Moriah, 
both  which  art =  included  within  the  City  of  Jenfalem, 

f  Jeh.  xi.  i.  2  Chron.  m.  i.  and  i  Kings  viii.  It 


Sect.  IV.  Of  the  Holt  Things,  namely.  Ait  an, 

Garments,  Sacrifices ,  &c. 


34- 


o 


PI  A  T  were  the  holy  Things  ? 

.  ,  -  A'  There  was  a  great  Number  of  holy 

/  nn&  made  cf  Gold  and  Silver,  Brafs  and  Wood,  and 
f'nen>  aj^  ether  Materials  both  dry  and  liquid 
which  were  ufed  in  thejewifii  Worlhip. 

,  ,^r  ^at  were  c^ief  or  mod  conlxderable  of 

thefe  holy  ]  hmgs  ?  _• 

A.  The 


. 


■ 

■ 

■  . 

-- 


Chap.  V.  Altar st  Garments,  Sacrifices,  4? 

A  The  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  and  the  Mercy  Seat, 
the  Altar  of  Incenfe,  the  Table  and  the  Candicftick,  the 
Altar  of  Burnt -Offering,  and  the  Laver,  the  Pneft  s 
Garments,  the  Sacrifices,  the  purifying  Water,  tnc  ho  y 
Oil,  and  holy  Perfume,  together  with  V  efieis  or  Initru* 
meats  relating  to  all  or  any  of  thefe,  Exod.  xxxi.  7  1 1. 

36  ££  What  was  the  Ark? 

A.  L  was  a  Cheft  or  Coffer  made  of  Wood,  and  over¬ 
laid  with  Gold,  wherein  the  two  Tables  of  the  Law  were 
kcot,  of  Gods  own  Writing,  with  fome  other  precious 
Things,  which  were  afterward  laid  up  there.  Exodus 

'iexv.  10 — 16.  Dent.  x.  1 — 5*  dJeb.  ix.  4>  5* 

Note,  The  Rod  of  Aaron ,  which  bloliomed  and  brought 
forth  Almonds,  and  the  Pot  of  Manna,  which  the  if 
r  a  elites  lived  upon  in  the  Wildernefs,  were  both  laid 
up  in  the  Ark  fora  perpetual  Memorial  of  thofe  mira¬ 
culous  Events,  Exod.  xvi.  33,  34-  Numb.  xvii.  10. 
Heb.  ix.  4.  Though  fome  learned  Men  rather  fuppofe 
thefe  were  only  placed  before  the  Ark,  and  not  in  it. 

37  Qc  What  was  the  Mercy  feat  ? 

A.  It  was  the  Covering  of  the  Ark,  and  it  was  made 
of  pure  Gold,  with  a  Cherub  of  Gold  at  each  End  of  it, 
with  their  Wings  ftretched  out  to  cover  the  Mercy- leat, 
and  their  Faces  toward  each  other,  and  toward  the  Mercy- 
feat  alfo,  Exod.  xv.  17 — 21. 

Note ,  A  Cherub  is  ufed  in  Scripture  to  denote  fome  ange¬ 
lic  Power  under  the  Figure  of  fome  flrange  Animal. 
It  is  described  always  like  a  living  Creature  with  Wings 
and  probably  with  cloven  Feet  too  ;  but  whether  it  be 
rather  in  the  Shape  of  an  Ox,  or  of  a  Man,  the  learn¬ 
ed  are  not  agreed.  Perhaps  it  was  fomecimes  nearer  to 
the  one  Form,  and  fometimes  to  the  other. 

38  QS  Why  was  the  Covering  cf  the  Ark  called  the 

Mercy  feat  ? 

A.  Becaufe  God  dwelt  on  it  as  the  God  cf  Ifrael,  be¬ 
tween  the  Cherubs,  in  a  Body  of  Light  or  a  bright 
Cloud,  and  appeared  there  as  a  God  of  Mercy,  accept¬ 
ing  their  Sacrifices  and  their  Prayers,  Exod.  xxv.  22. 
Lew.  xvi.  2.  Numb,  vii,  89  Pfalm  lxxx.  » .  This  Light 
was  called  by  the  Jews  the  Shechinah ,  or  the  Habitation 
©£  God,  and  feme  times  the  Glory,  Rom.  ix.  4, 

39'Qi  Where 


m 


i  air 


the  Holy  Tsism,  na.-r.el/. 


Sid.  IT 


A9  ?n  ZbeH0rof  Se,Ark  a",d  placed  ? 

x*vi.  33.  34.  H  ,CS  Wlthui  tilc  Vii1'  ***** 

>°  9;  was  the  oflncenfe  ? 

a  "t?  ;£S=^  * 

42  Q.  What  was  the  Table  ? 

J ij .  srdr5w.“a-  "’"ed 

*•«*%?&:&.  'iih  «* 

43  a  What  was  put  on  this  Taole .? 

c  lI*  f  WCiVe  Cakcs  of  Bread  were  iet  there  Mn 
Sabbath,  and  it  was  called  She^. bread,  Lev.  St""7 

44  W  vvhat  was  the  Candleftkk  ?  5‘ 

ft;  /cwas  madeof  pure  Go'id,  like  a  Pillar  Ci  r 
with  three  Branches  on  c:  1  ,  1  .  r  0r  Shaft, 

one  Lamp  on  the  Tor  and  ^  ’r  th“S  11  Would  hM 
Exod  xxv  .  3  I  P’  Md  rixLamPs  c"  Ae  Benches, 

4J  When  were  thefe  Lamps  drefTed  ? 

*Z?3£SSij?*&  Sf«  **  -« 

fo,i6  oLw  ■ bt- 

•4  *•  T*Me  »f 

A.  In  the  holy  Place. 

47  %  v-'hat  was  the  Altar  of  Burnt-Ofinh?  r 

wii slLS;:s  rrla?  rfh  Brar- 

belonging  to  it.  &,/x"vii  “  “d  °ther  Veffds 

48  Q.  What  was  the  U fe  of  it  .? 

UDon’  ;f!VthefU™tPffennSs  aiid'  Sacrifice*  were  offered 
upon  it,  JtLxod.  xxxvni.  i  vW 

49  ?r,  W^at  was  one  °fthe  chief  Glories  of  it  ? 

%*ssb»  - =*•  -*  % 

A  A  vail 


'  ■  '  .  -  •  '  •  ‘  ••  •  •  -  V 

*  .  :•  -  .  ...  ~.-C-  .  :•&  ... '  .  _• 


- 


V'S* 


s "  "  ;  -  •  •  --  '  -•  - r- " . 

•  •  •  -  .  •  f'-  "y  .  '  : 
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Chap.  V.  Altars ,  Garment s,  Sacrifices,  &c.  49 

A.  A  vail  Veffelof  Brafs,  containirg  a  large  Quantity 
of  Water  .  Exod ;  xxx ,  1 8 — 21. 

5 1  Q.  What  was  the  Defign  of  it  ? 

A.  For  the  Priefts  to  wafh  their  Hands  and  their  Feet 
when  they  went  to  do  Seivice  in  the  Tabernacle,  Exod% 

XXX  18 - 21. 

32  Q.  Where  did  the  Altar  of  Burnt  Offering  and  the 
Laver  Hand  t 

A  In  the  Court  of  the  Tabernacle  under  the  open 
Sky,  Exod.  xl  29,  30. 

53  Ql  Having  fecn  the  holy  Things  that  belonged  to 
the  Tabernacle,  let  us  now  inquire  what  were  the  Priefts 
holy  Gar?nents  ? 

A.  The  common  Priefts  had  a  Vefl:  called  an  Ephod 9 
and  fome  peculiar  Garments  of  fine  Linen  appointed  them 
when  they  miniftered  in  the  Tabernacle  ;  but  the  Gar¬ 
ments  of  the  High  Prieft  were  very  peculiar,  and  exceed¬ 
ing  rich  and  glorious,  1  Sam.  xxiL  18.  Exod .  xxxix.  1, 

*7>  41* 

54  Qi.  What  were  the  High Priefl’s  chief  Garments  ? 
A.  Thefe  fix  or  feven,  namely.  The  Ephod,  with  the 

Breaft- plate  and  Girdle  of  curious  Work,  the  Robe  of 
4he  Ephod,  the  embroidered  Linen  Coat,  and  the  Mitre 
with  a  golden  Plate,  Exod,  xxviii.  4. 

Note  here.  The  common  Priefts  had  fuch  a  linen  Coat 
and  Girdle,  but  not  embroidered,  and  fuch  a  Mitre  of 
Linen,  but  without  a  golden  Plate,  Exod.  xxviii.  40. 

55  Qi  What  was  the  Ephod  ? 

A.  It  was  a  Sort  of  fhort  Vefl  without  Sleeves,  to  be 
worn  above  all  the  other  Garments  ;  it  was  made  of  fine 
Linen,  with  blue,  purp’e,  and  fcarlet,  interwoven  with 
Plates  and  Wires  of  Gold,  Excd.  xxxix.  2,  3. 

56  What  was  the  Breafi-Plate  ? 

A.  It  was  made  of  the  fame  Work  as  the  Ephod,  of 
a  Span  fquare,  with  twelve  Jewels  fet  in  Gold,  ranked 
in  four  Row's  and  faflened  to  the  Ephod,  Exod .  xxxix. 
8,  9,  10. 

57  Q.  What  was  engraven  an  thefe  Jewels  ? 

A.  The  twelve  Names  of  the  Children  of  Ifirael ,  that 
the  High-  Prieft  might  bear  them  on  his  Breaft  as  a  Memo¬ 
rial  before  the  Lord,  Exod.  xxviii.  32.  and  xxxix.  14. 

58  W hut 


£3  Of  i  be  Ho  l  y  Things,  namely]  Chap,  if  > 

Bieaft^ate?3'  ^  Vn”  804  T^m,  on  the 
A.  it  was  fomething  whereby  the  Mind  and  Will. of 

“  £he  Hi»h  Prieft  when  he  in- 
xxvii  3u  Cd£7'  Excd-  x;ivhi'  30-  Numb. 

*°ie  here.  On  this  Ephod  was  the  Urim  and  Thummim 
in  the  Bread  plate,  which  are  fometimes  caked  thi 

°™\  e’  bccau'e  tlle  High  Pried  by  confuting  this  in 
any  Inquiry  of  Importance  found  the  Mind  of  God 
and  told  it  to  the  lnnnir«r  p..<-  i  .  * 

this  rT,;„„„i  if  Inqu.Irer-  Lut  we  know  not  vhat 
this  L'nm and  1  huminim  were,  or  by  what  Signs  or 

Tokens,  or  m  what  Manner  the  Mind  of  God  was 
mas.e  known  on  or  by  this  Bread  plate  to  the  Priefts 
whether  the  Anfwer  was  given  by  a  particular  Left  re 
a  meh  Letters  on  the  Bread  plate  as  fpelled  out  dif- 
tmit  Vv  oids  or  whether  by  a  Voice  from  the  Ephod, 
or  from  the  Mercy- feat,  is  not  hitherto  agreed  by  the 

earned,  and  their  Conje&ures.  about  it  are  very  vari¬ 
ous  and  uncertain 

59Q,  What  was  the  Girdle  of  the  Ephod  ? 

i  £  C1Uril0US,  Iir:cn  Girdle  of  embroidered  Work  tD 
nad  the  Epnod  with  other  Garments  clcfe  to  the  Body 

ed'to 'dWphcd: a  ro,ne  fuppofe  i£  10  have  W 

60  (,E  What  was  the  Rohe  of  the  Ephod  ? 

A.  It  was  an  upper  Garment  woven  all  of  blue,  with 
wrought  I  omegrana  es,  and  golden  Bells  hanging  cn 
ie  Hem,  to  marie  a  Sound  when  the  High  Priefl  went 
into  the  Holy  Place,  Exod.  xxxix.  31,  ,?  LW 

61  What  was  the  Coat  P 

A.  An  under  Garment,  clofer  to  the  Body,  iradeof 
.inen  and  finely  embroidered,  Exod.  xxviii.  4,  30. 

02  What  was  the  Mitre  P  °  J 

A.  It  was  a  Cap  of  fine  Linen,  with  a  Plate  of  pure 
Go.d  fadened  on  the  fore- part  of  it  with  a  Lace  of  blue 
Exod.  xxviii,  xxxvi,  and  xxxix.  28,  30 
63  What  was  engraven  on  this  Plate  ? 

A.  Holiness  to  the  Lord,  becaufe  Aaron  was  to 
bear  the  Iniquity  of  their  holy  Things,  that  they  might 
be  accepted  before  the  Lord,  Exod.  xxviii.  36-38.  and 

XXXIX,  28,  30,  31.  (54.  YhlM 


Seft.  IV.  Altars,  Garments,  Sacrifices,  &c.  $i 

64  Thus  much  for  the  holy  Garments :  Now  let 
us  hear  what  are  the  Sacrifices  that  were  appointed, 
which  are  alfo  numbered  among  the  holy  rI  hings  ? 

A.  All  Sacrifices  were  Offerings  made  to  God  :  Some 
were  of  Corn,  or  Wine,  cr  Oil ;  and  others  were  Oder- 
ings  of  living  Creatures,  Birds  or  Beads,  wrhich  were 
generally  to  be  flam  :  But  all  Sacrifices  mud  be  per  ft  ft 
in  their  Kind,  and  without  a  Blemifli,  Lev.  xxii.  19,2c* 
Note,  There  is  one  Angle  Exception  to  this  Rule,  Lev . 
xxii.  23.  where  a  Bullock  or  a  Lamb,  which  had  no 
other  Biemifh  but  feme  Anall  natural  Imperfection  cr 
Superfluity,  might  be  offered  in  the  Calc  of  a  mere 
Freer-vuiil  Offering ,  but  in  no  other  Cafes.  The  cur¬ 
rent  Language  of  Scripture  feems  every  where  elfe  fo 
plainly  to  require  Sacrifices  without  a  Blemidi,  that 
fome  Commentators  think  this  Text  mud  be  explain¬ 
ed  fome  othtr  Way. 

65  Q.  Where  were  thefe  Sacrifices  to  be  offered  ? 

A.  In  no  other  Place  but  at  the  Door  of  the  Taberna¬ 
cle,  or  the  Temple,  Lev,  xvii  8>  9.  Deut.  xii.  13. 

66  Q.  B  •at  do  we  not  read  of  Gideon ,,  and  Samuel, 
and  David  and  Elijah,  building  Altars,  and  offering 
Sacrifices  in  other  Places  ? 

A.  This  was  not  lawful  to  be  done  but  by  Prophets 
and  infpired  Men,  or  at  God’s  exprefs  Command, 

67  How  were  the  Sacrifices  offered  to  God  ? 

A.  In  fome  Sacrifices  the  whole  was  burnt  on  the  Altar  ; 
in  others,  a  Part  was  burnt,  and  other  Parts  were  given 
to  the  Priefls  for  their  Subfifltnce  :  And  in  fome  Sacri¬ 
fices  the  Perfonwho  offered  them  was  allowed  to  partake 
alfo.  See  the  /even  firfl  Chapters  of  Leviticus. 

68  What  was  done  with  the  Blood  of  the  living 
Creatures  that  were  facrificed  ? 

A.  The  Blood  was  never  to  be  ea‘en,  but  to  be  pour¬ 
ed  out  or  fprinkled,  according  to  God’s  Appointment  ; 
for  the  Blood  is  the  Soul  or  Life  of  the  Bead,  and  it  is 
Blood  that  maketh  Atonement  for  the  Soul  or  Life  of 
Man.  See  Lev.  xvii. 

69  Q.  What  was  the  Defign  of  Sacrifices  of  Corn, 
Wine  and  Oil  ? 

A.  Thefe  were  called  Meat  offerings  and  Dri  ik-cfir- 

f>  ings. 


5  2  Of  the  Holy  Things,  namely.  Chap.  V. 


ings,  and  they  were  appointed  chiefly  to  give  Thanks  to 
God.  xor  Mercies  received. 

7°  Qj.  What  was  the  Defign  of  killing  and  burning 
Jiving  Creatures  m  Sacrifice  ?  & 

rV{\\  m\ht  be  defigned  perhaps  by  Way  of 

ankfgivmg,  but  molt  of  them  were  to  make  Atone¬ 
ment  for  Sins  or  Trefpafles  againft  the  Law  of  the  lews 

j  7  7  .  ^  i±e  ceremonial  Defile¬ 

ment,  Heb.  ix  y,  13,  22, 

71  Q^How  could  the  killing  and  burning  cf  living 
Creatures  make  Atonement  for  Sin  ? 

■  Tt  A'  Is ^ot  St  Paul  allures  us)  that  the 

Mood  of  Bulls  and  Goats  Jhould  really  take  away  Sins  com¬ 
mitted  againil  God,  as  the  Lord  of  Conference  *  But 
when  a  Man  among  the  Jews  had  offended  God,  confi- 
dcred  as  King  of  the  Nation,  by  fome  civil  Trefpafs  a- 
gmnfl  the  Laws  oi  die  Land,  God  was  pleafed  to  accept 
of  the  Suffering  or  Death  of  the  Bead,  indead  of  the 
Death  or  Suffering  of  the  Man  :  Or  if  a  Perron  fell  into 
Jome  ceremonial  Defilement,  he  was  to  be  purified  by 
the  Blood  of  a  Bead  :  And  this  was  an  Emblem  or  Tvpe 
and  I  oken  that  the  Sin  of  Men  deferved  Death,  and 
that  God,  confidered  as  the  Lord  of  Confidence,  would 
forgive  Sin,  and  would  accept  of  the  Sufferings  and 
Deadi  of  his.  Son  in  due  Time,  as  a  real  Sacrifice  of 
Atonement,  in  the  Room  of  the  Sinner.  See  Heb.  ix, 

an.^  1  ^et'  b  l9 *  and  it*  24*  See  Qucft.  6,  7,  8.  of 
this  Chapter. 

7 2  Qa.  Wiih  what  fire  were  the  Sacrifices  burnt  ? 

A.  With  Eire  which  came  down  at  firft  from  Heaven 
on  the  Altar,  and  it  was  kept  always  burning  on  the 
Altai  foi  failed  Lies,  that  is,  to  light  the  Lamps,  to 
burn  Jncenfe,  and  to  kindle  other  Fires  in  their  Wor- 
Jhip,  Lev  ix.  24.  and  vi.  13. 

.73.0^  Who  were  thofe  Perfons  that  dared  to  ufe  other 
Eire  in  Worfhip  than  what  God  had  appointed  ? 

A.  Ha  dab  and  Abjhu ,  the  Sons  of  Aaron ,  burnt  In- 
cenfe  with  firange  Fire,  Lev.  x. 

74  QC  What  was  their  Punifhme'nt  ? 

A,  There  went  out  a  Fire  from  the  Lord  and  devour¬ 
ed  them,  Lev.  x.  1,  2. 

75  CL  When 


. 
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75  When  were  thefe  various  Sacrifices  to  be  offer¬ 
ed  r 

A.  Daily,  Weekly,  Monthly,  and  Yearly,  and  on 
many  fpecial  Occafions,  as  God  revealed  to  Mofes. 

76  What  was  the  daily  Sacrifice  ? 

A.  A  young  Lamb  every  Morning  and  every  Evening 
for  a  Burnt  offering,  together  with  a  Meat-offering  and 
Drink-offering,  Numb ,  xxvii  3,  bV. 

77  What  was  the  Defign  of  it  ? 

A.  To  keep  the  People  in  Remembrance  that  for  their 
daily  Sins  they  needed  continual  Atonement  and  Pardon, 
and  that  God  required  continual  Thankfgiving  for  his 
daily  Mercies. 

78  What  were  the  Weekly ,  Monthly ,  and  Yearly 
Sacrifices  ? 

A.  Such  as  were  required  on  the  feversl  holy  Times, 
or  the  Fedivals  and  Fails  which  God  appointed. 

79  ^  What  was  that  fpecial  Sacrifice  which  was  of¬ 
fered  to  make  the  purifying  Water,  called  the  Water  of 
Separation  ? 

A,  A  red  Heifer  was  to  be  {lain  and  burnt  without  the 
Camp,  with  her  Skin,  Flefh,  and  Blood,  with  Cedar- 
Wood,  Hyffop,  and  Scarlet  :  And  all  the  Afhes  were  to 
be  gathered  and  laid  up  in  a  ciean  Place  without  the 
Camp,  Numb.  xix. 

80  hf  How  was  the  W ater  of  Separation  to  be  made  ? 

A.  Some  of  the  Afhes  of  the  burnt  Heifer  were  to  be 

put  in  a  Veffel,  and  to  be  mingled  with  running  Water, 
Numb.  xix.  17. 

81  if  What  was  the  Ufe  of  it  ? 

A.  To  purify  Perfons,  or  Things,  or  Places,  which 
were  defiled  by  touching  a  human  dead  Body,  or  the 
Bones  of  a  Man,  or  a  Grave,  cuer.  11 — 16, 

82  How  mufl  it  be  applied  to  the  defiled  Thing  or 
Perfon  in  order  to  cleanfe  them  ? 

A.  Some  clean  Perfon  mull  taV.e  Hyffop  and  dip  it  in 
the  Water,  and  fprinkle  it  upon  the  Tent,  and  upon  the 
Perfons  and  VelFels  that  were  Unclean,  wr,  18.  Pfal/n 
]i,  7.  Heb.  ix.  1 3. 

83  After  the  Water  of  Purification,  tell  me  now 
what  was  the  holy  anointing  Oil  ? 

3)  2  A.  It 


fix 


» 
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/'  v  « 

M  A‘, )v.as  a  kwcJ  of  liclu‘d  Ointment,  compounded  of 
Myrrh  Cinnamon,  and  other  rich  Spices,  with  OiJ- 
°hve,  by  the  Art  of  the  Apothecary;  and  there  was 
none  to  be  made  like  lt  on  Pain  of  Death,  Exod.  xxx. 
2  3  33* 

8  4  Q  What  was  the  Ufe  of  this  Holy  Oil  ? 

.  All  the  Veflels  of  the  Tabernacle  were  to  be 
anointed  with  it,  as  well  as  Aaron  the  High-Prieft,  and 
his  Sons,  Exod.  xxx.  26. 

85  iC  What  was  the  Incenfe  or  holy  Perfume  ? 

.  A.  It  was  a  Compolition  offweet  Spices  with  Frank- 
incenfe ;  ^  nor  was  any  to  be  made  like  it  on  Pain  of 
•Heath,  Exod.  xxx.  34 — 38. 

86  What  was  the  U'fe  of  this  Incenfe  or  Perfume  > 
A.  Some  of  it  was  to  be  beat  to  Powder,  and  laid  bel 

fore  the  Ark  m  the  moft  holy  Place  before  the  Lord, 
exod.  xxx.  30.  And  it  was  this  Incenfe  of  fweet  Spices 
which  was  burnt  daily  on  the  Altar  of  Incenfe.  ‘  See 
Exod.  xxx.  7,  8,  9.  and  xxxv.  15.  and  xxxvii.  2q" 

87  4.  What  is  the  lift  Sort  of  holy  Things  relatino- 

to  the  Jewilh  worfhip  ?  ® 

,  4-  "Fher  Infirumen!s  and  Vefels  which  were  ufed  in 
t.,eir  Sacruces,  and  in  any  other  Part  of  their  Relio-ion  ■ 

and  they  were  made  chiefly  of  Gold,  Silver,  Brafs  and 
fV 10  d.  J 

8B  What  Infbuments  were  made  of  Gold ? 

A.  The  golden  Cenfer  belonging  to  the  moft  holy 
.rlace;  the  Veffels  belonging  to  the  Table  of  Shmv- 
foread  ;  namely,  the  Bowls,  and  Diihes.  and  Spoons, 
and  Covers;  the  Veflels  belonging  to  the  Candlefticks 
and  Lamps,  namely,  the  Snuffers  and  Snuff-difhes,  S$c. 
llcb.  ix.  4.  Exod.  xxxvii.  i6,  23.  * 

89  What  Intfruments  were  made  of  Silver? 

A.  Befides  the  Hooks  and  Fillets  of  the  Pillars  of  the 
Court,  and  the  Sockets  of  fome  of  the  Pillars,  and  of  all 
the  Boards  of  the  Tabernacle,  which  were  of  Silver, 
Exod..  xxvi.  19,  CL*,  and  xxvu.  there  were 

Chargers  and  Bowls  of  Silver,  offered  by  the  Princes  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  Sanctuary,  Numb.  vii.  13.  and  Trumpets 
of  Silver,  Numb.  x.  2. 

90  S>*  What  were  the  Inffru  meats  0 {Brafs? 

Ay  T'hofe 


SecT  v» 


Of  Holy  Times, 


5S 


A.  Thofe  which  belonged  to  the  Altar  of  Burnt* ofiei-- 
ing,  namely,  the  Pets,  Shovels,  Bafens,  and  l  lelh- 
hooks,  and  Fire  pans,  befide  the  Brazen  Grate  of  Net¬ 
Work,  Exod.  xxxviii.  3,  4-  Alfo  the  common  Confers 
for  Incenfe  were  fuppol'ed  to  be  Veffels  of  Brafs  fit  to 

hold  Fire,  Numb.  xvi.  17,  37. 

01  O.  What  were  the  Internments  o i  Wood  f 
A.  The  Staves  fixed  to  the  Colder!  Ring?  to^  Bear 
both  the  Ark,  the  Incsnfe  Altar,  and  the  Golden  1  able, 
were  all  made  of  Sbittim  Wood,  and  overlaid  with  Cold, 
Exod.  xxxvii.  4,  15,  23,  but  the  Staves  to  oear  the  Altar 
of  Burnt- offering  were  overlaid  with  Brafs,  b\cd>* 
xxxviii.  6. 

Sect.  V.  Of  the  Rely  Times  and  Holy  Aft  ions. 

92  tp-  T  TAVING  furveyed  the  Holy  Things  of  the 
ri  lews,  let  us  inquire  what  were  the  chief  of 
the  Holy  Times  or  Days  appointed  to  them  ? 

A.  The  Weekly  Sabbaths,  the  New  Moons,  the  Feaft 
of  die  Pafs  over,  the  Feaft  cf  Pentecofr,  the  Feaft  of 
Trumpets,  the  Great  Day  of  Atonement,  and  the  Feaft 
of  Tabernacles.  See  molt  or  all  thefe  Floly  M  imes  pre¬ 
ferred  in  Lev,  xxii.  and  the  feveral  Sacrifices  belonging 
to  them  in  Numb,  xxviii,  xxix. 

93  Sa  What  was  the  < weekly  Sabbath  ? 

A.  "The  feventh  Day  of  every  Week  was  a  Day  of 
holy  Reft  from  all  the  common  Labours  of  Life,  and  a 
Day  of  a fTembling,  or  Worfhip,  which  is  called  an  holy 
Convocation,  Excd.  xx.  8,  10.  Lev.  xxiii.  2, 

94-  ^  What  fpecial  pubPc  Service  was  done  on  this 

Day  t 

A  ’  The  daily  Sacrifice  was  doubled.  Numb,  xxviii.  9. 
and  it  is  very  probable,  that  fome  Portions  of  the  Law 
were  to  be  read,  and  perhaps  expounded,  chiefly  by  the 
Prieftsand  Levitcs,  as  was  pradifed  afterward  in  the 
Synagogues,  Afts  xv.  21.  and  perhaps  alfo  this  might  be 
done^  at  leaft  in  the  following  Times,  on  all  Days  of 
holy  Convocation. 

95  Why  was  this  Day  fandlified  or  made  holy  ? 

Ax  Partly  from  God’s  relling  from  the  Work  of  Crea- 

D  3  tion 
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Chap.  V. 


thT  Tfartt  CsTr  Day>  £nd  panly  in  p-cmerabrance  of 

*,  ■«-  r  “ 

a  It;  R vvas  t-he  Fef  of  the  jwatL,  ? 

xAi;  V,  o  ®fter  a  <pec,a!  Sacrifice,  Numb.  x.  I0 

97  -i  Vvhat  vvas  the  Fe-ft  of  the  ? 

.ft;  Lc  w;ls  Fcpt  for  Peven  Days  in  their  fi-ft  m„.  i, 
M.\b>  ty  facrificing  a  Lamb,  and  eatiny  it  in  eve-y 
roily,  m  Remembrance  of  God’s  paffine  over  the  Fa  A 
nes  o fl/rael  when  he  flew  the  Firft-borain  every  Poufe 
Of  til z  Egyptians,  Exod.  xii.  18,  &c.  '  " 

‘  A~'?ff-thCff-^0Ilth0f  the  -Jews’  for  all  the 
immon  Affurs  of  Life,  which  are  called  Cm/  /!? 

Ti.fri>  which  in  part  anfwers  to  our  Settem- 
ter>  and“.thefoft  Month  after  the  Annual  Fed 
r.ox  ;  and  it  was  always  fo  to  continue  for  Civil  Af- 

J“!ls’r  aS  aPPears  frwn  Exod.  xxiii.  16.  chap.  xxiv.  z- 
/•""  “^-  xxv-  8— 10.  But  as  to  Ecdefiafiical  or  Re. 

ZZ£d7h  e  f  AM°f haft£r  t!- Verna!  Equi¬ 
nox,  called  Amb,  which  anfwers  partly  to  our  March 

w.!S  designed  to  be  the  beginning  of  the  Year  to  the 

jews  m  Memory  of  their  great  Deliverance  from 

IS  What  Manner  wzs  tIie  Fca-fl  of  the  Pals- over 

X 

„  A-  °n  the  fourteenth  . Day  of  the  Month,  they  we- 
,o  ,  oad  a  Lamb  for  Supper,  ant!  to  eat  Unleavened  Bread 
D,at  Evening,  and  feven  Days  after,  Exod.  xii,  3,  8,  Tq 
f\u?nb.  xxv m.  1 6,  iy.  •  5  *  y* 

theie  fcn  Dap  r  “7  PanicU,ar  T"*™*  « 

c,  A-  Yf th«re  were  fecial  Sacrifices  every  Day  a 

•El  ,  7  V  ’V  °r> ,h” ».  *«*rf  "T T,v 

L  ,  ,  G(;d  5  a,:d  on  the  firft  and  M  Day  theie  vvas 

nn  h  ,.y  Convocation- or  Aflfcmbly  for  Worihip,  Exod. 

xu.  16  humb.  xxv  in.  16,  £sv.  Zr®.  xxii.  10. 

* w  0rT>J  ^  kst  Vv-  as  the  Ec2.il  of  Pent eccft  ? 

A.  Fifty  Day.-,  0r  feven  Weeks  after  the  firft  ripe 

Com 
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Corn  (or  Bote)  h.d  *«»*“*  "S,"'"'  "wo 

Cefof ">S  <*  Wh'“  *»  ”  b'  '**’ 

*  P»f.  «>;«.  “J  »» 

Loaves  of  Wheat  at  Pentecoft,  both  of  them  as  Fir* 
.Loaves  c  Annotat.  on  F.W.  xxm.  16. 

',o.  4  What  was  the  Reafon  of  the  Feaft  of  Pente- 

CC  A  It  was  kept  as  a  Thankfgiving  for  the  Beginning 
of  Wheat  Harveft,  Exod.  xxii.  16.  and  pei^aps  alfo  in 

i*f  of*  I-.' ** 

which  was  feven  Weeks,  or  fifty  Days >  f  • 

over  and  their  coming  out  of  Egypt,  Lxod.  xx.  , .1 1 • 
Note  They  went  out  of  Egypt  the  fourteenth  Jay  o  - 
Month,  Exod  xii.  17,  >8.  From  thence  to  the 
beginning  of  the  third  Month  is  forty-nx  or  forty,  fe¬ 
ven  Days,  when  they  came  to  the  Mount  of  Sinai. 
Exod  lr  ,,  2.  Then  they  purified  therr.fe  ves  three 
Davs  «r.  i  t»  >6.  and  God  gave  the  Law  the  fiftieth 
Day  and  this  Feaft  was  called  Pentecoft ,  which  m  tne 

Greek  fignifies  Fiftieth 

102  O  What  was  the  Feaft  of  Trumpets . 

A  The  firft  day  of  the  feventh  Month,  blowing  of 
Trumpets  was  appointed  with  peculiar  Sacrifices,  and 
an  holy  Affembty,  Lev.  xxm.  24.  Eaini.  xxix  1.  c  .. 

,  0  3'  What  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  two  chief  Defigns 

of  this  Feaft  of  Trumpets?  _ 

A .  ( 1  )  This  feventh  Month  having  feveral  Holy  Lays 
in  it  it  was  a  Sort  of  Sabbatical  Month,  or  Month  of 
Sabbaths,  and  was  to  be  begun  with  an  extraordinary 
Sound  of  Trumpets.  (2  )  This  was  counted  the  firft 
Month,  and  firft  day  of  the  Year  for  Civil  Matters,  as 
the  other  was  for  Things  Religious,  and  was  to  be  pro¬ 
claimed  by  Sound  of  Trumpet.  See  1  00.  s  Anno.at.  on 

Lev.  xxiii.  24.  and  xxv.  9.  .  -p.  c 

Note,  As  tits  feventh  Day  was  tie  Sabbath  or  Day  of 
Reft  from  Labour,  fo  the  feventh  Month  was  a  Sort  of 
Sabbatical  Month  >  the  feventh  Y ear  a  Sabbatical  1  ear 

Da  to 
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Chip.  V. 


'O-  i  I1C  I.anJ  ypf!-  fyyim  , 

Seventh  Sabbatical  Year  * P-A ^  ^  V  after  the 
there  was  a  Tear  of  7,-,/,  7  “  once  ln  hfty  Years, 

Servitude  or  BondaCP  zP’  °f  P'e  ea/e  and  Reft  from 
104  Qc  What  was  fh;  T'  "  8’  ^ 

A.  i  lie  tenth  Day  of  the  fevenlh  fvr  Al0”ement  ? 
ed  as  a  general  Dav  of  nnhi;  r  „.Mon‘ 11  was  appoint- 
Repentance  and  £*£ f 

™";Y  29*  «»d kS.;“lhe »**  Lr- 

a  ^  ii?‘L  was  t0  be  done  on  that  Dav  ? 
in  his  richeftWGaiS7  ^  ^  Prieft>  ^reffed 

Place  with  the  Blood  of  a  peculiar’sahThcV^  af  floIy 
u  upon  the  Mercy  feat  before  tbr  t  "  }  ’  an,u  rPnnk^ 

»».  for  the  Si/ofTh Pi  N  hT,?'  *“«- 
cer.fe  on  the  golden  Ce-c..  9,  P’  ,  t0  offer  In- 

*»«  belong  ,0  this  Da7  r‘  ^ 

Atonement,  the  Trumpet  of  Tuh;L“  U  gfeatr  Da-y  0i<* 

>;  .le  tad,  „  P?™£  l  £  JTli'lrA1!' 

tant?,  Zw.  xxv.  8— io.  7  1  the  lnhabl- 

76( fi‘V  rr  WaS,th4  Ffaft  0f  Taber„aclcs  ? 

End  .?  nil  'to  „  S*  *»*  ¥»">.  «  4. 

dwelt  feven  Dayt  in  Booth*'  ,  y  / ?un„lhls  Fealf,  and 
Dent  .  xvi.  , .  /  made  of  the  Boi'-ghs  of  Trees 

A/ To  keep  in  Memo7/*f  "“d  thl,s|.Cer!aiony ? 
the  Wilderneft! 

gypt.  Lev.  xxiii.  29—44..  Land  of  £. 

i°8  a  How  was  this  Feaft  obferved  ? 

peculiar  Sacrifices  everv  Tlair  -\T  <i  -n 
a  holy  Affemblv  on  th-  «„•»  n  y  "X/  of  ,le  heaft,  and 
JV,»I  ««,  , ;  “  ,h-  -  ***•  *"d  «  *.  eight!  Day 

*  **  “d  >“  Mr 

Lvenmg,  GTo.  i,  r,  fTO.«iii  §,f“afot0,te« 

i  io  Q.  At  what  Place  were  th~  m  i  3 
//  At  -f’o  it,  ,  .  ,  P ~  r  Ulw  x  eaus  'o  be  kept? 

i\  '  J,k  1  -=c  God  liiould  choofc  for  the  Reft- 

dence 
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Sea.  VI.  Tke  Ufe  of  the 

dence  of  the  Ark  and  Tabernacle  ;  which  was  nrfl  at  Shi¬ 
loh,  afterwards  at  Jerufalem  ;  .  though  tne  blowing  o 
Trumpets  to  proclaim  the  Beginning  of  the  *  ear,  was 
pradtifed  in  all  the  Cities  of  Ifracl.  SeeDeut.  xyi.  io. 
and  Pool's  Annotat.  on  Lev.  xxiii.  24.  2  kings  xxi.  4. 

1 1 1  Q.  How  then  could  all  Ifracl  keep  the.e  F eads  . 
A.  At  the  three  chief  Fealts,  namely,  the  P2 hover, 

Pentecoft,  and  the  Feaft  of  Tabonacles,  all  the  Maies 
were  to  appear  before  God  in  one  Place  with  feme  Offer¬ 
ing  Exod.  xxiii.  14—17-  Deut.xv l.  io.  . 

1 12  Q.  What  was  the  Offering  they  were  to  bring 
unto  God  when  they  appeared  before  him  at  thefe  folemn 
Feafts  ? 

A .  The  Tithe  or  tenth  Part  t)f  their  Corn,  Wine,  and 
Oil,  and  the  Firlt-born  of  their  Cattle  ;  but  tky  them- 
felves  were  to  partake  in  eating  oi  it,  Oe^t.  xi/,  22,  23* 
though  the  Bulk  ot  it  was  to  be  given  to  tlm  ]  rielts  and 

Levites.  See  Chap.  VI.  Quvft*  lSj  ID* 

113  Q.  Was  it  not  dangerous  for  them  to  leave  their 

own  Dwellings,  in  Towns  and  V  illages  which  bordered 

on  their  Enemy’s  Country  ? 

A.  God  promifed  them,  that  when  they  tfiould  go  up 
to  appear  before  him  thrice  iia  the  \  ear,  no  Man  fhould 
delire  their  Land,  Exod.  xxxiv.  23,  z\  which  was  a 
ftanding  Miracle  during  that  Difpenfation. 

114  Q.  Having  heard  this  Account  of  Holy  Perfons 
and  Places,  Things  and  Times,  let  us  now  inquire  what 
were  the  holy  Actions  ? 

A.  All  thofe  Actions  may  be  called  Holy,  which  were 
appointed  to  be  a  Part  of  this  Ceremonial  Worfhip  ;  but 
the  Actions  relating  to  the  Natural  Worlhip  of  God, 
fuch  as  Prayer  and  Praife,  are  in  themfelves  holy  and 
religious. 

Sect.  VI.  The  Ufe  of  the  JewiJb  Ceremonies. 

H'5  Q.-  T  7*  THAT  were  the  chief  Ufes  of  all  thefe 
V  V  ceremonial  Commands  ? 

A.  Thefe  three;  (1.)  To  diftinguifh  the  Jews  from 
all  other  People,  as  a  holy  People,  and  God’s  peculiar 
vifible  Church,  who  eminently  bore  up  his  Name  and 

Honour 
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Js'wijh  Ceremonies. 


Chap.  V, 


Honour  in  the  World,  Lev.  xx.  22—26. 

the  SuLkVJ,lndlii^y“Na-?mpted  *1  f°JW 

the.  **.  V,-.  v ,  ;4;Vf^KS  r9-Sut 

\3->  io  reprefent  by  Tyoes  Fimr>«  v  . 

s?yifySr  ofc“'  »d  &  si.,io  »ts: 

T„f;  1  ThIs  aP.Fcars  from  many  Places  in  foe  New 
^ere  Jefas  Ch.ift  and  the  Blcfee  of  the 
Gofpd  are  called  by  the  fame  Names.  So  Chr-Ht  i  ca! 
Jed  o\vc  Higb-Priejl,  Heb.  iii.  r.  and  iv.  ,4  He  hi  A- 
W  that  was  Bain,  *«,.  y.  6.  t  Pet.  \  t  “ 

Heb  tV  A  7*  d  Sacrifi“*o  take  away  Sin, 

iii  Vr  ‘  :6k  f %  Propitiation  for  Sin/*,*. 

becaufe  CnA  T  f  ■  IuS.  Bod>'  !s  ca]led  *be  Temple, 

«. °. “cS'Il  "  ““  “  *• -M'  T“?fc-  & 

u»idTSS;N"£f y  f;°" ** ”*»■  »- 

-  .io*an_  Wiiicii  tfic  Scrioture  renrpfpntc 
tvveen  feyeral  of  the  Je.vifh  Ceremonies,  and ‘the  Things 

nj“  The  Blood  of  Chrifc  obtained  eterpal 

JGaemption  for  us,  as  the  Blood  of  Bulls  and  Goats 
dcanfed  and  freed  the  Jews  from  ceremonial  Defilements 
fb.  ix.  ,  a,  «*.  His  Blood  is  called  the  Blood cf  Hi 

V?s’r  Heh-  xu-  2A-  Sprinkle  or  cleanfe  us  from  a  guilty 
Conference,  as  the  fprinkling  of  the  Blood  of  the  j'ewifh 
Sacrifices  punfied  the  People  Heb.  ix  20.  and  x.  22“ 
The  moft  holy  .  lace,  where  God  dwelt  of  old  on  the 
Mercy- Seat,  is  the  Figure  of  the  true  Heaven,  where 
God  dwehs  on  a  l  hrone  of  Grace;  Heb.  ix  8,  2+,  and 
,V  o6'  High-Prieft  s  Entrance  with  the  Blood  of 

P  6  -Sacr.!'"ce>  and  with  the  Names  of  the  Tribes  on  his 
Brcaft  into  the  molt  holy  Place,  to  appear  before  God 
lucre  for  the  Jews,  is  a  plain  Figure  of  ChniPs  En¬ 
trance  into  Heaven  with  his  own  Blood,  to  appear  before 
Gcu  for  us,  Ileb,  ix.  i2,  25.  The  Jewiih  Incenfe  wuts 

a  Type 


The  Ufe  of  the  See. 
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a  Tvoe  cr  Figure  of  Prayer,  Rev.  v.  8.  and  viii.  3; 
Therewith  Sabbath  or  Day  of  Reft ,  as  well  as  the  Land 

lievers  from  Sio  and  Guilt,  <™»  ??,  "J'Si,,  Sin  , 
ence,  under  the  Gofpel,  and  the  final  Reft  o.  tne  bunts 

ScrijL7w^  5.  J»ilk  Rirti"  £“?  d'ooM 

Figures  or  of.  the  gocd'lh.ngs  o*  the  Gofp  > 

Col  ii  16,  17-  Deb.  vltl.  5.  and  tx.  I-“H>  * a>  H"  .  . 
„7 bid  the  Jews  themfeives  underltand  the  fpin- 

tual  Meaning  of  thefe  Ceremonies  ? 

A.  Perhaps  a  few  of  them,  who  were  more  enlighten  - 

ed,  might  underhand  the  Meaning  of  tome  o.  tne  chief- 
eft  and  moft  conftderable  Types;  but  the  bulk  of  th. 
People  can  hardly  be  fuppofcA  to  have  underftood  th- 
fpiritual  Meaning  of  them ;  at  leaft,  the  bib,e  gttes  us 

no  Intimation  of  it,  .  ^  A 

uS  Q.  How  could  they  be  appointed  as  Types  and 

Figures  of  fpiritual  Things,  if  the  People  who  were  re¬ 
quired  to  ufe  them  in  their  Worfhip,  did  not  underftand 

the  fpiritual  Meaning  of  them  ?  , 

A.  1.  The  Jewish  Difpenfatton  was  the  Cnildifli  or 

Infant  State  of  the  Church  of  God,  as  it  is  defenbe  , 
PA  iv  1  2  ?,  'do.  Now,  Children  are  fometimes 
employed  ’in  feveral  Things  by  their  wifer  Parents  the 
chief  Defign  and  Meaning  whereof  they  undeiftand  nor. 

till  riper  Years,  ,  . 

2,  If  thefe  Ceremonies  were  not  underflood  by^the 

ancient  Jews,  to  whom  they  were  given,  yet  they,  might 
be  defigned  as  Types  and  Figures  cf  Chnft,  and  the 
liieffines  ofthe  Gofpei,  in  order  to  confirm  the  Religion 
cf  Chnft  and  the  Gofpel,  when  it  fhouid  be  afterwarcs 
publifhed  to  the  World,  by  feeing  how  happily  it  ani- 
wers  thefe  ancient  'Types. 

1 19  Q.  Wherein  doth  this  appear  ?  ^  .  . 

A.  St.  Paul  does  actually  confirm  Christianity  t n is 
Way,  efpecially  in  his  Epiftie  to  the  Hebrews,  by  ihew- 
how  thefe  ancient  Types  and  Ceremonies  are  iulfilled. 

in  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift. 

Netty 
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Asa  Prophecy  is  the  Foretelling  of  Things  to 
come,  u  Words,  To  a  Type  is  the  Foretelling  of  W 

Sees 

led  they  come  to  be  better  underftood  and  be-r 
Zi Z  V°  ¥  Haf-lof  God,  both  i„  tf;  Prophecy 

0 Met  ilTty ZTLS-  “X 

they  are  acsomplifcd  or  fulEMp.St % 

-  gtnebign,  and  bringing  to  pafs  the  Thing  fignified. 

£,.pi°  °£n  ^fs  Things  be  faid  therefore  to  b»  ful 

,£  pfarepCOn,Pllftcd  “  fince  the  Meaning  of  all 

Chrift ians  themfelves.  >P  7  known  evcn  t0 

The  New  Telfament  has  revealed  j 

S'of^e0 

n  Chan  ;  and  why  not  the  Types  alfo  ?  Probably’ k 
is  r.,crved  as  one  Part  ot  the  Glory  of  that  haDDv  r)¥ 
when  the  Jews  fhall  be  converted,  that  the  Reflof’Sek 
Prophecies,  as  well  as  the  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  thei- 

ChTkl'amlThe  c  r°Fieth^rr7Vh  their  Aec°™pli<hment  in 
Lmiit  and  the  Gofpel,  fhall  be  more  completely  under- 


C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Of  the  Political  or  Judicial  Law  of  the  Jews. 

W  Ed  ,h'dVe  had  a  P2rticuIar  Relation  of  the 
V  V  Moral  and  Ceremonial  Laws  of  the  lews  - 
Say  now  what  was  their  Judicial  m  Political  Law  d 

J.  That 
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or  Judicial  LaW 


A,  That  which  related  to  their  civil  Government  as  a 
Nation. 

2  Q.  Who  was  their  Governor  ?  . 

A.  God  himfelf  condefc ended  to  take  upon  him  the 
Title  of  their  King,  and  he  appointed  various  Kinds  ot 
Governors  under  him,  as  he  thought  fit.  Judges  vm,  23. 


1  Sain .  xii.  12,  13.  If  a*  xxxm.  22. 

Note ,  Since  the  fame  Pcrfon  was  both  their  God  and 
their  King,  the  Tabernacle  and  the  Temple  may  be 
conlxdered  not  only  as  the  Refidence  of  their  God,  bat 
as  the  Palace  of  their  King  alfo.  The  Court  of  the 
Tabernacle  was  the  Court  of  the  Palace  ;  the  Holy  ot 
Holies  was  the  Prefence-Chamber  ;  the  Mercy-leat 
was  his  Throne ;  the  Cherubs  reprefented  his  Attend¬ 
ants  as  God,  and  the  Priefts  were  his  Mmifters  of 
State  as  King;  the  High-  Prieft  his  Prime-Mmifter ; 
the  Levites  were  his  Officers,  difperfed  through  all  the 
Kingdom;  the  Table  of  Shew_ Bread,  together  with 
fome  Part  of  the  Sacrifices  which  were  given  to  the 
Prieft,  did  reprefent  the  Provifion  for  his  Houlhold, 


&c.  . 

Whatfoever  other  Governors  were  made  from  time  to 

time,  either  Captains,  Judges,  or  Kings,  they  were 
but  Deputies  to  God,  who  put  them  in  and  turned 

them  out  at  Pleafure.  # 

3  CG  What  did  the  Political  or  Civil  Laws,  or  Com¬ 
mands,  oblige  the  People  to  ? 

A.  To  many  particular  Pradlices,  relating,  (1.)  Jo 
War  and  Peace.  (2.)  To  Hu  {bands  and  Wives.  (3-) 
Parents  and  Children.  (4.)  Mailers  and  Servants.  (5.) 
Food  and  Raiment.  (6.)  Houfes  and  Lands.  (7.)  Corn 
and  Hufbandry.  (8.)  Money'  and  Cattle.  (9.)  The 
Birds  and  Beads.  (10.)  The  Firft-born  of  all  Things. 
(11.)  The  Maintenance  of  the  Levites  and  Priefts.  (12.) 

The  Care  of  the  Bodies  and  Lives  of  Men. 

4  Q.  What  were  fome  of  the  more  peculiar  Laws 

about  War  and  Peace  ? 

A .  That  they  fhould  make  no  Peace  with  the  feven 
Nations  of  Canaan ,  but  that  they  fhould  deftroy  them 
utterly  ;  and  that  when  they  went  to  War,  every  Soldier 
who  was  afraid  might  go  home,  Deut,  vii.  1,  2,  3.  and 
chap,  xx,  8, 


/ 


H 
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//iwS;^?me0f  thdr  Pecu,kt  Laws  about 

if  t  ^otherS  SirXd  £r’S  WW-' 

nutted  to  put  away  clidr  Wives  bvaWnV  Mci>  "'"e  Per' 
Dcut.  xxv.  xxiv.  Attd  tVt  Ad  f  S  °fI)!vorce» 
pur.ifhed  with  Death..  Lev.  xx. ‘10.  d  ltery  was  t0  be 

6  Q.*.  What  were  Tome  of  their  fnprial  To  i 

Parents  and  Children?  '  P  1  Laws  about 

And  th^ aJjfcHM  S?“  T  t0  h‘"ve  3  doab,e  P«ion  : 

_na  that  any  Child  who  (mote  or  curfed  his  Father  nr 
f  Mother,  or  was  obftinately  rebellious  and  ircornVi 
De  was  to  be  put  to  Death,  Deut.  xxi.  ftl-l , 
•txod,  xxi.  15,  17.  O  1 0  2I« 

7  Qi.  What  are  fomc  cf  their  fhrr^l  To  , 

jlfo/rrr  and  P  a’  LaWS  about 

"!s!i «°  f;% if «. «.  u 

!»?  bo.gH.  £&■ tc 

l-  f”  SRRa 

AW,  This  Word,  for  ever,  fignines  till  the  Year  of 
Juoiiee  ;  for  ail  Servants  or  Slaves  who  were  Hehrev 

were  then  to  have  their  Freedom,  and  return  to  thdr 
own  Lands  and  Poffeffions  in  their  own  Tribe  See 
Lev.  xxv .  39— 42._  And  this  is  the  heft  way  of  re- 

fdth '  77  Td'  XXU-  '«ith  LeV"  XXV-  Vvbere  Clie  Text 
iaith,  7  he  Servant  jhall  go  out  free  in  the  feventh  Tear 

he^TaPr  ‘a  thr  Tear  °fJubilee>  and  the  third  faith’ 

'-  C  jnalL  Jerque  for  ever. 

What  r?ecial  Laws  they  relating  to  their 

A.  That  they  fhould  eat  no  Blood,  nor  the  Fat  of  the 
Lidneys  nor  any  1  hing  that  died  of  itfelf,  0r  was  torn 

ob  !vl*d  beafts>  nor  any  of  the  Beads  or  Birds,  or  Filhes 
wmch  were  pronounced  to  he  unclean,  Lev.  xi,  and  xvi'i’ 

tl  ,  X1V '  ,2 1 1,  ^nd  therefore  t!lsy  would  not  eat  with 
Heatnens,  lead  they  Ihould  tafte  unclean  Food. 

9>S-  What  were  fome  of  the  Laws  relating  to  their 

tthinp  r  “ 
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Cl iap.  VI.  -  ^ 

A.  A  Man  mull  not  wear  the  Raiment  of  Women, 
nor  a  Woman  the  Raiment  of  Men  :  They  malt  wear  no 
mixed  Garment  made  of  Woollen  and  Linen  ;  and  t.iey 
were  required  to  make  Fringes  in  the  Borders  of  their 
Garments,  and  put  upon  the  Fringe  ot  the  Bordeis  a 
Ribbon  of  blue,  that  they  might  look  upon  it,  and  re¬ 
member  to  do  the  Commandments  of  the  Lord,  humb. 
xv.  38,  39.  Deut.  xxii.  5,  11,12.  f  , 

Noie,  In  our  Saviour’s  Time  they  wre.e  Sentences  Oi  the 
Law  cn  Parchment,  and  put  them  on  their  Foreheads 
and  their  Garments  :  Thefe  were  called  Phylatteries , 

Matt,  xxiii.  5.  ,  .  r 

I0  What  are  feme  cf  their  special  J-»a\vs  aoouv 

Houfes  and  Laras  ?  ^ 

A  That  every  feventh  Year  the  Land  fhoulc  relt  iiom 

ploughing  and  lowing  ;  and.  God  prornifed  to  give  them 
Food  enough  in  the  fixtli  for  the  three  Years.  And  eve- 
rv  fiftieth  Year,  which  is  the  Year  of  Jubilee,  all  Houfes 
and  Lands  that  were  fohL  Ihould  return  to  their  former 
Poffefiors,  except  Houfes  in  walled  Towns,  Lev.xx\* 

2 — 17,  20,  21,  30,  c . 

LlotCy  Every  feventh  Y  ear,  in.  whith  the  Fieios  \\Cl  g  rci 
to  be  tilled,  was  called  a  Sabbath,  cr  Sabbatical  Tear: 
and  after  /even  Sabbatical  Years,  that  is,  forty  nine 
Years,  was  the  Year  of  Jubilee  in  the  fiftieth.  rl  hough 
{one  have  fuppofed  the  Jubilee  to  be  the  forty- ninth 
Year  ltfelf,  that  fo  two  Sabbatical  Years  might  not 
come  together  1  For  in  the  Jubi.ce,  it  is  plain,  them- 
v/as  to  be  no  ploughing,  nor  lowing,  noi  reaping, 
nor  Vintage,  Lev.xxv.  ii« 

11  Q.  What  v/ere  feme  lpccial  Jewnn  Lavs  aoout 
Corn  and  rlufiandry  ? 

A.  They  were  forbid  to  plough  witn  an  Ox  and  an 
Afs  together  1  to  low  their  Fields  with  Seeds  01  Gidercnt 
Kinds;  or  to  make  clean  Riddance  of  their  Harveds, 
either  of  the  Fields  or  of  the  Trees,  for  the  Gleanings 
were  to  be  left  for  the  Poor,  Dcut.  xxii.  9 — 1 1.  _  Lev . 
xix.  9,  10,  19.  And  any  Travellers  might  cat  then  Fill 
of  *G rapes  of  Corn  in  a  Field  or  Vineyard,  but  might 
carry  none  away,  Dcut.  xxiii.  24,  25. 

12  Q  What  were  fome  of  their  peculiar  Laws  about 
Money ,  Coeds,  and  Cattle  ?  A,  they 
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A.  They  might  lend  Money  upon  Ufury  to  a  Strann-er 

f«  rJt  '?  “//~^-  That  a  Thief  (hould  reftore  dfu! 
-ie  for  unatfoever  Thing  he  had  ftolen  ;  but  if  he  dole 
Cuttle,  and  killed  or  fold  them,  he  malt  pay  five  Oxen 

hhf  xxh ii  To  °T  |hC/P  Sheep’  xxii‘  22- 

r  eat,  xxm.  19.  20.  Exod.  xxit.  i_ 9  But  jf  h  .  . 

nothing  to  pay,  the  Thief  lhould  be  fold  for  his  Theft 
tver%  3.  AJiCJL^ 

a3  What  rp'vci^.Laws  reIa£ed  to  BeaJls  and  Birds  ? 
1.  i  hey  were  forbid  to  muzzle  the  Mouth  of  the  Ot 

that  trod  out  the  Corn,  that  fo  he  might  eat  fome  whVle 
tpra  igrlt:  Nor  when  they  took  a  Biid’s  Neft  in 
I  F.leIa  ^tthEggs  or  young  ones,  were  they  permitted 
o  take  the  Dam  with  them.  Dent.  xxv.  4.  and  xxii. 

7. 

W]iat  LaWS  Were  £WCn  tGem  abo'Jt  the  Firft- 

.  hjrft  born  of  Man  and  Beafts  were  devoted  or 

WZ%  Z  y  p  T11  a?-the  Firfl-fruits  of  the  Trees  and 
Nn !  rr!  rr^n°/'  XX11r  29’  3°*  Numb.  xvni.  12,  13, 
e,  he  Firft-born  of  Men  were  redeemed  by  the 

evit si  :  The  Firft-born  of  Beafts  were  to  befacrihced 
or  feme  way  put  to  Death,  if  not  redeemed,  Exod. 
Xl1,  ~,  J2>  13?  1 5.  Numb.  iii.  41 , 

*1  '  l  %  Fhat  were  the  Laivs  about  the  Maintenance  of 

Liie  rmejts  r 

A.  The  Priefts  were  to  be  maintained  by  the  Firft- 
born  of  all  Cattle,  and  the  Firft-fruits  of  Oil,  and  Wine 
and  Corn,  and  they  had  a  Share  in  various  Sacrifices’ 
namely  the  Heave  Offerings,  the  Wave  Breaft,  and 
the  right  Shoulder,  Or,  Numb,  xviii.  8 — 19. 
note,  Heave-Offerings  were  to  be  moved  upwards  and 
downwards,  towards  Heaven  and  Earth.  Wave- 
Offerings  were  to  be  lhaken  to  and  fro,  or  moved  to  . 
wards  the  four  Quarters  of  the  Heaven.  All  this  is 
fuppefed  to  fignify  an  Offering  of  them  to  God  as 
univerfal  Lord  of  rdl  Parts  of  the  Creation,  and  who 
dwells  every  where. 

16  Q.  What  were  the  Laws  about  the  Lcvites  Main- 
tenance  ? 

A.  They  were  maintained  by  the  Tenth  cr  Tithe  of 

Fruits 


;  - -;.r  7. _  V's’  ■  — 

■  '  -  '  , -wr 


;T’V"  ?: 


ms. 


Chap.  VI.  or  Judicial  Law.’  ^7 

Fruits  and  Corn,  which  God  appointed  for  them.  Numb . 
xvii.  21,  24.  And  they  had  fome  Cities  and  their 
Suburbs,  given  them  out  of  every  Tribe,  JoJh.  xxi. 

1  7  What  were  fome  of  their  fpecial  Laws  about 
the  Bodies  and  the  Lives  of  Men  ? 

A.  He  that  killed,  or  Hole,  and  fold  a  Man,  muft  die 
for  it,  Exod.  xxi,  12,  16.  And  in  all  Cafes  of  real  In¬ 
jury  or  Mifchief,  Life  was  to  pay  for  Life,  an  Eye  for 
an  Eye,  a  Hand  for  a  Hand,  or  a  Foot  for  a  Foot,  Lev . 
xxiv.  17 — 20.  And  this  was  the  Penalty  of  a  falfe  Wit- 
nefs,  who  intended  to  bring  any  Mifchief  whatfoever  on 
another.  Deut.  xix.  18,  CL.  for  the  fame  was  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  on  the  falfe  Witnefs. 

18  Was  there  no  Pardon  for  him  that  killed  ano¬ 
ther  ? 

A .  Ifhe  did  it  wilfully,  there  was  no  Pardon  ;  but  if 
It  was  done  by  Chance,  there  were  fix  Cities  of  Reruge 
In  the  Land  of  Canaan  appointed,  to  which  the  Manflay- 
er  might  fly  and  be  fafe.  But  he  was  bound  to  dwell  there 
till  the  Death  of  the  High- Priefl,  Numb .  xxxv.  1 1 — 33. 

19  Was  the  Law  the  fame  for  the  Servant  or  Slave , 
and  for  the  Freeman ,  in  Cafe  of  Maiming  and  of  Mur¬ 
der? 

A.  Not  entirely  the  fame;  for  in  fo.ne  Cafes  of  maim¬ 
ing  or  killing  a  Slave,  the  Offender  was  not  punifhed  to 
the  fame  Degree  as  if  the  injured  Pcrfon  had  been  a 
Freeman,  Exod.  xxi.  20,  26 

20  cl  What  were  fome  of  the  ufual  Punifhments  of 
Criminals  appointed  in  the  Jewifh  Law  ? 

A.  A  Fine  uf  Money  or  Cattle  to  be  paid,  a  cutting  off 
from  the  People  or  Congregation,  fcourging  or  beating, 
at  moll:  with  forty  Stripes,  the  Lofs  of  a  Limb,  or  the 
Lofs  of  Life,  Exod.  xxi.  19,  22,  36.  Lev.  xix.  20.  ch. 
xxiv.  17,  20. 

21  What  is  the  Meaning  of  being  cut  off  from  the 
Teople ,  or  the  Congregation  ? 

A.  In  fome  gi eater  Crimes,  fuch  as  prefumptuous  Re¬ 
bellion  againil  the  Laws  of  God,  wilful  Sabbath-break¬ 
ing,  CL.  it  may  fignify  capital  Punifhmenc  or  Death  by 
die  Hands  of  the  Magiilrate,  Numb.xv.  30,  31,  Exod. 
xxxi.  14.  In  fome  Cafes  it  may  intend  a  being  devoted 

E  t® 
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so  Come  Judgment  by  the  immediate  Hand  of  God,  lev. 

xvii.  10.  and  xx.  5,  6.  But  in  fomelefler  Crimes,  per- 
naps,  it  may  figmfy  no  more  than  to  be  excommunicated, 
or  ihut  out  of  the  Congregation  of  Ifrael,  and  the  Privi- 
leges  thereof ;  as  for  eating  leavened  Bread  at  the  Time 
of  the  Pafs  over  xn.  15.  or  for  a  Man’s  goino- 
unto  the  holy  Things  with  his  Uncleannefs  upon  him" 
Lev.  xxu.  3.  where  it  is  exprelfed,  that  that  Soul  (ball  is 
cut  o Wfrom  the  Prefence  of  God.  But  this  Queilion  hath 
feme  Difficulties  m  it,  and  learned  Men  differ  about  the 
oenfe  of  thefe  Words,  being  cut  off. 

22Q.  Jf  the  Jews  were  permitted  to  give  forty 
Stripes,  how  came  Paul  five  Times  to  receive  but  forty 

Stripes  fave  one,  from  the  Jews,  who  fo  much  hated 
ium  ?  1  Cor.  xi.  24, 

A.  Becaufe  they  pretended  to  be  very  fcrupulous  la 
obfervmg  the  Law  exa&lyy  and  therefore  they  never  in- 
ilicted  more  than.  thirty-nine  Stripes,  led  they  fhould 
happen  tomifiake  in  the  Tale  while  they  were  infli&incr 
forty  and  thus  tranfgrefs  the  Law.  * 

.  2 3  Q:  What  were  their  moll  common  Ways  of  put- 
iiTig  Criminals  to  Death  ?  * 

A.Vy  hanging  them  on  a  Tree,  or  by  Honing  them 
-with  Stones,  Numb.  xxv.  4.  Deut.  xxl  23.  xiii.  o,  10. 
Numb.  xv.  35.  J  y 

24  Qi  How  many  Witnejfes  were  necelfaiy  to  ccn- 
dernn  a  Criminal  to  Death  ? 

A.  At  the  Mouth  of  two  or  three  Wimeffes  fhall  he 
thatis  worthy  of  Death  be  put  to  Death,  but  not  at  the 
Mouth  of  one  Whtnefs,  Deut .  xvii.  6,  y . 

2 5  Qw  What  was  the  Deiign  of  God  in  giving  them  fo 
many  peculiar  Laws  about  their  Civil  or  Political  Affairs  ? 

A.  (i.)  rr°  let  them  know  that  God  was  their  Kin<i 
as  well  as  their  God,  and  to  keep  them  diliinft  and  fepat 

tate  from  the  reft  of  the  Nations,  as  his  own  People  and 
.kingdom.  r 

(2.)  Many  of  thefe  Laws  were  in  the mft Ives  excel¬ 
lent  y  fuited  to  the  Advantage  of  chat  People,  dwelling 
m  that  Country,  and  under  thole  Circumftances.  ** 

,  (3\)  °ome  of  thefe  Laws  had  a  moral  or  fpiritual 
pajung  in  them,  wluch  might  partly  be  known  at  that 

'  Time. 
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Time,  and  which  was  further  difcovered  afterwards, 

26  What  Inftances  can  you  give  of  moral  LeJJ'ons 
taught  by  thefe  Political  Laws  ? 

A .  Thou  jhalt  net  take  the  Dam  with  the  1  onng ,  Deut. 
xxii.  6,  7.  is  to  teach  Men  Mildnefs  and  Companion. 
Thou  jhalt  not  muzzle  the  Ox  that  treads  out  the  Ccrn9 
Deut.  xxv.  4.  is  to  fhew  that  Minifters,  who  provide  u$ 
fpiritual  Food,  ought  to  be  maintained  themfelves,  1 
Cor.  ix.  9,  10.  for  fo  the  Apoftle  Paul  has  explained  it. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Of  the  Sins  and  Punishments  of  the  Jews  in  the 

Wildernefs . 

1  CL  A  F  T  E  R  all  this  Account  ofthe  Moral,  Cere- 
menial,  and  Judicial  Laws,  can  you  tell  iv'J 
whether  the  People  of  Ifrael  obeyed  them  or  no  ? 

A.  No  ;  they  often  broke  the  Laws  of  God,  and  tin¬ 
ned  againll  him,  and  were  often  puniflied,  IfaAx hi.  10. 
Pfalm  lxxviii.  32 — 34. 

2  What  were  the  moll  remarkable  Sins  againft 
God  in  the  Wildernefs  ? 

A.  Befides  their  Murmurings  at  fome  Difficulties  in 
the  Beginning  of  their  Journey,  their  fir  ft  remarkable 
and  notorious  Crime  was  their  making  a  golden  Calf, 
and  worfhipping  it  at  the  Foot  of  Mount  Sinai,  Exod. 
xxxii.  4,  8. 

3  What  Temptation,  or  what  Pretence  could  they 
have  for  fuch  a  Crime  ? 

A.  Mofes  was  gone  up  into  Mount  Sinai ,  and  tarried 
there  fo  many  Days  longer  than  they  expelled,  that  they 
•wanted  fome  vifible  Token  of  God’s  Prefence  amonu 
them  ;  and  fo  they  conltrained  Aaron  to  make  this  gol¬ 
den  Image,  to  be  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Prefence  of 
God,  but  without  God’s  Appointment,  Exoi .  xxxii.  1. 
Tote,  It  is  fcarcely  to  be  fuppofed  that  this  was  the  mere 
Image  of  a  Common  Calf,  or  that  the  Jews  could  fall 
down  and  worfhip  fuch  an  Image ;  or  skat  they  could 

E  2  fuppofc 
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fuppofe  an  Ox  or  Calf  which  was  the  Idol  of  their 
Enemies  the  Egyptians ,  was  a  proper  Emblem  of  the 
Oca  of  Ifrael,  their  Deliverer  from  Egypt.  Probably 
therefore  it  was  the  Image  of  a  Cherub,  partly  in  the 
Form  ofa  winged  Ox.  And  fince  God  was  reprefent- 
ed  immediately  afterward  by  Mofes  as  dwelling  amonr 
the  Cherubims  on  the  Mercy-  feat,  this  might  be  a 
common  Opinion  or  Notion  beforehand  among  the 
People  even  of  that  Age*  :  And  it  might  be  made  as 
a  viable  Reprefentation  of  the  Prefence  of  God,  for 
they  proclaimed  a  Feall  to  J ehonsah ,  ver.  5.  in  the 
fame  manner  as  Jeroboam,  long  afterward,  made  per¬ 
haps  the  fame  Sort  of  Images  for  the  fame  Purpofe, 
'w  nich  aie  called  Calves.  But  both  this  and  that  being 
done  without  God’s  Appointment,  it  was  all  Idolatry, 
and  in  a  way  of  the  utmoft  Contempt,  it  was  called 
h  orjhipping  a  Calf ;  and  was  accordingly  punifhed  as 
highly  criminal.  See  Chap.  V.  Quell.  37. 

4  How  did  God  punilh  them  far  the  golden  Calf? 
A.  I  ne  Children  of  Lenji  were  commanded  to  flay 

their  Brethren,  and  they  flew  three  thouiand  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael. ,  Exod.  xxxli.  27,  28. 

5  Qv  Wha£  was  another  of  their  remarkable  Sins  ? 

A.  In  the  next  Stage,  after  Sinai ,  they  lothed  thd 

Manna,  which  God  lent  them,  and  murmured  for  want 
ofFlefli,  Numb.  xi.  4, 

6  How  was  the  Murmuring  punilhed  ? 

A.  God  gave  them  the  Fleih  of  Quails  in  Abundance. 

and 


*  There  were  fome  Things  relating  to  the  Worfhip  of 
God  which  that  People  had  fome  general  Notion  of  be¬ 
fore  Mofes  went  up  into  the  Mount  to  learn  all  the  Par¬ 
ticulars  from  God:  As  for  lnftance,  they  had  Altars, 
and  Sacrifices ,  and  fpr inkling  of  Blood,  Exod.  xxinj.  4^ 
6,  8.  They  had  Briefs,  Exod.  xix.  22,  24.  and  a 
Aabernacle,  or  moveable  Chapel,  Exod.  xxxiii.  6,  7. 
And  they  might  know  that  God  dwelt  among  Angels , 
or  fome  glorious  winged  Beings,  as  his  Attendants. 
And  thele  Cherubs  might  be  fome  times  figured  as  flying 
Men  with  Calves  Feet,  or  as  flying  Oxen,  as  part  of 
&hc  Equipage  or  Attendant  of  God. 
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and  fent  the  Plague  with  it.  Numb.  xi.  39,  33. 

7  Q>  What  was  their  third  remarkable  Sin  ? 

A.  Being  difcouraged  by  the  Spies  who  fearched  out 
the  Land  of  Canaan,  and  brought  an  ill  Report  of  that 
promifed  Land,  they  were  for  making  a  Captain  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Egypt ,  Numb.  xxii.  32.  and  xi<v.  3,  4,  36. 

S  Q.  How  was  this  Rebellion  chaftifed  ? 

A.  Ten  of  the  Spies  died  immediately  of  a  Plague,  and 
all  the  People  were  condemned  to  wander  forty  Years  in 
the  Wildernefs,  till  all  thofe  who  were  above  twenty 
Years  old  Ihould  die  by  Degrees  in  their  Travels,  Numb . 
xNo.  29 — 37. 

9  Qt  Who  of  the  Spies  were  faved  ? 

A.  None  but  Caleb  and  JoJhua ,  who  followed  the  Lord 
fully,  and  gave  a  good  Account  of  the  Land  of  Promife, 
Numb  xbu.  6,  23,  24,  37,  38.  and  xxui.  65. 

10  Q.  What  was  their  fourth  remarkable  Sin  ? 

A„  When  Korah,  Dathan ,  and  Abiha?n>  flirred  up  a 
Rebellion  again!!  Mofes  and  Aaron ,  Numb,  .vv/.  1,  &c. 

11  What  was  the  Occafion  of  this  Rebellion  of 
Korah  and  his  Companions  ? 

A.  They  pretended  that  all  Ifrael  were  holy,  and  that 
Aaron  and  his  Family  had  no  more  Pvight  to  the  Prieft- 
hood  than  they;  and  that  Mofes  took  too  much  upon  him 
to  determine  every  Thing  among  them.  Numb ,  x<vi.  3, 
12. 

12  How  were  Korah ,  Dathan ,  and  Abiram  pun- 
ifhed  ? 

A.  They  and  their  Families  were  fwallowed  up  by  an 
Earthquake*,  and  their  iwo  hundred  and  fifty  Compan¬ 
ions  were  burnt  by  a  Fire  which  came  out  from  God, 
noerj'e  31,  35,  and  when  the  Congregation  murmured  a- 
gainil  Mofes  and  Aaron  for  the  Death  of  thefe  Sinners, 
God  fmote  above  fourteen  thoufand  of  them,  and  they 
died  of  the  Plague,  -verfe  41 — 50. 

13  Qc  Wnat  Miracle  did  God  work  to  fhew  that  he 
had  cholen  Aaron  s  Family  to  the  Priefihood  ? 

A.  Lie  bid  the  Heads  of  the  People  choofe  twelve  Rods 

for 


*  Vet  in  Numb,  xxi,  11.  the  Sons  of  Korah  are  ex¬ 
cepted .  E  3 
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for  the  twelve  Tribes  o  f  Ifrael,  and  write  Aaron* %  Name 
upon  Levi's  Pvod,  and  lay  them  up  in  the  Tabernacle 
till  the  Morrow:  At  which  Time'they  took  each  Man 
liis  Rod,  and  Aaron’s  Rod  bloffomed  and  yielded  Al¬ 
monds,  Numb.  xvii.  2 — 6 — 10 

14  What  was  done  with  this  Rod  of  Aaron  P 

A.  It  was  laid  up  in  the  Ark  to  be  a  laPring  Teftimo- 
ny  againft  thefe  Rebels,  ver.  ic.  and  to  confirm  brow’s 
flight  to  the  Prieflhood. 

1 5  Q4  CJ  hat  w  as  a  fifth  remarkable  Sin  of  the  People  ? 

A  They  murmured  becaufe  of  the  Length  of  the 

Way,  and  for  Want  of  better  Food  than  Manna,  Numb. 
xxi.  4, 

16  Q,  How  was  this  new  Murmuring  punilhed  ? 

A.  God  fent  fiery  Serpents  among  them  which  def- 
troyed  many  of  them.  Numb.  xxi.  6. 

17  How  were  the  People  healed  which  were  bitten 
by  the  Serpents? 

A.  By  looking  up  to  a  Serpent  of  Brafs,  which  Mofes 
put  upon  a  high  Pole  at  God’s  Command,  Numb.  xxi. 

9. 

18  What  was  the  fixth  remarkable  Sin  of  Ifrael ? 

A.  Whoredom  and  Idolatry  ;  for  they  loved  the  Mi- 

dlanitijh  Women,  and  worfhipped  their  Gods,  Numb, 
xxv.  i,z. 

J9  How  was  this  Whoredom  and  Idolatry  punilh- 
fd  ? 

A.  By  the  Command  of  God  and  Mofes  to  kill  the 
Offenders,  and  by  a  Plague  which  flew  twenty  four 
thoufand.  Numb ,  xxv.  4,  5,9. 

20  Q.  Who  tempted  them  to  this  Idolatry  ? 

A.  Balaam ,  the  wicked  Prophet  and  Soothfayer, 
Numb,  xxx i.  16. 

21  Why  did  he  tempt  them  to  it  ? 

A.  Becaufe  God  hindred  him  from  curfing  Ifrael, 
when  Balak  the  King  of  Moab  had  hiied  him  to  do  it. 
Numb.,  xxii.  5 — 12. 

22  How  did  God  hinder  him  ? 

A.  Three  Ways.  ( 1  )  By  fo?  bidding  him  to  goat 
frit,  though  afterwards  he  permitted  him.  (2.)  By  mak¬ 
ing  his  own  Afs  fpeak  to  him,  to  flop  hi  n  when  he  was 

going- 
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going.  (3.)  By  infpiring  him  with  Prophecief,  and 
compelling  him  to  blefs  Ifrael  three  or  four  1  imes,  in- 
ftead  of  curftng  them.  See  Numb.  xxii.  12,  30,  31.  and 
xxiii.  7,  8 ,&c. 

23  Q.  What  became  of  Balaam  at  lalt . 

A.  He  was  flam  among  the  Midianites  by  the  Men  of 
Ifrael ,  linger  the  Conduct  of  Mo/es ,  before  they  came  to 
the  River  of  ‘Jordan,  Numb.  xxxi.  1 — 8. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Of  the  Jews  Entrance  into  Canaan,  and  their  Govern* 

ment  by  Judges . 


Sect.  I  Of  the  I/raelites  PoffeJJion  of  Canaan. 


I  Q^Tl  THAT  became  of  the  People  of  Ifrael  after 
W  all  their  Wanderings  in  the  Wildernefs  t 
A.  Though  their  Sins  and  Punilhments  were  many 
and  great,  yet  they  were  not  deftrcyed  ;  but  God 
brought  them  at  laid  into  Canaan .  the  Land  which  lie' 
promifed  to  their  Fathers,  Jojh.  i.  1 1. 

2  Q.  Did  Mo/es  lead  them  into  that  Land  ? 

A.  No  ;  he  was  only  permitted  to  fee  it  from  Mount 
Pi/gah,  and  there  he  died,  and  God  buried  him,  Deut . 
xxxiv.  1 — 8. 


3  Did  Aarcn&o  with  them  into  Canaan  ? 

A.  Aaron  died  before  Mo/es,  and  Eleazer  his  Son  was 
made  High-Prieft  in  his  Room,  Numb .  xx.  24,  28. 

4  Why  were  not  Mo/es  the  Lawgiver,  nor  Aaron 
the  High-Prieft,  fuffered  to  bring  the  People  into  the 
Land  of  Promife  ? 

A.  Becaufe  they  had  both  finned  and  offended  Godin 
the  Wildernefs,  and  God  would  lhew  his  DifpleafurC' 
againft  Sin,  Deut.  xxii.  48 —  5  1 . 

5  What  other  LefTon  might  God  delign  to  teach 
us  oy  this  Conduct  of  Providence  ? 

A.  Perhaps  God  might  teach  us  hereby  that  neither 
the  Laws  of  Mo/es,  nor  the  Priefthood  of  Aaron,  were 
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fufncient  to  bring  us  into  the  PolMon  of  the  heavenly 
eunu  v ,  c  f  which  Ca?:aan  was  a  Figure. 

-  6  ft  who  was  appointed  to  lead  the  People  of  lfrael 
into  the  promifed  Land  ?  1  J 

A  jojhua  whofe  Name  is  the  fame  with  Jefus,  and 

10  bcthe  Governor  and  Captain  of  lfrael after 
Mo/es  died,  Jojh,  in.  13—15. 

7  Q,  Flow  did  they  get  over  the  River  Jordan  ? 

‘FAS,f°0niaSDhe,Priefts  who  bore  the  Ark  dipped 
their  Feet  in  the  Brink  of  the  River,  the  Waters  which 

M  ere  above  rofe  up  ln  an  Heap,  ahd  the  Channel  was 

eft  dry  while  all  the  People  paired  over,  JoJh.ni.  14, 

J  5. 


8  Q-  What  Memorial  did  they  leave  of  their  paffino- 
over  Jordan  on  Foot  ?  r  & 

A.  By  God’s  Appointment  they  took  up  twelve 
btor.es  out  of  the  raidft  of  Jordan,  where  the  Priefts 
llood  with  the  Ark  while  the  Tribes  paffed  over,  and 
let  t.iem  up  as  a  Monument  in  the  Place  wherein  they 
lodged  the  firft  Night,  Jojh.  iv.  3—9,  23. 

„  9  Mow  were  they  commanded  to  deal  with  the 
Canaanites  w  hen  they  took  their  Land  ? 

A.  They  were  required  to  deftroy  them  utterly,  left 
if  they  Should  live  they  might  teach  lfrael  their  Idolatries 
ana  t.  e.r  wicked  Cuftoms,  Dent  vii,  16 — 26. 

10  '.T  But  what  right  had  the  Jews  to  deftroy  them, 
and  take  their  Country  ? 

A.  The  Canaanites  were  abominable  Sinners,  and 
God,  by  particular  Infpiration,  made  the  Jews  the  Ex¬ 
ecutioners  of  his  Wrath  againft  them,  juft  as  he  mio-ht 
have  ufed  a  Plague,  or  the  Beafts  of  the  Earth  to  have 
deftroyed  them  ;  and  then,  as  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  all, 
he  gave  their  forfeited  Country  and  Poffeffions  to  whom 
he  pleafed,  Leu  xviii,  24,  25.  Pfalrn  cxxxvi.  1  7 — 22, 
Here  let  it  be  obferved,  that  this  awful  Tnftance  of  one 
Nation’s  deftroying  another,  and  feizing  their  Lands 
and  Pofteffions,  was  amhorifed  by  God°himfeIf,  the 
righteous  Judge  of  the  World,  in  and  by  a  long  Train 
of  the  moft  conspicuous  and  public  Miracles  and  Pro¬ 
phecies  ;  fo  that  the  Israelites  could  not  be  deceived 
in  their  divine  Com  million  for  this  bloody  Work. 

N  or 
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Nor  is  it  liable  to  be  made  a  Precedent,  cr  a  Pretence 
for  any  other  Nation  or  Perfon  to  treat  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  at  this  Rate,  be  they  ever  fo  wicked  un’efs  they 
canlhew  fuch  aftomthing  and  undoubted  A  teftations 
of  a  plain  Commiffion  from  God,  the  righteous  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  World,  and  the  fovereign  Lord  of  all. 
l  ,  O.  What  was  the  firft  City  they  took  in  Canaan? 
A  Jericho,  whofe  Walls  fell  down,  when  by  God  s 
Appointment '  they  founded  Trumpets  mace  of  Rams 

Homs,  >A  v^.5d>  do  whcn  they  t00k  the  City  > 

A.  By  God’s  Command  they  devoted  it  as  the  Hrft- 
fruits,  to  be  a  Sacrifice  ta  the  Lord,  and  therefore  they 
burnt* all  the  Goods  in  it,  together  with  the  City,  as 
well  as  deftroyed  all  the  Inhabitants,  except  kahab 
the  Harlot,  and  her  Kindi ed,  / of?.  vi.  24.,  25. 

1 1  Q  Why  was  Rahab  fpared  ? 

A  Becaufe  fhe  believed  that  God  would  give  Ifrael 
the  Land  of  Canaan ,  and  die  hid  and  faved  the  Spies 
whom  JoJbua  fent,  JoJb.  ii.  9—14-  andvi-  25>  26.  Heb. 


XI  %  I  • 

*14  How  did  the  Army  of  Ifrad  fucceed  againft  the 
the  Men  of  Ai  ? 

A.  God  fufrered  Ifrad  to  be  put  to  flight  before  the 
Men  of  Ai>  becaufe  Achan  an  Ifraelite  had  floie  and  hid 
fome  of  the  Spoil  of  the  City  of  Jericho ^  which  was  ac- 
curfed,  and  devoted  to  the  Fire,  Jo/h  vii.  5  9. 

15  How  was  the  Anger  of  God  apneafed  for  this 

Crime  t 

A.  They  mourned  humbly  before  God,  they  fought 
out  the  Perfon  who  had  flolen  this  accurftd  Thing,  and 
ftoned  him  and  his  Family  to  Death,  Jofoua  vii.  6,  13, 


14,  24. 

16  Q  How  did  they  take  the  City  of  Ai  at  laft? 

A.  By  counterfeiting  a  Flight,  as  on  the  former  Day ; 
gjid  when  the  IVIen  of  Ai  were  drawn  out  of  the  City,  the 
ifraelite s  who  lay  in  Amhufh  entered  and  burnt  it, 
viii.  13 — 29. 

17  How  did  the  Giheonites  deceive  the  People  of 
Jfrael ,  and  lave  themielves  from  Death  ? 

They  fent  Ambaffadors,  with  old  Sacks  upon  their 
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Afles,  and  old  Garments  and  mouldy  Bread,  to  nrove 

3nd  the  Men  o/ W 

^  iaue  I  cacx  with  them,  and  fwore  to  it,  Jofh,  ix. 

,  * f,  ^ .,W!uK' l'd  J°fiua  do  when  he  found  that  they 
dwelt  in  the  midft  of  Canaan?  7 

A.  He  let  them  live,  becaufe  the  Elders  had  rworn  t0 

them;  but  he  made  them  Hewers  of  Wood,  and  Drawers 

of  \\  ater  for  the  Congregation,  and  for  the  Altar  of  the 
-Lord,  <ver .  27.  c 

witlthhl-o^IlS  fad  C0nquer  £he  King 

A.  God  helped  Ifrael ,  by  calling  great  HaMon^ 
from  Heaven  upon  their  Enemies,  Jaffa,  x  10  1 1 

^  What  ““"kablc  Thing  did  jojhua  ^  that 

A  He  bid  the  Sun  and  Moon  Hand  Rill  to  lengthen 
out  the  Day  for  his  Vi&ory,  and  they  obeyed  him,  JoJh% 

he  took  hbf  did  j0jhUa  d°  Wkh  1116  fiveKin2s  wh“ 

A.  He  called  the  Captains  of  Ifrael  to  fet  their  Feet  on 
their  Necks,  and  then  he  flew  them,  and  hanged  then* 
tip  on  five  Trees  before  the  Lord,  Jofh.  x.  24,  26. 

22  Q..  Did  jojhua  proceed  to  conquer ’the' whole 
Country  ? 

A.  'rhelfaeUus,  under  the  Condufl  of  Jofoua,  went 
on  till  they  had  flam  one  and  thirty  Kings,  and  then  the 
People  refted  from  War  for  a  Seafon,  JcJh.  xi.  22.  and 
xn.  24.  J 

2  3  Q.-  Where  was  the  Tabernacle  firlt  fet  up  after  they 
came  to  Canaan  ?  7 


A  In  Shiloh ,  in  the  Tribe  of  Ephraim,  at  feme  D if- 
tance  irom  Jerujalem,  and  there  it  tarried  above  three 
hundred  Years,  even  till  the  Days  of  Samuel,  fojh  xviii. 
I.  i  Sam.  1.3. 

24  CK  How  came  it  to  be  fet  up  there? 

A.  By  the  Appointment  of  God;  for  it  is  faid.  He  fet 
his  Name  fir  ft  in  Shiloh,  Jer.  vii.  12.  See  Deut.  xii.  c. 
46.  ‘  *)‘ 

^  ^  II  ow  was  tne  i_<and  oR  Can  a.  an  divided  among1 
the  People  ?  A.  Ruben 


j£liap.  VIII. 


Of  the  Ifr  a  elites  Cf  c. 


*f*r 

i  i 


A  Ruben  and  Gad,  and  half  the  Tribe  of  Manajfeh, 

w  ,h“.h«,i»c«  gi™  >h«»  by 

Side  Jordan ,  and  jojhua  ca .  °.  ••  ‘ Jo(b 

Tribes  before  the  Lord  in  xxx  .  J  J 

xiii  7»  S.  and  xviii.  io.  .  j  i  ir 

267Q.  Did  not  the  Tribes  of  £«£<?»  and  GW,  and  half 

Manaffeh,  go  to  help  their  Brethren  in  deftroyir  g 
Canaanitcs?  ^  App0;ntnlCTt  0f  Mofes,  they  went 
over  'Jordan  toaffift  their  Brethren,  till  they  were  fettled 

intheLand,  Numb,  xxx ii.  16 — 33  and  ./#•'•  12 

27  Q  What  Memorial  did  thefe  two  i  rrbes  and  an 

half  leave  in  the  Land  of  Canaan,  that  they  belonged  to 

the  Nation  of  1/rael ?  ~ 

A.  They  built  a  great  Altar  upon  the  Borders  of  jor- 

4an,  not  for  Sacrifice,  but  merely  as  a  Memorial  of  their 
Intereft  in  the  God  of  1/rael,  in  the  labernacle,  and  in 

the  Worfhip  thereof,  JoJb.  xxu.  ,  c 

2g  Q#  Where  was  the  1  rvbe  ot  Lean  diipofeuoi  . 

A.  Being  devoted  to  the  Service  ot  the  Tabernacle 
end  Religion,  they  were  not  fixed  in  one  Spot  of  Ground, 
but  had  a  Share  in  the  Inheritance  of  every  T  ribe,  that 
they  might  teach  every  City  the  Laws  of  Gou,  and  their 

Duty,  J0JJ7.  xxi.  3*  .  . 

2 n  (y  What  did  Jojhua  do  juft  Deiore  his  I>e3th  ? 

A.  He  fummoned  the  People  together,  and  made  a 
moft  folemn  Covenant  with  them,  that  they  fhould  ierve 

the  Lord,  JoJh.  xxiii.  and  xxiv.  1—28^ 

30  Q_.  Did  the  Ifraelites  go  on  to  drive  out  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  Canaan  after  the  Death  of  Jojhua  ?  ^  . 

A.  Yes,  by  the  Appointment  of  God,  the  Tribe  01 
Judah  went  up  againft  Bezek,  Judg.  i-  1  —  4. 

3 1  Qc  What  did  the  Ifraelites  do  to  Adonibezeck  (or 
the  King  of  Bezek)  when  they  took  him  ? 

A.  Tney  cut  off  his  Thumbs  and  great  Toes,  Judg. 

i.  6 

32  What  Remark  did  he  make  upon  it? 

A.  He  confefted  the  Juftice  of  God  in  this  Puniili- 
ment,  for  he  had  cut  oft'  the  Thumbs  and  great  1  oes  of 
threefepre  and  ten  Kings,  and  made  them  gather  Meat 
under  his  Table,  iter.  7. 

63  Qi,  1^^ 


A,. 


i 

■ 

i 


T  M 

■I i  i  if" 


Oftht  Govtrnmint  of 


Seft.  IT. 


ofthelTatSf  the  Vradite<  drive  3,il  tlie  Canaamtes  out 

Yet  afe’r  t/WstTatl  f°Th  ^  *r/evcraI  ^ndred 

lijlines  continued  till  the  DavS  of  the  Phi~ 

1 7.  d?so*  2  Sam,  v,  6, 

V  A  Wt>'  «  “■  God  m  V,., I ..  drive  .hem  ,11 
JhSfS&i!*  0be>r  "10  Com,TO,ds  of  God, 

.»  .teir  Sidi,  X  t1he?“ W’W 

‘o,  ii.  j,  „diii° 

a%Vm°: tfi Sa,km“ »" ■“*  v 

<ko  N,,i„7,  .is  s  v  w  Gf  f 

and  the  Eiders  of  tie  P-nlle  V  L  ^°jUa  was  dead> 

W  fi.  6  7,  ,O?',';0f  **«  ““  «»"i*0d 
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. .  "SMt  **•'«*■'•*» 

„„d„  fta, Vl”VV"“d,  »d 

jodges,  Mi,l: VfeVl,  Z'»*£  r 

pomcmen:  ofMofi,,  E,od.  „ffi,  d!UI,  7,“ 


ttpT  f  1°^®’  or  Judges,  which  were  fet  cvei 
tiiclcopleby  at  the  Advice  of  Jethro,  were  a  i 

iirft  chofen  by  the  People  in  their  feveral  Tr  bX  t 
after  they  care  out  of  pXClf  xv:;:  M  /  J 

o  the  eopie,  Thir  j*  ™ife  Men,  &c.  Deut.  i.  ,, 

i  Seventy  or  Seventy  two  Eiders,  were  the  graved 
-and  mod  venerable  of  thele  OffWre  r  r  eit 

Tribe  ;  for  God  fays  Xl,!  f  “  °  c 

Jlfra  of  the  Elders  of  lfrael  a.Vr  ’tb'Z  °  ^  f'‘VC"^ 

of.,,,  mr  *,  v,„b  5  r 

viicci  together,  „d  conful,  „p„„  e„,oitTcV 
®  as  when  a  Sort  of  Sedition  was  railed  by  the 

Mur  m  urines 


V  T'.\  V 
V 
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Jfrael  by  Judges, 


Murmuring*  of  the  People,  Numb.  xi.  or  in  fuch  like 

TteHigfprUft' was  the  chief  Counfellor,  and  fome- 
times  aludge  ;  for  the  Oracle  of  God  was  with  h*m, 
and  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  chiefly  fkibed  in  the  Law, 

efpecially  if  he  were  an  elderly  Man. 

The  common  Prieftsand  Levites  were  alfo  Affiftants  to 
the  judges,  by  way  of  Counfel,  and  in  deciding .Con- 
troverfies  in  every  Tribe,  Dcut.  xvn.  9,  1 2.  but  ltiil 
the  executive  Power,  was  veiled  in  the  Judge  of  each 
Tribe,  and  God  himfelf  was  their  Ling,  and  the 

Center  and  Union  of  Government. 

But  when,  through  their  Idolatry  and  Wickednefs, 
God  ferfook  the  People,  and  the  Officers  and  Judges 
mpghfted  their  Duty,  the  People  Mamed  the  Mifenes 
and  Confufions  of  an  Anarchy,  as  it  is  feveral  times 
expreffed  in  the  Book  of  Judges;  I  here  was  no  King 
in  I  trad,  and  e  very  one  did  what  was  right  in  bis  own 
E/es  And  by  their  Difunion  and  want  or  Govern¬ 
ment  they  were  weakened,  and  became  an  eafy  Prey 
to  their  Enemies  round  about  them:  But  at  particular 
Seafons  God  raired  them  up  extraordinary  Judges  to 
recover  them  from  Slavery,  and  to  reftore  Govern¬ 
ment  among  them:  And  thefe  had  a  Dominion  over 
many,  or  all  the  Tribes,  being  raifed  up  eminently 

by  God  himielf.  .  ,  r 

That  this  was  the  original  and  appointed  Method  ot 
the  Government  of  Ifrael,  as  I  have  deferibed  it,  we 
may  learn  partly  from  Dent .  i.  13,  where  the  Officers 
are  chofen,  and  Dent.  xvii.  8 — 12.  and  xix.^io  io. 
where  Mo/es  appoints  the  Bu fine fs  of  the  Prieits  and 
the  judges ;  and  partly  from  2  Cbron.  xvii.  7 — 9.  and 
5__n.  where  Hezekiab  makes  a  Reformation 
throughout  the  Land,  and  appoints  the  Judges  to  be 
Executors  of  Juftice,  the  Priefts  and  Levites  to  be  the 
Teachers  of  the  People,  and  Counsellors  to  the  judges* 
and  the  High-Piidt  to  be  the  chief  Counfellor:  And 
fometimes  he  was  a  Judge  alfo,  as  was  before  intimat¬ 
ed. 

37  Q.  Was  not  the  High  Pried  their  Ruler  under 
God  r 

A,  The 
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and* feems  to  be  appointed  by  God 
and  Mofes  to  be  the  chief  Counfelior  in  declaring  the 

Counfeilors -ta  bw  °i[G°d’  “  thep0ther  Prieils  alfo 

«^,^a&SSTj>fcai  *  >«“•  ««i 

cerfainJhey  dh  Km  /“  «  <* 

fomecmo  great  Wkkriiitf,  a.o.g  ie  Pe'orie,  ShoS 
Reftramt ;  much  Idolatry  and  Milchief  bnfh  ’  ;  r  , 

6naVndexxaind2;hat  f°r  Want  °f Government,  jldgXSx. 

- » 

A.  As  they  had  fcrfaken  God  and  his  Law*  fn  Cr,A 
Remed  fometimes  to  have  forfaken  the  Care  of  them  and 
g  ven  them  up  to  the  Ccnfufions  and  Miferies  which  a 

^°dmh  ’e  r  3nt  °f  G°Ve™  for  a  Seafon  •  and  alfo 

on  them  ‘ltd h  ““‘t*  °n.ever>r  flde  to  make  Inroads  up- 
them,  and  bring  them  into  Slavery,  Judges  ii.  i  i_i  r 

Deliverance'?  “  ^  SrMt  God  interPofe  ‘Hr 

A.  Sometimes  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Providence  and 
by  fpectal  Inlpiration  he  railed  up  extraordinary  full 

XZ  r  r°m  Hand  of  their  Enemies^  an /to 
le.tore  Government  among  them.  Judges  ii.  16—19. 

41  <4  Who  were  fome  of  the  moll  remarkable  of  ihefe 

extraordinary  Judges  ?  e 

A  Ebud  and  Sbamgar,  Deborah  and  Gideon ,  Zephtka 
Samfon  and  Samuel.  ^ 

4 2  Qc  Who  was  Ehud  ? 

.  4  A  ?’nan  °f  benjamin,  who  delivered  Ifrael  from 
the  C'pprelhcm  ol  Eglon  King  of  Moab,  Jud.i'ii.  12,  ,r. 

43  ^ —  How  did  ne  deliver  them  ? 

him  wblfcr'ng:ngap.,cfentt0  Eslon’  and  then  fobbing 

him  with  a  Dagger,  Judges  in  16,17. 

XtX  ,-  hatdld  s~«*S«r  do  toward  their  Deliver- 


4,.  He 


V  'd- 


$2 


Chap.  VIII. 


Ifrael  by  Judges- 


A.  He  refcued  Ifrael  from  the  Oppreffion  of  the  Phi* 
lifting,  and  flew  fix  hundred  of  them  with  an  Ox  s  Goad, 

Judg.  iii.  3.1. 

±r  O,  Who  was  Deborah  ?  .  , 

A.  She  was  a  Woman,  a  Prophetefs,  who  cehverc 
Ifrael  from  the  Tyranny  of  Jabin  King  of  Canaan*  who 
had  nine  hundred  Chariots  of  ircn,  Judg.  iv  2—4. 

16  °>  How  did  ihe  deliver  IJrael  from  his  Hand  . 

A.  She  fent  forth  Barak  to  Ba-.tle  againft  him,  who 
routed  his  Army,  which  was  commanded  by  Sifira  hi# 

General,  Judg*  iv.  5. 

47  jp.  How  was  Sifira  (lain  ? 

A  By  the  Hand  of  Jael,  a  Woman,  who  when  he 
came  to  reft  himfelf  in  her  Tent  drove  a  Nail  into  his 


Temples,  Judg.  iv.  iS  22. 

48  Who  was  Gideon  ? 

A.  The  Son  of  JoaJh  ;  he  was  called  by  an  Angel, 
or  by  God  himfelf,  to  deftroy  the  Worfti'p  of  Baal ,  and 
to  deliver  Ifrael  from  the  Hands  of  the  Midianites , 

Tudg.  vi.  1 1 — 14.  . 

Note,  Gideon  had  fuftlcient  Evidence  that  this  was  s 
Meftage  from  God  himfelf,  for  the  Angel  talked  witn 
him;  and  when  Gideon  had  fetched  iome  iTefti  and 
Cakes  to  entertain  him,  the  Angel  bid  him  lay  them 
upon  a  PvOck,  and  pour  out  the  Broth  upon  them, 
then  with  one  End  of  his  Rod  the  Angel  touJnet* 
them,  and  Fhe  arcfe  and  confumed  them. 

49  How  did  he  begin  his  Work  ? 

A.  He  firft  threw  down  the  Altar  of  Baal  the  Idol  by 
Kight,  and  cut  down  the  idolatrous  Grove,  and  then 
offered  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Lord,  according  to  the  Order 
he  had  received  from  God,  Judg.  vi,  25 — -28. 

50  What  further  Sign  did  God  give  him  of  one* 


cefs  ? 

A.  At  his  Requeft  God  maie  a  Fleece  of  Wool  wet, 
when  the  Ground  all  around  it  was  dry;  and  again,  he 
unde  a  Fleece  of  Wool  dry,  when  the  Ground  was  wet, 
Judg.  vi.  36,  40. 

51  How  many  Men  did  God  appoint  for  Gideon's 
Jinny  ? 

A,  Out  of  thirty- two  thou  fond  he  appointed  but  three 

hundred 
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hundred  Men,  Judg,  vlL3,  6,  7. 

52  How  did  three  hundred  Men  conquer  Median  ? 
.  Kadi  ()f  them,  by  Grot’s  Order,  took  a  Trum- 
pet,  and  a  1  ncher  with  a  I, amp  in  it,  and  comino-  at 
Midnight  on  the  Camp  ofth t  Midianites  they  broke  their 
Pitchers,  ard  fright-  d  them  with  a  fudden  BlaVe  of 

Lamps,  the  Sound  of  the  Trumpets,  and  loud  Ihoutino-, 
Judg.  vn,  20 — 23, 

Viftorf  ?  Did  GUe°n  re'gn  °VCr  Ifrad  £fter  this  £r£at 

A.  No,  he  refufed  it,  for  he  laid  God  was  their  Kino-, 
Judg.  vin.  23.  *** 

54  Did  Gideon  s  Sons  govern  Ifrael  af  er wards. 

A.  None  of  Gideon's  threefcore  and  ten  Sons  fet  up 

^C8;,  ^  Son  of  his  Concubine! 

made  himfelf  King,  Judg,  ix  i,  2,  6. 

55  ^  Mow  did  Abimelech  advance  himfelf  to  the 
K-irgdom  ? 

A.  He  flew  a  11  his  threefcore  and  ten  Brothers  except 


th 


e  ycungeft,  who  efcaped,  judg. 


5' 


56  How  was  Abimelech  Hain  ? 

P  A  'Ar-.nf  WaS  befl£g’ng  a  CiV>  a  Woman  call  a 
P  -e  M?  !f,-one  upo»  his  Head,  Judg.  ix.  51—5  3. 

57^.  Who  was  Jephthah? 

c  ^  ^ijgMy  Man  of  Valour,  who  delivered  Ifrael 
from  tne  lower  of  the  Ammonites,  Jude  xi  1  ,2  , , 
5S  ^  What  was  remarkable  concerning  hi  A  33> 

,4*  macM  a  mfh  Vow  to  facrifce  to  God  the  frfl 
I  hmg  that  came  to  mee;  him  af:er  his  Viftcry,  and  that 
happened  to  be  his  Daughter,  and  only  Child,  Judo-, 
*;•  3°.3G34-  * 

lJoieC  4  ls  a  Matter  of  Doubt  ar,d  Controverfy  amono- 
tne  Learned,  whether  Jephthah,  being  a  Soldier,  in 
thofe  Days  of  ignorance,  did  not  really  offer  his 
Daughter  for  a  Sacrifice,  according  to  bis  Fovu,  as  the 
Scripture  fccms  to  exprefs  it  ;  or  whether  he  only  re¬ 
frained  her  from  Marriage  and  bearing  Children, 
which  in  thofe  Davs  was  accounted  like°a  Sacrifice, 
and  as  a  Sentence  o  1  Death  palled  on  them, 

59  yo  Who  was  Sam  fan? 

A.  I  he  bon  cf  Manoah3  and  he  delivered  Ifrael  trota 

the 


Chap.  VIII. 


Ifr Of l  by  Juices. 


Bf 


the  Hands  of  the  Philiftines,  Judg.  xin,  and  xiv,  &c. 

60  Q.  What  was  his  Character  ? 

A.  He  was  the  ilrongeft  of  Men,  but  he  does  not  feem 

to  have  been  the  wifeft  or  the  beft. 

6 1  Qi.  Wherein  did  his  Strength  lie  ? 

A.  He  was  a  Na&arite,  devoted  to  God  from  his 
Birth,  and  fo  was  bound  to  let  his  Hair  grow,  and  then 
God  was  with  him  ;  but  when  his  Hair  was  cut,  God 
left  him,  Judg.  xiii.  7.  and  xvi.  17.  _ 

62  CL  What  Instances  did  he  give  of  his  great 

Strength  ? 

A.  He  tore  a  Lion  afunder,  he  broke  all  the  Cords 
with  which  he  was  bound,  he  flew  a  thoufand  Philiftines- 
with  the  Jaw-boae  of  an  Afs  ;  and  when  he  fell  in  love 
with  a  Harlot  in  Gaza ,  and  the  Philiftines  befet  the  City 
Gates,  he  carried  away  the  Gates  and  Gate  pods  of  the 
City  with  him,  when  he  made  his  Way  out  and  efcaped, 
Judg,  xiv.  5,  6.  and  xv.  13,  14.  and  xvi.  3,  11,  13. 

63  What  befel  him  afterward  ? 

A.  He  fell  in  love  with  Delilah ,  another  of  the  Phi- 
liftine  Women,  who  cut  off  his  Hair,  and  then  ihe  be¬ 
trayed  him  to  the  Philiftines ,  who  put  out  his  Eyes,  and 
made  him  grind  in  a  Mill,  Judg.  xvi.  4 — 21  • 

64  What  was  Samfon  s  End  ? 

A.  Thoufands  of  the  Philiftines  were  gathered  toge¬ 
ther  to  make  Sport  with  Samfon  ;  and,  in  order  to  re¬ 
venge  himfelf  of  the  Philiftines,  and  to  deftroy  the  Ene¬ 
mies  of  Ifraely  he  pulled  the  Houfe  down  upon  their 
Heads  and  his  own,  Judg  xvi.  30, 

65  Who  judged  1/rael  after  Samfon  ? 

A.  Eli  the  High  Priell  is  faid  :o  judge  Ifrael  forty 
Years  ;  but  he  is  not  fuppofed  to  be  one  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  Judges  who  delivered  them,  but  rather  that  he 
was  made  an  ordinary  Magiftrate,  peihaps,  over  fome 
-Part  of  the  Land,  1  Sam.  iv.  18. 

66  Q.  Who  was  the  laft  of  thefe  extraordinary  Judges? 

A,  Samuel  the  Prophet,  the  Son  of  Hannah ,  a. pious 

Woman,  who  had  no  Child  before,  and  requeued  of 
God  to  give  her  one,  1  Sam.  i.  20. 

67  What  is  written  in  Honour  of  Hannah  ? 

A,  When  Ihe  was  greatly  provoked  and  grieved  in 

F  Spirit, 


I 
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die  prayed  to  God  at  the  Tabernacle,  and  fhe 
went  away  chearful,  i  Sam.  i.  15—18. 

b8  <T  Where  was  Samuel  brought  uo  ? 

A  As  he  was  requeued  of  the  Lord,1  f0  he  was  give* 

r7  ,  L°rd>  *nd  was  brought  up  at  the  Tabernacle  in 
*>bilob  under  the  Care  of  Eli  the  High- Fried:,  1  Sam  i 
22 — 28. 

69  What  was  Samuel's  Office  ? 

A.  He  waited  on  the  Service  of  the  Tabernacle  as  a 
Levite,  being  the  Firft-born,  and  being  given  to  God^ 
1  Sam.  11.  18. 

7°  Qe  Was  he  not  alfo  a.  Prophet  ? 

A.  Yes,  God  called  him  three  Times  in  one  Night: 
when  lie  was  a  Child,  and  made  a  Prophet  of  him,  and 
told  him  what  Calamities  fhould  befal  the  Houfc  of  Ell 
the  High  Pried,  1  Sam.  iii.  4 — 14. 

71  Q^_  What  was  the  great  Crime  of  Eli  ? 

1  hougn  he  loved  and  honoured  God  himicld  yet 
he  did  not  redrain  his  Sons  from  Wickednefs,  1  Sam 
iii.  13. 

72  Ch  In  what  Manner  did  God  drew  his  Difplcafure 
again#  tie  Heufe  of  Eli  ? 

A.  His  two  oons  were  dain  by  the  Phil  fines  in  Bat¬ 
tle,  and  the  High  Priedhood  went  into  another  Branch 
of  Aaron's  Family,  1  Sam.  ii.  27— 36.  1  Kings  ii.  27. 

73  Qa  What  became  of  Eli  himfelf  i 

r  When  he  heard  that  the  Ark  of  God  was  taken  by 
the  PhiliJHnes  he  fainted  for  Grief,  and  falling  down 
backward  he  brake  his  Neck,  1  Sam.  iv.  17,  18. 

74  Qa  did  the  P  hili fines  do  with,  the  Ark  of 

God  ? 

A.  They  brought  it  into  the  Koufe  of  their  Idol,  Da- 
£°f>  SI1d  the  Idol  feil  downard  broke  oit  his  Head  and 
his  Hands  upon  the  Threfhold,  1  Sam.  v.  2 — 

75  Q.  What  Puniihment  did  the  PhiliJHnes  differ  for 
keeping  the  Ark  ? 

A.  In  feveral  Cities  where  they  placed  it,  God  de¬ 
ll  royed  many  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  imote  the  red  with 
fore  Difeafes,  1  Sam,  v.  6— 12. 

76  What  became  of  the  Ark  then  ? 

“*♦  1  he  1  hil fines  put  it  into  a  new  Cart  drawn  by 

two 
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two  Milch- Kine,  whofe  Calves  were  (hut  up  at  home, 
smd  yet  they  carried  it  diredlly  into  the  Land  of  If  a  el  to 
BethjhejneJhy  I  Sam.  vi.  12. 

? 7  What  did  the  Men  of  Bethjhemejh  do  ? 

A,  They  looked  into  the  Ark,  which  was  utterly  for¬ 
bidden,  and  God  fmote  many  of  them  witli  a  great 
Slaughter,  and  they  font  the  .Ark  away  to  Kirjatb-jearim , 

j  Sam.  vi.  19,  21*  . 

78  How  did  Samuel  deliver  Ifracl  from  the  Philif- 

iines  when  they  made  a  new  War  upon  them  ? 

A.  He  offered  a  Burnt-offering,  and  prayed  to  the 
Lord,  and  God  fought  againit  the  Phil  fines  with  '1  hun- 
der  from  Heaven,  "and  fcattered  and  dedroyed  them, 
I  Sam.  vii.  9,  10,  1  3. 

79  Q.  How  did  Samuel  govern  the  People  ? 

A.  He  travelled  through  the  Land  every  Year,  he 
judged  Ifrael  with  great  Honour  and  Judice  for  many 
Years  ;  but  in  his  old  Age  he  made  his  Sens  Judges,  and 
they  oppreffed  andabuftd  the  People,  1  Sam .  vi.  15,  17. 
and  viii.  1,  4.  and  xii.  1,  5. 

80  Q.  What  was  the  Requed  cf  the  People  on  this 

Occaficn  ? 

A.  That  they  might  have  a  King,  like  the  red  of  the 
Nations,  1  Sam.  viii.  5. 

3 1  What  did  Samuel  do  in  this  Cafe  ? 

A.  He  would  have  advifed  them  againft  it,  becaufe 
God  was  their  King,  but  they  dill  periided  in  deliring  a 
Man  for  a  King,  1  Sam.  viii.  6,  7,  19,  20. 

82  Did  Samuel  gratify  them  in  this  Defire  ? 

A.  Being  admonifhed  ofGod,  he  complied  with  their 
Defire,  and  appointed  a  King  over  them,  1  Sam.  viii. 
22. 


C  H  A  P.  IX. 

Of  the  Govermnent  of  Ifrael  under  their  Kings  ;  and  frjl 

of  Saul  and  David. 

l  SP  HO  was  the  firft  King  of  Ifrael  ? 

V?  A.  Saul,  a  very  tall  young  Man>  the  Son 
©f  Kijh  a  Benjamite,  1  Sam.  tx.  I,  2, 

F  2  2  Flo  w 
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2  Q.  How  did  Samuel  hrft  meet  with  him  ? 

A.  Saul  was  lent  by  his  Father  to  feek  fome  Aftes  that 
he  had  loft,  and  afking  Samuel  about  them,  Samuel  took 
him  slide  privately,  and  anointed  him  King  of  Ifrael, 
i  Sam.  ix.  15—27.  and  x.  1—8 

3  Q.  But  how  was  he  made  King  publickly  ? 

A.  God  chofe  and  determined  Saul  to  be  King  by 
calling  Lots  among  the  Tribes  or  Families  of  Ifrael,  \ 
Sam.  x.  19 — 25. 

4  How  did  Saul  behave  himfelf  in  his  Kingdom  ? 
A.  He  governed  well  at  hrft  for  a  little  Time,  but  af¬ 
terward  he  difobeyed  the  Word  of  God  in  feveral  inftan- 
ees,  and  God  rejected  him,  1  Sam.  xiii.  13.  and  xv.  23^ 

5  Q.  Whom  did  God  choofe  in  his  Pmom  ? 

A.  David,  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  who  is  called  the 
Man  after  God's  gw*  Heart,  1  Sam.  xvi,  1.  and.xiii.  14. 
Ads  xiii.  22. 

6  CL_  Who  were  the  Forefathers  of  David? 

A.  Fie  was  the  youngeft  Son  of  JeJJe,  who  was  the  Son 
or  Obed,  who  was  the  Son  of  Boaz  by  Ruth  his  Wife, 
Ruth,  iv.  17,  22. 

7  Q.  What  was  this  Ruth  ? 

A,  She  was  a  Woman  of  Moab ,  and  ftie  married 
Mahlo?j  a  Jew,  the  Son  of  Naomi,  when  they  came  to  lo- 
journ  in  Moab,  becaufe  cf  a  Famine  in  Ifrael,  Ruth  i. 

>  4* 

8  Did  Ruth  leave  the  Country  of  Moab  ? 

A.  Yes,  after  her  Halbanddied  in  the  Land  of  Moab, 
fhe  followed  her  Mother- in- iavv  Naomi  into  the  Land 
of  Ifrael,  a*d  took  the  God  of  Ifrael  for  her  God,  Ruthi 

i  16,  17. 

9  Q,  What  kind  Providence  attended  her  in  the  Land 
of  Ifrael  ? 

A.  Rcaz,  a  rich  Man,  who  was  near  of  Kin  to  her* 
former  Hulband,  married  her,  and  fo  Ihe  became  the 
Great  grandmother  of  David ,  Ruth  iv.  16,  17. 

10  Q_  What  was  David's  Employment  ? 

A.  Being  the  youngeft  Son  of  a  large  Family,  he  was 

bred  up  to  keep  his  Father’s  Sheep,  1  Sam.  xvi.  11, 
u  Q.  What  confideiable  Aflicns  did  he  do  while  he 
was  a  SKcphcrd  ? 

A.  He 
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A.  He  killed  a  Lion  and  a  Bear  who  came  to  rob  hi* 

Father’s  Flock,  i  Sam.  xvii.  34- 

1 2  Q.  How  did  God  anoint  him  to  be  King  f 

A,  He  fenc  Samuel  feeretly  to  anoint  him  with  Oil  at 
Bethlehem ,  in  the  midft  of  his  Brethren,  1  Sam  xvi.  13. 

13  Q.  How  did  David  make  his  firft  Appearance  at 

A.  Da-vtd  underftood  Muflc,  and  when  the  evil  Spirit 
of  Melancholy  came  upon  Saul,  hearing  of  David  s  okiil 

in  Mufic,  he  fent  for  him  to  play  on  the  Harp  to  refrern 

him,  1  Sam.  xvi.  16,  23.  ,  .  , 

H  M/hat  remarkable  Adtion  made  him  more  pub¬ 
licly  known  ?  .  c 

A:  When  Goliath  the  Giant  challenged  the  Men  ol 

Ifrael,  David  undertook  the  Combat,  and  flew  him 
with  a  Siing  and  a  S  one,  i  oam.  xvii.  19’  51* 
ir  O  I  low  did  Saul  employ  nini  afterwards  ?  ^ 

A.  He  fent  him  out  again  ft  the  Fhiliftines ,  and  he  flew 

tnany  Thoufands  of  them,  1  Sam .  xix,  8, 

16  Q  How  came  Saul  then  to  bear  him  an  Ill-will  ? 
A.  From  nere  Envy,  becuufe  the  Women  of  Ifrael 
fun p"  to  their  Inflruments  01  Muiic,  Saul  had  fain  his 
Thoufands ,  and  David  his  ten  Thoufands ,  1  Sain.  xviii. 

C  .  0  7 . 

,7  Wherein  did  Saul  difeover  his  Ill-will  to  him  ? 
A.  He  threw  a  Javelin  at  him,  and  often  attempted  to 
kill  him,  1  Sam  xviii.  21. 

1 8  Did  not  Saul  marry  his  fecond  Daughter  Mi  chat 
to  him  ? 

A.  Yes,  but  he  required  of  him  the  Slaugnter  of  a 
hundred  Fhilifines  inflead  of  her  Dowry,  hoping  that 
David  himfelf  would  be  flam  in  the  Attempt,  \  Samuel 


xviii*  1 7-—  30.  #  t 

Who  then  were  the  Friends  of  David  when  the 

King  was  his  Enemy  ? 

A.  All  the  People  of  Ifrael  loved  him,  and  fo  did 
Jonathan  the  Son  of  Saul,  who  (kreened  him  often  from 
his  Father’s  Malice,  l  Sam.  xviii.  5-  an(I  x'x-  2> 

20  But  how  could  David  efcape  fo  long  when 
Saul  ordered  his  Servants  to  kill  him  ? 

A,  He  fled  from  Place  to  Place  in  the  Lind  of  Ifrael, 

]?  .  *  and 
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zt  laT\pUnled  fke  f  Pa/HidS?  on  the  Mountains,  till 
pj  n  •  *** sfcrced  to  hide  himfelf  twice  among  the 

"‘fdetxm  f Ta'Pj  ’?•  andxxvL  20-  and  xxvii.  u 

21  What  did  he  do  there  r 

A.  When  he  was  at  Gath  the  firft  time  he  felgr.ed  him¬ 
felf  mail,  left  Actnfn  the  King  of  Gath  Ihould  kill  him, 

W^Ra^T  dld  D‘mid  fiVe  h‘S  Father’s  Houfe  from 

hlsTr^t  dei‘ red  Ding  of  Moab  to  Jet  his  Father  and 

Lard  nf  f-t  fwe,VthCTe’  but  he  ^mfelf  went  into  the 
Land  or  Judah,  1  Sam.  xxu.  1 — 3. 

David?  H°W  did  SaUl  further  raanifeft  his  Rage  again# 

At*  K,e  dew  four-fcore  and  five  Perfons  of  the  Priells  of 
,ns  Lord,  becaufe  he  fuppofed  they  had  concealed  David 
and  cud  not  tell  the  King  where  he  was,  i  Sam.  xxii.  17, 


that^Tmie^?ad  ^a  J,a  an^  ■^rmy  under  his  Command  at 

A.  Yes,  he  had  gathered  together  about  four  hundred 

which  grew  in  a  little  time  to  fix  hundred,  1  Sam. 
xxu.  z.  and  xxm.  13. 

*5  Q.  Did  D  avia  fight  with  Saul  all  this  Time  ? 

,1  \N°n’-re  avo.idedhim,  and  fled  from  him  continu- 
ally,  by  shifting  his  Place  whenfoever  Saul  pmfued  him  3 
and  at  laic  was  forced  to  go  into  the  Land  of  the  Philijlines 
again,  1  Sam.  xxii i.  and  xxiv.  and  xxvii. 

26  Did  David  never  attempt  to  kill  Saul? 

-  l-*  ^0>  ^Ut  ^  *P?re(*  his  Life  twice  when  he  had  it 
in  his  i  ower  to  kill  him,  1  Sam ,  xxiv.  7,  8,  10,  11.  and 

XXVI,  II,  12,  &C, 

27  Had  this  Kindnefs  of  David  no  Influence  to 
ioften  the  Heart  of  Saul  toward  him  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  did  for  the  prefer t ;  but  SauPs  Envy  and 
Malice  were  fo  rooted  in  his  Heart,  that  they  prevailed 
above  all  the  Principles  cf  Kindnefs  and  Gratitude,  1 
bam.  xxiv.  16 — 21.  and  xxvi.  1—3.  and  xxvii.  1. 

28  What  became  ofdWat  la  It  ? 

A.  The  Philijlines  invaded  Jfrael ,  and  Saul  w as  in 
great  Dillrefs,  becaufe  God  gave  him  no  Directions.  nor 

anfwered 
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anfwered  him  by  Dreams,  nor  by  the  Priefts  nor  Prophets, 
i  Sam.  xxviii.  4—6. 

20  2.  What  did  Saul  do  then  ?  ,  ... 

A  He  enquired  of  a  Woman  who  had  a  laminar 

Spirit,  and  there  he  was  told  by  an  APPa"U0"  of£°®y 
thing  in  the  lhape  of  SW,  that  he  and  his  Sons  (hould 

die  Oil  the  Morrow,  i  Sam,  xxviii.  19* 

30  9.  Bid  this  come  to  pafs  ?  , 

A  Yes  the  Pbiliftines  flew  feveral  of  his  Sons,  ~nrf 
wounded  him  forely  in  the  Battle  and  then  he.fell  upoa 
his  own  Sword,  and  flew  himfelf,  i  oam  xxx.  1.  3,4, 

,  1  (0  Where  was  David  all  this  while .  , 

A.  He  was  fled  the  fecond  Time  to  Achijb  King  o. 
Gaik,  and  he  had  been  juft  then  employed  in  deftroying 
the  Amalekites,  who  had  plundered  the  City  of  Ziklag, 
where  he  dwelt,  and  had  carried  away  his  Wives,  1  Sam. 

,  2  9.  Did  not  David  offer  Ins  Service  to  the  Phthf- 

A.  Yes,  but  he  always  avoided  fighting  again  ft  the 
Ifraelites and  befi.de s,  the  Lords  of  die  Phmfiines  at 
this  Time  would  not  fuffer  him  to  continue  m  their  Ar¬ 
my  ;  which  was  done  by  the  kind  Providence  or  God, 
that  David  might  not  fight  againft  Ifrael,  i  Sam.  xxvii. 

8 —  1 i .  and  xxix.  4  and  2  Sam,  i.  1. 

-  2  9  What  did  David  do  upon  the  Death  of  Saul  ? 

A  He  made  a  very  fine  Elegy  upon  him  and  Jona¬ 
than  his  Son,  and  went  up  to  Hebron,  a  City  of  Judah, 
by  God’s  Direction,  where  the  Men  of  Judah  madt  him 

their  King,  2  Sam.  ii.  1  4>  ^  - 

Who  reigned  then  over  the  reft  of  the  Tribes  0. 

Ifrael  ?  .  c 

A.  Ifabojheth,  another  of  the  Sons  or  Saul,  2  bam.  11* 

g  Q. 

r-  c).  How  came  IJhboJheth  to  lofe  the  Kingdom? 

A.  He  quarrelled  with  Abner  the  Cjene;<J  cf  his 
Army,  whereupon  Abner  joined  with  David  ;  and  after 
this,  two  of  JJbboJhetb' s  own  Servants  flew  him  m  his 
Ted,  2  Sa?n.  ii.  7 — 10,  17,  18.  and  iv.  5,  7. 

36  ^  How  long  did  David  reign  in  Hebron  ? 

A  Seven  Years  and  an  half ;  and  then  all  Ifrael  came 

F4  w 


under  Saul  and  David.'  Chap  IX 

and  brought  Wm 

came  w  JeYufdem?  ^  “  thinS  D™id  ^  when  he 

r*«r  - 

placed  it  in  Zion,  2  Sam,  vi.  [_ )  ^ 

39  -i  what  was  David's  pious'  DeWn^t 
Ark  of  God  i  P  e!lSn  toward  the 

A.  lie  had  a  Mind  to  build  a  Houfe  for  i-W.  a  t  e 
God,  which  had  hitherto  dwelt  in  Curtains,  2  sivii. 

A  NoDrn  S°,r^,COUragC  him  t0  Proceed  «  it? 

ffied  much  Pdnn  l  u  Tu  encourage  hint,  becanfe  he  had 

Son,  who  (hSd  Ldd  hiraTHou^Ltvf^  3 

41  Q  Had  Da  vid  no  Wars  after  this  ?  ‘  ‘  2’  3‘ 

he  had  many  Battles,  and  was  vi&onous  o- 

•  r  ^1S  ^n^rnies  round  about  him  ;  namely  the  Ph'l'r 
tines  and  Moabites  y  the  Syrians  and  p/’ PhtIi^ 
Sam.  viii.  !_H.  y  mnS  and  Ed°”»tes,  &c.  2 

42  How  did  Daniel  govern  Ifrael? 

People,  2  ewUvlJfUdgment  and  J“ftke  aH  the 

Life3?  ^  Wll3t  WerC  the  Chief  Plemifhes  of  David's 

Hk  Adultery  with  Bathjheha  the  Wife  of  Uriah 
PHde  In  nUmnrinS  the  People  of  Ifrael. 

Jhett?  H  CatUe  DaV‘J  t0  fal1  in  love  with  Beth- 

sst* 

I5  ff  /-',Vha^  Aggravation  attended  this  Sin  > 

A.  Befides  the  heinous  Crime  of  Adultery  in  the  SGht 

towards ’t  w  ^  Vi,C  ^S-titude  and  b^fe  Sge 
towards  Ur tah,  who  at  that  Time  was  abroad  lighting 

fox 
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for  him  againft  the  Ammonites ,  2  Sam.  xi.  6. 

46  How  did  he  try  to  hide  it  from  Uriah  and  from 

the  World? 

A,  When  he  could  not  perfuadc  Uriah  to  go  to  ms 
©wnHoufe,  he  fent  an  order  to  Joab  his  General,  that 
he  fhould  fet  Uriah  in  the  hotteft  Place  of  the  Battle,  and 
retire  from  him,  and  leave  him  to  be  flain,  2  Sam.  xi. 

^47  $>.  What  followed  upon  the  Death  of  Uriah,  which 

Da  vid  had  thus  contrived  ?  ..  .  _tr. 

A.  David  added  Bathjheba  to  the  reft  of  his  Wives, 

and  fhe  bare  him  a  Son,  2  Sam.  xi.  27. 

48  How  was  David  convinced  of  his  Sin  ? 

A.  By  an  ingenious  Parable  of  Nathan  the  Prophec, 
concerning  a  rich  Man  who  robbed  his  Neighbour  of  an 
Ewe  Lamb,  though  he  had  large  Flocks  of  his  own,  2 

Sam .  xii.  1 — 8.  . 

49  j£.  How  did  God  teftify  his  Difpleafure  againft 

David  for  his  Sin  ? 

A.  He  ftruck  the  Child  that  was  born  with  Sicknefs 
and  Death,  and  threatened  David  that  the  Swcrd  fhould 
never  depart  from  his  Houfe,  and  that  his  own  Wives 
fhould  be  publicly  abufed,  2  Sam .  xii.  9 — 14. 

Note,  David  teftified  his  deep  Repentance  for  this  Sin  in 
the  fifty-firft  Pfalm,  and  perhaps  alio  in  fomc  others ; 
yet  God  faw  it  proper  to  punifh  him  feverely,  becaufe 
he  had  given  the  Enemies  of  Go  d  occafon  to  bl afpheme y 
2  Sam.  xii,  14. 

50  ^  What  were  fome  of  the  chief  Troubles  that 
actually  came  on  David' s  Family  on  this  Account  ? 

A.  The  Troubles  that  hs  met  with  from  three  of  his 
Sons,  namely,  Amnon ,  Abfalom ,  and  Adonijah. 

51  What  was  the  Trouble  he  met  with  from  Am- 
nmi  ? 

A.  Amnon  defiled  his  Sifler  Tamar  by  force,  upon 
which  Abfalom  flew  him,  and  then  fled  out  of  the  Land 
for  Fear  of  Juftice,  2  Sam.  xiii.  14,  28,  37. 

52  Did  Abfalom  never  return  again? 

A.  Yes,  Abfalom  returned  after  two  Years,  when  Da¬ 
vid  was  pacified,  and  by  his  fubtil  Carriage  he  railed  a 
Rebellion  againft  the  King  his  Father,  and  made  himfelf 
King,  2  Sam.  xiv.  and  xv. 
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tiiidcr  Saul  and  I)  a  1 1  d  .  Chapt«  Dt  a 

Abjalom?  ^owe£*  uPon  this  wicked  Practice  of 

A.  David  being  forced  to  flee  from  Jerufalem,  Abfa~ 
^eLtei-eci  Lie  City,  2nd  defiled  his  Father's  Concubines 
publicly,  2  Sam.  xv.  14,  and  xvi.  21. 

bedmn}'  W h°  Wa$  AbSalom's  chief  ^ounfellor  in  this  Re- 

A.  Acbrtophcl,  who,  when  he  /aw  that  his  lad  Counfel 

was  not  followed,  went  home  and  hanged  himfelf,  - 
b>am.  xvn  23. 

55  What  became  of  Abfalom  at  lal!  ? 

A.  Ashe  was  riding  under  an  Ode  in  the  Day  of  Bat¬ 
tle,  he  was  caught  by  the  Hair  of  the  Head,  and  hung 
*  between  Heaven  and  Earth,  where  Joab,  David's  Ge- 
sieral,  found  him,  and  dabbed  him  to  the  Heart,  2  Sam . 

xvm.  p,  14.  and  thus  put  an  End  to  his  Rebellion  and 
ins  Life. 

56  Vhat  was  the  other  remarkable  Crime  of 
JJavid^  beiides  his  Abule  and  Murder  of  Uriah  / 

A.  iiig  Pride  of  his  Heart  in  numbering  all  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Tribes  of  J/rael,  that  he  might  know  how 
great  a  King  he  was,  2  Sam.  xxiv.  2. 

57  Q.  How  was  he  punilhed  for  this  Sin  ? 

A.  God  gave  him  leave  to  choofe  one  of  thefe  three 
Funidiments,  either  feven  Years  Famine,  or  three 
Months  of  War,  or  three  Days  Pedilence,  2  Sam.  xxiv 
*3- 

58  Q.  W  hieh  did  David  choofe  ? 

A.  I  he  >  amine  or  the  Pedilence,  rather  than  War  s 
for  he  chole  rather  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  God  than  of 
Man,  2  Sam.  xxiv.  34. 

59  Qa  Which  of  thefe  two  Judgments  did  God  fend 
fcpon  the  Land  ? 

.  A-  A  Pedilence  that  dedioyed  feventy  thoufand  Men 
in  three  Days  time,  ver.  15. 

60  How  was  this  Pedilence  dopped  ? 

A.  When  David  fa w  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  dand  be¬ 
tween  Heaven  and  Earth,  having  a  drawn  Sword  in  his 
Hand  dretched  out  over  Jcrufalem,  he  and  the  Elders  of 
j/rael  fell  upon  their  Faces  clothed  in  Sackcloth;  and 
David  eonfeifed  his  Crime,  and  prayed  that  the  Anger 

of 
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of  God  might  fail  on  himfelf,  rather  than  on  the  People, 

61  Q.  How  did  God  mamfeft  his  Acceptance  of  him. 
A  He  bid  the  Prophet  Gad  order  David  to  builu  an 

Altar,  and  offer  Sacrifices  on  that  very  Spot  of  Ground 
cn  the  Threfnit g-Floor  of  Oman;  and  when  David 
prayed.  Fire  came  from  Heaven  and  confumed  the  Sacri¬ 
fices,  l  Chron .  xxi.  21 — 26.  ^  .  , 

62  What  was  the  Trouble  that  David  met  with 

from  his  Son  Adotiijab  ?  '  ,  ir  r 

A.,  When  David  was  old,  Adonijah  fet  himfelf  up  for 

Kin  g,  1  Kings  i.  I,  5* 

63  How  came  Adonijah  to  be  fo  infolent  ?  .  ^ 

A,  His  Father  humoured  him  too  much  all  his  Life, 

and  never  difpleafed  him,  ver.  6. 

64  What  did  David  do  under  this  Trouble  ? 

A,  He  proclaimed  Solomon,  the  Sen  of  Bathjhcba, 
King,  in  his  own  Life-time;  and  Zadok  the  Pried,  and 
Nathan  the  Prophet,  anointed  him  King  of  Ifrael,  ver. 

34,  38,  39.  , 

65  Why  was  Solomon  preferred,  wnen  he  was  a 

younp-er  Brother  ? 

A.  Becaufe  God  chofe  him  to  the  Kingdom,  and  gave 
David  fome  Notice  of  it,  1  Chron .  xxii.  8 — 10.  and 


xxviii.  5 — 7. 

66  What  became  of  Adonijah  ? 

A.  He  fubmitted  to  Solomon,  who  fpared  him  for  that 
Time,  though  for  a  new  Fault  he  put  him  to  Death  after¬ 
wards,  ver.  50,  53.  and  2,  24. 

67  Sjo  How  long  did  David  reign  in  all  ? 

A.  Forty  Years,  and  then  he  died  in  his  Bed  inPeace, 
1  Kings  ii.  10,  1 1. 

68  4*.  What  were  David's  remarkable  Charaflers, 
befides  that  of  aMufician,  a  Warrior,  and  a  King? 

A.  He  was  a  great  Poet  and  a  Prophet,  2  Sam,  xxiii. 


1,  2. 

69  4>.  Wherein  did  his  Skill  in  Poefy  appear  ? 

A.  Not  only  in  his  admirable  Elegy  on  Saul  and  Jo¬ 
nathan,  but  on  feveral  Occafions  ;  he  w'rote  the  moll 
Part  of  the  Book  of  P fains,  which  are  the  fined  Pieces 
of  ancient  Poefy,  and  he  was  cgjlcd,  Jhefweet  Pfalrjiift 
if  Ifrael ,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  1. 
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Prophecy  ^herem  doth  “  aPPear  that  hc  tad  the  Gift  of 

A.  Becaufe  thefe  Pfalms  were  written  by  divine  fnfni 

dl  ?in’  /°r  fome  of  them  there  are  many  Things  evi- 
tfl  “  — -S  Chrift,  Luke  /xiv.  4+gS  eZ 

a  ProphTt  ^hat  fUrther  Evidences  are  there  of  his  being 

theifobfo  Part’cdar  Revelation  made  to  him  by 

W  S?  v  eG°d’  of  the  Pattern  of  the  Temple,  which 
i°l.Z  n  hJ\Son  was  t0  b!lild>  and  of  the  Orders  of  the 

wShip 0r g'T’  av  °fueveral  ThinSs  rdatin?  to  the 

.  S!l  L Sft  ,1“  J;8™  •»  h“  s»«  «»••• 

,,.'72„(^  did  do  towards  the  Building-  of 

thts  Temple  before  his  Death  ?  2 

_nifj  He .®ade,a  ^aft  Preparation  of  Gold  and  Silver 
and  Jewels,  ana  other  Materials,  and  gave  the  Pattern  of 
very  „xng  to  ins  Son  Solomon,  as  he  received  it  of 
God,  Lhron.  xxn.  S,  ,4.  and  xxvui.  „,  ,9>  and 


CHAP,  X. 

Of  the  Reign  of  Solomon  and  Rehoboam  over  all 

Israel,  and  the  Divifon  of  the  Nation  into  two 
J^ingdwms.  .  .  * 


& 


H  A  T  was  the  general  Character  of  Sole- 


A-  That  he  was  the  wifeft  of  Men,  1  Kings  iii.  12. 
and  iv.  3 1 .  * 

2  Wherein  did  his  Wifdom  towards  God  appear  ? 
A.  In  that  he  afked  not  long  Life,  nor  Riches,  nor 
Honours,  but  Underhanding  and  Knowledge  to  govern 
io  great  a  People,  i  Kings  iii.  j,  Sec. 

jQc  What  was  the  firft  Inflance  of  his  Wifdom  in 
the  Government  ? 

A.  His  deciding  the  Quarrel  between  two  Women 

who 
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who  contended  about  a  Child,  and  in  giving  the  Child 

to  the  true  Mother,  1  Kings  ill.  lb— 2»- 
.  o  How  did  he  find  out  the  true  Mother  ? 

\ '  He  commanded  the  Child  to  be  divided  m  two, 
that  each  Woman  might  have  half :  1  hen  the  Tender¬ 

er  and  Love  of  the  true  Mother  appeared,  in  yielding 
”p  her  Pretentions  to  it,  rather  than  fee  it  divided,  . 

A7q  '  What  fpecial  Care  did  Solomon  take  for  the 

Worlhip^  ^at  q’gjnpie  for  which  David  had  made 

fn  lar<re  a  Preparation.  It  was  a  mod  glorious  Palace, 
bu  t  of  Ceda?r  and  Fir,  and  Olive  Wood  and  hewn 
Stone,  with  mod  amazing  Expence  of  Gold  and  Silver 
and  Brafs,  and  precious  Stones,  both  for  the  adorning  of 
the  Houfe  itfelf,  and  for  the  holy  Veffels  thereof,  i 
iLr  vi 1  and  vii.  Ke  built  alfo  two  didinft  Courts  a- 
buu?  it,  one  for  the  People  of  If  rad,  and  one  tor  the 
Frieds,  all  which  were  called  l he  Lemple,  z  Kings  xxm. 
12.  and  2  Chron.  iv.  9. 

Note  In  this  Temple  ot  Solomon  there  docs  not  feem  to 
be  any  Court  of  the  Gentiles,  but  only  the  Court  of  the 
Priefls  in  which  the  Houfe  of  God  or  Sandtuary 
dood  and  the  Court  of  the  People,  to  which  all  Ifrad 
refortei  ;  nor  cats  I  find  the  Gentiles  forbidden  by  any 
exprels  Word  of  God.  See  2  Chron.  vi,  32.  One  was 
the  outer  Court,  and  the  other  the  inner  Court,  2 
Chrsn.  iv.  9.  and  1  Kings  vi.  36.  Nor  were  the 
People  excluded  from  the  inner  Court.  See  2  Lhron. 
xxXiii.  10.  In  the  fecond  Temple,  which  was  built 
by  Zerubbabel,  after  the  Captivity,  we  do  not  read  of 
any  Court  of  the  Gentiles  at  the  building  of  it.  But  in 
following  Years,  when  there  were  more  frequent 
Communications  and  1  ranfiidlions  with  Gentiles,  the.e 
was  a  Partition  made,  called  Chel,  to  divide  them 
from  the  lews,  and  the  other  Part  of  the  outer  Court 
was  left  for  the  Gentiles.  In  the  Temple  which  He- 
rod  built,  and  which  was  in  our  Saviour’s  Time,  there, 
was  a  Court  made  on  Purpofe  for  the  Gentiles,  and 
thofe  Jews  which  were  unclean.  But  this  Divilioii. 

does  not  fafficiently  appear  to  be  of  divine  Appoint- 
'  '  ment. 
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th.0U^h  “  muft  be  confeffed,  the  Partition  Wall 
in  kph .  ii,  14.  leems  to  refer  to  it. 

6  1^  what  Form  did  he  build  it  ? 

A.  Imitation  of  the  T'ci.hempf'Jr*  ^ c  r  ^ 

Court  thereof,  but  with  vaft and " 

in  the  Grandeur,  Richer,  and  Ma  ”n[ficeie  0^r°’rrr 

LTe" hin  ***“  rcc5"d  *<”»  God 

gave  to  lira,  C brtm.  xxu.  5.  and  xxriii.  Ig, 

a  °f/rW  lit  SP0t0i  Ground  did  he  build  it"? 

*  %'  °nMouiJt  Moriah,  not  very  far  from  Mount  Zior 
in  Jcrvfalem  :  It  was  the  Place  where  Abrahan  v’^rzll 
ed  to  offer  his  Sen  Ifaac,  and  where  God  appeared  tt 
David  when  he  flopped  the  Peftilence,  2  Chri„,  Hi  \ 

;n  l3Cn%  xxu-  2;  anci  gave  him  a  miraculous  Token  o? 
eriiifeCePrBCe’  by  -Fire  “0:n  Heaven  con!«>P%  his  Sa‘ 

Afe,  Though  the  Temple  was  built  on  Mount  Moriah 

Pi  thw  -arae  °'  /Aon  15  ftll!  P referved  by  the  following 

be  ll" TS’w\fPhCe  °f-ths  Sanauary  :  Partly 
oe.au k  David  had  written  fo  much  in  h:s  Pfalms 

concerning  Z-.on  where  the  Ark  and  Tabernacle  flood 
Xii  his  Days,  an.  made  the  Name  familiar  to  the  Peo¬ 
ple  ;  anc.  partly  becaufe  Zion  was  literally  the  City  of 
David,  ana,  in  a  typical  Senfe,  the  City  orRefidenc- 
of  Christ.  And  indeed  Zion  and  Moriah  may'  be 
accounted  but  two  diftinA  Heads  of  the  fame  Moon. 
tam;  and  though  there  was  a  Valiey  between  them 
uolomon  joined  them  by  a  bridge,  that  he  might  eafily 
pais  rrom  his  Palace  in  Zion  to  the  Temple.  Jofethus 
rrii*i.es  mention  or  it  more  than  once. 

S.  QU  H  mV  d,!^  Solomm  dc-Jicate  this  Temple  to  God  > 

-  by  af5^blmg  all  the  Men  of  Ijrael,  by  brin-W 
t  nther  the  Ark  and  the  holy  Things  from  Zion,  by  I 
i  nvent  1  rayer  tc  God,  by  Muiic  and  Prsifes,  by  a  Feaft 
or  feven  Days,  and  a  vaft  Number  of  Sacrifices,  1  Kinrs 

viii.  and  2  Chron .  vi,  and  vii.  ^ 

^  what  Manner  did  God  fhew  his  Approbation 

A  Fie  filled  the  Houfe  with  a  Cloud  of  Glorv  to 

represent  his  taking  Pofleffion  of  it ;  ho  fent  Fire  down 
Irom  Heaven  to  confume  the  Sacrifices  3  asd  he  appeared 

in 


CW  X.  Solomon  «h/Reh°b°am. 

in  the  Nipht  to  Solomon,  and  affured  him  he  had  heard 
his  Prayer,  and  chofen  that  Place  for  a  Houfe  of  bacn- 

to  himfelf,  2  Chron.  vii.  I* — 3>  I2* 

Q  Wtorin  did  God  blefs  the  Reign  of  Solomon  » 

A  By  eiving  him  prodigious  Treafures  and  magnifi¬ 
cent  Statef  and  fpreadmg  thl  Fame  of  his  Greatnefs  and 
Wifdom  over  all  Nations,  i  Kings  z. 

1 1  CL  What  Peculiar  Honours  were  dorx  t0  him  °* 

tlUAAThe' Princes  round  about  him  coveted  his  Friend- 
fhip,-  and  gave  him  their  Affiftance  and  many  Prefentt. 
and  the  Queen  of  Sheba  can*  to  vmt  him,  i  Ksngs  ix» 

"C  j  Q  What  Satisfadlion  did  fhe  find  in  this  Vifit  ? 

A.  She  was  aftonifhed  at  the  Sight  of  hts  Grandeur 
and  Vvifdom,  and  conic  fled  that  the  one  ha.f  of  it  was 

a0t,  f  q  ^Wherein^d^cLw*0 di rpleafe  God  afterwards  ? 

A  Procefs  cf  Time  he  forgot  his  great  Obligati¬ 
ons  to  God  ;  he  took  Wives  and  Concubines  in  Multi¬ 
tudes,  and  that  out  of  the  Idolatrous  Nations  ;  and  by 
them  his  Heart  was  fo  far  led  away  after  other  Gods,  that 
he  built  Places  ofWorfhip  for  them  very  near  Jerufalan, 
and  offered  Sacrifices  to  them.  See  i  Kings  xi.  1-9. 

I  x  Q.  How  did  God  punifli  him  for  it 
A*  He  itirred  up  feveral  Enemies  againft  him,  and 
particularly  Jeroboam,  hi*  own  Servant.  Sec  i  Kings' 

jil*  1 4->  „  f  J'/in  k 

j  ^  What  was  Jeroboam*  &  cwnl  retcnce  fo^ 

ing  the  Government  ?  ^  r  r»; 

A.  The  building  of  fome  expenfive  Palace  for  rba* 

rash’s  Daughter,  who  was  his  Queen,  and  the  railing 

heavy  Taxes  for  that  and  other  Buildings,  i  Kings  ix. 

24  xi.  27.  xii.  4-  .  , 

Note,  Jeroboam  doth  not  appear  to  charge  Solomon  with 

p*  omoting  Idolatry,  or  with  breaking  the  Laws  oi  Go 
[n  divine  Worfhip  ;  for  he  himfelf  did  fo  afterwards, 
when  he  was  King  of  Ifrael ;  which  was  a  high  Pro* 
vocation  ill  the  Eyes  of  God,  both  in  Solomon  and  Je- 
roboam. 

16  CL  And  how  far  did  God  encourage  Jeroboam  W 

this  Opoofition  to  Solomon  ? 

’  *  -* 


lift  I  ill  i 


{ i'j  u 
itt  i  #i 

1 1  i- '  1 1 

’in1  II  i 
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the  Government  of  Ifrael,  &c.  Chap.  X. 

the,  P™Phet>  being  fent  of  God,  caught 

Field  / *'oioan. ‘  *.  Garment  when  he  met  him  in  fhe 
FteW  and  rent  n  into  twelve  Pieces,  and  gave  ten  of 
tiieni  to  J ey  nboam,  i  Kings  xi.  20,  &c 

Ql  What  was  the  Meaning  of  this  ? 

A’  Ki,  Pr0?hret  toId  him>  th«  God  bid  given  him  ten 
of  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael,  and  had  left  the  Poferity  of  s  " 

iomon  one  Tribe,  that  is,  Judab  and  Benjamin  which 

were  afterwards  united  into  one  under  the  Name  of  few 

Sw5‘;vdn,  ;  2,°>  2I  -  a"d2  Chron.  xi.  ,2? 

A8  9/  Wr!  ‘I115  bilfilled  in  Solomon’s  Days  > 

A.  No  :  for  it  pleafed  God  to  withhold  thefe  Gala. 
ZTL  e  H°Ule  °f  S° W  tii!  the  Days  of  his  Sot 

3  * 

19  O  Did  Solomon  ever  repent  of  his  Sins  that  nrovok 
ed  the  Anger  of  God  again!!  him  }  P  °K* 

A.  It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  the  Book  of  EWe/f- 

eftes  is  a  Sort0!  ,  roof  that  Solomon  repented,  becaufe  he 
there  defenbes  the  Vanity  of  every  Labour  and  every  En! 
joyment  under  the  Sun,  and  fums  up  all  in  the  Fear  of 

j’  *ni  keeP»g  hit  Commandments,  as  the  whole  Duty 
and  chief  Inter  eft  of  Man,  Eccles.  i,  and  ii.  and  xii.  1% 

J* 

20  ^ow  long  did  Solomon  reign  ? 

A  Forty  Years;  and  though  he\ad  fuch  a  ihameful 
Number  of  Wives  and  Concubines,  yet  he  left  but  one 
on  behind  him,  whofe  Name  was  Rehoboam,  to  fucceed 

11htheKlngd0m  °Ufrael’  1  Ki"gs  xi.  3,  +, 

21  What  was  the  Cha  rafter  of  Rehoboam  ? 

t  a  T  r°^h  ?. olomon  bad  written  fo  many  excellent 
Leiions  of  Morality  and  Piety  for  his  Son  in  the  Kook  of 
/  foverbs,  and  given  him  fo  many  Warnings,  yet  he  fol- 
owed  evil  Courfes  ;  and  Solomon  himfelf  feems  to  inti¬ 
mate  it  in  l  ie  ->ook  of  Eccledaftes,  Chap  ii.  IQ.  Jrho 
knoweth  whether  his  Son  will  be  a  wife  Man  or  a  Fool  ■» 

.  2,2  Qi,wbat  further  Occafion  did  Rehoboam  give  for 
the  Kevok  of  tne  rI  ribes  of  Ifrael  from  him  ? 

A  Upon  the  Death  of  his  Father,  and  h'is  Acceiiion 

to  vhe  1  In  one,  he  defpned  the  Counfel  of  the  old  Men 
and  hearkened  to  the  Advice  of  raftt  young  Men  •  he* 
-threatened  the  Nation  of  Ifrael  to  maU  their  foie  heavier 

ti* 
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than  his  Father  had  done,  that  is,  to  lay  heavier  Taxes 

upon  them,  I  Kings  x ii  8,  &c.  .  .  .. 

23  Qc  What  followed  upon  this  T  hreatenmg  of  King 


Rehoboam  ?  ,  „  •  • 

A.  All  the  Tribes  of  1  frail,  except  Judah  and  benja¬ 
min,  made  Jeroboam  their  King  :  and  thus  the  anon 

was  divided  into  two  Kingdoms,  which  were  afterwar  s 
called  the  Kingdom  of  Judah,  and  the  Kingdom  of  Ijra- 
el,  i  Kings  xii.  15,  20.  2  Chron.  xi.  H»  12. 


C  H  A  P.  XI. 

*■  •  ’  A  *  '  I  ' 

Of  the  Kings  of  Israel. 


1  ^  TTOW  many  Kings  reigned  over  Ifrael  after 
_|~~f  they  were  feparated  from  Judah  ? 

4.  Thefe  nineteen,  and  not  one  of  them  were  good  ; 
Jeroboam  the  firft,  Nadah,  Baajhah,  Elah ,  Zimn ,  Om- 
ri.  Ah  ah,  Ahaziah ,  Jehoram ,  Jehu,  Jehoahaz ,  Joajh  9 
Jeroboam  the  fecond,  Zachariah,  Shallum,  Menahem , 
Pekahiah,  Pekah  and  Hojhea. 

*  2  CL  Who  were  the  moil  remarkable  among  thete 

Kings  of  Ifrael  ? 

A.  Jeroboam  the  firft,  Omri,  Ahab,  Ahaziah,  Jehu , 
Joajh,  Pekah ,  and  Hojhea  . 

3  CL  wiiat  was  cliara&er  ancl  Crime  °C7'- 

roboam  ?  . 

A.  Inftead  of  worftiipping  God  who  dwelt  between 
the  Cherubs  in  the  Temple  at  J  erufalem,  he  made  two 
golden  Images,  which  are  called  C^aHes,  and  fee  them 
up  in  two  diftant  Parts  of  the  Land  of  ifrael,  namely, 
Dan,  and  Bethel,  and  taught  the  People  to  worftiip  be¬ 
fore  them,  1  Kings  xii.  28 — 30. 

4  CL  What  was  the  Worftiip  he  appointed  ?  . 

A.  Something  like  the  Worftiip  which  God  appointed 
at  J erufalem,  with  an  Altar,  and  Priefts,  and  Saciihces, 
and  Incenfe,  <ver.  32. 

5  CL  Wherein  did  it  differ  from  the  Worftiip  at  Je- 


rafale m  ? 


^  A.  Befidea 


100  0/  tie  Kings  of  lfrael. 


Chap.  J® 


wlit-V  r f‘1e  "e-f0r jkl,ng of the TemP,e  andthe  Place 

wbch  God  appointed,  he  alfo  made  Prieits  of  the  lowed 
F  )'C  PeoP1.^.  lnftead_of  the  Sons  of  Levi,  and  ordained 

JSd  Tlm,e  from  that  which  6od  had  ap- 

Sni  „f  r  A  Up  Images  0f  Calves  »  reprefent  the 

,  ,  l  l  ’  r*  23'  32’  and  2  Chron-  «•  6.  and 
xn.  13.  and  xin.  8,  9. 

^er;  Vrn0t,t0  be/uPPofcd  that  forfook 

theG^od  of  lfrael,  and  taught  the  People  to  worlhip 

fre  ires’  ^at  he  devifed  ofhis  own  Heart 

other  Times  and  Places,  and  other  Forms  and  Cir- 
cumftances  of  W  orlhip  to  be  paid  to  the  God  o flfraeh 
and  that  by  Images  or  Idols,  which  were  probably  the 
igures  of  the  Cherubs  on  the  Mercy-feat,  where  God 
<iwelt;  but  the  Scripture  in  conteiftpt,  calls  them 

ta,vf-  Oiap.  V‘  <511-  37-  and  Chap.  VII.  Qu. 
3.  And  the  Worlhip  is  called  Idolatry  and  the  Worfcitr 
cf  other  Gods.,  The  Prophet  Hofea,  who  lived  in  the 
Hays  of  j troboam  the  Second,  the  Son  o f  JoaJh,  per¬ 
petually  rebukes  this  Sin  of  Idolatry,  and  inveighf  a- 
gamrt  thefe  Idols,  the  Calves,  Hof.  i.  ,,  and  chap, 
viii.  j,  5.  and  chap  x.  5.  and  xiii.  2. 

6  Qr.  Por  what  End  did  Jeroboam  do  this  ? 

A.  He  feared  ,  if  the  People  went  up  frequently  to  fa- 
enhee  at  Jerufalcm,  they  would  be  tempted  to  return  a- 
gain  to  Rehobeam  King  of  Judah,  ver.  26,  27  28 
7^  What  vifible  Token  of  Difpleafure  did  Gcd 
roamfeft  againft  this  Worlhip  which  Jeroboam  fet  up  t 
A.  He  fent  a  Prophet  to  the  Altar  at  Bethel,  who 
foretold  that  a  Son  of  the  Houfe  of  David,  Jofiah  by 

iName,  lhould  burn  the  Bones  of  Jeroboam's  Prieits  upon 
the  Altar,  i  Kings  xiii.  1,2.  r 

,  A  W,  jaL  dl ,  the  Plopkct  give,  that  this  Pro¬ 
phecy  lhould  be  fulfilled  ? 

A.  The  Prophet  foretold  that  the  Altar  lhould  be  rent 
™cr>  ,2nd  the  Alhes  poured  out,  both  which  were 
fulfilled  immediately  :  And  Jeroboam's  Hand  withered 
when  he  llretched  it  out  to  lay  hold  of  the  Prophet,  ver. 

3’  4-  though  at  the  Praj  er  of  the  Prophet,  God  - 
rdtored  it  again. 

9  Qi.  What  other  Token  did  God  give  of  his  Andes' 

agai ^Jeroboam  ?  * 
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A.  God  threatened  Jeroboam  and  his  Family  with  ut¬ 
ter  Deftrudion,  fo  that  none  of  them  fhould  find  a  Grave, 
befides  Abijah  his  youngeft  Son,  becaufe  there  were 
found  in  him  fome  good  Inclinations  toward  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  i  Kings  xiv.  13. 

I  o  Who  was  Omri  ? 

A  The  Captain  of  the  Hofl  of  Ifrael,  who  wns  made 
Eng  b,  the  People  when  Z,.ri  f=,  «p  hl.felf,  .  Ki.g, 

XVI.  10. 

I I  What  is  recorded  concerning  Omri  ? 

A.  (1.)  That  he  befieged  Zimri  his  PredecefTor  fo 
tlofely  in  Tirzah,  the  Royal  City,  that  Zimri  burnt 
himfelf  and  the  Palace  together,  and  died.  (2.)  That 
he  built  Samaria  for  the  Royal  City,  on  a  Hill.  And 
(3,)  That  he  walked  in  all  the  finful  Ways  of  Jeroboam , 
ver.  17 — 28. 

1 2  Who  was  Ahab,  and  what  was  his  Chara£ler  ? 

A.  Ahab  was  the  Son  of  Omri,  who  followed  the 
wicked  Ways  of  his  Predeceffors  ;  he  finned  again!!  God 
and  Man  grievoufly,  and  provoked  God  beyond  all  who 
were  before  him,  ver.  29 — 33*  an^  1  Kings  xxi.  25. 

1 7  Q.  How  did  God  fignify  his  Difpleafure  againft 
Ahab  ? 

A.  He  fent  Elijah  the  Prophet  to  reprove  him,  and 
to  foretel  that  there  fhould  be  neither  Dew  nor  Rain  for 
feveral  Years,  which  accordingly  came  to  pafs,  1  Kings 
xvii.  t. 

14  How  was  Elijah  himfelf  fed  during  this  Fa¬ 
mine  ? 

A.  He  was  appointed  to  hide  himfelf  by  the  Brook 
Cherith ,  and  the  Ravens  brought  him  Bread  and  Flefh 
in  the  Morning  and  the  Evening,  and  he  drank  of  the 
Water  of  the  Brock,  ver.  5,  6. 

1 5  Q.  Whither  did  the  Prophet  go  when  the  Brook 
was  dried  up  ? 

A.  God  fent  him  to  a  Woman  of  Sarepta,  near  Sidon, 
to  be  maintained  by  her,  when  fhe  had  only  a  Handful 
of  Meal  in  a  Barrel,  and  a  little  Oil  in  a  Crufe,  1  Kings 
xvii.  9,  &c. 

i  6  How  could  this  maintain  the  Woman,  her  Son, 
stnd  the  Prophet  ? 

Gi 
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A.  God  wonderfully  increafed  the  OH  and  the  Meal, 
fo  that  the  Barrel  of  Meal  walled  not,  neither  did  the 
Crufe  of  Oil  fail,  till  God  fent  Rain  upon  the  Land, 

ver.  14,  &c. 

*7  Qc.  What  further  Miracles  did  Elijah  work  in  this 
Woman's  Family,  to  prove  that  he  was  fent  from  God ? 

A  When  her  Son  died,  the  Prophet  raifed  him  to 
Life  again,  ver.  21 — 24. 

18  Q.  What  fpecial  Deliverance  did  God  give  Ifrad 
in  the  Time  of  Ahab  ? 

A.  Though  Ahab  was  fo  great  a  Sinner,  yet  God 
made  Ifrasl  victorious  over  the  Syrians  who  invaded 
them,  becaufe  Benhadad  the  King  of  Syria  boalted,  and 
blafphemed  God,  1  Kings  xx.  10,  28. 

J9  Qc  What  were  fome  of  the  fpecial  Sins  of  Ahab  a  - 
gain  11  God  ? 

A,  Befides  the  Idolatry  of  the  Calves,  he  alfo  fet  uo 
the  Idol  Baal,  he  caufed  Ifrael  to  woifhip  it,  and  by  the 
Influence  of  his  Wife  Jezebel,  flew  a  great  Number  of 
the  Prophets  of  the  Lord,  1  Kings  xviii.  4. 

20  Were  any  of  the  Prophets  of  the  Lord  faved  ? 

A.  Qbadiah ,  the  Governor  of  Ahab’ s  Houfe,  hid  a 

hundred  of  them  in  two  Caves,  and  fed  them  with  Bread 
and  Water,  while  Elijah  fled  wherefoever  he  could  find  a 
Hiding-place,  ver.  5,6,  10. 

2 1  Q.  Flow  did  Elijah  bring  about  the  DeflruCiion  of 
Baal's  Prophets  ? 

A.  He  boldly  met  Ahab,  and  bid  him  fummon  all  If 
rael  together,  and  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  Prophets  of 
Baal,  that  a  Sacrifice  might  be  offered  to  Baal  and  to  Je¬ 
hovah,  to  make  an  Experiment  which  was  the  true  God.- 

22  (f  How  did  he  convince  the  People  that  Jehovah 
was  the  true  God  ? 

A.  Fire  came  from  Heaven  and  confirmed  Elijah’s 
Sacrifice,  after  he  had  poured  great  Quantities  of  Water 
upon  it ;  which  the  Prophets  of  Baal  attempted  in  vain 
to  procure  on  their  Altar,  though  they  cut  themfelves 
with  Knives,  and  cried  aloud  to  their  God,  1  Kings  xviii,. 
57—38. 

2 3  Q4  What  Influence  had  this  upon  the  People  ? 

£±1  They  fell  upon  their  Face*,  ar^d  acknowledged 

.  ;  Jehovah 


. 
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Jehovah  to  be  the  true  God;  and  then,  at  the  Command 
of  Elijah,  the  People  flew  all  the.  Prophets  of  Baal, 

24  Q_.  How  did  God  further  manifeft  his  Approbation 
of  this  Conduft  of  Elijah. 

A.  He  immediately  fent  P.ain,  and  put  an  End  to  the 

Famine,  ver.  41,  45.  . 

25  Qc  What  was  one  of  the  mod  remarkable  Sins  or 

Ahab  againd  Man? 

A.  He  coveted  the  Vineyard  of  Naboth ,  and  by  the 
Help  of  falfe  Witnefles  doned  Naboth  to  death  for  Blaf- 
phemy,  and  took  Poffeflion  of  his  Land,  1  Kings  xxi.  5, 

1 4. 

26  Q.  What  was  the  manner  of  AhaPi  Death  at  lad, 
after  fo  wicked  a  Life  ? 

A.  In  Oppofuion  to  the  Prophecy  of  Micaiah  he  went 
to  fight  with  the  King  of  Syria ,  and  received  a  mortal 
'Wound,  1  Kings  xxii.  34. 

27  Wherein  did  the  Judgment  of  God  againd  Ah  ah 
appear  in  his  Death  ? 

A.  The  Dogs  licked  up  his  Blood  on  that  Spot  of 
Ground  where  Naboth' s  Blood  was  (bed,  according  to  the 
Prophecy  of  Elijah,  1  Kings  xxi.  19.  and  xxii.  38. 

-  28  What  fort  of  a  Man  was  Ahaziah  ? 

A.  Ahaziah,  the  Son  of  Ahab,  who  fucceeded  him  in. 
his  Kingdom,  followed  his  wicked  Ways,  1  Kings  xxii. 

51. 

29  Q.  What  particular  Crimes  cf  Ahaziah  are  re¬ 
corded  ? 

A.  When  he  was  fick,  he  fent  to  enquire  of  Baalze - 
bub,  the  God  of  Ekron,  about  his  Recovery ;  and  be- 
,  caufe  Elijah  reproved  him  for  it,  he  fent  three  Captains 
each  with  fifty  Men,  to  make  Elijah  their  Prifoner,  z 
Kings  i.  1,  9. 

30  What  did  Elijah  do  on  this  Occafion  ? 

A.  He  brought  down  Fire  from  Heaven,  which  con- 
fumed  the  two  fird  of  them  with  their  droops,  but  he 
fpared  the  third  upon  his  Entreaty,  and  then  went  down 
with  him  to  King  Ahoziah,  and  told  him  that  he  lhoul« 
furely  die,  ver.  9—16. 

31  kb  How  did  Elijah  leave  the  World  ? 

G  3 
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A  He  was  taken  up  to  Heaven  in  a  Whirl- wind,  by 

a  Chariot  and  Horfes  of  Fire,  and  left  his  Mantle  behind 
iiim,  2  kinp  ii, 

A2  %Yh°  frcceeded  EliJah  in  the  Office  of  Prophet  i 
■  '  ,fi>a>  who  was  with  him  when  he  was  taken  up 

t°,He.aveni  a"d  had  a  double  Portion  of  the  Spirit  of 
Elijah  given  him,  ver.  9,  10.  r  ' 

3  3  Qa.  What  were  fome  of  the  chief  Miracles  and  Pro¬ 
phecies  of  Elijha  ? 

,,A-.  (*•}  He  fm°te  the  Waters  of  Jordan  with  Elijah's 
Mantle,  faying,  Where  is  the  Lord  God  of  Elijah  ?  And 
the  Water;  divided  for  him  to  pafs  over.’  (2.)  Hecured 
the  unwholefcme  Water  near  Jericho,  by  cafiing  Salt  in- 
“•  (3-)  He  curfed  fome  Children  that  mocked  and 

w>r°jC  j  ^!m’  and  there  came  two  She  bears  out  of  the 
Wood  and  tore  to  pieces  forty  two  of  them,  (a.)  rc 

brought  Water  in  a  Time  of  Drought  to  fupply  three 
Armies,  namely  thofe  of  Edom,  Judah  and  Jfrael. 
<50  He  increafed  the  Widow’s  Pot  of  Oil,  that  it  was 
luthcient  to  pay  her  Debts  and  maintain  her.  (6.)  He 
pt°™led  a  S°n  to  the  Shunamite  Woman  who  entertain¬ 
ed  him,  who  was  before  barren,  and  raifed  this  Son  to 
Fife  again  when  he  died.  (7.)  He  healed  Naaman  the 
^-ofhis  Leprofy,  by  bidding  him  wafn  in  Jordan. 
(d.J  He  pronounced  the  Plague  of  Leprofy  on  Gehazi. 
his  own  Servant,  for  his  Covetoufr.efs  and  Lying.  fnA 
He  made  the  Iron  Head  of  an  Ax  float  on  the  Water  that 
it  might  be  reflored  to  its  Owner.  (10.)  He  difeovered 
tne  Jung  of  Syria’s  private  Ccunfels  to  the  King  ollfracl 
and  fmote  his  Army  with  Blindnefs.  (u.)  He  foretold 
valt  1  lenty  on  the  Morrow,  in  the  Midi!  of  a  Siege  and 
i' amine  in  Samaria.  (12.)  He  foretold  the  Death  of 
Benhadad  the  King  of  Syria,  and  that  IJazael  fhould  fuc- 
ceed  him,  and  treat  Ifrael  with  Cruelty.  See  the  fecond 
Book  0/ kings,  from  the  fecond  to  the  eighth  Chapter. 

34  Who  was  Jehu,  and  how  came  he  to  the  King¬ 
dom  f  0 

A.  Jehu  was  a  Captain,  who  was  anointed  King  by 
the  I’rcphetwhom  Elijha  fent  for  that  Purpofe,  according 
to  the  Appointment  of  God  and  Elijah ,  1  Kings  xix 
1 6.  and  2  Kings  ix.  1,  2.  CV, 

35  Q.  What 
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<f  What  was  the  great  Work  for  which  God  raifed 

up  'Jehu  to  the  Kingdom  ?  ,  ,  .  , 

A.  To  deftroy  theWorfhip  of  Baal,  and  to  bring  the 

threatened  Judgments  of  God  on  the  Houfe  of  Akab  for 

their  Wickednefs,  ver.  7.  .  , ,  ,  ,Tr  , 

36  Sf  How  did  Jehu  execute  this  bloody  Work,  upon 

the  Houfe  of  Abab  ?  . 

A.  Thefe  three  Ways ;  (1.)  He  (hot  Jehoram,  the 

Son  of  Ahal,  wlio  was  then  King,  with  an  Arrow,  and 
caft  him  upon  the  Land  of  Naboth ,  whom  Ahab  flew. 

/  2.)  He  commanded  “Jezebel,  the  wicked  and  idolatrous 
Oueen-Mother,  to  be  thrown  out  of  the  Window,  and 
the  Dogs  eat  her  up.  (3  )  He  ordered  the  feventy  re¬ 
maining  Sons  of  Ahab  to  be  (lain  in  Samaria, .  and  their 
Heads  to  be  brought  Ivm  in  Bafkets,  2  Kings  ix,  and  x. 

37  How  did  he  deilroy  the  Worfhip  of  Baal  ? 

A.  He  gathered  the  Prophets  of  Baaly  and  his  1  rieOs 
and  his  Worfhippers,  together  into  his  lemple,  under 
Pretence  of  a  great  Sacrifice  to  Baal ;  and  tnen  command¬ 
ed  them  all  to  be  flam  with  the  Sword,  and  the  Image  to 
be  burnt,  and  the  Temple  to  be  deilroy  ed,  ver.  iS-  28, 

38  Did  Jehu  continue  to  obey  God  in  all  T  kings  ? 
A.  No ;  for  though  he  executed  the  Vengeance  of 

God  againft  Ahaby  and  the  Worfhippers  of  baal ,  yet 
he  maintained  the  Idolatry  of  Jeroboam ,  namely,  the 
Calves  of  Dan  and  Bethel ,  ver.  29,  3°* 

39  Q^_  Who  was  JoaJh  ? 

A.  He  was  the  Son  of  J ehoahaz  the  Son  of  Jehu,  «tnd 
he  reigned  over  Ifrael,  2  Kings  xiii.  10. 

40  What  is  remarkable  in  his  conduct  ? 

A.  When  Elijha  was  upon  his  Death-bed,  he  came 
down  to  fee  him,  and  wept  over  him,  yet  he  departed 
not  from  the  Sins  of  Jeroboam ,  ver.  14. 

41  What  did  he  do  for  the  Good  of  Ifrael  ? 

A.  According  to  the  Prophecy  of  dying  Elijha ,  he 
{mote  the  Syrians  thrice,  who  had  opprefled  Ifrael  in  the 
Days  of  his  Father  <ver.  15 — 19.  25. 

42  Q.  Is  there  any  Thing  of  Moment  recorded  con¬ 
cerning  Elijha  after  his  Death  ? 

A.  They  buried  a  Man  the  Year  following  in  the  Se¬ 
pulchre  of  Elijha ,  and  as  foon  as  he  touche!  the  Bones  of 
Elijha ,  he  revived  and  flood  upon  his  Feet,  ver.  2 1 . 
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43  Q-*  What  did  JoaJh  do  againfl  Judah  ? 

_  *  ^  ^en  dmaxiah  King  of  Judah  provoked  him  tor 

o  *  r  iC  ™utec}  ^ie  Army  of  Judah ,  and  took  the  King- 
infcner:  He  brake  down  the  Wall  of  Jerufalem,  and 
p lundered  theHoufe  of  the  Lord,  and  the  King’s  Houfe, 
of  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  YefTels,  2  Kings  xiv.  8—  1/ 

44  Qa  Was  there  any  confiderable  Thing  fell  out  in 
the  Reign  of  Pekah  ? 

A.  This  Pekah  joined  with  the  King  of  Syria  to  invade 
Juaab,  but  he  was  repulfed  :  In  his  Days,  Tiglath- 
Pilefer,  King  of  JJjyna,  took  many  Cities  in  Galilee, 
and  carnSd  many  of  the  People  captive  to  AMria,  2 
Kings  xiv.  29  and  xvi.  5 — 9. 

45  Who  was  Hojhea  and  what  is  recorded  of  him  ? 
A.  He  was  the  laid  King  of  Ifrael ;  he  flew  Pekah „ 

and  made  himfelf  King.  2  Kings  xv.  30. 

46  Q.  How  came  the  Kingdom  to  End  in  him  ? 

Diys  Shalmanefer,  King  of  Afyria ,  took 
the  City  Samaria ,  bound  Hojhea  the  King  'in  Prifon, 
carried  Multitudes  of  Ifrael  captive  into  Afyria ,  and 
ci irri bated  them  into  feveral  diflant  Countries,'  from 
which  they  have  never  returned  to  this  Day,  2  Khars 
xvn.  1—6  23.  ‘  ^ 

47  W  hat  provoked  Shalmanefer  to  do  this  ? 

A.  Plojhea  had  fubmitted  to  him,  and  afterwards  plot¬ 
ted  and  rebelled  againfl  him,  ver.  3,  4. 

4°  ^  hat  provoked  God  to  punifh  Ifrael  thus  ? 

A.  The  People  of  Ifrael ,  with  all  their  Kings,  after 
tneir  Separation  from  the  Houfe  of  David,  had  been 
guilty  of  continual  Idolatry,  in  Oppofition  to  the  many 
Precepts  and.  Warnings  of  God,  by  the  Writings  of 

Hofes,  and  the  Voice  of  all  the  Prophets,  ver.  7 _ 23. 

49  Qa  What  became  of  Samaria ,  and  the  other  Cities 
of  Ifrael,  when  die  People  were  driven  out  of  them  ? 

A.  Several  of  the  Heathen  Nations  were  placed  there, 
and  each  worfhipped  their  own  Gods  and  Idols  ;  where¬ 
fore  the  Lord  fent  Lions  among  (I  them,  and  deftroyed 
many  of  them,  ver.  24 — 31. 

5°  (A_  What  was  done  upon  this  Occafion  to  appeafe 
the  Anger  of  God,  and  five  the  People  from  the  Lions  ? 

A.  i  he  King  of  Afyria  fent  a  Jewilh  Prieit  thither,  to 

teach 
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Of  the  Kings  of  Judah. 

O  W  many  Kings  and  Rulers  reigned  over 

A  1  Judah  ?  •  /  a  r 

A.  Twenty  ;  namely,  Rekohoam ,  Abijah.  /*- 

hobaphat,  Jehoram,  Ahaziah,  Athaltah  the  Queen, 
Joah,  Amaziah,  Uzziah,  Jotbam,  Abaz,  Hczehah 
Manaffih,  Ammon,  Jofiah,  Jehoahaz,  Jehotahm,  Je- 

^  We^H S Rulers  of  Judah  alfo  great  Sinners 

as  well  as  the  Kings  of  Jjrael  ?  ^ 

A,  A  few  of  them  were  very  religious,  fome  ve.y 

wicked,  and  others  of  an  indifferent  or  mixed  Character. 
-  Q.  What  fell  out  in  Rehoboands  Reign,  af.er  the  ten 

Tribes  had  made  Jeroboam  their  King ?  , 

A.  When  Rehoboam  railed  a  great  Army  out  of  j  a  Jab 
and  Benjamin  to  recover  the  ten  Tribes,  God  by  his 
Prophet  forbid  them  to  proceed  i  Kings  mi,  22  25. 

4  Ql  Were  there  no  Wars  then  between  Judau  an w 

Yes,  in  the  following  Times  there  were  bloody 
Wars  between  them. 
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Unde^hef0GovelmLPfe0f,»0l-T"^/'’  bdiaVe  themfelves 
A  rih  r  y,  nment  of  Rehoboam  ? 

UDon'r^  fe  Int0  Idolatry  and  fhameful  Sins,  whne 

sn  “  £  ““  j4  -  *Sw.r4„  T  I”; 

°’£rfJ  Sr  °'“d“  »‘d 

01  *>  =">■  ™ng 

avhfn  ?ad8  A  SLpecch>  and  Pleaded  againft  Ifi-ael 

ed  th 2  f0:rh  M  n  £m  t0  W2r  aSainft  *  !>e  reproS 

r  .  ,foy  their  Departure  from  the  true  WorfliiD  of 
°°d,  and  from  the  Houfe  of  David  •  Snd,.4  i  ot 

4iir  Exa”pie°f  d1- 
Kle“^^TB5B8  A&'  ^  S°n  °f 

A.  That  he  did  what  was  right  in  the  Eves  cf  thf* 

th°erLa„ad  tc/°yed  ‘the  Id0'‘S  Whkh  had  bee”  fet  “P  i» 

tixc  ijana,  2  L  for  on.  xiv.  1-^—5.  r 

A  Qmht  lo!CCJn  ofFavjllr  did  God  ihew  him  ? 

ktEvw 0Pf°ntheheEtHd,-and  trU,!led  in  him’ 
gain  ft  him,  though  they  were  a  thoXad  thoufand^vei  fe 

y,,r“  *5* 

A  ri/hf  J(a  A0ntj”Ur  i 3,1  hJs  Dlys  t0  fear  the  Lord  ? 
paw  the  T,  /  A'"C  llefell.iRt0  Diftruft  of  God,  and  he 
f  ,  •  ®, 1  T?a,ilrF  *nat  remained  m  the  Houfe  of  God 

Sh\d£Km8!1)?uft*  t0  the  King  of  Syria,  to  guard 
-  .®  P  Irim  agamft  Raajha  the  King  of  I  fuel ;  and  he 

imprifoned  the  Prophet  which  reproved  him  for  it,  2 

'.°  9',  W.hat  is  remarkable  in  Afa\  Death  ? 

to  £.£  hrat  inst!,le  ?lfeafe  ofhis  Fcet  (which  is  fupoofed 
'r  thc  Gout)  he  i ought  not  the  Lord,  but  only  to  the 
nylicians  ;  and  he  Jleft  with  Lis  Fathers,  ver.  1 1 _ 1 

the^in  /  J  did  ilis  S°n  ic!lolhaPhat  behave  himfelf  in 


A.  He 
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A  He  walked  in  the  firft  and  belt  Ways  of  his  Father 

‘whSJn M  T^lphat  more  pardcularly  dif- 

"T  HS“«f°L°cdv£  Lrf  PrWt.  *“at 

le 'fsts'j"-  w-  ~r  s~i  Trru,“’  ‘i  f '  ,t’ 

of  fhe  Lord  fell  upon  all  the  Kingdoms  round  abou  Ju¬ 
dah,  fo  that  for  many  Years  they  made  no  War  upon  him, 

2  Chron.  xvii.  10—19.  , 

, .  a  Wheiein  did  he  offend  God  ? 

A.  In  joining  in  Alliance  with  Ahab  the  wicked  king 
oflfrael,  whereby  he  was  in  great  Danger  of  being  flam 

in  a  Battle  againit  the  Syrians,  2  Chron  xvm.  1,  31.  and 

“  Q.  When  Moab  and  Ammon  joined  their  Force* 
again  It  Jeholhaphat,  how  was  he  delivered  from  them. 

A.  He  proclaimed  a  Fait  through  the  Land,  and  in 
the  Mid  ft  of  the  People  he  prayed  earnestly  to  the  Lord, 
and  when  he  went  out  to  Battle,  he  appointed  the  Singers 
before  the  Army,  to  fing  Praifes  to  the  Lord,  2  Chron. 


16  Q.  What  was  the  Effeft  of  this  pious  Pradtice  .  _ 

A.  When  they  began  to  fing  and  to  pray,  his  enemies 

fell  upon  one  another  till  they  were  all  (lain,  ver.  22—29. 

17  Qi  Hid  Jehoram,  the  Son  of  Jehofhaphit,  imitate 

his  Father’s  Government  in  Piety  f 

A.  By  no  means ;  for  he  flew  all  his  own  Brethren, 

he  walked  in  the  Ways  of  Ahab  King  of  lfrael,  and  took 
his  Daughter  Athaliah  to  Wife,  2  Chron.  xxi.  1—7. 

18  Q?  How  did  God  teflify  Ids  Difpleafure  againft  Je- 

a!"  He  finote  Jehoram  with  fuch  an  incurable  diftem- 
per,  that  his  Bowels  fell  out,  and  he  died  of  fore  Difeafes, 

jn  (T  Who  fucceeded  Jehoram  in  the  Ivingdom  . 

J,  Ahaziah  his  youngelt  Son,  for  all  his  eldeft  were 

{lain 
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flai"  O  twframp  h\  the  Arab!an!>  2  Chron.  xxii.  j 
King  of  Judah yaS  **“  Behavl0ur  and  the  Fate  °f  Ahaziah 

habA'lw^°P°Tedrthe  evil  Praaices  ofl the  Houfe  of  A- 
Tehoram  the  xfncr  ir  ,  ’  ?d  when  he  went  out  with 

Ah»i2r«lf;V"J'd  “  "*  ™'~  »f  when 

ftro^d^lSV1^  m°thfr  Peized  the  Kingdom,  and  de- 
j  d  a!!  oeed-  royal  of  the  Houfe  of  Judah  exceot 
Joalh  the  Son  of  Ahaziah,  an  Infant  of  a  Year  old  who 
war  hid  in  the  Temple,  2  Chron.  xxii.  2,  re-,,.  Wh° 
How  did  Atbaliah  reign  ? 

l  Ar\cAs  ft":C°Unfel,ed  her  Son  Ahaziah  before,  fo  {he 
herfelf  pradhfed  the  Idolatry  of  the  Houfe  of  Mat* 
Chron.  xxn.  3,  i7.  and  xxiv.  7.  ’  2 

2 3  How  was  Athaliah  depofed  ? 

the^rtv0'^  ^  High-Pr‘ed  ftirred  UP the  Captains  of 
•  n  ,  y’  th  Levites>  and  the  chief  of  the  Peoole  a 

feTvher:  I!1®  ^ •J°a?  °n  the  Thr0ne  when  he  w«  fe- 
ven  Years  old,  anointed  and  proclaimed  him  Kin?,  then 

Sfd  thcf  guards  to/lay  Athaliath,  and  deftroyed  the 
Iv^orfhip  or  Baal,  2  Chron.  xxiii.  1 _ jr 

m'~nt  ?  W^at  ^  the  Condua  of  Joalh  in  His  Govern- 

t  Aj  dld  that  w5lich  was  right  in  the  Sight  of  the 

:fT°r  1  3  ,the  D-a>  j  °f  Jehoiada  the  Ptieft,  who  was  his 
Jude;  he  repaired  theTempie,  and  the  VeiTels  thereof 
and  reftored  the  Worlhip  of  God,  2  Chron.  xxiv.  ,1,°  . 

25  -C  Prow  did  Joalh  behave  after  Jehoiada’s  Death  ? 

c  tj  ,  wa?  Perfuaded  to  change  the  Worlhip  of  God 
for  Idols  and  molt  ungratefully  flew  Zechariah,  the  Son 
ol  Jehoiada,  became  he  reproved  the  Idolatry  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  2  Chron .  xxiv.  i7 — 22.  Matt,  xxiii.  35. 

26  <£.  In  what  manner  did  God  punifh  him  for  his 
Crime? 

A.  He  fent  an  Army  of  the  Syrians  again!!  him,  who 
pti  aged  the  Country  ;  he  fmote  him  with  fore  Difeafes, 
and  at  iall  iiis  own  Servants  flew  him  gn  his  Bed,  ver.  z*’ 

**•  *7  Q,  How 
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27  9  How  did  Amaziah  the  Son  of  joaih  reign  ? 

A7.  At  firft  he  feemed  to  work  Righteoufnefs  and  heark¬ 
ened  to  the  Voice  of  God  and  his  Prophets  but  aft 
wards  gaining  a  Vidory  over  tne  Edomites,  he  Laint 
to  wo  r  (hip  the  Gods  of  Edom,  z  Cbron.xxv.  I.  i  ■ 

28  Sh  How  came  Amaziah  to  meet  his  Ruin  and  his 

DAth  Beimr  puffed  up  with  his  Succefs  again  ft  Edom, 
he  challenged  the  King  of  Ifrael  to  Battle,  and  was  rout¬ 
ed  fhamefully,  and  was  (lain  at  laft  by  a  Confpiracy  of 

hb4W4  w£  w2as  JhTchTaa^dReign  of  Uzziah 

A  AKiHe\vas  made  King  at  fixteen  Years  old,  in  the 
Room  of  his  Father  Amaziah ;  he  fought  aner  God  .11 
the  Days  of  Zechariah  the  Prophet,  and  G°d  protpered 
his  Arms  againft  all  his  Enemies,  and  made  his  Name 

Note,  This  was  feveral  hundred  Years  before  that  Zecna- 
riah  who  prophefied  after  the  Captivity. 

'  -50  Wherein  did  he  provoke  God  afterwards . 

A  His  Heart  was  lifted  up  by  his  Prolpenty,  and  he 
affirmed  the  Prieft’s  Office,  and  burnt  Incenfe  in  the 
Temple,  though  the  Prietls  oppofed  him,  ver.  16. 

9.  What  was  his  Puniffiment  for  this  Crime  . 

'  A  While  he  had  a  Cenfer  in  his  Hand  to  burn  Incenfe 
the  Leprofy  rofe  up  to  his  Forehead,  and  he  continued  a 

Leper  till  his  Death,  ver.  19. 

32^.  Is  there  any  Thing  very  remarkable  in  the 

Pveign  of  Jotham,  the  Son  of  Uzziah  \ 

A.  He  was  a  good  King,  and  God  blsffed  his  Arms, 

fo  that  he  brought  the  Ammonites  under  1  noute,  2 

Chron.  xxvii.  1 — 6.  .  u  1 

33  How  did  Ahaz  the  Son  cf  jotham,  behave 

himfelf  i  „  ,  T..  r  tt  1 

A.  He  walked  in  the  Ways  of  the  Kings  of  Ifrael, 

made  Irmges  for  Baal,  and  offered  his  Children  m  Sacri¬ 
fice  by  Fire,  after  the  Abominations  of  the  Heathen,  2 

Chron.  xxviii.  1—4.  ,  _  .  n  A 

34  Q.  How  aid  God  fliow  bis  Difpleamre  again!!:  A- 

hn&t  ^  .  rj- 

A.  rli-5 
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i„A  Hjs.  Land  invaded  by  the  King  of  Syria  and 

flain  G"nt}ln^  °  r<ae-  ’  ^u'titudes  of  his  people  were 
I  am,  and  many  Captives  were  carried  to  Damafcus  and 

to  Samaria,  though  the  Ifraelites  reftored  their  C~otiv« 

again  at  the  Word  of  the  Prophet  Oded,  ver  r _ t  r  * 

A  Th  7hhar f“rr'ter  inic!uitie3  of  Ah’az  are  recorded  ? 

theLo If  3flde  tht Brazen  Altar  which  was  before 

f  L°rd’  and  fe  t  “p  another  in  the  Court  of  the  Temple 

cus  andSal°lief  n“er"  Altar  he  had  ^en  at  Damaf- 

Nations^  I  f  1?  W1  th«.;Idolatry  of  the  Heathen 
Aations,  *  Kings  xvi.  10.  2  Chron.  xxviii. 

Crimes  ?  "  hat  WaS  °nC  particuIar  Aggravation  of  his 

A.  That  even  in  the  Time  of  his  Diftrefs,  he  finned 
the  more agamft  God;  and  becaufe  God  did  not  help  him 

tt  vrSCd  c°>1pdrS  cf  Damaid«  i  he  cut  in  Pieces 
the  Veffels  of  the  Houle  of  God,  Ihut  up  the  Doors  of 

all  f]  efpleJ  anc^et  upldok  in  Jerufalem,  and  through 
ail  the  Land,  2  Chron .  xxviii.  22 — 25.  ^ 

t  J7  ^  ?td  ?Tkifh’  t}le  Son  of  Ahaz,  continue  in 
the  bins  of  his  Father  ? 

•  f ',ri°’,bu£  bc  ,made  3  great  Reformation,  not  only 
in  Judah,  but  alfo  in  Ephraim  and  ManalFeh  ;  he  brake 
the  images,  cut  down  their  Groves,  deftroyed  their  Al¬ 
tars,  repaired  their  Temples,  and  reftored ‘the  Worlhip 
of  tne  true  God  there,  2  Chron.  xxix.  and  xxxi. 

3*8/?SiWllatpecuIiar  Inftance  did  he  give  of  his  Zeal 
againft  all  manner  of  Idolatry  ? 

A.  He  brake  in  Pieces  the  brazen  Serpent  that  Mofes 
had  made  in  the  Wildernefs,  becaufe  the  People  burnt 
incenfe  to  it.  2  Kings  xviii.  4. 

39  In  what  manner  did  he  keep  the  Pafs-cver  ? 

He  fent  to  all  lfrael,  as  well  as  to  Judah,  to  invite 
tiicm  to  keep  the  I  alT-over  at  Jerulalem,  according  to  the 
Appointment  of  God,  2  Chron.  xxx. 

Though  Hezekiah,  King  of  Judah,  began  this  Reform- 
ation  in  the  firfl  Year  of  his  Reign,  yet  it  might  not  be 
carried  to  this  Height  till  the  fixth  or  feventh  Year  ;  at 
which  Time  there  was  no  King  in  lfrael ;  Holhea,  ’the 
lall  King  being  taken  and  imprifoned  by  the  King  of 
Aflyria,  and  a  great  Part  of  the  People  being  carried 

into 


Chap.  XII.  Of  the  Kincs  of  Judah.  txf 

into  Captivity  in  the  fixth  Year  of  Hezekiah’s  Reign* 
See  2  do,. Lix.  3.  and  2  King*  xviii.  9-= . 

40  Q.  Did  the  other  Tribes  of  lirael  come  at  hw  invi- 

A.  Some  mocked  the  Meflage,  but  many  out  of  feve- 
ral  Tribes  came  to  the  Pafs-over,  fo  that  there  was  not 
the  like  fince  the  Time  of  Solomon,  ver.  18—26. 

41  Were  all  thefe  People  fufficienuy  punned  to 

keep  the  Pafs-over  ? 

j  No,  but  at  the  Prayer  of  Hezekiah,  the  Lor  i  par-- 
doned  and  accepted  them,  though  feveral  Things  in  this 
Pafs-over  were  net  exactly  conformable  to  tne  -holy 

tution,  ver,  18 — io.  , 

42  Wherein  did  God  fhew  his  Acceptance  of  He¬ 
zekiah’s  Zeal  and  Piety  *  *  #  A  .  r 

A  God  pro fpered  him  m  his  Wars  againft  his  Lne- 

mies*  and  enabled  him  to  call  off  the  Yoke  of  the  King 
of  Affyria,  while  he  trufted  in  him,  2  Kings  xvn.  7,  8. 

at.  <?.  What  v/eaknef3  was  Hezekiah  guilty  of  after¬ 
ward,  when  Sennacherib  King  of  Aflyria  invaded  Judah  ? 
A.  He  bribed  him  to  depart,  with  Gold  and  Silver 

taken  from  the  Hou^e  ox  God,  ver.  13  16. 

44  What  Succefs  had  this  Conduft  of  Hezekiah  ? 
A.  Very  ill  Succefs;  for  fome  few  Years  after,  Sen¬ 
nacherib  fent  an  Army  to  take  Jerufalem,  2  i\ings  xviii. 
9. — 13,  17* 

45  £T  What  did  Hezekiah  do  in  this  Diftrefs  ? 

A.  When  Sennacherib  fent  Rabfhakeh  with  Blafphe- 
jnies  againft  God,  and  Threatnings  againft  the  People, 
Hezekiah  humbled  himfelf  greatly,  and  fpread  the  rail¬ 
ing  Letter  before  the  Lord  in  the  Temple,  and  prayed 
earneftly  to  God  for  Deliverance,  1  Kings  xviii*  and  xix. 

46  What  was  the  Succefs  of  Hezekiah’s  Prayer  ? 

A.  I  fa  i  ah  the  Prophet  allured  him  of  Deliverance;  and 

the  Anp-el  of  the  Lord  flew  in  the  Camp  of  the  Aflyrians, 
one  hundred  ard  fourfcGre  and  five  thoufand  Men  af 

once,  2  Kings  xix.  20 — 35. 

47  What  further  Favour  did  Hezekiah  receive 

from  God  ? 

A.  When  he  was  flek  near  to  Death,  God  heard  hi£ 
Prayer,  and  allured  him  he  Tfoould  live  fifteen.  Yean  long* 


er,  2  King*  xx,  1—6. 
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4^  Q  What  Sign  did  God  give  him  to  confirm  his 
Faith  in  this  Promife  ? 

A.  The  Shadow  returned  backward  ten  Degrees  upon1 
the  Dial  of  Ahaz,  ver  8  —  ii. 

49  Wherein  did  Hezekiah  miibehave  himfelf  after 
lie  had  received  all  this  Mercy  ? 

A.  In  the  Vanity  and  Pride  of  his  Heart,  he  fhewed 
the  Meffengers  of  the  King  of  Babylon  all  his  Treafures, 
ver.  12,  13.  and  2  Chron .  xxiv.  31. 

t5°  How  was  Hezekiah’s  Pride  punifhed  ? 

A.  God  told  him  by  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  that  all  thefe 
Tr^afures  fhould  be  carried  into  Babylon  1  But  becauf# 
Hezekiah  humbled  himfelf,  Gol  deterred  the  Execution 
of  it  till  after  his  Death,  2  Chron .  xxxii.  25,  26, 

5 1  Q,  V/hat  was  the  Character  and  the  Government 
of  his  Son  Manaffeh  ? 

A.  He  forfook  the  good  Ways  of  his  Father  Hezekiah ; 
he  bi ought  in  Idolatry  of  many  Kinds;  he  worshipped 
the.  oun.  Moon,  and  Stars ;  he  made  his  Son  pafs  through 
the  Fire  ;  he  ufed  Inchantments,  and  fhed  much  innocent 
Blood,  2  Kings  xxi.  2- — 16.  2  Chron «  xxxiii. 

5  2  Qa.  How  were  his  Tranfgreffions  punifhed  ? 

A.  1  he  Captains  of  the  Hoff  of  Affyria  came  no  a- 
gainft  .  Manaffeh,  took  him  among  the  Thorns,  bound 
him  with  Fetters,  and  carried  him  to  Babylon,  2  Chron » 
xxxiii.  1 1. 

53  Ho w  did  Manaffeh  behave  in  his  Affliction  ? 

A.  He  humbled  himfelf  greatly  before  God  in  Prayer, 

whereupon  God  refored  him  to  his  Kingdom,  where  he 
wrought  a  great  Reformation,  ver.  12 — 16. 

54  Qc.  What  is  written  concerning  Amon  the  Son  of 
Manaffeh  ? 

A.  Amon  reftored  the  Idolatry  which  Manaffeh  had 
oncefetup,  but  he  never  repented  or  returned  to  God, 
as  his  Father  had  done,  and  he  was  flain  by  his  own  Ser¬ 
vants,  2  Chron.  xxxiii,  2c — 25. 

5  5  so  What  is  worthy  of  Notice  in  the  Reign  of  Jofhk 
the  Son  of  Amon  ? 

A.  At  eight  Year?  old  he  began  his  Reign,  at  fixteen 
he  fought  after  God,  and  at  twenty  he  defrayed  the  Altar 
and  Idol;  which  his  Father  Amon,  the  Son  of  Manaffeh, 
fet  up,  2  Kings  xxiii,  3— 14,  2  Chron  x  xxxiv.  1 — 7, 
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c6  9,  How  did  he  carry  on  this  Work  of  Reformation? 
A  He  repaired  the  Temple,  and  reftored  the  Worftiip 
of  God,  and  finding  a  Book  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord,  by 
Mofes,  he  rent  his  Clothes,  and  mourned  to  thiuK  now- 
little  this  Law  had  been  obferved,  verfe  18,  19. 

r7  6).  What  further  Ufe  did  he  make  of  this  Book  f 
A,  *He  read  the  words  of  it  in  the  Ears  of  all  the  Elders 
ofTudah,  and  the  People,  the  Priefts,  and  the  Prophets, 
snd  made  a  Covenant  with  the  People  of  Judah,  to  per¬ 
form  what  was  written  in  this  Book,  2  Kings  xxm.  2,  3. 
cS  0  Did  he  make  alfo  any  Reformation  in  Ifrael? 

A,  The  Kingdom  of  Ilrael  being  now  deftroyed  by  the 
King  of  Affyria,  Jofiah  fpread  his  influence  over  tliofe 
who  remained  in  the  Land,  and  many  of  .Uriel,  as  well 
of  Judah,  came  to  keep  the  Pafs- over,  2  CW  xxxv. 


(X  Were  not  many  of  Ifrael  prefent  alfo  at  Heze^ 
kiih’s  Pafs-over  ?  Wherein  then  aid  this  Pafs  over  of 
jofiah  exceed  that  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah  ? 

A  In  the  exadl  conformity  of  it  to  all  the  Rules  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Mofes,  fo  that  no  fuch  Pafs-over  had  been 
kept  lines  the  Days  of  Samuel  the  Prophet,  2  Loro  nicies 

XXXV.  l8.  ,  ,  r*  1  Til 

60  Q.  Did  Jofiah  deftroy  all  the  remainder  of  tne  idol¬ 
atry  of  Ifrael,  which  Jeroboam  fet  up  at  Dan  and  Bethel  ? 

A.  Yes ;  Vnc^  flew  the  Priefts  of  t‘ie 
and  burnt  the  Bones  of  the  Priefts  that  had  been  buried 
there,  upon  the  Altar,  according  to  the  Word  which  the 
old  Prophet  fpake  to  Jeroboam,  2  Kings  xxm.  15  20. 

1  Kings  xiii.  2. 

61  How  came  Jofiah  by  his  Death  ? . 

A.  He  went  out  to  fight  with  the  King  of  Egypt, 
without  the  Direction  of  God,  and  he  was  fiain,  and 
great  Lamentation  was  made  for  him,  2  Chron.  xxxv.  20 
,  --  2  c . 

62* Q  Who  fucceeded  Jofiah  in  the  Kingdom  ?  ^ 

A.  His  Son  jehoahaz,  who  when  he  had  reigned  tmcC 
Months,  was  put  in  Bonds  by  the  King  of  Egypt,  was 
carried  thither,  and  there  he  died,  2  Kings  xxiii.  31  34. 

63  Q,_  Whom  did  the  King  of  Egypt  make  King  in 


his  Room  ? 


A.  E Hakim 


‘  v  .  .... 
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A.  Eliakim  his-  Brother,  and  gave  him  the  Name  of 
Jehoiakim,  %  Kings  xxiii.  34. 

64  Q.  What  fort  of  Governor  was  Jehoiakim,  and 
what  was  his  evil  end  ? 

A  He  did  Evil  in  the  Sight  of  the  Lord,  feveral 
neighbour  Nations  befet  him  round  about,  and  Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar,  King  of  Babylon,  fent  up  his  Forces  again# 
inm,  took  fome  Captives,  bound  the  King  in  Fetters, 
ana  he  died  in  Shame,  his  dead  Body  being  call  without 
the  Gates  of  Jerufalem,  and  without  a  Burial  :  and  his 
young  Son  Jehoiachin  reigned  in  his  Head,  2  Cbron. 
xxxvi.  5—8.  Dan .  i.  1 — 3.  Jer .  xxii,  18,  19. 

65  What  became  of  this  Jehoiachin,  who  is  alfo 
called  Jechoniah  and  Coniah  ? 

A.  When  he  had  reigned  three  Months,  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar  took  the  City  of  Jerufalem,  and  carried  him  to 
Babylon,  together  with  ten  thoufand  Captives,  and 
rich  treafures  of  Silver  and  Gold  that  remained  in  the 

Fern  pie  and  in  the  King’s  Houle,  2  Kings  xxiv.  8 _ 17. 

Jer .  xxii.  24 — 30. 

66  Q.  Was  there  any  King  in  Judah  after  Jehoiachin  ? 

A.  Yes,  the  la#  King  was  Zedekiah,  his  Father’s 

Brother,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  made  King  in  Jerufa¬ 
lem,  ver.  17,  18. 

67  What  fell  out  in  the  days  of  Zedekiah  ? 

A.  fie  rebelled  again#  Nebuchadnezzar ^to  whom  he 
had  fvvorn  fubje&ion  by  the  name  of  the  true  God, 
whereupon  Nebuchadnezzar  came  up  and  took  the  City 
of  Jerufalem  again,  after  a  Siege  of  two  Years,  2  Kings 
xxv.  1 — 4. 

68  How  did  he  punifli  Zedekiah  for  his  Rebelli¬ 
on  ? 

A.  When  Zedekiah  fled  from  the  City,  he  was  feized 
by  the  Babylonians  ;  Nebuchadnezzar  ordered  his  Sons 
to  be  flain  before  his  Face,  then  his  Eyes  were  put  out, 
he  was  bound  with  Fetters  of  Brafs,  and  carried  to  Baby¬ 
lon,  and  there  was  no  more  a  King  in  Judah,  ver.  6,  7. 

2  Cbrcn.  xxxvi.  13. 

6 9  What  became  of  the  City  and  Temple  at  this 
Time  ? 

A,  i  he  King  of  Babylon  burnt  the  Temple  of  the 

Lord, 
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Lord,  the  Palace  of  the  King,  and  all  the  Haufes  of  je~ 
rufalem ;  he  brake  down  the  Wails  of  the  City,  and  car¬ 
ried  away  the  red  of  the  People  captive  ;  together  with 
all  the  Veffels  of  Gold,  Silver,  and  Brafs,  great  and 
fmall,  that  belonged  to  the  Temple,  2  Kings  xxv. 

^  I 

jq  But  were  the  People  pumlhed  thus  fdr  the  Sms 

of  their  Kings  r  #  ,  .  , 

A  The  Princes,  and  the  Priefb,  and  the  People,  had 

a  large  lhare  in  the  common  Idolatry  and  Wickednefs, 
together  with  the  Kings,  and  that  in  Oppofltion  to  all 
the  Warnings  of  their  Prophets,  whereby  God  was  pro¬ 
voked  to  puniih  them  all,  2  Cbren.  xxxvi.  14.  21. 

7  i  Was  there  any  Ruler  of  the  fcattered  People  that 

remained  in  the  Land  of  Ifraei  ? 

A.  Gedaliah  was  made  Governor  by  the  King  of  Bi- 
bylcn,  but  he  was  flain  in  a  little  lime  by  a  faction  un¬ 
der  Ifhmael,  one  of  the  Seed-Royal  ;  and  the-e  was  no¬ 
thing  but  Confuiion  and  Diforder  in  the  Land,  2  Kings 

XXV.  22,  £sfc. 

7  2  Q.  What  became  of  the  People  afterward  ? 

A.  Johanan,  the  Son  of  Kmcah,  one  of  the  Captains 
under  Gedaliah,  routed  I  hmael,  and  drove  him  out  of 
the  Land  ;  yet  being  afraid  of  the  Anger  of  the  King  of 
Babylon,  and  his  Refentmeat  of  the  Murder  of  Gedali¬ 
ah  his  Governor,  he  was  tempted  to  fly  into  Egypt,  and 
to  carry  moft  of  the  People  thither  with  him,  where 
they  were  difperfed  into  feveral  Cities,  j xii.  13 
and  x:ii,  xliii. 

73  Was  this  done  by  any  divine  order  ? 

A.  No  ;  but  diredlly  again  it  the  Word  of  the  Lord* 
by  the  Mouth  of  Jeremiah  the  Prophet,  who  was  left  a- 
mong  them  in  the  Land  ;  and  they  carried  him  alfo  into 
Egypt  with  them,  Jer,  xliii.  1 — 9* 

74  0^  Did  the  Jews  behave  themfelves  better  in  Egypt 
after  all  their  Afflictions  and  Diftreflfes  ? 

A.  They  praaifed  Idola.ry  in  Egypt  with  Infolence, 
in  Oppofition  to  the  Reproofs  of  Jeremiah  the  Prophet, 
yer.  xliv. 

75  Q.  Did  they  perifli  there,  or  return  ? 

A.  Jeremiah  was  ordered  by  the  Lord  to  foretel  the 

Deftruaion 
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wellruaion  of  Egypt  by  the  King  of  Babylon,  and  to 
denounce  utmoft  Calamities  and  Death,  by  SwOrd  and 
Famine  upon  the  Jews  that  fojourned  there ;  and  that  but 
a  very  imall  Number  of  them  fhould  ever  return  to  the 
Land  of  Judah,  though  he  foretold  the  Return  of  their 
Brethren  from  their  Captivity  in  Babylon,  Jer.  xliii,  o. 
and  xhv.  u,  28,  &c.  J 


CHAP.  XIII. 


Of  the  Return  of  the  Jews  from  Captivity  in  Baby¬ 
lon,  and  the  Rebuilding  the  City  of  Jerusalem. 
and  the  Temple . 


iCL  1_T OW  long  did  the  Nation  of  the  Jews  conti- 
X  X  nue  in  their  Captivity,  and  their  Land  lie 
defolate  ? 

A.  Though  the  Land  lay  not  utterly  defolate  till  the 
final  Deifrudtion  of  Jerufalem,  in  the  Days  ofZedekiah, 
which  was  between  fifty  and  fixty  Years  before  their  fird 
Releafe  ;  yet,  from  their  fir  It  Captivity  by  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar  in  former  Reigns,  their  Land  was  in  fame  Mei- 
fure  defolate  feventy  Years,  according  to  the  Prophecy  of 
Jeremiah.  See  2  Chron .  xxxvi.  21.  Jer.  xxv,  n,  12. 
Here  let  it  be  obferved,  that  as  there  were  feveral  Sea- 
fons,  and  under  different  Kings,  when  Part  of  the 
Children  oflfrael  and  Judah  weie  carried  into  Captivi¬ 
ty,  and  feveral  Periods  whence  their  Defolations  may 
commence  ;  fo  there  were  feveral  Seafons  alfo  of  their 
Return  and  Reftoration  :  But  the  chief  Duration  of 
Captivity  and  defolate  Circum  dances  was  feventy 
Years.  See  2  Kings  xxiv.  1,  2,  lo — 14.  and  chap, 
xxv.  ii.  compared  with  Ezra  i.  1,  2.  and  chap.  vi. 

1  — 12.  chap.  vii.  7.  and  Nehem.  ii.  1,  CfL 

2  Q.u  Who  gave  them  Releafe  from  their  Captivity  in 
Babylon  ? 

m 

A.  When  Babylon  was  taken  by  Cyrus,  the  General 
of  the  Army  under  Darius,  the  King  of  the  Medes,  the 
AfTyrkm  or  Babylcniih  Empire  was  hnifhed.  After 

Darius’s 


. 
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Darius’s  Death,  Cyrus  himfelf  becime  King  of ’  Perfjjt 
and  he  not  only  gave  the  People  of  the  Jevs  a  ReleaW 
but  gave  themalfo  a  Cotnmiffion  to  rebuild  the  Temple, 
and  reftored  to  them  the  Vefl'els  of  Gold  and  Silver  ;  and 
this  he  did  by  the  Hand  of  Shelbazzar,  a  Prince  of  Judah, 

Ezra  i.  7 — 1  •  Tr  * 

Note,  Now  was  that  Prophecy  fulfilled  which  Kaia 

pronounced  above  a  hundred  Years  before.  I/a .  x  iv. 
^3.  that  it  was  Cyrus  who  Ihould  fay  to  Jerufalem,  .be 
thou  Built;  and  to  the  Temple,  Be  thy  foundation 
laid  ;  and  chapter  xlv.  1  3*  who  Ihould  build  the  City 

of  God,  and  releafe  his  Captives. 

3  Which  of  the  Tribes  did  accept  of  this  Commit - 

fion,  and  return  to  their  own  Land  ? 

A.  There  were  many  Per  Tons  and  Families  of  feveral 
Tribes  of  Ifrael,  who  took  this  Opportunity  of  return¬ 
in'?;  vet  it  was  chiefly  thofe  of  Judah  and  Benjamin, 
with  the  Priefts  and  feveral  of  the  Levites,  who  returned, 
and  were  now  all  united  under  the  Name  of  Jews,  Ezra 
i,  5.  and  iv.  12. 

a  (Y  Who  were  their  firft  Leaders  and  Directois  ? 

A.  Zerubbabel ,  a  Prince  of  Judah,  of  the  Seed  Roy- 
al,  whofe  Chaldaick  or  Babylonifh  Name  was  Shelbaz¬ 
zar  ;  he  was  their  Prince  or  Captiin,  and  Jefhua  or  Jof- 
hua  was  their  High-Pried,  Ezra  ill.  and  11.  2.  and  111. 
8.  compared  with  v.  14 — 16.  and  Zecb.  iii.  and  iv. 

Note ,  This  Shelbazzar,  or  Zerubbabel,  was  the  Son  of 
Salathiel,  the  Son  of  Jchoiachin,  or  Jeconiah,  King 
of  Judah  :  He  was  made  G  overnor  of  the  Land,  un¬ 
der  the  Title  of  Tirfhatha,  by  a  Commiflion  from 
Cyrus.  Jefhua  was  the  Son  of  Jozadak  or  Jofedech, 
the  Son  of  Seraia,  who  was  High- Pried  wnen  Jeiu- 
falem  was  dedroyed,  and  who  was  put  to  cic^th.  by 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

3  What  was  the  fird  Thing  they  did  alter  their 

Return  i  _ 

A.  They  mide  a  large  Contribution  toward  the  Re¬ 
building  of  the  Temple,  they  gathered  themfelves  toge¬ 
ther  to  Jerufalem,  they  fet  up  the  Altar  of  the  Gad  of 
Ifrael,  and  offered  Sacrifices  upon  it,  Ezra  ii.  68.  and 

iii,  1—6. 

H  3  6  Q. In 
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In  what  Manner  did  they  lay  the  Foundation  of 
tne  i  emple  ? 

A.  While  the  Builder?  laid  the  Foundation,  the  PrieRs 
and  the  Levites  furg  and  praifed  the  Lord  with  Trum¬ 
pets,  and  other  Inftruments,  after  the  Ordinance  of  Da¬ 
vid,  Ezra  m  10,  1 1 . 

.  7  Q-  What  remirkable  Occurrences  a  tenred  the  lay- 
mg  of  the  Foundation  of  the  Temple  ?  7 

A.  While  the  younger  Part  of  the  People  (homed  for 
Joy,  many  of  tfte  ancient  Fathers  wept  with  a  loud 

i°eeA  ^he"  !hey  ren,enlbei'ed  how  much  more  gloiicus 
the  firlt  i  emple  was  than  tht  ftcond  was  like  to  be,  ver. 

1 2,  1 3  and  Hag,  ii.  3. 

Here  it  may  be  obferved,  that  though  the  Foundation  of 
the  fecond  Temple  Rood  on  the  lame  Comoafs  of 
Ground  as  he  firft,  yet  a  Compary  of  p  or  Exiles, 
returning  from  a  long  Captivity,  could  not  promife 
or  hope  for  fo  glorious  a  Building  as  thr  Temple  of 
Solomon,  neither  in  the  Richnefs  of  the  Materials, 
nor  in  the  Magnificence  and  Cunofry  of  the  Work- 
manfhip.  See  Dr.  Prideaux  s  C  on?iefficn  3  Vol  1  p 
3 43-  '  * 

The  Jews  alfo  generally  fuppofe  five  Things  to  be 
wanting  in  the  iec<  nd  Temple  after  it  was  finifhed, 
w men  did  belong  to  the  hrft  ;  namely,  (r  )  The  Ark 
of  the  Covenant,  and  the  Mercy-feat  wh'ch  was  upon 
it,  with  tne  Cherubs  oc  Gold,  together  with  the 
*1  ^ Dies  of  Stone  in  which  the  Law  was  written,  which 
were  in  the  Ark  when  it  was  brought  into  Solomon’s 
Temple,.  1  Kings  viii.  9.  2  Chron  v.  10,  though  one 
would  think  they  flioula  have  made  an  Ark  and  a  Mer¬ 
cy- feat,  before  which  the  High-Prieft  ihould  officiate 
once  a  Year.  Some  learned  men  fuppofed  there  was 
fuch  an  Ark  made,  and  that  Ezra’s  corredl  Copy  of  the 
Bible  was  laid  up  in  it  :  andthat  ic  is  in  imitation  of 
this,  that  the  prefent  Jews  in  all  their  Synagogues 
have  fuch  an  Ark  or  Coffer,  wherein  they  keep^the 
X<aw.  (2.)  The  SHechinah,  or  Divine  Prefence,  in  a 
Cloud  of  Glory  on  the  Mercy-feat.  (3  )  The  Urim 
and  Thummitn whence  the  Oracle  came,  or  Divine 
Answers  to  their  Inquiries,  (a.)  The  holy  Fire  up¬ 
on 
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on  the  Altar,  which  came  from  Heaven.  (;.)  The 
Spirit  of  Prophecy.  For  though  Haggai,  Zechariah, 
and  Malachi  lived  while  the  fecond  I  em  pie  was  bud  - 
in?:  and  prophefied  after  it  was  built,  ye 
Death  theprophetic  Spirit  ceafed  from  among  them 
8  What  was  the  firft  Hindrance  they  found.  m  the 

A.  The  Samaritans  defired  to  join  with  them  in  their 
Building,  and  becaufe  the  Jews  forbid  them,  they  gave 
them  continual  Trouble  in  the  Diys  of  Cyrus,  Ezra  iv. 


*  qQ.  What  was  the  fecond  Hindrance  they  met  with  ? 

A,  When  Artaxerxes  ihe  firft  came  to  the  1  Krone  or 
Perfia,  thefe  People  wrote  an  Accufation  againft  the  Jews, 
that  the  City  of  Jerufalem  had  been  rebellious  in  former 
Times;  whereupon  Artaxerxes  caufed  the  Work  to 
ceafe  till  the  fecond  Year  of  Darius,  ver.  7—24- 
Note  This  was  not  Darius,  the  firft  king,  and  he  who 
took  Babylon,  and  releafed  Daniel  from  the  Lions 
Den  ;  but  another,  who  reigned  feveral  Years  after 
him,  and  was  called  Darius  Hyftafpes,  as  the  be  it 
Authors  affert :  And  this  alfo  was  long  before  that 
Darius  whom  Alexander  fubdued,  and  put  an  End  to 

the  Perfian  Kingdom.  .  . 

Here  let  it  be  obferved  in  general,  that  it  is  not  a 
very  eafy  Matter  for  learned  Men  to  agree  exart ly  m 
adjufting  the  Time  of  all  thefe  Events,  and  the  parti¬ 
cular  Accompliihment  of  every  Prophecy,  becaule 
there  were  feveral  Kings  of  the  fame  Name  ;  as,  three 
•  or  four  Artaxerxes’s,  and  three  or  more  Dariuses,  &c. 
And  there  was  four  Decrees  from  the  Kings  of  i  erfia 
in  favour  of  the  Jews :  The  firft  from  Cyrus  to  Zerub- 
babel,  or  Shefbazzar,  a  Prince  of  Judah,  Ezra  i.  i 
8.  The  fecond  from  Darius  the  Second,  to  the  Ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Jews,  to  forbid  their  Hindrance  of  the 
Work,  Ezra  vi.  1—7.  The  third  from  Artaxerxes 
the  Second  to  Ezra,  recorded  in  Ezra  v ii.  11.  1  he 

fourth  from  the  fame  Artaxerxes  to  Nehemiah,  writ¬ 
ten  in  Nehem .  ii.  I — 9.  .  1 

10  Q..  Who  perfuaded  the  jews  to  go  on  witn  their 

Work  under  the  Reign  of  this  Darius  i 

H  4  A.  The 


S  2  z  The  Jews  Return  from  Chap.  XIII . 

A.  The  Prophets  of  God  which  were  with  them,  en¬ 
couraged  and  required  them  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord 
to  go  on  with  the  Work  of  the  Temple  ;  for  feveral  of 


7,  and  chap. 

.1  'i  >  W^at  Encouragement  did  they  meet  with  from 
the  reriian  Court  ? 

.  Phe  Governors  of  the  Provinces  at  this  Time  fee- 
litg  tneni  renew  their  Building,  fent  to  enquire  concern¬ 
ing  the  Order  which  Cyrus  gave  for  it :  And  Darius 
having  found  this  Order  among  the  Records  of  Babylon, 
gave  a  frefh  Command  for  the  Rebuilding  of  the  Hcufe 
(ji  God,  Ezrav.  3 — 17  and  vi.  1 — 14.. 

12  When  was  the  Temple  fin ilhed  ? 

A  Through  many  Delays:  anfmg  partly  from  the 
Negligence  of  the  jews,  partly  from  the  Oopofition  of 
their  Lnemies,  it  was  twenty  Eears  in  buildmcr  •  Nor 
was  it  fmifhed  till  the  fixth  Year  of  the  Reign  ct  Darius 
at  which  Time  they  dedicated  it  with  many  Sacrif.ce/ 

and  kept  the  Paflbver  with  joy,  Ezra  vi  15 _ 22, 

Here  it  may  be  worthy  of  our  Obiervation,  that  the 
threatened  Defhutiiun  of  Babylon  kept  pace  with  the 
promifed  Reiteration  and  Joy  of  the  jews.  It  was 
Cyrus  who  as  Cenerai  of  the  Army  of  Darius  the 
hirft,  took  Babylon  by  Siege,  with  Blood  and 
Slaughter,  who  alfo  releafed  the  captive  jews,  when 
he  came  to  be  King  of  Perfia.  Then  the  River  was 
turned  in  upon  the  Country  round  it;  which  Jfaiah 
foretold,  chap.  xiv.  23.  And  it  became  a  Pof'ejfon  toy 
it  terns ,  and  Pools  of  If  ater  and  the  Sea  cohered  it* 
Yet  Babylon  was  rot  then  deflroyed.  But  when  the 
Babylonians  revolted,  in  the  fifth  Year  of  Darius  Hy- 
llafpes,  and  he  befieged  them  with  avail  Anxiy,  their 
Deflation  wis  very  great  They  themfelves  flew  ai- 
molt  all  their  Wromen  and  young  Children,  to  make 
their  Provifions  hold  cut.  Then  the  Prophecy  of 
Jfaiah  was  fulfilled,  chap,  xlvii.  9,  Two  Things 
Jhall  come  to  them  in  one  Day ,  the  Ltfs  of  Children ,  and 
Widowhood,  Darius  took  the  City  in  the  End  of  the 
fixth  Year  cf  his  Reign,  (at  which  Time  the  Jewilfl 
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XTof^hiT^erfian'Araiy'^iHipale^three^houfendv^ho 

After  this,  Babylon  languilhed  a  while,  -nd  at 

“t  A"",*?  s,4,rs?»f  i-<” 

the^riell  and  Scibe  a  Letter  and  Decree,  to  ena.ar.ge 
the  ews  yet  remaining  in  Babylon,  to  go  upto  jcra.a- 
lem  and  eltablifh  the  Worlbip  of  the  true  God  there, 

iZe,  ThisVecond  Artaxerxes  is  fnppofei  by  Dr  Pn- 
dtaux  to  be  Artaxerxes  Longimanus  as  ihe  Heathen 
Hiftorians  call  him  ;  and  to  be  that  fame  Ahafue 
who  made  Either  his  Queen,  and  fo  became  very 

King  «bk  them  to  M«1  .hi. 

B‘a.' The  King  and  his  Counfellots  freely  offered  mnch 
Silver  and  Gold  for  this  Work,  and  being  fenfible  ot  the 
G  -  atnefs  and  Power  of  the  God  of  the  Jews,  whom  he 
calls  The  God  of  Hea-ven,  he  fought  to  fecurc  his  favour 
for  himfelf  and  his  Family,  and  pronounced  a  fpeedy 
Sentence  of  Death,  Banilhment,  Lofs  of  Goods,  01  lm- 
prifonmert,  on  thofe  who  Ihould  dare  to  hinder  this 

Building:,  ver.  15 — ay,  23.  26. 

,r  Q  What  did  Ezra  do  in  his  Journey  to  Jerufalem? 

A.  He  proclaimed  a  Day  of  Falling  and  Pjrayer,  to 
feek  the  Affiltance  of  God  ;  for  he  was  alhamed  to  alk 
the  King  for  Soldiers  to  be  their  Guard,  becaule  he  had 
told  the  King  of  the  Power  and  the  Mercy  ot  their  God, 

Ezrav iii.  2i,  22.  ,  .  ,f„ 

16  What  did  Ezra  do  when  he  came  to  Jerula- 

knA  Fie  delivered  the  Orders  of  the  King  to  the  Go¬ 
vernors  of  the  Provinces,  and  the  Gold  and  Silver  to  thole 
who  had  the  Care  of  the  Building,  and  lo  promoted  the 
Work,  •vsr.  33 — 36. 

17  Q_  What  Reformation  did  Ezra  worn  among  the 
Feople 


The  Jew,  Return  from  Chap.  XIM. 
,.A'  'VhLen  h,e  was  informed  that  many  of  the  lews  had 

•S^^tassattat 

ix.  andx  putaway  their  ftranee  Wives,  Ezra 

Note.  None  of  the  Jews  of  either  Sex  might  marrv  with 
fehteT  71^  NTn’  r  iefs  they  S7  Pro 

ofLv;«„'  nS*^  Sr- ' Thfs;"’ 

woag  the  Moabites  and  Ammonites,  to  be  excluded 

f'.r  ever  ;  as  tney  interpret  Deut,  xxiii  7 

18  Q.  Did  the  Jews  rebuild  the  City  of  J^nfalem  ? 

3  for  the  Babylonian  Army  had  broke  down 
the  Walls,  and  burnt  the  Gates  of  it,  Neh.  i.  2 

ing  ?h?b%h°m  di<1  G°d  raife  “P  t0  C3rry  0n  the  rebuild" 

A.  Nehemiah  the  Jew,  who  was  a  Cup-bearer  to  Ar- 
taxerxes  the  Xing  of Perfia,  Nehem.  i.  n. 

2°  ( 1  lo'v  Tas  Nehemiah  engaged  iierein  ? 

A.  When  he  heard  of  the  Continuance  of  the  Defolni 
ons  made  by  the  Enemies,  he  faded  and  prayed  to  G  d' 
and  then  he  obtained  Leave  of  Artaxerxes  the  King  to  go 
up  to  Jerufalem,  and  rebuild  the  City  of  the  Sepfdchres 

of  his  Fathers,  Nehem.  ii.  t_7.  p  reS 

rJl  ?'  WbatLfurthM  Encouragement  did  Nehemiah  re- 
ceive  from  the  King? 

•  A  He  r"c1e!vcd  °rder  for  the  Governors  of  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  lo  aflift  ht  n,  and  to  give  timber  out  of  the  King’s 
roreit,  w.  7,  8.  a 

22  How  did  Nehemiah  begin  his  Work  ? 

A  He  rode  round  the  City  by  Night,  and  took  a  pri- 
tate  Survey  of  the  Rums  thereof,  and  appointed  a  pard- 
cular  I  art  of  the  Walls  and  Gates  to  be  repaired  by  par¬ 
ticular  1  erfons  and  their  Companies,  Nehem.  ii.  andiii 

t  .23  O  WJ,at  Oppofition  did  the  Jews  meet  within 
this  Part  of  their  Work  ? 

.  A-  Sa"balkt  >be  Samaritan,  and  Tobiah  the  Ammo- 
nne,  and  their  Accomplices,  at  firltlaughed  the  Jews  to 
icorn,  and  tnen  confptred  to  fight  againft  them  while 

they 
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thev  were  at  work,  Nebeni.  iv.  I  7  a/tt  l*  c 
2^  Q,  How  did  Nehemiah  prevent  the  Mifcluef  tl  y 

deAn  He  encouraged  the  jews  totruft  in  their  God  and 
appointed  every  Man  that  laboured  in  the  Work  to  have 

a  Weapon  ready  to  defend  himfelf,  ver.iy 

25  What  Reformation  did  Nehemiah  work  among 

tHT  He  approved  thefe  that  took  Ufiiry  and  oppreffed 
their  Brethren  ;  and  he  fee  h.m:e!f  for  a“  Example  v  ho 
though  he  was  Governor  twelve  Years  took  ro  Salai 
but  maintained  himfelf  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  Jews 

at  his  own  Change,  Nehem.  v  7—19  .  , 

26  In  what  Manner  did  they  worlhip  God  when 

the  Citv  was  built  r  •  ..  ,  r, 

\  On  the  firft  Day  of  the  feventh  Month  a.l  the  1  eo- 

ple  were  gathered  together  in  one  Street,  aid  Ezra  the 
Prieft  and  Scribe  read  in  the  book  of  the  La  w,  and  gave 
the  Senfe  of  the  Words,  that  they  might  fee  their  paft 
Sins  and  Errors,  and  might  be  inftrufted  to  yield  a  more 
regular  and  exaft  Obedience  for  1  ime  to  c  me  ;  an,  tnis 
being  done,  he  oleffed  the  great  God,  ana  all  tne  1  cop.e 
anfwered,  Amen,  Amen,  Nehem  viii.  1*  S.  ^ 

Note,  It  is  a  Remark  of  Dr.  Prideaux,  that  hou^h  Ezra  s 
Authority  and  Government  expired  before  this  lime, 
yet  he  went  on,  as  a  fkilful  Scribe  of  the  Law  of  Gog, 
to  preach  Righteoufnefs,  to  perfect  the  Reformation, 
to  gather  the  feveral  Parts  of  Scripture  together,  to  let 
forth  correct  Copies  of  them,  and  to  bring  all  Things 
in  Church  and  State  to  the  Rules  thereof : — And  tins 
he  did  by  the  AiTiilance  of  the  next  Governor,  Nehe¬ 
miah,  doing  the  fame  1  hings  by  his  Authority,  which 
before  he  did  by  his  own. 

27  Q.  How  did  they  keep  the  FeaR  of  Tabernacles  ? 
A.  By  dwelling  in  Booths  made  of  Branches  of  1  rces 

feven  Days  together,  as  God  had  commanded  by  Mofes, 
and  they  read  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  every  Day  of  the 
feven,  and  explained  it,  vcr.  13 — 18. 

28  Q.  How  did  they  keep  a  Fall  on  the  twenty-fourth 
Day  of  the  feventh  Month  ? 

A,  One  fourth  Part  of  the  Day  they  confefTed  their 

of 


*  zS  The  Jews  Return,  C5r.  Chap.  XIII. 

fhe  Law  d-fnfler  fPUfth  Part  they  rcad  in  Ae  Book  of 
(  J  and  then  they  entered  into  a  Covenant  with  an 

Oa  h  £0  be  the  Lord’s  People,  and  the  Prince  Z  the 

‘  rleft  and 'he  Levi  es  fealed  it,  Neheen.  ix,  and  x  ,  f 

bitations  >  H'ere  the  Pe°pIe  difpoftd  °fin  their  Hal 

znd  Peo^eit  L otTrn  h t  JemfaIem’  reft  ofthe  Priefts 

/alein  an  !  n-  P  °  brf'g  0ne  ln  ten  t0  dweli  ac  Jeru- 
.  and  nine  Parts  tn  the  other  Cities,  that  the  I  and 
might  be  peopled,  Neb.  xi  LanJ 

defeated  W3S  'he  Wa"  0f  Jerufalera  ^e  holy  City 

•  A,  The  Levites  came  from  ail  Places  to  Terufalem 
joineu  with  the  Priefts  and  the  Rulers  in  two  large  Com 
pames  and  gave  Thanks,  and  offered  Sacrifices  and 

a  s,  ot %  » °f  ■ - 

.  31  Qc  What  further  Reformation  did  Neh»miah  hrlr* 
in  among  the  People  ?  -'enemiah  bring 

-  A-  A  Vv,rned  Tobiah  the  Ammonite  out  of  his  Ledv- 
ing  in  the  Temple,  which  Elialhib  the  High-Prieft  had 

ofXi  h  T’  if  1abliflled  the  Portion  of  the  Fruite 
A  p“  f  rt!?  wlnch  belonged  to  the  Levites  ;  he  forbid 
At  r  rotation  of  the  Sabbath,  by  buying  and  felling 
ndbcaringBurdens;  and  pnnilhed  the  Jews  who  roam¬ 
ed  ftrange  Wives,  Nebem.  xiii.  4— 2g. 

nf  ‘w  f  ^h2t  remarkab,e  Inftan=e  did  Nehemiah  give 
of  Ins  Zeal  m  pumfnmg  thofe  who  married  Strangers'? 

A,\  „_%,e  awaX  oneof  Sons  of  loiada  the  Sor 
ofFhafhib  the  High-Prieft,  for  marrying  the  Daughter 
of  Sanbal  at  the  Horomte,  who  had  hindered  the  Jews  fo 
™Uch  thelr  halloing  feveral  Years  before,  wer.  28. 

JSote\  I  hi s  young  Man’s  Name  was  Manaffeh,  as  lofeph- 

.hddisi*  wShri,h  “  **■*»•*  “  •*» «» » 

,  A-  Jt  is  hippo  led  that  Makchi,  the  lalt  of  the  Pro- 
p.ets,  pi  ophehed  about  this  Time,  for  he  doth  not  re¬ 
prove  them  for  negledt  of  building  as  Haggaidid,  Hag. 

4-  9;  nor  does  he  fpeak  of  the  finiihing  of  the  Temple, 
as  c_ rur.a!  did,  chap.  iv.  g.  Bat  fuppofing  that 

already 
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already  done,  he  reproved  them  about  their  Marriage  of 

Strangers,  and  of  feveral  Wives,  or  oft*l’S  ^"c“' 
binesf  Mai  ii.  ...  14.  16.  and  their  robbing  God  of 
their  Tythes,  chap.  iii.  We.  and  their  polluting  the  Al- 
tar,  and  Keeled  of  offering  God  the  be  ft,  c  P-  • 
which  were  the  very  Things  which  Nehemiah  correfled 

in  his  laft  Reformation. 

Thus  far  the  Holy  Scripture  has  delivered  down 
*he  Hid  on  of  the  TranfacTtons  of  God  with  Men,  and 
'particularly  with  his  own  People,  the  Nation  of  liras.  , 
in  a  lout  and  continual  Succeffion  of  Events,  from  the  Cre¬ 
ation  of  the  World  to  the  Return  of  the  Jews  from  the 
Captivity  of  Babylon,  and  the  fettling  of  toe  Church  and 
State  under  Nehemiah,  whom  the  King  cf  Perfia  made 

Governor  over  the  Land .  ,  .  . 

There  are  feveral  other  hiftorical  Matters  related  in 

Scripture  which  belong  to  particular  Perfons  ;  We  moft 
confiderable  of  them  are  the  Hifiories  of  Job  and  Jonah, 
Jeremiah,  Daniel,  and  Efther, 


CHAP.  XIV. 

The  History  of  Job. 

1  TI7HO  was  Job  ? 

VV  A.  A  moft  religious  Man  in  the  I -and  of 
Uz,  who  had  ten  Children  and  very  great  Riches,  Job 

’  2  of  In  what  Age  of  the  World  is  Job  fuppofed  to 

have  lived  ?  .. 

A.  In,  cr  before  the  Days  of  Mofes,  bccauic  thcic  is 

not  the  leaft  Intimation  ot  any  Fran  factions  of  Goa  with 

Ifrael  in  the  whole  Booh  of  Job. 

3  Q.  What  particular  Ad  of  Piety  is  related  concern¬ 
ing  him  in  his  profperous  S;ate  ? 

A.  When  his  Children  had  been  feafting  each  other  in 
their  Turns,  Job  offered  Sacrifices  for  them,  left  they 
fhocld  have  finned,  and  provoked  God  in  the  Seafons 
of  their  Mirth,  ver.  4,  5. 

4  W  hat 


Chap,  XIV, 


*2$ 


The  Hi  STORY  of] OB. 


1  Sw  ’  j  hat  were  the  Affliaions  that  fell  upon  Tob  ? 
God  permitted  the  Devil,  by  kindling  of  Li  ht- 

ring,  and  by  ftl  ;  up  Robbfr/ar(J  P]*^“ 

c  fi  In  I  lJ'C'a  a-"  1he^hh0UrS>  to  bereave  him  of  all  his 
Ch  i  "  n’S  Wreakh  ln  onc  Day,  and  to  deftroy  all  his 
Ter  r,^’  I'6?  lTen  S°nS  and  thr«  Daughters,  by  a 

»c,eS»’j'Chve“eLf9:*“  H°Uli  “  *“ 

Jp%on  S  *'bD'V"  h»  “Pon 

A.  Yes  ;  God  permitted  him  to  finite  job  with  fo-e 

y!fiifr6?7the  6° 6  Lt  hls  F°ot t0  the  Crow  of his  Htad> 

j“tT ""  D'”s" ofGod  in  “  Pro,id“- 

A-  To  cry  the  Strength  of  his  Piety,  and  to  fet  him 

‘iidain'nrl  XRmP  e  A1  Pa:lence’  both  in  the  Exercife  of  it, 
i  n  wc  of  it.  Job  xxiii.  ,0  'James  v.  , 

Trial T  WUt  W3S  t,,e  Binavlour  of  Job  under  this 

A.  He  blefled  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  and  did  not 
murmur  at  ms  Providence,  Job  i.  2o_22’and  ii.  ,0 

rr  p  W  iat  was  a  further  Aggravation  of  Job’s  Dif- 

li  vj  J  • 

_A.  That  his  Wife  tempted  him  to  abandon  all  Reli- 

gion,  became  God  fuffered  him  to  be  thus  afflc&ed.  Job 
11-  9.  10.  J 

9  Qc  Had  Job  any  Comforter  ? 

A,  i  hree  friends  came  from  the  nemhbourinp;  Places 
to  mourn  with  him  and  comfort  him,  •ver.  11. 

r  Ho'.v  tong  did  his  Patience  continue  in  this  per- 

fed  Exercife  of  it/  F 

A.  otvcn  Days  he  fat  down  in  Allies,  and  was  filent 
under  the  Hand  of  God,  *ver*  13. 

r  1  W  herein  did  any  impatience  of  Job  at  firil  ap¬ 
pear  r  J  r 

A  In  curling  the  Day  on  which  he  was  born,  Job  iii. 

i —  1 6. 

1 1  .Qa  vere  the  Sentiments  of  Job’s  three  Friends 

on  this  mournful  Occafion,  and  hoy  did  they  carry  it 
towards  h: in  ?  1 
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A.  When  they  faw  him  to  be  fo  dreadfully  afflifted, 

tliey  rafhly  concluded  he  had  been  guilty  o  very 

7  7  v,;*  Antward  Profemon  of  iety. 


Complaints,  chap,  iv,  tfc.  . 

.  -  n  ,'U  Tnh  anfwer  to  their  charges  * 


^  Wherein  did  Job  fail  in  his  Duty  towards  God 

in  this  Matter  ?  .  .  ,  .  n 

A.  Under  the  Violence  of  his  Diftrefs,  and  the  molt 


in  this  Matter  ? 


uniu'ft  Accufations  of  his  Friends,  he  fometimes  fpoke 
Words  of  unreafonable  Defpair,  and  fometimes  he  u.ed 
rafh  and  unbecoming  Language  againlt  the  great  God, 
and  vindicated  himfelf  too  much,  as  though  he  had  been 
perfeftly  innocent  before  God  as  well  as  before  Men, 

i  -  How  was  the  Controverfy  between  Job  and  his 

Friends  compromifed  at  laft? 

A.  Elihu,  a  fourth  Friend,  who  was  younger  than 
the  red,  and  had  come  to  vifit  him,  took  a  middle  Way 
to  end  this  Controverfy,  and  fpoke  moie  agreeable  to  the 
Truth?  And  though  he  repro\ed  the  three  Friends  for 
afferting  that  God  would  never  affiift  any  innocent  Man 
fo  much  as  Job  was  afdiaed  ;  yet  he  fevere  y  reproved 
fob  for  infi.it! ng  fo  much  on  his  own  Innocence  be iOi.c 
God,  chap  xxxii,  &c. 

16  Q.  What  was  the  Foundation  of  Elihu’s  Argument 
on  this  Occafion  ? 

A.  Thefupreme  Majefly  and  Holinefs  of  God,  the 
Meannefs  and  Sinfulnefs  of  the  belt  of  Men  in  his  Sight ; 
his  fovereign  Dominion  over  all  1  hings,  and  the  Un- 
fearchablenefs  of  his  Wifdom  and  Conduct  toward  Men, 

chap,  xxxiii,  and  xxxvi,  c cJc. 

1 7  How  did  God  himfelf  manifeftly  engage  m  de¬ 
ciding  tliis  Controverfy  ? 

A.  He  greatly  confirmed  the  Sentiments  and  Opiniors 


■ 

. 
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W^dorn  and  Power  his  Grandeur  and  Dominion  over 
xixv,  7  a  Ce  °Ut  °f  th2  Whirlwind*  chap. 

A8  '?,!  ^  A  '' r'1  ,t*1!s  UDOn  Hs  Servant  Job  ? 

'  f°  c°n‘.efled  his  Folly,  abhorred  himfelf  for  his 
.in  under  the  Apprehenfion  of  the  Holinefs  and  Majefty 
ot  God  and  repented  in  Dull  and  Afhes,  Job  Hii.  ,L  1 
Job?  How  did  God  deal  with  the  three  Friends  of 

A.  He  difapproved  of  their  falfe  Accufations  of  Job 

fir  I  Ir°ng1!e!lti{nentS  collcerning  God  himfelf  and 
an  ^  ndfU(ft’  arH  k'd  them  offer  a  Sacrifice  of  Atonement, 
and  job  to  pray  for  them,  ver.  78 

oS&GfiZ*"”  of  *»-**•-*  «* 

A  While  Job  prayed  for  his  Friends  God  releafed 
hun  from  all  ms  Afflifhons,  and  afterward  gave  him  ten 
Cluk, ren  as  he  had  at  firft,  he  doubled  his  Eftate,  and 

prolonged  his  Life  to  four  Generations,  chap.  xlii.  io _ 

1 7  • 


CHAP,  XV. 

The  History  Jonah. 

1  ^  \A7H°  WaS  Jonak  ' 

\  V  A.  Prophet  who  lived  about  the  Time 
of  Jeroboam  the  Lcond,  King  of  Ifraei,  Jonah  l  1. 

2  Ungs  xiv.  25.  There  is  no  Need  of  particular  Citations 
of  Chapter  and  Verfe  for  the  Hiflory  of  Jonah,  fmee  the 
wJioIe  is  contained  in  four  fhort  Chapters. 

2  Whither  did  God  fend  him  ? 

A.  He  was  fent  to  Nineveh,  to  pronounce  Definiti¬ 
on  upon  that  great  City  for  their  Wickednefs. 

3  Q-_  How  did  Jonah  difobey  God  * 

A.  He  took  flapping  and  fled  toward  Tarlhifh,  from 
the  i  refence  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  he  fuppofed  that  the 
Mercy  of  God  would  fpare  Nineveh  after  he  had  pro¬ 
nounced  Deflruftion  upon  it,  and  then  he  fhodd  bo 
counted  a  falfe  Prophets 
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4.  Q.  What  befel  him  in  this  Voyage  ? 

A.  There  arofe  a  terrible  Tempeft,  which  endangered 
the  Ship;  and  Jonah  being  confcious  of  his  own  Guilt, 
advifed  the  Sailors  to  call  him  into  the  Sea,  and  then  the 
Storm  ceafed. 

5  Ql  What  became  of  Jonah  ? 

A.  A  great  Fifh  fwallowed  him  up,  and  he  continued 
in  the  Bowels  of  the  Fifh  three  Days  and  three  Nights. 

6  Did  lie  ever  come  to  the  Shore  again? 

A.  At  his  Repentance  and  earned  Prayer,  God  com- 
rnanded  the  Fifh  to  vomit  out  Jonah  upon  the  dry  Land, 
Jonah  ii. 

7  What  Service  did  God  affign  to  Jonah  after  this 
great  Deliverance  ? 

A.  He  fent  him  the  fecond  Time  to  Nineveh,  to  preach 
Definition  againfl  it  within  forty  Days,  Jonah  iii. 

8  What  Effet had  this  Preaching  upon  the  People? 

A.  The  King  and  the  People  put.  on  Sack-cloth, 

mourned  for  their  Sins,  turned  from  their  evil  Ways,  and 
cried  mightily  to  God  for  Mercy,  whereupon  God  with¬ 
held  the  Punifhment  which  he  threatened. 

9  How  did  Jonah  refent  this  merciful  Dealing  of 
God  with  Nineveh  ? 

A.  He  feared  he  fhould  be  counted  a  falfe  Prophet, 
and  in  an  angry  Temper  dedred  God  to  take  away  his 
Life,  Jonah  iv. 

10  What  did  God  do  to  convince  him  of  the  un- 
reafonablenefs  of  his  Anger  ? 

A.  He  made  a  Gourd  grow  up  in  a  Night,  which: 
fheltered  him  from  the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  and  he  caufed  it 
to  wither  the  next  Day;  upon  which  Jonah  murmured 
againflGod. 

11  Hj  v  did  God  argue  with  Jonah  upon  this  Oc* 
currence  ? 

A.  God  reproved  the  Prophet,  that  he  fhould  be  fo 
much  concerned  about  a  Gourd,  a  fenfelefs  Plant  which 
grew  up  in  one  Night,  and  only  afforded  him  fome  Con- 
veniency  of  Life  ;  and  that  he  fhould  be  no  more  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  Lives  of  fo  great  and  populous  a  City, 
which  befidcs  Men  and  Women,  had  above  fix  fcorc 
thoufand  Children  in  it. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

T)>e  History  of  JereMiah, 

1  Qi  ^  ®  was  Jerem^-? 

*  •  Y  °*}e  of  the  Friefts  in  the  Land  ofBcn- 

jamin,  whom  God  called  to  be  a  Prophet  when  he  was 

very  young,  in  the  days  of  Jofiah  King  of  Judah,  JtTm 

!•  I—J, 

2  What  Encouragement  had  he  when  he  wat  fo 

young  to  pronounce  the  Judgments  of  God  againft  the 
People  ?  6 

A •  G<>d  put  forth  his  hand  and  touched  his  Mouth,  to 
iigmfy  his  divine  Infpiration,  and  proroifed  his  Prefence 
with  him  to  deliver  him  from  all  that  ihould  oppofe  him' 
ver.  7 — 19. 

3  Qi  What  was  the  chief  Me ITage  with  tfhich  Jeremi¬ 

ah  was  fent  to  the  People,  and  to  Princes  and  Kings  of 
Judah  ?  6 

A.  That  Jerufalem  ihould  be  deilroyed,  and  the  Peo¬ 
ple  and  Princes  ihould  be  carried  away  captive  into  Ba¬ 
bylon,  becaufe  of  their  Sins,  and  remain  there  feventy 
Years.  From  chap.  vii.  to  xxv.  ^er.  11,  12. 

4  By  what  Method  did  Jeremiah  fet  before  them 
their  Sins  and  thefe  Judgments  of  God? 

A’  By  fome  very  pi  lin  and  diredl  Speeches,  by  an  Ex¬ 
ample  of  the  Rechabites  fet  before  them,  and  by  fome 
Parables  or  Emblems. 

QdL  How  did  Jeremiah  fhew  them  the  heinoufne/s  of 
their  Sins  by  a  View  of  the  Example  of  the  Rechabites  ? 

A.  Since  all  the  Family  of  Rechab  abilaincd  from 
Wine,  which  is  no  unlawful  Liquor,  merely  becaufe  Jo- 
nadab  their  Father  forbid  them  ;  much  more  fhould  the 
Jews  have  abdained  from  thofe  Pra&ices  which  are  utter¬ 
ly  unlawful,  when  the  God  of  Ifrad  had  forbid  them, 
Jer.  xxxv. 

6  What  were  fome  of  the  Emblems  by  which  God 
ordered  Jeremiah  to  foretel  their  Calamities  ? 

A.  A  Linen  Girdle,  a  Potter’s  Veilel,  an  Earthen 
bottle.  Yokes  of  Wood  and  of  iron,  &c. 

1  Q^,  What  was  defigned  by  the  Linen  Girdle  ? 

A.  Jeremiv 
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A.  Jeremiah  was  commanded  to  hide  it  in  the  Hole  of 
a  Rock  near  the  River  Euphrates,  and  when  he  lought  it 
again,  it  was  quite  fpoiled  ;  fo  God  decreed  to  ipoil  the 
Pride  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Nation  that  dwelt  near  Eu¬ 
phrates,  that  is  Affyria,  Jer  xiii. 

8  Q.  What  was  intended  by  the  Potter’s  V  eflel  ?  ^ 

A.  As  when  the  Veifel  of  Clay  was  fpoiled  in  the 

making,  the  Form  of  it  was  changed,  and  it  was  mould¬ 
ed  up  into  another  Veflel,  as  the  Potter  pleafed  ;  fo  God 
declared  his  Power  over  the  Houfe  of  Ilrael,  to  manage 
and  difpofe  of  them  as  he  pleafed;  and  that  he  would 
change  his  Providences  and  their  State,  according  to  their 
Bthaviour,  Jer .  xviii. 

9  What  further  Leffon  was  taught  by  an  Earthen 

Bottle  ?  . 

A.  Jeremiah  was  commanded  to  break  the  Bottle  in 

the  Sight  of  the  Priefts  and  the  Elders  and  to  declare. 
Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Even  fo  will  I  break  this  Nation 
and  this  City,  that  it  lhall  not  be  made  whole  again, 
Jer .  xix. 

10Q.  What  did  Jeremiah  teach  them  by  the  Emblems 
ol  Bonds  and  Y okes  ? 

A.  In  the  Days  of  Jehoiakim  King  of  Judah,  God 
commanded  Jeiemiah  to  make  Bonds  and  Yokes  and  put 
them  upon  his  own  Neck,  and  then  to  fend  them  to  the 
Kings  of  the  Nations  round  about,  to  affure  them  that 
they  fhould  all  be  made  iubjeft  to  Nebuchadnezzar  King 
of  Babylon,  Jer .  xxvii.  1 — 12. 

11  Who  were  Jeremiah’s  chief  Enemies  ? 

A.  The  Priefls  and  the  falfe  Prophets,  who  would 
have  put  him  to  Death  in  the  Reign  of  Jehoiakim,  Jer . 
xxvi.  1 — 8. 

12  Who  faved  Jeremiah  at  that  Time  ? 

A.  The  Princes  and  the  People  faved  him  from  Death, 
though  the  King  Hew  Urijah  the  Prophet,  who  confirm¬ 
ed  the  Words  of  Jeremiah,  <ver .  10- —  24. 

13  QWVhat  Abufes  did  Jeremiah  receive  from  Pa£hur 
the  Prielt  ? 

A.  Pafhur  fmote  the  Prophet  and  put  him  in  the  Stocks, 
Jgr.  xx.  2. 

I  2 


14  Q,  Whajt 
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r4  What  Evil  was  denounced  againft  Pafhur  on 
this  Account  ? 


A.  God  changed  his  Name  to  Magor-miffabib,  to  de¬ 
note  that  he  fhould  be  a  Terror  to  himfelf,  and  to  all  his 
Friends ;  and  foretold  that  he  lhould  be  led  Captive  to 
baby  Ion,  and  die  there,  cver.  3 — 6. 

:  15  Q.  How  did  Jeremiah’s  Patience  hold  out  under 
the  many  Injuries  he  received  ? 

A.  In  the  Main  he  continued  to  truftin  God,  but  once 

he  murmured  again!!  God,  refufed  to  prophecy,  and 
curled  the  Day  of  his  Birth,  'ver.  y _ 18. 

16  In  what  Manner  did  God  overcome  his  Mur¬ 
muring  and  his  Difobedience  ? 


‘  A-  I  he  Word  of  the  Lord  was  in  his  Heart  like  a 
burning  Fire  fhut  up  in  his  Bones,  and  he  could  not  for- 
bear  fpeaking,  <ver,  9. 

l7  Qi  did  Jeremiah  publilh  his  Prophecies  when 

he  could  not  appear  in  public  himfelf,  being  fhut  up  in 
Prifon  ?  or 


A.  He  commanded  Baruch  the  Scribe,  to  write  the 
Words  of  his  Prophecies  from  his  Mouth  in  a  Volume  of 
a  Book,  and  to  read  them  in  the  Ears  of  the  Peoplein 
tne  'Temple,  on  a  Fall:  day,  Jer.  xxxvi.  i« — ro. 

1 8  Cb  What  EfFeft  had  this  upon  Jehoiakim  the  King? 

■  A.  When  he  heard  of  it  he  fent  for  the  Volume, 
read  a  little  of  it,  cut  it  with  a  Pen-knife,  and  burnt  it 
in  the  hire,  and  then  fent  to  feize  Jeremiah  and  Baruch; 
but  God  by  his  kind  Providence  kept  them  hid  from  the 
King,  <ver.  20 — 26. 

•  l9  Qa  What  was  the  next  MefTage  from  God  to  Jere¬ 
A.  That  he  fhould  take  another  Volume,  and  that  Ba¬ 
ruch  fhould  write  cver  again  from  his  Mouth  the  fame 
Words,  and  many  others  of  the  fame  Import,  <ver.  27,  32. 

.20  What  did  Jeremiah  prophecy  concerning  Jehoa- 
haz,  the  Son  of  Jonah  King  of  Judah,  who  is  here  cal¬ 
led  Shallum  ? 

A.  T  hat  he  fhould  die  a  Captive  in  the  Land  of  Egypt 
jfer.  xtii.  11,  12.  2  Kings  xxiii.  31 — 34. 

2  i  What  did  he  fay  concerning  Jehoiakim  his  Bro¬ 
ther  ?  * 


A.  That 
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A  That  he  fhould  die  unlamented,  and  be  buried  like 
an  Afs,  drawn  and  call  out  beyond  the  Gates  of  Jerufalem 

Jer.  xxii.  18,  20.  ... 

22  What  did  he  pronounce  concerning  Jenoiachin, 

who  is  alfo  called  Jeconiah  and  Coniah  ? 

A.  That  he  fhould  die  in  a  flrange  Land,  and  none  of 
his  Seed  fhould  fit  on  the  Throne  of  Judah,  Jer .  xxii. 
24,-30.  and  he  accordingly  was  carried^  to  Babylon, 
and  lived  long  there,  and  theie  he  died,  Jei .  lii.  3  ^  • 

2  3  0^  What  advice  did  he  give  to  Zedekiah,  King 

of  Judah?  . 

A.  To  fubmit  willingly  to  the  Yoke  of  the  King  of 

Babylon,  that  both  he  and  his  People  might  meet  with 

better  Treatment,,^,  xxvii.  12,  18. 

24  How  did  the  falfe  Prophet  Hananiah  oppofe 

jeremiah  ? 

A.  He  took  the  Yoke  from  the  Prophet  Jeremiah's 
Neck,  which  probably  he  had  worn  for  fome  Years ; 
and  as  he  brake  it  he  declared  the  Lord  would  break  the 
Yoke  of  Nebuchadnezzar  in  two  Years  from  the  Neck8 
of  the  Nations,  Jer.  xxviii.  1 — 11. 

25  How  did  Jeremiah  anfwer  him  ? 

A.  That  God  had  appointed  Yokes  of  Iron  inftead  of 
Yokes  of  Wood,  for  all  the  Nations  to  ferve  the  King 
of  Babylon,  and  that  Hananiah  fhould  die  in  that  Year, 
for  his  Falfehood,  which  came  to  pafs  in  two  Months 
after,  <ver.  10 — 17, 

26  Among  ail  thefe  Predictions  of  Diftrefs,  did 
not  Jeremiah  prophecy  any  thing  comfortable  to  the  Na¬ 
tion  of  J  frael  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  foretold  the  Return  of  the  Jews  to  their 
own  Land  with  Joy,  after  feventy  Years  Captivity  ; 
and  he  encouraged  their  Faith  and  Hope  by  many  gracL 
ous  Promifes  of  the  Mefiiah  who  was  to  come,  chapter 

xxv,  xxix,  xxx,  and  xxxi. 

27  Q.  How  did  King  Zedekiah  deal  with  Jeremiah 
the  Prophet  when  Nebuchadnezzar  befieged  Jerufalem  ? 

A.  He  fhut  him  up  in  the  Court  of  the  Prifon  which 
was  in  the  King’s  Floufe,  becaufe  he  foretold  that  Jeru¬ 
falem  fhould  be  taken,  and  that  Zedekiah  the  King 
ihould  not  efcape,  but  be  cariiedto  Babylon,  Jer .  xxxii. 
1—5.  I  3  28  Qc  what 
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28  Ql  What  did  Jeremiah  do  in  Prifon  to  allure  then^ 
that  the.  Jews  fhould  return  from  Captivity,  and  poflefa 
the  Cities  of  Judah  again  ? 

#  ‘®y  exprefs  Order  from  God  he  bought  a  Field  of 

Ms  Coufin  Hananeel,  paid  him  the  Money,  fubfcribed 
the  Evidence,  and  fealed  it  before  Witnefles,  as  an  Em- 
b!em  and  Pledge  of  what  fhould  be  done  in  jerufalem 
hereafter,  <ver.  6, — 16,  44. 

29  What  did  Jeremiah  do  when  he  was  at  Liberty? 

A.  He  endeavoured  to  flee  ouc  of  Jerufalem,  but  he 

was  feized  by  the  Guard  upon  Sufpicion  of  falling  away 
to  the  Chaldeans,  and  he  was  thruft  down  into  a  Dunge¬ 
on  by  the  Princes,  becaufe  he  prophefled  the  Definition 
of  the  City,  chap,  xxxvii.  1 1 — 16.  and  xxxviiL  1 _ 6. 

30  What  Relief  did  the  Prophet  And  here  ? 

A.  When  he  funk  in  the  Mire,  Ebedmelech  the  Ethi¬ 
opian,  a  Servant  in  the  King’s  Houfe,  drew  him  up 
with  Ropes,  by  I,eave  from  the  King  j  and  he  remained 
in  the  Court  of  the  Prifon  till  the  City  was  taken,  mer 
7—14 

31  What  Favour  did  God  fhew  to  Ebedmelech  on 
this  Account  ? 

A.  He  affured  him  he  fhould  not  die  by  the  Sword, 
but  his  Life  fhould  be  given  him  becaufe  he  trulied  in  the 
Lord,  Jer.  xxxix.  16. 

3  2  OL  When  Zedekiah  the  King  fent  for  Jeremiah, 
what  Meflage  had  he  from  God  ? 

A.  He  repeated  his  Advice  to  the  King  of  Judah,  to 
go  forth  and  fubmit  to  the  King  of  Babylon,  in  order  tQ 
fave  himfelf  and  the  City,  ver.  1  ^y&c. 

33  Q*  Did  the  King  hearken  to  his  Advice  ? 

A.  No,  he  did  not  obey  the  Prophet,  fo  the  City  was 
taken  and  burnt,  the  Princes  of  Judah  were  flain.  and 
the  King’s  Sons  were  put  to  Death  before  his  Eyes  : 
Then  the  King  had  his  Eyes  put  out,  and  he  was  carried, 
in  Chains  to  Babylon,  and  died  there,  Cjcr.  xxxix.  1— — 
10.  and  lii.  8 — 1 1. 

Note,  Then  was  fulfilled  the  Prophecy  of  Ezekiel  con¬ 
cerning  Zedekiah,  chap.  xii.  13.  1  will  bring  him  ta 

Babylon.  the  Land  of  the  Chaldeans  ;  yet  fall  he  not 
it,  though  he  fall  die  there. 


34  0^  What 
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34  What  became  of  Jeremiah  after  the  City  was 

taken  ?  • 

A.  Nebuchadnezzar  gave  order  to  the  Officers  of  his. 

Army  to  take  Care  of  him  ;  and  to  give  him  his  Liberty 
to  go where  he  pleafed,  Jer.  xxxix.  u.  andxh  4,  5. 

2  r  n  Whither  did  Jeremiah  choofe  to  go  ? 

A.  He  chofe  to  contiune  in  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  and  pat 
himfelf  under  the  prote&ion  of  Gedaliah,  whom  the 
King  of  Babylon  made  Governor  in  the  Land,  <ver.  6, 

* -  5  Q.  Did  Jeremiah  continue  under  his  prote£bon  ? 

A.  Gedaliah.  was  quickly  flain  by  a  Fa&ion  raifed  by 
Iffimael ;  and  Ilhmael  alfo  was  put  to  flight  by  another 
Fa&ion  under  the  Command  of  Jobanan,  Jer.  xl.  4** 

V  Q.  What  did  Jobanan  do  with  Jeremiah  ? 

A,  He  carried  him  and  a  Multitude  of  the  People  into 
E*ypt,  in  dire&  oppofleion  to  the  advice  which  Jeremiah 
gave  him  from  the  Lord,  chap .  xlii,  and  xliii. 

38  What  did  Jeremiah  do  in  the  Land  of  Egypt  ? 

A.  He  feverely  reproved  the  Jews  for  their  Idolatry 

there  ;  he  denounced  ruin  upon  them ;  he  took  great 
Stones  and  hid  them  in  the  Clay  at  the  Entrance  of  Pha¬ 
raoh  the  King  of  Egypt’s  palace,  and  foretold,  that  Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar  fliould  conquer  Egypt,  and  fhould  fet  hi* 
Throne  upon  thafe  Stones,  Jer.  xliii.  9,  10. 

39  Among  the  feveral  Prophecies  againfl;  the  Nati¬ 
ons  round  about,  did  not  Jeremiah  foretel  the  DeAru£ti- 
on  of  Babylon  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  pronounced  the  fevere  Judgments  of  God 

againfl  Babylon,  who  had  plundered  Jerufalem  in  a  no¬ 
fable  and  dreadful  Manner,  as  Ifaiah  did  before  him  ;  all 
which  were  eminently  fulfilled  partly  when  Cyrus  the 
Perflan  took  the  City  of  Babylon,  and  partly  in  follow¬ 
ing  Times,  Jer.  1,  andli. 

40  What  Emblem  or  Pledge  did  Jeremiah  give  of 

the  Accomplifliment  of  this  Prophecy  ? 

A.  He  wrote  in  a  Book  all  thefe  Threatnings,  and 
bid  Seraiah,  one  of  the  Jewifli  Capdvcs,  read  it  when  he 
came  to  Babylon,  then  bind  a  Stone  to  it,  and  caft  it  into 
the  River  Euphrates,  and  fay,  Thus  Jhall  Babylon  finky 

■and  Jhall  never  rij'e  again ,  Jer.  li.  59  — 64 

;  14  CHAP 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

The  History  p/*  Daniel. 
>  Q-  XAT  H  O  was  Daniel  ? 


2  Q,  How  was  he  difpofed  of  in  Babylon  ? 

A  Daniel  and  his  Fellows,  Shadnch,  Melliach,  and 
Abednego,  were  appointed  to  be  nourilhed  by  the  King’s 
Provifion,  and  to  be  trained  up  in  the  Learning  of  the 
Chaldeans,  that  in  three  Years  Time  they  might  Hand 
before  the  King,  *ver.  5,  6. 

3  And  did  they  being  Jews,  eat  of  the  King’s  Pro- 
vihon,  which  was  prepared  after  the  manner  of  the  Hea¬ 


thens  ? 


A.  No  ;  they  chofe  to  be  fed  with  Pulfe  and  Water , 
rather  than  defile  themfelves  with  the  King’s  Meat,  yer, 
8 — 14. 

4  Q*  How  did  they  thrive  by  it? 

A.  Their  Countenances  appeared  fairer,  and  their  af- 
peft  was  better  approved  by  Melzar,  who  took  Care  of 
them,  than  the  reil  who  fed  on  Royal  Dainties,  rver.  13. 

5  How  did  they  approve  themfelves  when  they 
were  called  before  the  King  r 

A.  The  King  found  them  far  wifer  and  better  than  all 
the  Aftrologers  and  Magicians  in  his  Kingdom.  cver.  20. 

6  What  was  the  fir  ft  fpecial  Occalion  of  Daniel’s 
Advancement  at  Court? 

A.  Nebuchadnezzar  dreamed  a  Dream  which  much 
troubled  him,  yet  he  forgot  it  in  the  Morning  ;  and 
lent  Ordeis  to  deflroy  all  tne  wife  Aden  and  Afrologers, 
becaufe  they  could  not  tell  him  both  the  Dream  and  the 
Interpretation  thereof,  Dan.  ii.  1 — 13 

7  How  did  Daniel  obtain  this  fecret  from  God  ? 

A.  He  engaged  himfelf  and  his  three  Companions, 

Shadrach,  Mefliach,  and  Abednego,  in  Prayer  to  the 
God  of  Heaven,  that  he  would  reveal  this  Secret  to  them 
that  they  might  not  all  perifh  together  with  the  Ailrolo- 


geis^ 
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„ers,  whom  the  King  had  doomed  to  Death,  Dan.  u. 

g  What  was  this  Dream  which  Daniel  rehearfed 

before  the  King  ?  ...  T 

A.  There  anpeared  a  bright  and  terrible  Image.  \Nhoie 

Head  was  Gold,  his  Bread  and  Arms  of  Silver,  his 

Belly  and  Thighs  of  Brafs,  his  Legs  of  Iron,  and  his 

Feet  part  of  IrSn  and  part  of  Clay,  which  was  daflied  to 

Pieces  by  a  Stone,  and  the  Stone  became  a  N.cuntam, 

and  filled  the  whole  Earth,  vir.  3 1—3  5 * 
q  n  What  wa*  the  Interpretation  of  it  ? 

A  It  fienifies  the  four  great  Monarchies  of  the  World, 
namely,  the  Adyrian,  the  Perfian,  the  Grecian,  and 
the  Roman,  which  fhould  deftroy  one  another  in  Succeffi 
on  ;  and  the  lad  of  them  fhould  be  defiroyed  by  the 
Kingdom  of  Chrid,  which  fhould  fpread  through  the 

Earth  and  remain  forever,  ver.  3 1 — 45* 

10  What  Honours  did  Nebuchadnezzar  bedow  on 

Daniel  on  this  Occafion  ? 

A.  He  acknowledged  the  Supremacy  of  the  God  of 
Daniel,  he  made  Daniel  Ruler  over  Babylon,  and  at  his 
Requed  made  Shadrach,  Meihach,  and  Abednego, 

Officers  under  him,  w.  46 — 49. 

11  What  became  of  Shadrach,  Meihach,  and  A- 

bednego?  r#  . 

A.  Notwithdandlng  the  Honcur  the  King  had  given 
them,  yet  they  were  cad  into  a  fiery  Furnace,  becaufe 
they  would  not  worfhip  a  huge  gold  image,  which  King 
Nebuchadnezzar  had  fet  up,  Dan.'ni.i — *21. 

12  What  remarkable  Providence  attended  their 

being  cad  into  the  Furnace  ? 

A.  The  King  being  enraged  at  them  for  rcfunng  boldly 
to  worfliip  this  Image,  commanded  the  b  urnace  to  be 
made  feven  Times  hotter,  even  to  fucli  a  Degree  that  the 
Flame  flew  the  Men  that  cad  them  into  it,  wr.  22. 

1 3  Q.  How  were  they  faved  in  the  fiery  Furnace  ? 

A.  Though  thefe  three  Men  were  cad  into  the  Furnace 
bound,  and  fell  down  in  the  Fire,  yet  prefenily  afterward 
the  King  faw  four  Men  loofc  walking  in  the  hire,  and 
they  had  no  Hurt ;  and  the  Form  of  the  fourth  was  like 
the  Son  of  God,  w,  23,  24,  25.  that  is  fame  glorious 

perfon. 
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perfon,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  could  not  better  defrrih. 
Z  n  3  tVenX  Efi,‘g-  a  Son  of  God. 

A  had  this  uP°n  the  King  ? 

m««  Sd  tr„  i°j?”  ir// '!»Fd  r*'  K*"d 

and  made  a  Decree  that  nn  m,,,  n,  ,?e, t0  deliver  them 

God  of  the  Jews  w  zslzg  ^  thc 

Dmi.?T„Sretrller  Dream  °f  Nebuchadnezzar’s  did 

cu4^ie-»dTPfatallrand  rPread;ng  Tree  that  was 
tL  ;V  r  ,  ;heftumP°f  u  was  left  in  the  Earth,  and 

5K  *■ 

from  ^!ia^Ne|ruc^dnezza0rn ; thlf Kk^iouM ‘ bedriveo 
from  his  ivingdom,  Ihould  run  mad,  and  dwell  feven 
Years  witn  the  Beads  of  the  Earth,  and  then  be  reftored 
to  ^  Reafon  and  his  Kingdom  again,  <ver.  i9—27. 
l7  ^  How  Toon  was  this  fulfilled  ?  *  / 

fU  thr  ,>'l?d,0t' twdlre  M°n^  he  was  walking  in 

Ma/eftv"  andBthb>  °n;  *nd  filing  ofhis  Grandeur fnd 
r.J  J’  and  ji,ere  RHa  Voice  from  Heaven,  that  his 

Me^  PAnTl  PTd’,  annd  h£  ft°U,d  be  dnVe„  from 
Men  And  immediately  he  was  feized  with  Madnefs 

»nd  the  Sentence  was  executed  upon  him,  and  he  fled 
thTn  p°Cn‘y  0f  Men’  and  hcrded  with  the  Beads  in 

t?  !i8  Qi.  ^e^chadnezzar  do  at  feven  Year’s 

A.  He  did  further  Honours  to  the  God  of  Heaven 

and  w  'J  fKf  Hm°ry  °f  himfelf>  and  thefe  Signs 
and  Wonders  of  the  great  God,  throughout  all  his  Do- 
minions,  wr.  1 — 3, 

,  r9  mT  What  lN'0t;ce  wfs  uken  of  Daniel  in  the  Time 
of  Bellhazzar,  the  Grand  fon  of  Nebuchadnezzar? 

A.  He  was  fe nt  for  to  Court  to  read  and  interpret  three 

or  four  Words  which  were  written  upon  the  Wall  by  the 

Apparition  of  a  Hand  while  Belfhazzar  was  feiftW 
Dan.  v.  5 — 1 6. 

20  Cf  What  was  there  in  Belfliazzar’s  Feaft  that  emi* 
ncntly  provoked  God  again!*  him  ? 


. 
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A  He  and  his  Nobles  drank  in  the  holy  Veffels  that 
were  taken  out  of  the  Temple  of  ?od  at  Jerufakm^  and 
at  the  fame  Time  they  pratfed  their  Gods  ot  Gold  an 

Silver,  of  Wood  and  Stone,  Dan.  v.  1— A  .  . 

21  Qj,  What  was  the  Meaning  or  this  Writing  aga 

thAWThat  God  had  finilhed  Belfhazzar’s  Kingdom,  and 
given  it  to  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  w.  25—28. 

&  22  O  What  Honour  was  done  to  Daniel  t 

A.  He  was  immediately  clothed  in  Scarlet  with  a 
Chain  of  Gold,  and  made  the  third  Ruler  in  the  King- 

q.  When  was  this  Sentence  executed  on  Bellhaz- 

ZaiA.  He  was  (lain  that  very  Night,  by  the  Army  under 
the  Command  of  Cyrus  the  General,  who,  after  a  long 
Siege  took  the  City  Babylon  and  the  Kingdom  was 
trandated  to  Darius  the  Mede,  tfte  Emperor  ot  the  Medes 

111 24  Q^Did  Daniel  lofe  his  Preferment  by  the  Change 

°f  AC  No^foT  Darius  fet  Daniel  overall  the  hundred  and 
twenty  Prir.ces,  and  made  him  Crft  of  the  three  Presents 

25  q!  How  did  the  Envy  of  the  Prefidents  and  the 

Princes  perfecute  him  on  this  Occafion  ?  , 

A  They  knew  that  Daniel  would  pray  to  his  God, 
and  they  perfuaded  King  Darius  to  iign  a  Decree,  that  if 
any  Man  ihould  aik  a  Petition  of  any  God  or  Man  for 
thirty  Days,  befides  of  the  King  himfelf,  he  fhould  be 

call  into  the  Lion’s  Den,  <ver.  4-  9.  . 

26  What  did  Daniel  do  when  he  heard  of  this  De- 

cree  ? 

A.  He  went  to  his  Houfe,  and  the  Windows  being 
open  toward  Jerufalem,  he  prayed  to  his  God  three 
Times  a  Day,  according  to  his  Cuttom,  ver.  10. 

27  What  was  the  Confequence  of  this  ? 

A.  Though  the  King  himfelf  was  lorry  tor  his  Decree 
and  tried  all  Means  to  lave  Daniel,  yet  his  Enemies  pre- 
yatled  to  have  him  call  into  the  Den  of  Lions,  becaufe 
the  Laws  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians  were  not  to  be  altered 
'  <ver>  11 — 17.  28  & 
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/or2Da^ielTherem  didthe  Ki"B  furtherfhsw  hu  Concern 
A  Hf  pa®d  t!l.e  Night  without  Mufic  or  Sleep  he 

S3  JS? »  i?i£r£  ,~si  f 

!£*-*•  Li»“-  “»• 
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f,  A7-  He  them  with  their  Wives  and  Children  into 
],  "  .11  ih.i,  Bones  i„medi.«e 

~<&'Sl^eSJ2r4  “  D"“  *>»  » *• 

s”*'"”-  *•  «- 

.he  HMo  *‘o“ £«  J0*"  "0li  "“'kaM'  Things  in 

A  The  Vifions  which  he  faw,  the  excellent  Prayer- 
which  he  made  for  the  Reftoration  oFthe  Jews  from  Cap’ 

vSgS  l!"  °'h"  Propl'“i"- 

f  f  What  were  fome  ofhis  Vifions  and  Prophecies? 

,  Z fZ  £®S  aad  Representations  of  the  four  Monar- 

pIUe,S  °f. the  W  orld>.  and  of  £he  Kingdom  of  Chrilt ;  and 
1  rtdifhons  concerning  future  Events  among  the  lews, 

and  other  Nations  of  the  Earth  ;  fome  of  which  are  ex- 

prefied  lo  plainly,  that  the  Enemies  of  the  Bible  Puppo'e 

them  to  be  written  after  thofe  Events  came  topafs,  chap, 
vii.  and  via.  and  xi.  r  r 

33  ^  What  remarkable  anfwer  did  Daniel  receive  to 
this  ^xcel.eiu  i  rayer  of  his  for  the  Reftoration  of  the 

A  The  Angel  Gabriel  was  ordered  to  fly  fwiftly,  and 
to  inform  him  ofhis  own  Acceptance  with  God  ;  of  the 
Commandment  of  the  Kings  ofPerfia  to  rebuild  the  holy 
City  ;  of  the  1  ime  of  the  Coming,  and  the  Death  of  the 
Mefliah  to  take  away  the  Sins  of  Men ;  and  of  the  fecond 
Dcfcruchon  of  Jermalem,  Dan.  ix.  20 _ ^7 

•34  iQ\  W;'at  oth£r  tminent  Prophecies  did  Daniel  re- 
ceive  by#his  Converie  with  Angels? 


A.  Befidei 
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A.  Befides  the  various  Events  relating  ta  this  World 
he  had  fome  prediftions  concerning  the  Uinlban  Church 
and  its  Troubles,  and  the  Period  of  them  ;  concerning 
the  Refurredtion  of  the  Dead,  Everlaftmg  Life,  and 
Verlafting  Punithment,  chap .  xii. 

C  H  A  P.  XVIlf. 


i  Q 


The  History  of  Esther. 

tITHO  was  Efther?  . 

VV  A*  A  beautiful  young  Jewifh  Virgin, 

whofe  Anceftors  were  carried,  captive  by  the  King  ot  Ba¬ 
bylon,  in  the  Days  of  Jcconiah,  King  of  Judah,  Eft  jet 

ii.  5,6. 

2  Q.  Where  was  the  Educated  ? 

A .  She  was  brought  up  in  Shufhan,  the  Palace  of  the 
King  of  Perfia,  by  Mordecai  her  Firft-coufm,  for  her 

Father  and  Mother  were  dead,  <ver.  7. 

-2  Q.  To  what  Honour  was  flie  advanced  ? 

J  Kin*  Ahafuerus  took  her  into  his  Royal  Houfc, 

and  made  her  Queen  in  the  Room  of  his  former  Queen, 

Vaftiti,  ever .  16,  17.  , 

Note ,  This  Ahafuerus  is  fuppofedby  Dr.  Przdeaux,  and 
that  with  great  Probability,  to  be  that  lccond  A>ta~ 
xerxes  Kine  of  Perfia ,  who  was  called  Longimanus; 
and  who,  perhaps,  being  influenced  by  Efther  and 
-  Mordecai ,  gave  a  Decree  for  Ezra  to  promote  the 
Building  of  the  Temple  at  Jerufalem,  after  the  Capti¬ 
vity  in  Babylon.  See  Chap.  X 1 1 1  -  Qu*  Q*  ar.d  I3" 

4  Q*  What  was  the  Occaflon  ot  h  aftoti  s  Difgrace  ? 

A.  When  the  King  had  made  a  moft  magnificent  Haft 

for  all  his  Nobles  and  Princes,  he  fent  for  Vaftiti  to  fhew 
the  Princes  her  Beauty  and  to  grace  the  Fcflival,  bat  me 

refufed  to  come,  Efther  i.  10 — 12. 

5  Qc  What  fervice  did  Mordecai  do  for  tiie  -vmg, 
which  laid  a  Foundation  for  his  future  Advancement? 

A.  He  gave  Information  againft  two  of  the  Chamber¬ 
lains  who  had  cor-fpired  againll  the  King,  upon  which,  they 
were  tried  and  hanged,  Efther  ii.  21 — 23 

6  Who  was  made  the  King’s  chief  Favourite  a 

little  after  this  Time  ? 


l 
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EftheX °f  the  SCed  °f  Ag3g  *he  AmaIekite. 

7  herein  did  Mordecai  offend  Haman  ? 

A.  fie  refilled  to  bow  before  him,  and  do  Reverence 
to  htm,  as  the  King  s  Servants  did  at  Court,  <uer.  2. 

a  Har?arVa.ttempt  t0  reven£e  himfelf? 

7  Per[uadm2  the  King  to  fend  Orders  to  deftroy 
the  Ms  that  were  in  all  his  Dominions,  w.  6,  &J. 

9 V7at  dld  Mordecai  do  on  this  Occafion  ? 

ddlred  Ellher  the  Queen  to  venture  into  the 
K.ng  s  Prefence,  though  ihe  were  not  called,  in  order  to 
petition  the  King  for  the  Lives  of  her  People  the  Jew*, 


10  Did  E fiber  comply  with  this  Requeft  ? 

A:  Though  fhe  knew  it  was  Death  by  the  Law  to  ven¬ 
ture  into  the  King’s  Prefence,  unlefs  he  held  out  his  gol¬ 
den  Sceptre  to  her,  yet  having  firlt  failed  and  prayed  to 
God  three  Days,  and  appointed  the  Jews  in  Shufhan  to 
tait  and  pray,  hie  ventured  to  approach  the  King,  Efth & 


11  Qv  What  Succefs  did  Queen  Ellher  find  ? 

A.  The  King  held  out  his  golden  Sceptre  to  her,  and 
prom  1  fed  to  grant  her  Requell,  even  to  the  half  of  his 
Kingdom,  Eft  her  v.  1 — 3. 

12^.  What  was  Ehher’s  firh  Requell  to  the  King  ? 

A.  That  the  King  and  Haman  would  come  to  a  Ban¬ 
quet  which  the  Queen  had  prepared  for  them ;  which 
Requel t  alio  Ihe  repeated  the  next  Day,  Eft  her  v.  3  —  8. 

1 3  ip.  How  was  Haman  employed  on  that  Day  r 

A.  He  rejoiced  at  the  Invitation  that  Ellher  gave  him 
and  fet  up  a  Gallows  for  Mordecai  fifty  Cubits  high' 
expecting  that  at  his  Defire  the  King  would  order  Morde¬ 
cai  to  be  hanged  thereon,  <ver.  9 _ 14. 

H  How  did  the  King  pals  the  Time  that  Night  f 

A,  Lie  could  not  Peep,  and  he  had  the  Book  of  Re- 
cotds  read  to  entertain  him,  wherein  was  written,  Mor- 
decai’s  Information  of  the  Confpiracy  againll  the  King 
Eft  her  vi.  1,  2.  6' 


1  ?  Q.  What  Effed  had  this  on  the  King  ? 

A-  When  he  enquired  and  found  that  Mordecai  had 
received  no  Recompmce  for  his  Faithfulnefs,  he  order- 


ed 
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ed  Haman  to  array  him  in  Royal  Apparei  to  fet  him  on 
the  King’s  own  Horfe,  and  do  the  higheft  Hono 
him  in  a  public  Proceffion  through  the  city,  ver.  6— u. 
1 6  In  what  remarkable  Hour  did  Haman  receive 

this  Order  from  the  King  ?  p 

A.  At  that  very  Time  when  he  was  come  to  Court  to 

fpeak  to  the  King  to  hang  Mordecai  on  the  Gallows  ho 

had  fet  up,  ver.  4,  5*  ^  .1  _ 

,,q  When  the  King  and  Haman  were  come  to  the 

Banquet:  what  was  Queen  Efther’s  further  Requell  ? 

A.  That  the  Nation  of  the  Jews,  which  were  her 
Kindred,  might  be  delivered  from  the  general  Mill  acre 
that  Haman  had  contrived  for  them.  Eft  her  vn.  i— 7.  _ 

1 8  What  Change  of  Affairs  enlued  on  this  r etiti- 


on  to  the  King? 

A.  The  King  commanded  Haman  to  be  hanged  on  the 
Gallows  he  had  prepared  for  Mordecai ;  he  put  Morde¬ 
cai  into  Haman’s  Place  at  Court  ;  and  fent  Orders 
throughout  his  Dominions  for  the  Jews  to  defend  them- 

felves,  Efiher  vii.  9,  10.  and  viii.  1  17* 

19  Q.  Why  was  not  the  Order  for  the  Slaughter  of  the 

jews  rather  rever fed  ? 

A .  Becaufe  what  is  written  in  the  King’s  Name,  and 
fealed  with  his  Ping,  could  not  be  reverfed,  according 
to  the  Laws  of  the  Government,  ver.  8.  and  God  order¬ 
ed  it  thus  in  his  Providence,  for  the  public  Deftruaion 


of  their  Enemies. 

20  CL  How  did  the  Jews  defend  themfelvcs  in  the 
Day  defigned  for  their  general  Slaughter  ? 

A.  They  flew  feventy  five  thoufand  of  thofe  that  rofe 
WP  aSain^I  them,  and  the  ten  Sons  of  Haman  among  the 
*  reft,  Efiher  ix.  1 — 16. 

21  Q.  What  Memorial  of  this  great  Deliverance  was 

preferved  amongft  the  Jews  ? 

A.  All  the  Jews  agreed,  by  and  with  the  Authority 
Of  Either  and  Mordecai,  to  keep  the  14th  and  15  th  Day 
of  the  Month  Adar,  every  Year,  as  a  Day  of  Thanki- 
giving  for  this  Salvation,  ver.  20 — 32. 

22  What  was  the  Name  of  this  Feftival  ? 

A .  Tnefe  two  Days  were  called  the  Days  of  Purim, 
from  Pur,  which  fignifics  a  Lot ;  becaufe  Haman  had 

call 


. 

. 
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5fn^°tS  ^r>a  faperilitious  Manner,  to  find  out  what 

j)  •  c  °r  ?aJ  ™RS  *he  mcft  lucky  to  execute  his  Bloody 
Device  agamit  the  Jews,  Eftber  ix.  a6,  27.  and  iii.  7.  Y 

count  Thin  d°er  thlS  ^0jy  a??e^  ^  be  atrueAc- 
count  ot  Things,  fince  there  is  not  the  leaf*  Hlni-  , 

“■‘S  w»»?f  i,  ,hc  Name  of  God  ” 

A  Becaufe  it  is  delivered  down  to  ns  among  the  feed 
Writings  by  the  Jews  themfelves,  who  we  the  Keepers 

t  t'Jp  °f  <f/’  ii!-  2-  Aild  b£«ufe  t 

heaft  ot  Punm  is  obferved  by  the  lews  to  this  Dav  In 
Memory  of  this  Deliverance/  J  °  Y> 


J  he  End  of  the  Histories  of  the 
Old  Testament. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

A  Continuation  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Government  and 
Church  of  the  Jews,  from  the  End  of  the  Old  Telia- 
ment,  to  the  'Times  a/'Christ. 

INTRODUCTION. 

THE  learned  Dr.  Prideaux  hath  written  two  large 
and  valuable  Volumes,  which  he  calls  the  Connexi¬ 
on  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Old  and  New  Ted  ament  ;  wherein 
he  gives  us  an  Account  of  all  the  moll  credible  Things, 
that  he  can  find  in  ancient  Hiftorians,  relating  to  the 
Tews  and  their  Cuftoms,  as  well  as  their  Hiftory,  during 
that  Period  of  Time  between  the  End  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment  and  the  Beginning  of  the  New  :  He  intermingles 
alfo  a  large  Colleftion  of  Hiftorical  Matters  relating  to 
Perfia>  Babylon,  Egypt ,  Syria,  Afia  Minor,  Greece,  Romr, 
and  all  the  more  known  and  remarkable  Nations  of  the 
Earth,  wherein  the  great  Affairs  of  the  four  Monarchies 
of  the  World  were  tranfafted.  This  renders  his  Work  a 
little  too  tedious  to  thofe  who  expected  nothing  more 
than  a  mere  Continuation  of  the  Jewifh  Hiftory  to  the 
Times  of  our  Saviour. 

Now  it  is  only  a  very  brief  Abftraft  of  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Jews  which  I  endeavour  here  to  fee  before  the  Reader, 
that  he  may  gain  a  little  Acquaintance  with  the  Affairs  of 
the  Jews,  or  the  Church  of  God,  from  the  Days  of  A  che- 
miah,  when  Scripture-Hiftory  ends,  to  the  Beginning  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  the  Times  of  Chrift.  A  great  Part  of  it 
muft  be  taken  originally  from  Jofephus ,  the  Jewifh  Hif- 
torian,  and  from  the  Books  of  Maccabees ,  whom  I  have 
confuted  upon  this  Occafion  ;  but  I  have  borrowed  much 
further  Light  and  Afiiftance  from  Dr.  Prideaux  in  this 
Matter,  whofe  laborious  Colle&ion  from  Heathen  Writ¬ 
ers,  and  his  judicious  Determination  in  many  dubious 
Points,  has  rendered  his  Work  more  compleat  and  accu¬ 
rate,  and  mine  more  eafy. 
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Synagogues,  Tarcums,  Chap.  Xl£, 

•>tCT.  I.  Of  Ne  hem  I  ah’s  further  Reformation,  Sv- 
nagogues,  Targums,  Samaritans,  Profeiytes,  &c. 

This  Chapter  being  fo  long,  the  Queftions  of  each 
Sedtion  fhall  be  numbered  apart. 

1  ^  further  Reformation  did  Nehemiat 

VV  make  in  Ifrael  P 

A.  It  is  reported  by  the  Jews,  that  he  himfelf,  toge- 
;her  with  Ezra  the  Scribe,  having  found  a  great  Want 
of  the  Knowledge  of  the  Law  among  the  People,  did 
about  this  1  ime  appoint  the  reading  of  the  Law  in  the 
leveral  1  owns  and  Cities  :  And  on  this  Occafion,  it  is 
juppoled,  that  Synagogues  bejan  to  be  built  throughout 
the  Land,  or  at  leaft  to  be  reftored  and  renewed,  if  there 
had  been  any  built  before. 

2  ^  Where  were  the  Synagogues  to  be  built  ? 

.  According  to  the  Account  which  the  Jews  have 
given  us,  they  might  be  built  in  any  Town  wherefoever 
they  couid  hnd  ten  Perfons  of  full  Age,  and  of  fuch  Con¬ 
dition  and  eafy  Circumftances  of  Life,  as  to  be  always  at 
Leiiure  to  attend  the  Service.  J 

3  What  was  the  Service  performed  in  the  Syna¬ 
gogues  ?  7 

A.  Prayer  and  I  raifes  to  God  ,Aeading  the  holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  Preaching  and  Expounding  them. 

4  In  what  Manner  were  the  Scriptures  expounded  ? 
A.  The  Jews  and  their  Pofterity  having  loft  much  of 

their  own  Language  in  Babylon ,  did  not  lo  well  under¬ 
hand  the  Scriptures  in  the  Hebrtnv  Tongue  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  when  Ezra  read  the  Law  to  the  People,  the  Senfe 
was  given  to  them  in  Chaldee ,  by  many  Levites  who 
Hood  by.  and  cavfed  them  to  underfland  the  reading, 
Nehem.  viii.4— 8.  And  this  Manner  of  reading  the 
Scripture,  Verfe  by  Verfe,  and  tranftating  it  into  the 
Chaldee ,  with  fome  little  Paraphrafe  upon  it,  was  the 
Manner  of  Expounding  ufed  in  the  ancient  Synagogues. 
Note,.  1.  This  was  the  original  of  the  Jcwifh  lar^ums, 
which  Word  in  Chaldee  fignifies  an  Interpret attn  — ^ 
For  when  Synagogues  were  multiplied  among  the 
Jews,  beyond  the  Number  of  able  Interpreters,  “it  be¬ 
came 
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came  neceffary  that  fuch  Tranflations  of  the  Hebrew 
into  Chaldee  lhould  be  made,  for  the  Ufc  of  the  T  each- 
crs  and  the  People  ;  and  that  in  private  Families  alio, 

as  well  as  in  Synagogues.  ' 

There  were  anciently  many  of  thefe  largums,  o* 
Tranflations,  or  Expositions,  and  that  upon  different 
Parts  of  Sciipture,  and  of  different  Sorts  ;  as  there 
were  alfo  many  different  Vcrfions  of  the  Scripture  into 
Greek,  in  following  Ages,  for  the  fame  Purpofes  — 
Several  of  thefe  Targums  are  loft,  through  lengtn  ot 
Time  ;  but  the  chief  of  thofe  which  remain  to  this 
Day,  is  the  Targum  or  Chaldee  Paraphrafe  of  Onkelos, 
upon  the  Law  of  Mo/es  ;  and  the  Targum  of  Jonathan 
Ben  Uzziel,  upon  the  Prophets :  Both  which,  fome 
learned  Men  fuppofe  to  be  written  hefore  Chrift  ;  and 
are  by  the  Jews  valued  as  equal  to  the  Hebrew  i  ext. 
As  for  the  J erufalem  1'argum ,  it  is  an  Expoiition  upon, 
the  Law;  and  others  are  on  different  Parts  of  Scrip¬ 
ture;  but  they  are  all  of  lefs  Efteem,  and  of  much 
later  Date.  But  neither  the  one  nor  the.  other  of  the 
Targums  were  much  known  to  the  primitive  Chriftian. 
Writers,  though  thefe  Expofitions  greitly  favour  the 
Chriftian  Caufe. 

Note ,  2.  Among  the  Jews,  the  Books  of  JoJbua, 
Judges,  Samuel,  and  Kings,  &c.  are  fometimes  called 
the  former  Prophets  ;  and  the  Books  of  Ifaiah,  Jere¬ 
miah,  Ezekiel,  and  the  twelve  minor  Prophets,  are  cal¬ 
led  the  latter  Prophets  j  but  they  are  all  called  the 
Prophets  :  Thus  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  make  up 
"the  whole  Bible. 

Note,  3.  That  there  are  in  Daniel  two  hundred  Verfes 
of  the  Bible  written  originally  in  Chaldee ,  and  flxty- 
feven  in  Ezra>  and  one  Verfe  in  Jeremiah,  namely, 
ever.  1 1.  Chap.  x.  And  fome  fuppofe,  for  this  Rea- 
fon,  there  is  no  Targum  on  Daniel  and  Ezra  ;  nei¬ 
ther  indeed  is  there  on  Nekemiab,  though  that  Book 
be  called  Hebrew. 

5  What  were  the  Times  appointed  for  this  Service 
in  the  Synagogues  ? 

A.  Two  Days  in  the  Week,  befides  the  Sabkath  and 
their  other  Fcftivals :  The  Law  being  divided  into  fo 

many 
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many  Sections  or  LelTons  as  there  are  Weeks  in  their 

tTie^tWe)I  rffd  haltf  Lellon  on  Monday  Morning,  and 
lf  r„klf,°“  Th“rfd°y  Morning /and  thiffiuL 
hole  Leflon  they  read  on  the  Sabbath,  both  Morning- 
and  Afternoon,  Ads  xv.  *  i .  We  are  told  that  readinl 
the  Law  was  a  Cullom  of  ancient  Times  on  the  Sabbath^ 
and  when  reading  of  the  Prophets  was  added  to  that  of 
he/Lf'V’^cy  obferved  the  fame  Order  in  it. 

thr  S°UrS.  °f  their  dai,7  Prayer  ? 

-„y ;  At  /  ,TJm.e  of  Morning  and  Evening  Sacrifice 
and  Incenfe,  Luke  t.  9,  to.  Aits  iii.  , .  Whife  Zachari! 

as  #r/«g  /»<**/*,  the  People  were  praying  in  the 

f“„  LTir  t  F”i  “  ??“  lh,=>'  eonformrf  their 
t  rayers  in  the  Temple,  and  in  their  Synagogues  and 

ufually  too  in  their  own  Houfes.  8  8  nd 

Note,  The  Jews  fuppofed  that  the  offering  un  of  the  dai¬ 
ly  Sacrifices,  and  the  burning  of  Incenfe'at  the  fame 

t{™e*  W.ere  iefiSfd  t0  render  God  propitious  to 
them,  and  make  their  Prayeis  acceptable;  and  for 

„eafon  th®7  conformed  their  Times  of  Prayer  to 
hefe  Hours.  So  Dawd  prays,  Pfalm  cxli.  2.  Let  my 
Pi  ayer  be  fet  forth  before  thee  as  Incenfe,  &c.  And 
Re-v.  via  4  5  .—And  the  Smoke  of  the  Incenfe  which 
came  with  the  Prayer  of  the  Saints,  afcended  up  before 
God  out  of  the  Angel’s  Hands.  f  1 

thefe  mo1?*'1  thC/  any  °tber  Seafon  cf  prayer  befides 

A.  The  Jews  inform  us,  that  befides  thefe  they  had  a 

l  raP“  at  ,he.  B°g‘nning  of  Night,  while  the  ETenino- 
Sacrifice  was  left  burning  on  the  Altar.  Thus,  by  their 
three  1  rayers  in  a  Day,  they  imitated  the  Ancients;— 
Dawd  prayed  Morning,  Noon,  and  Evening,  Pfalm 

K  ©7‘  J -re®  Tiraes  a  Day>  Dan.  vi.  10. 

i  /:r/  h,°,  mi"lftcrcd  m  th.e  Service  of  the  Synagogue  ? 

A;  Ihc  Irieils  and  Levites  were  confecrated  to  the 
Service  Of  the  Temple  ;  but  for  the  Service  of  the  Syna- 
gogue,  I  erfons  of  any  Tribe  were  appointed  by  fome 
iilccrs  of  that  1  own,  who  were  called  Rulers  of  the  Sy- 
nagogue.  So  our  Saviour,  being  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah, 

r<  a<_  and  expounded  m  the  Synagogue,  Luke  iv.  16.  So 

after 
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after  reading  the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  Paul  and  Silas 
were  engaged  in  Preaching,  when  the  Mailer  of  tne  Sy- 
nagogue  aikcd  them  for  a  W Qrd  of  Exhortation  to  the 
People,  Ads  xiii.  15. 

g  But  were  there  not  other  Places  of  Prayer  du~ 

tinft  from  the  Synagogues  ? 

A.  The  Synagogues  were  fometimes  called  Prayer- 
houfes ,  yet  there  were  Prayer-houfes  called  Profeucbaiy 
which  differed  from  Synagogues  in  three  Refpe&s.  ( 1 ) 
Synagogues  were  built  for  public  Worfhip,  but  thefe 
Places  of  Prayer  for  any  one’s  private  Devotions  occafl- 
onally.  (2)  Synagogues  we^e  covered  Houfes,  but  the 
Places  of  Prayer  were  Courts  or  Inclofures,  with  Walls, 
and  open  to  the  Sky.  (3)  Synagogues  were  chiefly  in 
Towns  or  Cities,  the  Prayer-houfes  in  open  Fields,  or 
on  Mountains :  Such  are  mentioned  where  our  Saviour. 
[pent  a  asshole  Night  in  the  Prayer-houfe ,  as  it  fhould  be 
tranflatcd,  Luke  vi.  12,  and  thither  pious  Perions  refort- 
cd,  and  Prayer  was  wont  to  be  made ,  Afls  xvi,  13,  i6„ 

10  ^  Is  there  any  Certainty  that  there  were  any  Sy* 
xiagogues  before  this  Time  ? 

A.  That  there  were  fome  Places  of  Aflembly  for  di-- 
vine  Things  in  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  before  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  Jerufalem  and  the  Temple  by  Nebuchadnezzar , 
feems  pretty  plain  from  Pfalm  lxxiv.  7,  8.  They  have 
burnt  up  all  the  Synagogues  of  God  in  the  Land .  Though 
they  might  be  but  very  few,  and  not  eftabliflied  by  any 
Authority,  nor  fo  conftantly  attended  as  afterward. — 
And  yet,  confldering  that  the  Jews  fell  fo  frequently  in¬ 
to  Idolatry  before,  and  had  fo  few  Copies  of  the  Law, 
it  is  queftioned  by  fome  learned  Men.  whether  there 
were  any  fuch  Synagogues  at  all  in  the  Land  of  Ifrael  till 
after  the  Babylonijb  Captivity. 

1 1  What  eminent  and  remarkable  Service  was  done 
by  thefe  public  Places  of  Worfhip  ? 

A.  It  is  fuppofed  that  frequent  public  Readings  of  the 
Law  in  the  Synagogues,  after  that  Time,  were  a  fpecial 
Means  to  excite  and  preferve  in  the  People  of  the  Jews 
that  univerfal  and  perpetual  Hatred  of  Idolatry,  to  which 
they  were  fo  fliamefully  prone  before  ;  and  it  did  alfo  dif¬ 
fuse  and  maintain  the  Knowledge  of  True  Religion  and 
Virtue  in  the  Land,  K  3 
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-  *4  ^Vere  Synagogues  built  any  where  befides 
in.  Judea  ?  * 

A.  When  the  Jews  were  afterward  fcattered  abroad  in- 
■to  various  Nations,  they  built  Places  of  Worihip  for  thefo- 

fel  ves,  wherefoever  the  Rulers  of  the  Country  would  per- 
mit  them.  r 

1 3  Of  what  Advantage  were  thefe  Synagogues  to 
uie  Heathen?,  or  afterward  to  Chriftianity  ? 

A.  It  was  by  Means  of  thefe  Synagogues  that  the  Hea¬ 
thens,  where  the  Jews  were  difperfed,  came  to  know  thet 
true  God,  and  fome  general  Principles  of  Virtue  and  Pi¬ 
ety,  and  became  Profelytes  of  the  Gate;  and  bv  thefe 
public  Places  and  Seafons  of  Worfhip,  there  was  after* 
ware  an  Opportunity  given  to  publifh  the  Gcfpel  of 
Chrift  by  the  Apoflles,  both  among  the  Jews  and  Gen- 
ties,  Ads  xvii.  1,  2.  andxix.  8. 

14  What  is  meant  by  Profelytes  of  the  Gate? 

A.  7  hofe  Gentiles  who  renounced  Idolatry,  and  re- 
ceived  the  Knowledge  and  the  Worfhip  of  the  one  true 
God  of  Ifrael  y  and  (as  fome  affirm)  they  received  alfo 
the  Rules  of  abftaining  from  Blood,  and  Things  firangled, 
and  Things  offered  to  Idols,  which  were  forbidden,  Ads 
xv,  to  the  Gentile  Converts  to  Chriflianity. 

Note,  Thefe  Rules,  with  a  few  others,  have  been  ufually 
called  the  feven  Precepts  of  Noah,  which  the  Jews  make 
as  neceflkrv  for  all  the  World  to  obey,  as  the  Law  of 
Mcfes  was  for  them :  And  doubtlefs  the  Laws  given  to 
Noah,  were  given  to  all  the  World,  becaufe  all  fprang 
from  him.  & 

1  ?  Qc.  Wiiy  were  they  called  Profelytes  of  the  Gate  ? 

A.  1  he  Word  Profelyte  fignifies  one  that  embraces  & 
new  Religion y  and  they  were  called  Profelytes  of  the  Gate , 
becaufe  they  were  fuffered  to  live  within  the  Gates  of  the 
Jews,  according  to  the  Expreffion  in  the  fourth  Com¬ 
mandment,  The  Stranger  •which  is  within  thy  Gates.  -- 
They  were  alfo  permitted  by  the  Jews  to  enter  the  out¬ 
ward  Court  of  the  Temple,  called  the  Court  of  the  Gen - 
tiles,  when  that  was  built,  and  to  worfhip  God  there ; 
but  they  were  excluded  from  the  Gate  of  the  inner  Court! 
Note ,  Thefe  are  they  who  in  the  Book  of  the  Ads  cf  the 
4pofiles  are  fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  called  the  devout 

P ergons. 
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Per  fans,  and  thole  who  feared  God ,  &  c.  Ails  *.17. 
and  xi.i.  50.  and  xvii.  4.  and  xm  .6  Among  thefc 
was  the  chief  Harveft  of  the  firft  Chnftian  Converts; 
though  there  might  be  miny  Perfons  too,  who  wor- 
fhipped  the  one  true  God,  who  were  under  no  1  role- 

lycifm  to  the  Jewilb  Church. 

1 6  Q.  What  were  the  other  Sort  of  Profeiytes  ?  _ 

A  'y hey  were  fuch  Gentiles  as  con  tented  to  be  circum- 
cifed,  and  obliged  themfelves  to  pradtife  all  the  Law  of 
Mofes,  Gal.  v.  3.  therefore  they  were  called  Profeiytes  of 
Righteoufnefs :  They  were  taken  into  the  jewilb  Nation 
and  united  with  them  ;  and  were  alfo  called  Profeiytes  of 
the  Temple,  becaufe  they  were  admitted  by  the  Jews  into 

the  inner  Court. 

Note,  This  Diftinftion  of  Profeiytes  has  been  fupported 
by  the  common  Opinion  for  near  two  hundred  Years, 
but  fince  it  is  faid  to  have  no  better  Foundation  than 
the  Baklonijh  Talmud,  it  is  doubted  by  feme  learned 
Men  whether  there  were  any  Profeiytes,  either  under 
the  Old  or  New  Teftament,  befides  thofe  who  were 
circumcifed  and  complete. 

17  Q.  Having  heard  this  particular  Account  of  Syna-* 
rorues  and  Profeiytes,  proceed  novv  to  fay  what  was  the 
lafl  Aa  of  Nehemiab' s  Reformation  which  we  read  in 

A^  That  he  turned  out  Manafjeh,  the  Son  or  Grandfon. 
of  the  High-Prieft,  for  marrying  the  Daughter  of  San- 

ballatthe  Horonite,  Neh.  xiii.  28.  . 

18  What  did  Sanhallat  do  with  his  Son-in-law* 

Manajfeh  on  this  Occafion  ? 

A.  He  procured  a  Grant  from  Darius  Nothus,  who 
was  now  King  of  Perfa,  to  build  on  Mount  Gerizim , 
near  Samaria,  a  Temple  like  that  at  Jerufalem ,  and  to 
make  ManaJJeb ,  his  Son  in-law,  the  High-Prieft  01  it. 

19  0^  What  was  the  Confequence  of  this  Practice  ? 

A.  Samaria  thenceforth  became  the  Refuge  of  the  re¬ 
bellious  Jews,  who  were  called  to  Account  for  breaking 
the  Sabbath,  eating  unclean  Meats,  or  were  found  guilty 
in  finning  again  ft  the  Law  in  any  remarkable  Inftances. 

20  What  Change  was  wrought  hereby  among  the 
Samaritans  ? 
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the™  ™eir  M  Original  TaS  from  fome  Eaftern  H«- 
wb< 3  were  planted  there  by  the  King  of  AJJyria, 

c  S  but  when>  on  reveral  Qc- 

r,  ’  Jews i  flocked  to  them,  it  made  a  confiderable 

Sionfd  If  felTr  :  ;F-0r  th0U2tl  before  they  wor- 

g  Td^e  God.of  Vrael  1,1  Conjunaion  with  other 

htri-  l5TXy\H~?U  ^7 no'Vcaft  off their  jdo- 

,  f  7  •  ^nd  nr'c,e  a  Temple  was  built  amongft  them  in 
whmh  the  Jewdh  Service  was  performed,  and®  the  Law  of 
/ej  read  publicly  ,  they  came  much  nearei  to  the  Wor- 
ihip  of  the  true  God,  prefcribed  in  Scripture 

Accoum  ?Dld  "0t  ^  J6WS  l0VC  th£m  the  bettei- °n  this 

lv  A'  ’Tl°>  vY  "°  MT-S  L  bLUt  they  hated  them  grievouf- 

uTile  cEnmity  whlch  be&an  from  tlie  Oppofmoa 
Which  the  Samaritans  made  lo  the  Jews  in  their  rebuild- 

S  rZUlah”!  “I  the  TeraP*e>  was  fo  exceedingly  i„- 
creafed  by  their  lheltermg  all  the  rebellious  Jewf/that 

the  Jews  at  Jerufalem  pubhlhed  the  bittereft  Curfe  a^ainft 
them  that  ever  was  denounced  againft  any  People.  6 
zz  Q.  What  Miferies  were  contained  in  this  Curfe  ? 

.  A.  i  be  Jews  forbid  all  Communication  with  the  Sa 
maritans  ;  declared  all  the  Fruits  of  their  Land  and 
their  Cattle  unclean  ;  excluded  them  from  being  ever 
received  as  Profelytes;  and  barred  them,  as  far  as  poffible 

from  having  any  Portion  in  the  Refurreftion  of  the  Dead 
to  eternal  Life. 

,  What  Appearance  of  this  great  Enmity  do  we 

find  in  the  New  Teftament  ? 

A.  This  feeras  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Words  of  Serin, 
ture,  John  iv.  g.  The  Jews  have  no  Dealings  with  fhe 
Samaritans.  And  the  Woman  of  Samaria  afted  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  How  is  it  that  thou,  being  a  Jew,  afieft  Drink 
of  me  who  am  a  Woman  of  Samaria  ?  And  when  the 
Jews  would  give  the  woril  Name  they  could  to  our  Savi- 

our,  they  laid,  Thoii  art  a  Samaritan,  and  hall  a  Devil 
John  vm.  4.8.  J 
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Sect,  II.  Of  the  JewiJh  Affairs  under  the  Perfian  and 

Grecian  Monarchies . 

I  Q.  TTOW  were  the  Jews  governed  after  the  Death 
I  1  of  Nehemiah  ? 

A  We  find  not  any  more  particular  Governors  of 
Judea,  made  by  the  Kings  or  Emperors  of  Perfia  ;  but 
Judea  feems  to  be  made  fubjeft  to  thofe  whom  the  Ptrfi- 
an  Kings  made  Governors  of  Syria  s  and  that,  unuer 
them  the  Regulation  of  Affairs  was  committee  to  the 
High- Prieft  ;  f°  that  he  had  all  the  Sacred  Authority, 
and  the  Civil  Power  alfo,  in  a  good  Meafure,  ifhder-the 

Syrian  Governor.  #  10 

2  Q.  Did  the  High-Priefts  continue  their  regular  Sue- 

Cflfions,  as  the  eldell  of  Aaron  s  Family  ? 

A  This  Succeffion  was  fometimes  interrupted  by  the 
Emperors  of  the  World,  or  their  deputed  Governors  of 
the  Provinces,  appointing  another  Perfon  to  take  that 

Office.  x  rt  r  i 

3  What  is  the  firft  remarkable  Inftance  Oi  that 

Kind  l  . 

4  When  J ohanan,  or  Jonathan ,  tne  Son  of  joiaaay 

Neh.  xii.  1 1  had  poffefled  the  Royal  Priefthood  ieveral 
Years;  Bagofes ,  the  Governor  of  Syria ,  appointci  his 
younger  Brother,  Jejhua .  to  depofe  him,  and  take  the 
Priefthood  ;  upon  which  there  was  a  Tumult  in  the  in¬ 
ner  Court  of  the  T.  empie,  and  J ohanan  fle^v  JeJbuct 

there. 

4  How  did  Bagofes ,  the  Governor,  refent  tms  ? 

A.  He  entered  into  the  inner  Court  of  the  1  empie, 

though  the  Jews  forbid  him.  as  oemg  unclean  but  h~  told 
them  he  was  purer  than  the  dead  Carcale  ot  him  whom 
they  had  flain  there  ;  andimpofed  on  the  Priefts  a  Fine 
of  about  thirty-one  Shillings,  for  every  Lamb  that  was 

offered  throughout  the  Year. 

5  What  was  the  next  more  famous  Difficulty  and 

Deliverance  which  the  Jews  met  with  ? 

A.  They  were  moll  remarkably  faved  from  the  Op - 
preffion  and  Refentmcnt  of  Alexander  the  Great,  who 
was  King  of  Macedonia  in  Greece ,  when  they  had  refuf- 
ed  to  affiil  him  in  the  Siege  of  lyrus . 

6  Tn 
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W^at  ^anner  were  they  delivered  ? 

A.  When  Alexander  marched  againft  Jerufalem  dp- 

liieh'pr'ic/"^!!1^  JTV°a  th‘S  Account*  Jaddla  the 
v/'  the  S0I1  of  y°hanan,  being  dire&ed  by  a 

^ met.  the  Conqueror  in  his  Priedly  Robes 
W1Jj  „  ^  °ther  Priefts  attending  him  in  proper  Habits* 

firack  wkh  fh7  ?  G"rments  :  -Alexander  being 

flruck  with  I  his  Sight,  faluted  the  High-Prielt  with  I 

in  1S,ous  'l  c"‘;rat,on.  embraced  him,  entered  Jerufalem 
m  a  friendly  Manner,  and  offered  Sacrifice  to  God  in  the 
Temple,  for  his  late  Victories. 

p*  ^7  H°  j  ua!"e  A\e?ander  fo  Suddenly  to  change  his 
1  urp ole,  and  behave  himfelf  with  fo  much  Mildnefs  > 

had  V.1  rK-  ^  red>  ‘hathe  Wmfelf,  in  Macedonia, 
Wd  i?irr  ,S  V£ry  fame  Perfon>  ‘hus  habited,  in  a 
Might- Vifion,  encouraging  him  to  purfuehis  Expedition 
agdinft  the  Per/tans,  and  promifing  him  Succefs  " 

3  What  farther  Fat  ours  did  Alexander  fhew  the 
jews  r 

,/p  W,hei?  Jaddua,  the  High  Pried,  had  fhewn  him 

u  1  roP  iecies  of  particularly  chap.  viii.  ver.  21. 

where  the  He- Go  at  is  interpreted  to  be  the  King  of  Gre- 
ciay  who  fhould  conquer  the  Medes  and  Perftans  ;  and 
chap.  xi.  3  he  bid  the  Jews  aflt  what  they  had  to  deiire 

u  v  1  T accord5ng  t0  ^eir  Requeft,  he  granted 
them  the  Liberty  of  their  own  Laws  and  Religion,  and  a 

freedom  from  Tribute  or  Taxes  every  feventh  Year, 
becaufe  then  they  neither  fowed  nor  reaped. 

9  ^  Alexander  fucceed  in  his  following  Wars 
and  his  Attempts  again!!  the  Perfian  Empire,  according 
to  the  Jewilh  Prophecy  ?  ** 

A.  When  he  departed  out  of  Judea  and  Palefline,  he 
marched  into  Egypt, _  which  fpeedily  fubmitted  to  him  : 
fnere  he  built  the  City  Alexandria,  and  peopled  it  with 
ftveral  Nations,  among  whom  were  many  Jews,  to 
whom  he  gave  the  fame  Privileges  as  to  his  own  Mace¬ 
donians.  The  next  Spring  he  hadened  to  find  out  Darius 
Codomannus ,  King  of  Perfia,  whom  he  had  routed  once 
before,  and  he  now  vanquilhed  him  in  a  final  decifive 
Rattle  near  Arhela,  and  became  Mailer  of  the  Perfian 
Empire. 

10  ^  How 
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10  9-  How  long  did  he  reign  after  this  Battle  ? 

A.  He  went  on  and  conquered  India  ;  but  in  five 
Years  Time  he  fell  into  fuchRiot  and  Drunkennefs,  that 
put  an  End  to  his  Life ;  though  others  fay  he  was  poilon- 

11  What  became  of  the  Jews  after  Alexander's 

^  A  little  after  the  Death  of  Alexander,  four  of  his 
Generals  divided  his  Empire,  who  were  the  four  Horns 
t}f  the  Ue-Goat,  mentioned  by  the  Prophet  Daniel, 
which  grew  up,  after  breaking  the  firft  Horn,  Dan .  vm. 
22.  and  xi.  4.  And  the  Jews  fell  under  the  Dominion 
of  Ptolemy ,  afterward  fur-named  Soter,  who  had  Egypt , 
Arabia ,  Ccelo-  Syria,  and  Palejline or  the  Land  o. 
Jfrael,  for  his  Share. 

Here  it  may  be  obferved,  that  as  Ptolemy  had  Egypt* 
Paleftine ,  Sec.  for  his  Share,  fo  Caffander  had  Mace¬ 
donia,  and  Greece  ;  Lyfimachus  had  I  brace  and  Bithy  - 
nia,  and  fome  other  Provinces  thereabout ;  Seleucus  had 
Syria ,  and  the  Northern  and  Eaftern  Provinces  in  Aft  a. 
Thus  was  the  Empire  of  Alexander  the  Great  divided 
among  his  Generals, 

Sect.  III.  Of  the  Je*wtJb  Affairs  under  Ptolemy 
Soter,  Ptolemy  Ph iladelphus,  WPtolemv 
Philopater,  Kings  of  Egypt.  Of  the  great  Syna¬ 
gogue,  the  Jeixifh  Iraditions,  their  Mifhnah  and  Tal¬ 
mud  ;  and  of  the  Septuagint  Tranflation  of  the  Bible 
into  Greek. 

i  TTOW  did  Ptolemy  King  of  Egypt  deal  with  the 
I  x  Jews  ? 

A.  Ptolemy  defigning  to  make  Alexandria ,  which  was 
built  by  Alexander ,  in  Egypt ,  his  capital  City,  he  per- 
fuaded  a  Multitude  of  Jews  to  fettle  there,  granting 
them  the  fame  Privileges  as  Alexander  had  done  before 
him  ;  whence  it  came  to  pafs  that  Alexandria  had  a 
greater  Number  of  Jews  Hill  flocking  to  it. 

2  $>.  What  remarkable  Story  is  related  of  one  Mofol- 
lam  a  Jew,  who  followed  Ptolemy  about  this  Time  ? 

A.  When  a  certain  Soothfayer,  or  Cunning  Man,  ad- 
-  •  vifed 
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ofHorfe-  in  which  Mofillum  rode 
ftlll>  uP°n  the  Sight  of  a  Bird  in  the  Way  and 
told  them,  they  ihould  either  go  backward  or  forward 
"  ‘hat  Bird  took  its  Flight ;  Ihe  Jew,  being  a  great’ 
Archer,  unmediatdy  lhot  the  Bird  with  an  Arfow/and 

St  Fortune  f  1°°'  Wretched  Bird  Mew  us 

H°"‘.  Y  WJhlCh  knew  no‘hing  of  its  own?”— 

Sr„fie  s,i”  “por'  “d  ** 

«j it Sm wi,h ,h' Jew- tto "re dif<"rf- 

A.  Seleucus,  another  of  Alexander's  Generals,  who 
rii.ed  in  the  greater  and  leffer  Afia,  built  many  Cities  • 
&  tern  of  which  he  called  Antioch,  from  AnHochus  his 
r  ’l’  ’  Mne  ‘veie  called  Seleucia,  from  his  own  Name  • 

t)lZZfea’  fr0™pthe  Nime  Lao  Ace,  his  Mother;  01 
thers  Apamta  and  Stratonice,  from  his  Wives ;  in  all 

w kh  th^r  a‘/ted  {T5’  fUd  gaVe  thcm  ectuaI  Privileges 
with  the  Greeks  or  Macedonians,  efpecially  at  Antioch  in 

yrmr  where  they  fettled  in  great  Numbers. 

t-^^hat,COrifl^rable  Perfon  rofe  among  the  Jews, 
at  j  erufalem  about  this  Time  ?  J 

.1  ArJin!°?2lhe  J*'/’  wbo  is  f?°ken  of  fo  honourably  in 
e  fiftieth  chap,  of  Ecclejiafiicus  :  He  was  a  Kio-h-Priefl 

®r  T  ub°Llt  thls  Time;  who  merited  the  Surname 
.  ths  Jufi^yy  h*3  great  Holinefs  toward  God,  and  Tuf- 
tice  toward  Men  ;  and  he  was  the  lafl  of  the  Men  of  the 
Oreat  Synagogue. 

,,Af^  aT  wastr  j  Grea‘  sJnaS°2ue>  and  who  were 
the  Men  that  compofed  it  ? 

A.  A  hundred  and  twenty  Elders,  who,  in  a  continu- 
edSucceffion,  sfter  the  Return  cf  the  Jews  from  Babylon , 
laboured  in  reftoring  the  Jewifh  Church  and  State  ;  '  and 
made  it  their  chief  Care  to  publifh  the  Scriptures  to  the 
People  with  great  Accuracy 

6  ^  What  Part  of  this  Work  is  attributed  to  Simon  ? 

A.  Pt  is  fuppofed  by  fome  learned  Men,  that  he  added 
the  two  Books  of  Chronicles,  Ezra,  Nehemiah,  E fiber, 
and  the  Prophecy  of  Maiachi,  to  the  Canon  of  Scripture  ; 
which  Books  were  fcarce  fuppofed  to  be  inferred  by  Ezra, 
oecaufe  feveial  of  them  are  thought  to  be  written  by 

Ezra 
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Mzra  kimfelf ;  and  the  Books  of  Nehemiah  and  Malachi 

were  mod  likely  written  after  Ezt  a  s  ime. 

7  Did  the  Jews  after  this  Time,  when  the  Old 
Teflament  was  completed,  religioufly  confine  themfelves 

to  the  Di re(!:l ion  of  Scripture  ? 

A.  After  this  Time  their  Traditions  began  to  prevail; 
that  is,  the  Sayings  of  the  Ancients  delivered  down  by 

Tradition.  . 

Note ,  Though  Traditions  prevailed  about  this  1  ime, 

yet  the  Mijhnah,  which  is  their  Secondary  Law,  or  a 
Collection  of  Traditions ,  and  which  they  pretend  to  be 
dictated  from  God  to  Mofes ,  was  not  compiled  and 
put  together  till  above  a  hundred  Years  after  the  I  ime 
of  Chrift,  by  Rabbi  "Judah  Hakkadefh  :  And  this 
Mifhnah,  together  with  their  Comments  on  thefe 
Things,  are  called  the  Talmud. 

Note,  There  are  two  Talmud s;  th&totjenifalem,  which 
,  was  complete  about  three  hundred  Years  after  Chrift  : 
and  that  of  Babylon ,  about  five  hundred  Years  :  but 
each  of  them  have  the  fame  Mijhnah ,  though  with 
different  Comments,  which  Comments  are  called  the 
Gemara . 

8  Who  were  the  chief  Teachers  of  this  Secondary 
Law  or  Traditions  ? 

A.  Antigonus  of  Sccho  was  the  firft  of  them,  who  be¬ 
ing  an  eminent  Scribe  in  the  Law  of  God,  was  Prefident 
of  the  Sanhedrim,  or  Senate  of  the  Elders  at  Jerufalem , 
great  Mailer  of  the  Jewifh  School,  and  a  teacher  of 
Righteoufuefs  to  the  People,  and  of  thefe  Traditions. 
Afterward  all  the  Teachers  or  DoCtors  of  the  Jewifh 
Lav/,  were  in  the  New  Teflament  fometimes  called 
Scribes ,  fometimes  Lawyers,  or  thofe  who  fat  ;  ?  Mofes L 
Seat. 

g  What  fpecial  Honour  was  paid  to  thefe  Men  ? 

A.  Befides  other  RefpeCts  fhewed  them  by  the  People, 
who  called  them  Rabbi ,  and  highly  efleemed  them,  it 
was  out  of  thefe  DoCtors,  that  the  great  Sanhedrim ,  or 
Council  of  Se-vcnty-two,  was  chofen  to  govern  the  whole 
Nation  ;  and  the  letter  Council  of  Twenty-three ,  which 
was  in  every  City  of  Judea. 

Note,  Thefe  were  called  Rulers,  cr  Elders,  or  CounfeL 

lors  j 
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tors  ;  fuch  were  Nicodemus,  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  and 
Gamaliel. 

Note  here  alfo,  That  in  the  Jewifh  Talmudical  Books, 
or  their  fabulous  V  ritings,  on  which  we  cannot  much 
depend,  we  are  told,  that  about  this  Time  one  Sadoc 
miltook  the  Do&nne  of  Antigonus  of  Socho,  his  Mat¬ 
ter,  who  taught,  “  that  we  ought  not  to  ferve  God  in 
"  a  fervile  Manner,  merely  with  Refpea  to  the  Re- 
“  ward and  inferred  from  herce,  that  there  were 
no  Rewards  after  this  Life,  and  begun  the  Sea  of  the* 
oaducees .  I  hough  it  may  be  jultly  doubted,  whether 
this,  and  other  dangerous  Doarines  of  this  Sed,  arofe 
fo  early  among  the  Jews. 

10Q.  Since  the  Jews  were  difperfed  into  fo  many 

Countries,  did  they  not  acquaint  the  Gentiles  with  their 
Religion  ? 

A.  Yes ,  for  Ptolemy  Soter  let  (up  a  College  of  learned 
Men  at  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  and  begun  a  Library  there; 
which  Ptolemy  Pbiladelphus,  his  youngcft  Son  and  Sue- 
cefior,  improved  to  one  hundred  thoufand  Volumes  : 
This  Prince  is  reported  to  have  commanded  the  Hebrew 
Law  to  be  tranflated  into  Greek,  to  add  to  this  Library 
of  his,  that  the  Gentiles  might  read  it ;  and  accordingly 
it  was  done.  6  ! 

Note,  This  College  oflearned  Men  was  encouraged,  and 
the  Library  increafed  by  feveral  Ptolemies  fucceilivelr, 
till  it  arofe  to  Seven  hundred  thoufand  Books.  Both 
thefe  I  hings  made  Alexandria  a  famous  Place  of  Refi¬ 
nance  and  Refort  for  learned  Men  for  feveral  Ages.  It 
happened  that  the  larger  Half  of  this  Library  was  burnt 
by  Julius  C&far  in  his  Alexandrian  War  :  The  other 
Part  was  by  continual  Recruits,  enlarging  to  a  vafler 
Number  than  the  whole  Library  before  ;  but  it  was 
Anally  burnt  and  deflroyed  by  the  Saracens „  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord 

1 1  Q.  In  what  Manner  is  this  Translation  reported  t® 
be  made  ? 

A.  Arijleas,  the  moft  ancient  Writer  on  this  Subject, 
and  J of ephus  the  Hiilorian,  who  follows  him,  acquaint 
us,  that  after  the  Ptolemy  had  gained  the  Favour  of  the 
Jews,  by  paying  the  R-anfom  cf  a  hundred  thoufand  of 

their 
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their  Countrymen,  who  were  enflaved  in  Egypt ,  he  pro¬ 
cured  fix  Elders  out  of  every  Tribe  of  lfrael,  (which 
were  in  all  feventy-two)  to  come  to  hi-s  Court;  and  after 
a  Trial  of  their  Wifdom,  by  fome  particular  queftion 
being  put  to  each  of  them,  he  appointed  them  to  tranflate 
the  law  of  Mofes ,  by  conferring  together  about  the  fenfe 
of  it,  in  the  Ifleof  Pharos  :  which  being  afterwards  read 
to  him,  and  approved  by  him,  he  gave  them  a  liberal 
Reward.  Upon  this  Account  this  Tranflation  is  called 
the  Septuaginty  that  is,  the  Tranflation  of  the  Seventy  or. 
Seventy-two  Elders. 

12  But  did  not  this  Story,  in  following  Times 

grow  much  more  fabulous  ? 

A.  Philo  the  Jew,  who  lived  about  our  Saviour’s  Time, 
reports,  that  each  of  thefe  Seventy  two  Elders  were  put 
into  a  diftindt  Cell,  and  were  required  to  tranflate  the 
whole  Bible  apart ;  and  that  they  performed  it  fo  exadtly 
alike,  Woid  for  Word,  that  it  was  approved  as  Mira¬ 
culous  and  Divine  :  And  even  feveral  Fathers  of  the 
Chriftian  Church,  being  too  credulous  and  fond  of  Mi¬ 
racles,  have  received  this  Story,  and  conveyed  it  down 
in  their  Writings. 

1 3  How  doth  i,t  appear  to  be  a  Fable  ? . 

A.  The  great  Imperfe&ion  of  this  Tranflation,  dis¬ 
covers  that  it  was  no  divine  Work,  nor  performed  by 
Miracle  ;  Befides,  the  feveral  Contradictions,  and  the 
Uncertainties  that  are  mingled  up  and  down  with  this 
Story,  do  utterly  overthrow  the  Credit  of  it. 

14Q.  Upon  the  whole  View  of  Things,  what  is  the 
beft  Account  of  this  Tranflation? 

A.  In  the  Reign  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphia ,  there  was 
fuch  a  Verflon  made  of  the  five  Books  of  Mofes ,  by  the 
Jews  of  Alexandria ,  into  the  Greek  Language,  probably 
for  their  own  Ufe,  and  for  theUfe  of  their  Countrymen  ; 
for  the  Jews  in  their  Difperflons  had  u  ed  themfelves  to 
the  Greek  Tongue,  the  Conqucfls  of  Alexander  and  his 
Grecian  Army  having  fpread  their  Language  through  the 
World  ;  and  when  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  had  ere&ed  fuch 
a  noble  library,  he  was  dtflrous  to  have  this  Book  de- 
poflted  there.  Whether  his  Requefl:  or  Command  gave 
any  Occafior.  to  this  Tranflation,  is  hard  to  determine. 

1  15  Q..  Were 
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•  *5 Qz  Were  not  the  other  facred  Writings  tranflated 
into  Greek  alfo,  as  well  as  the  five  Books  of  Mo/e s  P 

A.  When  the  Reading  of  the  Prophets  as  well  as  the 
Lanv  came  into  Ufe  in  the  Synagogues,  many  Years  af¬ 
terwar  s,  in  the  Tmc  of  Ant iochus  Epiphanes ,  this  oc- 
calloned  a  Greek  Translation  of  the  Prophets  to  be  made ; 
and  fo  the  whole  Old  Teflament  was  complete,  which  we 
now  call  the  Septuagint. 

*6  Qi.  Did  the  Jews  generally  come  to  ufe  this  Greek 
I  ranflation  of  the  Bible. 

A.  In  and  after  the  Time  of  Ezra,  the  Scriptures 
were  read  to  the  Jews  in  Hebrew,  and  interpreted  into 
the  Chaldee  Language,  which  they  had  learnt  in  Babylon, 
and  was  become  mo  ft  familiar  to  them.  But  at  Alexan¬ 
dria,  after  the  making  of  this  Greek  Verlion,  it  was  af¬ 
terwards  interpreted  to  them  in  Greek ,  which  was  after¬ 
wards  done  alfo  in  all  other  Grecian  Cities,  whither  the 
jews  were  difperfed.  And  from  hence  thofe  Jews  were 
called  Hellenifts,  or  Grecizing  Jews  becaufe  they  ufed  the 
Greek  Language  in  their  Synagogues ;  and  by  that  Name 
they  were  diftinguifhed  from  the  Hebrew  Jews,  who  ufed 
only  the  Hebrew  and  Chaldee  Languages  in  their  Syna¬ 
gogues.  And  this  Diftindlion  we  find  made  between 
them,  Adis  vi.  i. 

17  Ql  ^ut  not  the  Evangelifts  and  the  Apoftles, 
who  were  the  Writers  of  the  New  Teflament,  pay  great 
Honour  to  this  Greek  Tranflation  ? 

A.  Yes ;  they  cited  many  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Tef- 
tament,  according  to  this  Tranflation,  becaufe  it  was  the 
befl  Greek  Tranflation  they  had  ;  and  it  was  by  this  Time 
well  known  amongft  the  Jews  in  ‘Judea,  as  well  as  thofe 
who  were  fcattcred  round  the  Nations. 

1 8  Q.  Did  the  Jews  in  Judea  continue  in  Peace  under 
the  Government  of  the  Kings  of  Egypt  P 

A.  The  SuccefTors  of  the  four  Generals  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  who  divided  the  World  amongft  them,  and 
particularly  the  Kings  of  Egypt  and  Syria,  being  fre¬ 
quently  engaged  in  Wars  for  enlarging  their  Kingdoms, 
the  Jews  were  reduced  to  very,  great  Difficulties,  and 
foinc times  were  at  a  Lofs  what  Side  to  chufe  ;  they  weie 
i-n  Danger  on  Doth  Sides,  and  were  fometimes  diftrefled 

and 
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•and  miferably  grinded  between  the  one  and  the  otoier. 

,9 | Did  they  maintain  the  Purity  of  their  Temple 

and  Worfhip  ?  . 

A,  They  were  often  expofed  to  grievous  Difficulties 

on  this  Account.  When  Ptolemy  Philopater ,  of  Egypt* 
reigned  over  thofe  Provinces,  he  would  ofrer  up  Saciili- 
ces  to  the  God  of  IJrael  for  his  Succefs  againft  Antiochus 
the  Great,  the  S ucceflor  of  Seleucus,  King  of  Syria  ;  and 
he  was  not  content  to  flay  in  the  outer  Court,  but  he 
would  have  prefled  into  the  Sanctuary,  and  even  the 
Holy  of  Holies. 

20  iP.  How  was  he  prevented  from  entering  ? 

A.  The  Priefts  and  the  Levites,  and  all  the  People 
lifted  up  their  Hands  to  God  in  Prayer,  and  when  the 
King  had  paffed  the  inner  Court,  and  was  entering  into 
the  Temple,  he  was  fmitten  from  God,  with  fuch  Ter¬ 
ror  and  Confufion  of  Mind,  that  lie  was  carried  out  of 
the  Place  half-dead. 

21  But  did  not  Ptolemy  refent  this  afterwards  ? 

A.  He  purpofed  to  be  revenged  on  all  the  Jewifh  Na¬ 
tion  ;  when  he  came  to  Alexandria  he  ordered  them  to 
Sacrifice  to  his  Gods  ;  and  if  they  refufed,  he  took  away 
their  Privileges,  which  they  had  enjoyed  in  Egypt  from 
the  Time  of  Alexander  the  Great  :  He  ordered  them  to 
Be  enrolled  amorg  the  common  People  of  Egypt ,  and  to 
have  the  Mark  of  an  ivy  leaf,  the  Badge  of  his  God  Bac¬ 
chus.  impreffed  upon  them  by  a  hoi  Iron  ;  and  thofe  who 
rtfufed,  fhould  be  made  Slaves,  or  out  to  Death. 

22  ip.  What  did  the  Jews  of  Alexandria  do  on  thus 
Occafion  ? 

A.  A  few  of  them  forfook  their  God  to  gain  the  Fa¬ 
vour  of  their  King  :  But  many  Thoufands  itood  firm  to 
their  Religion  ;  and  though  feveral  of  them  were  enrol¬ 
led,  and  branded  with  the  Ivy- leaf  again!*  their  Wid, 
vet  thev  (hewed  a  great  Abhorrence  of  all  their  Country¬ 
men  that  facrihced  to  the  Gods  of  the  King. 

23  .9.  How  did  Ptolemy  bear  with  this  Conduct  of 
theirs  ? 

A.  He  refolvcd  to  deflroy  the  whole  Nation  of  the 
}ews  ;  and  therefore,  firft  he  ordered  all  that  lived  any 
where  in  Egypt,  to  be  brought  in  Chains  to  Alexandria 
to  be  Bain  by  his  Elephants. 
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pA. -The  ?lephjn.ts  being  made  drunk  with  Wine  and' 
upon  thejews.  dfe!  n  rrS  Tle'T  ^  A  ff ng 

A  ^  Site ,keSp"- 

i5  rf  j  at  infuence  had  this  upon  the  King  ? 

1  .  V •  dlA  no  IonSer  persecute  his  R’ge  anairft  them- 

the,  Vengeance  of  the  God  A  ball  ^ 
iff  he;evuked  hiS  cruel  Decrees,  reflored  their  Pri- 
neges,  and  gave  Leave  to  put  to  Death  the  lews  that 

AV  n'A  the‘^  Aigi?n  and  worftliPPed  Idols. 

A  ,\ )  pS  k°r£  >sr  fou?d  ^  that  which  is  called  the 
third  Book  of  Maccabees,  written  by  fome  ancient 

the'7  A  A  th-at  TuIf’  Ac.aufe  !t  §’ves  an  Account  cf 
-  ft  ei  locution  and  Deliverance  of  thejevs,  as  the 

mil  and  fecond  Book  of  Maccabees  do.  Though  this 

was  traniaded  long  before  the  Name  of  Maccabees 

td  At  ^  AnerC/T  "  ,°Ugk  rather  t0  have  been  cal¬ 
led  the  firft  Book  than  the  third  It  is  not  found  a- 

mong  our  Apocryphal  Books,  becaufe  it  was  never  in- 

ferted  in  the  Vulgar  Latin  Verfion  of  the  Bible,  but  it 

is  found  in  many  of  the  Manufcripts  of  the  Greek  Set j 

tuagiut,  and  particularly  that  of  the  Alexandrian  Ma- 

nuiciipt  m  the  King’s  Library, 

S e c T .  I v.  Of  the  JewiJh  4 fairs  under  Antioch  u 3 
the  Grjat,  Seleucus,  and  Antiochus  Enpha- 
nes.  Kings  of  Syria. 

^  I  ^  ^  Jc  x  s  afterwards  at  ’Jerufdletn  continue 

under  the  Government  of  the  Ptolemies,  who 
were  Kings  of  Egypt  P 

A.  When  Ptolemy  P  h  Hop  at  er  was  dead,  and  Ptolemy 
Epiphanes  came  to  the  Crown,  the  Jews  having  been 
greatly  perfected  by  the  Ptolemies ,  fubmicted  therafelves 
to  Antiochus  the  Great,  King  cf  Syria  ;  and  when  he 
came  Co  Jenfalem  in  a  folcirm  Proceflion,  they  went  to 
meet  him.  and  received  him  gladly. 

2  Q-  How  did  Antiochus  reward  them? 

A.  He  granted  them  many  Privileges,  as  le  had  done 

£0 
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Se&.  IV.  ^he  Jeqvs  th*  *6$ 

to  their  Countrymen  who  were  fettled  in  Babylonia  and 
Mesopotamia ,  having  always  found  the  Men  ot  that  Na¬ 
tion  faithful  to  him.  .  ,  . 

3  Q.  What  Confidence  did  he  put  in  them  on  this 

Account  ?  . 

A.  He  tranfported  feveral  of  them  from  Babylonia  to 
the  LeJJer  Afia,  to  keep  his  Forts  and  Garrifons,  and 
gave  them  good  Settlements  there 5  whence  (prang  a 
great  Part  of  the  Jews  that  were  found  in  that  Country 

in  the  Apoftles  Times.  .  i  r 

4  What  remarkable  Events  fell  out  m  the  Days  o i 

Seleucus  Philopater ,  Son  and  SuccelTor  to  Antiocbus  the 

Great  ?  , 

A.  Simon,  a  Benjamite ,  being  made  Governor  of  the 

Temple,  fome  Difference?  arofe  between  him  and  Onias 
the  third,  the  High  Prieft,  an  excellent  Man,  concern¬ 
ing  fome  Diforders  in  the  City  :  And  when  Simon  could 
not  obtain  his  Will,  he  informed  Apollonius,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Province  under  Seleucus,  that  great  Trea- 
fures  were  hid  in  the  Temple  ;  whereupon  Heliodorus  the 

Tieafurer,  was  fent  to  feize  them. 

5  How  did  the  Hand  of  God  appear  againft  Heli - 

b  dor  us  in  his  Attempt  to  enter  the  Temple  ? 

A.  The  Priefts  and  the  People  made  great  Outcries 
and  Supplications  to  God  ;  upon  which  Heliodorus  is  re  ¬ 
ported  to  have  feen  a  Vifion  of  a  Horfe,  with  a  terrible 
Rider  upon  him,  who  fmote  Heliodorus  with  his  Forefeet; 
and  two  young  Men  appeared  who  fcourged  him  forely  ; 
upon  which  Heliodorus  fell  fuddenly  to  the  Ground  in 
Darknefs  and  Confufion ;  but  being  reftored  by  the  Pray¬ 
ers  of  Onias ,  he  acknowledged  the  Power  of  God,  and 
departed  from  the  City. 

Read  this  Story  more  at  large,  2  Maccabees,  chapter  iii.  ■ 
I  confefs  it  feems  to  have  fomething  a  little  fabulous  in 
the  Air  of  it,  as  alfo  other  Stories  in  that  Book. 

6  Q.  How  came  fo  good  a  Man  as  Onias  to  be  turned 
out  of  the  Prieflhcod? 

A.  When  Antiocbus  Epiphanes  fucceeded  his  Brother 
Seleucus  in  the  Kingdom  of  Syria,  jafon  bribed  him  with 
a  large  Sum  of  Money  to  turn  out  his  own  Brother  Onias , 
feanifh  him  to  Antioch,  and  confer  the  Prieflhcod  on  him  - 

L  2  felf ; 


?  66  A  n  T I  o  c  h  u  s  ’/  Kings  of  Syria.  Chap.  X?X. 

fe,f;  no.t  tIm  he  afFeAed  it  as  it  was  a  Religious  Office, 
but  as  n  included  the  Power  of  Civil  Government, 

2.  lVLacccibees  iv,  y. 

HighPrieftT  ^  ^  w*cked  7a/0n  do  when  he  was 

A.  He  erefted  a  Place  of  Exercife  at  Jerufalem,  for 
training  up  \  outh  according  to  the  Faffiion  of  the  Greeks 
and  made  as  many  of  them  as  he  could  forfake  the  Reliei- 
ous  Cuftoms  and  Ufages  of  their  Forefathers,  and  con- 
rorm  them.elyes  in  many  Things  to  the  Cuftoms  and  Ce- 
lemomes  or  the  Heathens,  ever*  q.  &c. 

8  What  became  of  this  Jafon  ? 

A  A  few  Years  after,  when  he  employed  Menelau,  his 
Brother  to  pay  his  Tribute  at  the  Syrian  Court,  he  was 
fupplanteo  by  him ;  for  Menelaus  by  Bribery  obtained  the 
1  riel* hood,  and  put  Jafon  to  flight. 

9  Hid  Menelaus  behave  hirnfelf  better  in  his  Office? 

,wone  ti)an  he  hole  feme  of  the 

Vcftels  of  holdout  of  the  Temple,  he  went  to  Antioch , 
where  he  was  reproved  by  Onias ,  who  was  yet  living, 

for  his  W  ickednefs,  and  out  of  Revenge  procured  Onias 
to  oe  flain, 

10  Q.  W hat  was  done  at  Jerufalem  in  the  mean  Time  ? 
A .Lyftmachus  being  left  as  a  Deputy  by  Menelaus, 

praclifed  many  Sacrileges  on  the  VeiTels  of  the  Temple 
which  occahened  a  great  Infurreftion  in  the  City,  where- 
in  Multitudes  on  the  Part  of  Lyfmachus  were  wounded 
and  flam,  and  the  Church-Robber  himfelf  was  killed. 

1 1  Q.  Did  Jafon  ever  return  again  to  Jerufalem  ? 

A.  When  there  was  a  falfe  Report  of  the  Death  of 
Antiochusy  Jafon  with  a  thoufand  Men  affaulted  the  City, 
and  flew  many  Citizens,  but  was  at  Jail  put  to  flight;  ?iid 
being  driven  from  Country  to  Country,  and  from  City  to 
City,  he  perifhed  in  a  Aran ge  Land,  without  the  Hon¬ 
our  of  a  Burial,  2  Macc.  v.  5 — io. 

12  Did  Antiochus  the  King  fuffer  thefe  Things  t© 

pafs  un relented  t  b 

A.  Upon  the  Report  of  fuch  a  Tumult  in  Jerufalem , 
he  imagined  that  Judea  had  revoked,  and  he  came  upon 
die  City,  and  ordered  his  Men  ol  W ar  not  to  fpare  young 
or  old,  and  there  were  four fcorc  Thoufand  deftroyed  ia 
tlxe  fpace  a f  three  Days,  *  13  i 
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,3  What  Profanenefs  was  Antiochus  guilty  of  in 

the  Temple?  . 

A,  Being  conduced  by  Menelaus  into  the  Temple,  he 

took  away  the  remaining  holy  Veflels,  the  Altar  of  In- 
cenfe,  the  golden  Table  and  the  Candleftick  ;  he  tore  oh 
the  golden  Ornaments  of  the  Temple,  and  robbed  it  of 
the  hidden  Treafures,  he  offered  a.  large  Sow  (that  un,- 
clean  and  forbidden  Staff)  on  the  Altar  of  Burnt  offering, 
and  left  Jerufalem  overwhelmed  in  Blood  and  Mourning. 
14(3^  Did  he  purfue  this  Mifchief  and  M&dnefs  any 

longer  ? 

A.  Two  Years  after  he  fent  Apollonius ,  his  Collector 
of  Tn  oute,  with  a  thoufand  Men,  who  fell  fuddenly  cn 
the  City  on  the  Sabbath,  while  they  were  at  Worfnip, 
and  flew  the  Citizens  and  the  Prieffs;  he  made  the  Sacri¬ 
fices  ccafe,  led  the  Women  and  Children  captive,  pulled 
down  the  Houfes  and  the  Wads,  built  a  Calile  or  For- 
trefs  on  a  high  Hill  in  the  City  of  David  over  againff 
the  Temple,  to  overlook  and  annoy  them,  and  placed  a 
Garrifon  therein,  and  laid  up  the  Spoils  of  the  City  there. 

15  What  further  Jnrtances  of  Rage  did  Antiochus 
fhewagamff  the  Jewifh  Religion  ? 

A  He  iffiied  out  an  Order,  that  all  his  Dominions 
fhould  be  of  one  Religion,  chiefly  deiigning  to  diffrefs 
the  Jews  :  He  forbid  their  Children  to  be  circumcifed, 
and  forbid  all  Burnt-offerings  and  Sacrifices  in  the  Tern-' 
pie  to  the  God  of  Ifrael :  He  called  it  the  Temple  of 
Jupiter  Olympus ,  fet  up  his  Image  on  the  Altar,  ani  fa- 
crificed  to  it ;  he  commanded  the  People  to  profane  the 
Sabbath,  he  fet  up  Altars  and  Groves,  and  Chapels  of 
Idols  throughout  the  Cities,  and  required  them  to  offer 
the  Flefh  ofSwine  and  other  unclean  Beafts,  and  then  to 
eat  it ;  and  he  Ceftroyed  the  Books  of  the  Law  wherefo- 
ever  they  wrere  found. 

Note,  This  Image  of  Jupiter,  fet  up  on  the  Altar  by  A/u~ 
tiochus  Epiphanes,  is  luppofed  to  be  the  Abomination 
that  maketh  defolate ,  foretold  by  Daniel ,  chap.  xi.  31. 
as  the  Roman  Enfign,  with  the  Eagle  on  it,  which 
was  the  Bird  of  Jupiter ,  let  up  in  the  Temple,  was 
the  Abomination  of  Dcfolation  which  Daniel  fcretels, 
Dan .  ix.  27.  and  chap.  xii.  11.  and  which  our  Saviour 
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i6S  Ant  iochus’j  Kings  of  Syria,  Chap.  XIX. 

rcfer3  to.  Matt.  xxiv.  15.  Abomination  is  the  common 
Name  for  an  Idol  in  the  Old  Teftament  :  and  when 
iuch  are  fet  up  in  the  San&uary,  it  may  well  bo  called 
Deflation,  lor  the  Prieds  are  driven  away,  and  the 
true  Worlhip  of  God  ceafes. 

Obferve  yet  further,  that  this  Antiochus  Epiphanes  is 
called  by  fome  the  JemjiJh  Antichrift  ;  becaufe  feveral 
of  the  lame  Things  are  foretold  of  him  by  the  Prophet 
Daniel,^  which  are  alfo  predided  of  the  Roman  Anti- 
ciirift,  in  the  Chriftian  Church,  by  the  Apodle  John. 

16  Did  any  of  the  lfraelites  comply  witn  his  Com¬ 
mands  i 

A .  Though  there  were  Multitudes  who  would  not  de¬ 
file  themfelves,  and  break  the  Law  of  God,  yet  too  many 
of  them  for  Fear,  and  fome  out  of  Ambition  to  pleafe  the 
King,  conformed  to  his  Religion,  and  facrificed,  and 
burnt  Incenfe  to  Idols  in  the  Streets  of  the  Cities  of 
Judea, 

17  How  did  the  King  punilh  thofe  that  refufed  ? 
A.  He  put  the  Men  to  Death  every  Month,  he  flew* 

feveral  Women  that  had  caufei  their  Children  to  be  cir- 
cumciled,  hanged  the  Infants  about  their  Necks,  and 
killed  thofe  that  circumciied  them.  This  Perfection 
may  be  feen  more  at  laige,  1  Macc.  chap.  i.  and  iii.  and 
2  Macc,  vi. 

18  What  did  the  Samaritans  do  on  this  Occahon? 
A..  When  the  Jews  were  in  Profperity,  they  challeno-- 

ed  Kinared  with  the  Jews ;  but  they  difowned  them  when 
they  were  under  Perlecution :  And  therefore  on  this  Oc¬ 
calion  they  made  no  Apology  to  Antiochus  the  King,  for 
having  heretofore  ufed  the  Jewifh  Rites ;  but  now  having 
renounced  them,  they  complied  with  the  Heathen  Religi- 
on,  and  defired  their  I  emple  on  Mount  Gerizim  might  be 
made  the  Temple  of  the  Grecian  Jupiter ,  the  Defender 
of  Strangers,  z  Macc.  vi. 

Sect.  V.  Of  Matthathias,  the  Father  of  the 
Maccabees,  and  the  great  Reformer . 

1  Q^T  THEN  the  Perfecution  was  fo  violent  in  Judea , 
V  y  was  there  any  eminent  public  Opposition 
made  to  it  by  any  of  the  J  ews  l 
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V.  Reformation  by  Mattathias, 

A  Mattathias,  a  Tried  of  the  Courfe  of  Joarib,  who 
dwelt  in  Mo  din,  was  complimented  by  the  King’s  Offi¬ 
cers,  and  tempted  to  comply  with  Heathen  Worfhip 
there,  according  to  the  King’s  Commandment  ;  but  he 
boldly  renounced  their  Superibtions,  and  declared  his 
Refolution  to  die  in  the  Religion  of  the  Jews,  1  Mace.  11. 

2  What  Inllance  did  he  give  cf  his  Courage  and 

A  '  When  one  of  the  Jews  came  to  facrifice  on  the  Hea¬ 
then  Altar  which  was  at  Moa'in,  he  could  not  forbear  to 
{hew  his  Indignation,  as  a  Zealot,  but  ran  and  dew  the 
Man  upon  the  Altar,  and  at  the  fame  Time  killed  tha 
King’s  chief  Officer  there,  who  came  to  enforce  thefe 
wicked  Commands. 

3  In  what  Manner  did  he  maintain  this  bold  En- 

terprize  ?  . 

A.  He  cried  with  a  loud  Voice  through  the  City, 

Wbofoewr  is  zealous  of  the  Law  let  him  follow  ?ne.  So 
he  and  his  Sons  fled  to  the  Mountain,  and  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Jews  fled  with  them,  and  hid  themfelves  in  the 
Wildernefs. 

4  Q  Did  not  the  King’s  Army  purfue  them  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  camped  againft  them,  and  attacked  a 
confiderable  Number  of  them  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

5  And  did  the  Jews  make  no  Refiftance  ? 

A.  None  at  all,  becaufe  it  was  the  Sabbath ;  but  they 
faid.  Let  us  all  die  in  our  Innocency  :  Whereupon  a  thou- 
fand  People  were  ilain, 

6  Did  Mattathias  and  his  Friends  approve  of  this 
Conduct  ? 

A.  It  feems  as  if  their  Zeal  at  frit  approved  of  it  ; 
but  upon  better  Confideration  they  decreed,  it  was  law¬ 
ful  and  necefiary  for  them  to  defend  themfelves,  if  they 
were  attacked  again  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

Note,  This  Decree  was  ratified  by  the  Con  lent  of  all  the 

Priefls  and  Elders  amongfi  them  ;  and  it  was  fent  to  all 

others  through  the  Land,  and  was  made  a  Rule  in  their 

following  Wars. 

7.  What  did  King  Antiochus  do,  when  he  heard 
of  this  bold  and  public  Refinance  nude  to  his  Commands 
and  his  Government  ? 

L  + 
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.,7  V  H  ?,C  r  r  vf7  great  Cruelties  on  all  the  Jews 

c  t, '  :  lnt°  ,1IS  Hands,  who  would  not  forfake  the  Law 
ot  Mcfes  ;  fmee  the  mere  Terrors  of  Death  did  not  af- 
tnghtthem. 

8  Ql  What  very  remarkable  Infiances  do  we  find  in 
Hiftory  of  this  Cruelty  ? 

A.  Seven  Breihren  with  their  Mother,  were  terribly 
tormented  to  conftrain  them  to  eat  Swine’s  Flefh,  which 
the  Law  of  Mcjes  for  Die  s. 

9  Q-  How  did  they  endure  their  Torments  ? 

A.  With  great  Courage,  one  after  another,  in  a  long 
Succeffion,  they  bore  the  various  Tortures  that  were  in¬ 
flicted  on  them,  and  declared  they  were  ready  to  fufrer 
ratner  than  tranfgtefs  the  Laws  of  their  Fathers. 

10  What  Tortures  were  thofe  which  the  Kinsr  exe- 

cuted  upon  them  ?  6 


A:  A  great  Variety  of  exquifne  and  bloody  Cruelties  r 
*eir  Limbs  were  cut  off,  their  Tongues  were  cut  out. 
they  were  tri^d  m  Frying  pans,  the  Skin  of  the  Head 
wastorn  oft  with  the  Hair,  and  they  died  under  the  An-* 
gmlh  and  Violence  of  thefe  Torments ;  while  their  Mo¬ 
ther  at  the  fame  Time  looked  on,  and  encouraged  them 
all  to  fufter  boldly,  m  Oppofition  to  the  lntreaties, 
i  nreatemngs,  and  Commands  of  the  King. 

i  • 1  what  Manner  did  fhe  encourage  her  Sens  in 

their  Sufferings  ? 

A.  By  the  tendered  Speeches  of  an  affectionate  Mother 
to  her  Sons,  fhe  befeeched  chem  to  fear  God,  and  not 
Man  ;  and  to  endure,  in  hope  of  a  happy  Refurreclion, 
wnen  lhe  mould  receive  them  all  again  in  Mercy. 

3  2  Did  lhe  herfelfalfo  fuffer  the  Torment  ? 

A.  When  lhe  had  feen  all  her  Sons  die  like  Martyrs  be¬ 
fore  her,  lhe  hniftied  that  fad  Speddacle,  and  died  alio  for 
her  Religion,  2  Macc.  vii. 

13  Q;  V/hat  did  Mattathias  do  all  this  while  in  the 
Mountains  ? 


A.  He  ftill  encouraged  the  Jews  to  join  with  him,  and 

among  others,  there  were  many  of  the  Jf/ideans ,  who 
were  zealous  for  the  Law,  reforted  to  him 

14  Ch  Who  were  thefe  Jftdeans,  or  Chafideans ,  as  it 
ought  to  be  written  ? 


A.  A 


t3£&,  V.  Reformation  h  Mattathias,  &V.  1 7  * 

A.  A  Sea  among  the  Jews,  who  were  called  Chafe- 
Aim  or  the  Pious ,  who  were  not  only  zealous  of  th 
Law,  but  of  many  other  Conftitutions  JradtUons 
and  Forms  of  Mortification,  beyond  what  the  Law  re¬ 
quired  ;  whereas  thofe  who  contented  themfeWes  w  da 

what  was  written  in  the  Law,  were  called  Zadimm ,  or 
^What  Exploits  did  Mattathias  and  his  Friends 

PeA°rThey  went  round  about  the  Towns  and  Villages, 
pulled  down  the  Heathen  Altars,  and  circumcifed  the 
Children  ;  they  flew  and  put  to  flight  many  of  their  Ene¬ 
mies,  and  recovered  feveral  Copies  of  the  jewifh  L  - 

16  Q-  When  Mattatbias  died,  who  fucceeded  him  . 
A.  lull  before  his  Death  he  made  a  noble  Speech  to 

his  five  Sons  to  encourage  them  in  the  Defence  of  t  eir 
Religion  and  their  Country  :  he  recommenued  his  Son 
Simon,  as  a  Man  of  Counfel,  but  he  made  his  Son  Judas, 

furnamed  Maccabeus ,  their  Captain. 

1 7  Q.  How  came  he  to  be  called  Maccabeus  . 

A.  The  Motto  of  his  Standard  was  the  firit  Letters^of 
that  Hebrew  Sentence,  Exod.  xv.  n.  Mi  Camoka  Eaehm 
Jehovah,  that  is,  Who  is  like  to  thee  among  the  Gods  U 
Lord?  Which  Letters  were  formed  into  the  artificial 
Word  Maccabi ,  and  all  that  fought  under  his  Standard 


were  called  Maccabees. 

Note,  This  has  been  a  common  Pra&ice  among  the  Jews, 
to' frame  Words  in  this  Manner.  So  Rabbi  Mojes  Ben 
Maimon,  that  is,  the  Son  of  Maimon.  is  called  Ram- 
ham  ,  Rabbi  Solomon  Jar  chi,  is  called  Raft.  Nor  is 
the  Ule  of  the  firif  Letters  of  Words  for  luch  kind  of 
Purpofes  unknown  among  Heathens  or  Chrittians. 
The  Letters  S.  P«  t^^R.  were  written  oil  the  Ro.t.uH 
Standard,  for  Senatus  Populus  £>u*  Romanus  ;  that  is, 
the  Roman  Senate  and  People. ”  Jems  Chrilt  our 
Saviour  hath  been  called  a  Fifh ,  in  Greek  IXG)/  » 
by  the' Fathers,  becauie  thefe  are  the  firil  Letteis  of 
thofe  Greek  Words  JeJ'us  Chrift ,  God's  S on  the  Savi¬ 
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Sect.  VI.  Of  the  Jewifo  Government  under  the  Mac- 
cabees  or  Asmoneans  :  And  firft  0f  the  three 
Brothers  Judas,  Jonathan,  WSimon. 

*  ^  W  valjant.  did  Judas  and  his 

V  V  Brethren  do,  m  Defence  of  the  Law  and 
again#  their  Perfecutors  ?  3  nc* 

J.  He  won  many  battles  again!!  King  Antiochus  and 
s  Generals,  and  encouraged  himfeif  and  his  Soldiers  io 
She  name  of  God,  wnenfoever  they  beo-an  to  faint 

raoS;™'"  *"  '““‘•f /«.' and  hlTtefc, 

andAJ„d?;I1faZ“l^,he”  “r°"n<ii" 

Here  note.  That  the  firft  Book  of  Maccabees  is  a  very  ac 
curate  and  excellent  Hiftory,  and  comes  neareft  to  the 
Snle  and  Manner  of  the  facred  Writings  ;  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  written  a  little  after  thefe  Perfections  and 
Wars  were  ended.  But  the  fecond  Book  confifts  of 
fevera!  Pieces  of  much  lefs  Value :  It  begins  with  two 
f.ptftles  from  the  Jews  of  Jerufalem,  but  both  are  fup- 
po  ed  to  be  fabulous  Stories,  and  in  fome  Parts  impof. 
fible  to  be  true.  The  following  Parts  of  it  pretend  to 
oe  an  Abridgment  of  the  Hiftory  of  one  Jafon  ;  it  re¬ 
lates  fome  of  the  Perfecutions  of  Antiocbus,  and  the 
Mis  of  Judas,  amplified  with  particular  Circumftances 
but  it  is  not  of  equal  Elleem  with  the  firft  Book,  for  it 
feems  to  affeft  Miracles  and  prodigious  Events  he- 
yond  reafonable  Credibility. 

3  Qc  How  did  King  Antiochus  refent  thefe  Attempts 

of  Judas,  and  his  Succcflss  again#  him  ?  r 

A.  When  he  went  into  Perfta  to  gather  the  Tribute  of 
the  Countries  there,  he  left  Lyfias  with  half  his  Army, 

and  with  exprefs  Orders  to  deftroy  and  root  the  Jews  ouc 
of  their  Land. 

4  Did  Lyfias  purfue  the  King’s  Orders  ? 

A.  Yes,  with  great  Diligence  ^he  fought  to  execute 
thefe  cruel  Orders:  His  Army,  lof  forty  thoufand  Foot 
and  feven  thoufand  Horfe,  encamped  at  Emmaus  near  Je¬ 
rusalem  ;  and  an  other  Army  of  a  thouiand  Merchants, 
flocked  thither  upon  Prefumpdon  of  their  Victory,  with 
great  (juantities  of  bilver  and  Cold  to  buy  the  Captives 
tor  flaves.  ^ 
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5  CL  How  did  their  wicked  Counfel  to  deftroy  Ifrad 

fU<A  6  When  they  were  thus  fecure  and  confident  of  Sue- 
cefs  Tudas  and  his  Brethren  affembled  at  Ivhzpah,  failed, 
-on  tekd.*,  l.,d  open  the  Book  of  .he  L»  bete 
God.  where  the  Heathens  had  painted  their  Images, 
cried  mightily  unto  God  for  help,  founded  the  Tmmpett, 
brought  the  Army  into  Order,  and  prepared  for  Battle 
and  for  Death,  unlefs  God  pleafed  to  make  them  Gon- 

What  was  the  Event  of  fo  much  pious  Zeal  and 

C T' Judas  and  his  Army  put  to  Right  and  deftroy  ed  G- 
veral  large  Parties  that  Lyfias  had  fent  agamft  him  they 
drove  the  Enemy  out  of  Jerufalem,  and  almoft  ou  of  the 
Land  of  Judea,  and  took  a  very  large  Booty  both  from 

the  Army  and  the  Merchants.  .  D 

7  Q.  What  was  the  firit  Work  that  Judas  and  his  1  eo- 
pie  applied  themfelves  to  upon  this  great  Succefs  ? 

V  A.  They  went  up  into  Mount  Sion,  and  when  they 
faw  the  San&uary  dcfolate,  the  Altar  profaned,  the  Gates 
burnt  up.  Shrubs  and  Grafs  growing  in  the  Courts  of  the 
Temple,  they  rent  their  Clothes,  fell  down  upon  their 
Faces,  and  made  great  Lamentation,  with  humb.e  Cries 

to  Heaven.  .  .  ,  . 

g  Had  they  Power  and  Time  to  repair  the  Temple 

and  reilore  the  Worfhio  of  Gcd  ?  . 

A.  Yes  ;  they  applied  themfelves  to  tne  W one  with  all 

Diligence,  they  fought  outPrieils  of  blamelefs  Converfa- 
tion  to  cleanfe  the  San&uary  ;  they  pulled  down  the  Al¬ 
tar  of  Burnt  offering,  becaufe  the  Heathens  had  denied 
it ;  they  built  a  new  Altar  as  the  Law  direds,  with  whole 
Stones;  they  made  new  holy  Veffels,  the  Altar  of  Jn- 
cenfe,  the  Table,  and  the  Candlellicks,  all  or  Gold, 
which  they  had  taken  from  their  Enemies and  they  let 
all  the  Parts  of  divine  Worfhip  in  order  again,  and  offer¬ 
ed  Sacrifice  according  to  the  Law. 

9  Q.  How  did  they  kindle  the  facrcd  Fire  on  the  Al¬ 
tar  i 

A.  Having  loft  the  Fire  which  came  down  from  Tiea- 
ycHy  which  was  kept  burning  on  the  Altar  at  Jerinalc  m 
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before  the  Rabylonijh  Captivity  thev  fl-rvrL-  p- 

Z?,“,dr°  k'"dL 

this  fered° re  Th.thScorhy  7'"  '  T(?P!e  had 

d.,  of,hi,  feCiS?  »f  S'pT.’ w0*i;  ;k'  Ti«  »r 

hd  paoi^iiSat  fh.vS!  ’hmin  'h«  H“h» 

“/a£h f  ^  “d  Te,"Pfc  “  b“»  “  W«  V 

d  //  fading  Memorial  was  appointed  frr  t1  * 

Reftoratton  of  the  Worfhip  of  God  in  theTeSf"  “,S 
.  J^das  and  his  Brethren,  and  the  wholp 

thvC  Days  of  the  Dedication  of  fhe 

te/th&felt  ^  °f  G°d  “  W  £  * 

thif  T ,W  ar-  la°!d  hj  HTiflorians>  that  k  continued  from 
td  Pl^  n  •rlEoOUtaryr]ntenUption  from  the  Heathens 
£e?  r"r  th?  Temple> the  *“»*«.  though 
Heathens!  h  fernple  °ften  in  the  Hands  of  tL 

Note’  Some  fay  this  was  the  very  Feaft  of  Dedication 

wh.ch  our  Saviour  honoured  with  his  Prefence  at  Jen, - 

f  L'.m  .  1  hougn  others  think  it  was  the  Dedication 

of  Solomon  s  Temple.  Yet  the  Seafon  being  WinteT 

it  rather  agrees  to  the  Time  of  Maccabeus’s  Dedica- 
tion. 

13^  Were  not  the  Jews  at  all  annoyed  or  diflurbed 

by  the  line  my  m  this  pious  Work  ? 

A.  There  was  ftill  that  Fortrefs  built  by  Appdknius  re - 
maining  ,n  the  Hands  of  the  Heathens  and  apoftate  lews  - 
i  t  ftood  on  mount  Ac, -a,  a  rifmg  Ground  over  again!*  the 
Mountain  of  the  Temple,  and  rather  higher  fhan  th« 

JoW  to^hr  TnCC  5  JCWS  recdved  fomy  Annoyance  in 
■going  to  the  l  emple. 
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14  Q_  What  farther  Care  did  Judas  and  his  People  take 
for  their  own  Security  ? 

A.  When  they  could  rot  drive  out  the  Enemy  at  once 
they  built  up  Mount  Sion,  with  high  Walls  and  ibong 
Towers,  and  put  a  Garrifon  there  to  keep  it,  and  as  far 
as  pofTible  to  fecure  the  Priefts  and  People  when  they  went 
to  worfhip,  and  to  prevent  the  Gentiles  from  treading 
down  the  Sanftuary  again. 

1 5  Did  Judas  and  his  People  continue  to  enjoy 
Peace  ?$i 

A.  Though  they  maintained  the  Temple- Worfhip, 
yet  they  were  ftill  engaged  in  War  :  for  all  the  Nations 
round  about  them  were  much  difpleafed  that  the  San6luary 
was  reftored,  and  they  attacked  the  Jews  cn  every  fide ; 
but  God  gave  Judas  and  his  Brethren  the  Viftory  in  ma¬ 
ny  Battles ;  and  they  returned  to  jerufalem,  and  gave 
Thanks  to  God  in  Sion  for  his  remarkable  Prote&ion  of 
them,  that  they  had  not  loft  one  Man,  1  Macc,  v.  54. 

16  Did  Judas  make  any  more  Expeditions  againft 
his  Enemies  ? 

A.  He  led  forth  his  Forces  againft  Corgi  as,  one  of 
Antiochus 9  Generals,  and  againft  the  ldumeans ,  who  had 
been  very  vexatious  to  the  Jews;  and  though  feveral  of 
the  Jews  were  ftain,  yet  Judas  renewing  the  Courage  of 
his  Army  by  linging  Pfalms  with  a  loud  Voice,  and 
lufhing  upon  their  Enemies,  put  them  to  flight. 

17  Q.  What  remarkable  Crime  was  found  among  the 
Jews  that  were  ftain  ? 

A.  When  they  came  to  bury  their  Dead,  they  found 
Things  confecrated  to  Idols  under  the  Garment  of  every 
]ew  that  was  ftain,  whereupon  the  People  praifed  the 
Lord,  the  righteous  Judge  of  Men  :  But  without  any 
Encouragement  from  Scripture,  they  offered  Sacrifices 
and  Prayers  lor  the  Pardon  of  the  Dead,  2  Maccabees  xii, 
34,  &c. 

Note,  It  is  from  this  Place,  in  the  fecond  Book  of  the 

Maccabees ,  that  the  Papills  borrow  iheir  Prajers  for 

the  Dead. 

1 8  Cb_  Where  was  Antiochus  the  King  all  this  while? 

A.  He  was  gone  to  Perfia ,  not  only  to  receive  his  Tri¬ 
bute,  as  1  Macc .  iii.  31.  but  to  blunder  the  Temple  of 

Diana, 

•  0  9 
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Diana,  (who  amang  the  Perfians  is  called  Zaretes)  which 
I  eiuple  hood  at  Ely  mas ,  and  had  incredible  Riches  of 

CtcM  and  Silver,  and  golden  Armour  which  were  laid 
lip  there. 

19  Did  he  fucceed  in  the  Enterprize  ? 

A.  The  People  of  the  Country,  having  Notice  of  his 
Dengn,  joined  together  in  Defence  of  that  Idol’s  Tern- 
pie,  and  beat  him  off  with  fhame. 

.  20  Qt  H°w  did  he  receive  the  News  of  the  Defeat  of 
his  Generals  and  Armies  in  Judea  ? 

^  ^ utmofl  Rage  and  Indignation,  as  well  as 
Grief  of  Mind;  but  he  refolved  to  make  Haile  thither, 
and  threatened  to  make  the  City  of  Jerufalem  as  one 

Grave  for  the  Jews,  where  he  would  bury  the  whole  Na¬ 
tion. 

zi  What  followed  upon  this  Infolent  Speech  of 

Antiochus  the  King  ? 

A  He  was  immediately  fmitten  with  an  incurable 
1  lague  in  tne  Midi!  of  his  Journey,  his  Rowels  were  feiz- 
ed  with  grievous  Torment,  his  Chariot  was  overthrown 
and  he  was  iorely  bruifed,  and  forced  to  be  confined  to 
his  Bed  in  a  little  Town  on  the  Road,  where  lie  lay  lan* 
guifhing  under  foul  Ulcers  of  Body,  and  flurp  Terror 
of  Mind  till  he  died. 

Note,  It  hath  been  cbferved  by  Hiilorians,  that  fuch  a 
fort  of  Deith  by  toul  Ulcers  hath  befallen  many  Perfe- 
cutors,  both  in  former  and  latter  Times. 

22  Had  he  any  Regret  upon  his  Confidence,  par¬ 
ticularly  for  his  Cruelty  and  Wickednefs  pradlifed  upon 
the  Jews  ? 

A.  Both  Jewrs  and  Heathens  give  us  an  Account  of  the 
dreadful  Anguifh  of  Mind  which  he  then  fuffered,  and 
though  the  Heathen  Hifiorian  attributes  it  to  the  intended 
Sacrilege  and  Robbery  dtfigned  upon  the  Temple  of  Di¬ 
ana,  yet  the  Jewifh  Hiilorians  acquaint  us  that  Antiochus 
himfelf  imputed  his  Calamities  to  the  horrid  Impieties 
and  Cruelties  that  lie  had  been  guilty  of  againft  the  God 
of  Ifrael  and  his  People,  and  bitterly  repented  of  them 
with  inward  Horror  on  his  Death  bed. 

Note,  \  his  Antiochus  hpiphanes  having  been  a  great  Op- 
pre/Tor  of  the  Jewifh  Church,  and  the  Type  of  Anti- 

chriiK 
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chrift,  there  is  a  larger  Account  of  him  in  DaniePs 
Prophecy  than  of  any  ocher  Prince.  The  Xlth  chap, 

ver."  n _ 45.  relates  wholly  to  him,  as  well  as  fome 

Paflages  in  the  Vllth  and  Xllth  chapters,  the  Expli¬ 
cation  and  Accompliftiment  of  which  may  be  read  in 
Dr.  Prideaux' s  Connexion ,  Part  II.  B.  iii.  And  the 
Accompliftiment  is  fo  exa&,  that  Porphyry ,  a  learned 
Heathen  in  the  third  Century,  pretends  that  it  is  mere 
Hiftorv,  and  that  it  was  written  after  the  Event. 

2^  Q/What  became  of  the  Garrifon  of  the  Syrians  int 
the  Tower  of  Acra ,  which  fo  much  molefted  thejew4 
in  Jerufalem  ? 

A.  Judas  Maccabeus  befieged  them,  whereupon  An + 
tiochus  Eupator,  the  Son  and  Succeffor  of  Epiphanes, 
brought  avail  Army  again  ft  Judas,  confifting  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  thou  fan  d  Foot,  twenty  thoufond  Horfe,  thirty- two 
Elephants,  and  three  hundred  armed  Chariots  of  War. 

24  What  could  the  Jews  do  againft  fo  great  an 

Army  ? 

A.  Judas  having  given  this  Watch  word,  Vittory.  is 
of  the  Lcrdj  fell  upon  them  in  the  Night,  and  having 
ftiin  four  thoufand  immediately,  and  fix  hundred  the 
next  Morning,  made  a  fafe  Retreat  to  Jerufalem. 

25  CL  What  remarkable  Inftance  of  Courage  was  giv¬ 
en  by  Elcatcar,  the  Brother  of  Judas ,  in  this  Battle? 

A.  When  he  faw  one  Elephant  higher  and  more  adorn¬ 
ed  than  the  reft,  he  fuppofed  the  King  himfelf  was  on  it ; 
therefore  he  ran  fur'oufly  through  the  Troops,  and  made 
his  Way  to  the  Beaft,  he  thruft  up  his  Spear  under  his 
Belly,  and  the  Beaft,  wi  h  the  Tower  that  was  upon  him, 
filling  down,  cruftied  him  to  Death. 

26  Ck  Had  Aniiochus  Eupator's  Army  any  Succefs  af¬ 
terward  againft  the  Jews  ? 

A.  They  marched  to  Jerufalem  under  the  Command 
of  Lyfias ,  they  befieged  the  Sandluary,  and  when  the 
jews  were  near  furrendering  for  Want  of  Provifion,  they 
were  ftrangely  relieved  by  the  Providence  of  God. 

27  Q.  In  what  Manner  did  this  Relief  come  ? 

A.  Lyfias  hearing  the  City  of  Antioch  was  feized  by 
cne  Philip,  a  Favourite  of  the  late  King,  who  had  taken 
upon  him  the  Government  of  Syria,  perfuaded  the  prefen c 

King 
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King  to  grant  Peace  to  the  Jews,  which  he  did  :  Yet 
contrary  to  his  own  Promife,  he  pulled  down  the  Fortifi¬ 
cations  of  the  Temple,  when  he  came  and  faw  how 
Itrong  ‘hey  were. 

Prieft  7  W1Ut  beCamC  °f  Menclaus’  the  wKked  High- 

A He  attended  the  King’s  Army  in  this  Expedition 
agamtt  Jerufalem,  in  Hopes  to  recover  his  Office,  and 
to  be  mace  Governor  thare :  But  Lyfms ,  finding  this 
VUr  exceeding  troublefome,  accufed  Menelaus  to  the 
vmg  t, s  the  Author  of  all  this  Mifchief :  Whereupon  he 
was  condemned  to  a  miferable  Death,  being  c ift  headlong: 
into  a  Tower  of  Allies  fifty  Cubits  high.  g 

2  9  Who  was  his  Succeifor  in  the  Priefthood  ? 

A.  Ontas,  the  Son  of  Onias  the  third,  and  Nephew 
to  Menelaus ,  was  the  more  rightful  Succeifor,  but  the 
rejected  him  ;  and  being  disappointed  of  it,  he 
"v  into  Egypt  ;  while  Alcimus  or  Jacimus,  one  of  the 
bamily  of  Aaron ,  (though  not  in  the  right  Line  of 
jofedek,  to  which  the  Priefthood  belonged)  was  made 
High  P r left  by  Antiochus  Eupator  the  King. 
ftefe,  It  was  JoJhua  the  Son  of  Jofedech  or  Jozadek,  was 

the  rightful  High  Prieft  at  the  Return  from  Babylon . 

See  Ezra  iii,  2.  and  Hag  i.  1. 

30  CL  Was  Alcimus  admitted  to  the  Exercife  cf  the 
Office  in  Jerufalem  ? 

A.  He  was  refufed  by  the  Jews,  becaufe  he  had  com¬ 
plied  with  the  Heathen  Superftition  in  the  Time  of  the 
Per 'ecuuon  ;  but  he  befought  the  Aid  of  Demetrius  the 

new  King  againft  Judas  and  the  People,  who  refufed  to 
receive  him  r 


3  1  Qv,  Ho  Af  came  this  Demetrius  to  be  King  ? 

A*  He  was  tne  Son  of  Seleucus  Philopator ,  who  was 
trie  eld  eft  Brother  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes  ;  and  though 
he  could  not  perfuade  the  Romans  to  affift  him  in  feizing 
the  Kingdom  of  Syria ,  iince  Antiochus  Epiphanes  was 
dead,  yet  he  landed  in  Syria ,  and  perfuaded  the  People 
that  the  Romans  had  ft  nt  him  :  Whereupon  Antiochus  Eu¬ 
pator  and  Lyftas  were  feized  by  their  own  Soldiers,  and 
put  to  Death  by  Order  of  Demetrius , 

3 1  Hid  Demetrius  eftablifti  alcimus  in  the  prieft- 
hood,  in  Opposition  to  Judas  and  his  People i 
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A.  He  endeavoured  to  do  it  by  fending  one  Bacchides 
againft  them,  but  without  Succefs ;  afterwards  making 
Nicanor ,  who  was  Mailer  of  his  Elephants,  Governor  or 
Judea,  he  fen t  him  to  flay  Judas,  and  to  fubdue  the 

Jews. 

33  Qc  What  Succefs  had  Nicanor  in  this  Attempt  ? 

A.  Though  at  firil  he  was  unwilling  to  make  V/ar  on 
judas,  yet  being  urged  by  the  King,  he  purfued  it  with 
Fury,  and  having  fpoken  many  blafphemous  Words 
againft  the  Temple  and  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  threatened 
to  demolilh  it,  and  to  build  a  d  ernple  to  Bacchus  in  the 
Room  of  it,  he  himfelf  was  flain,  and  his  Army  was 

fhamefully  routed  by  Judas. 

34.  What  encouragement  had  Judas  to  hope  for 

Vidloiy  in  this  Battle  ? 

A .  Not  only  from  the  Blafphemies  of  Nicanor ,  but  he 
was  animated  alfo  by  a  divine  Vifion,  and  thus  he  en¬ 
countered  his  Enemies  with  Chearfulnefs,  and  with  ear¬ 
ned:  Prayer  to  God,  2  Macc .  xiv.  and  xv. 

35  What  rejoicing  did  Judas  and  die  Jews  make  on 

this  Occafion  ? 

A.  He  cut  off  Nicanor* s  Head,  and  his  right  Hand 
which  he  had  flretched  out  againft  the  Temple,  and  hang¬ 
ed  them  up  upon  one  of  the  Towers  of  Jerufalem,  and 
appointed  a  yearly  Day  or  Thanksgiving  in  Memory  of 
this  Victory,  which  is  called  Nicanor  s  Day. 

36  What  was  the  next  Aft  of  Judas  for  the  good 
of  his  Country  ? 

A.  Hearing  of  the  growing  Greatnefs  of  the  Romans , 
he  fent  to  make  a  League  for  mutual  Defence  with  them  ; 
to  which  the  Romans  confented,  and  eftablifhed  it, '  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  Jews  as  their  Friends  and  Allies,  and 
ordered  Demetrius  to  vex  them  no  more. 

37  CL  Did  Demetrius  obey  chele  Orders  ? 

A.  Before  thefe  Orders  came  to  his  Hand,  he  had  fent 
Bacchides  the  fecondTime  to  revenge  Nicanor  s  Death, 
and  to  eftablilh  AlcimiCs  in  the  Priefthood. 

38  Whar.  Succefs  had  this  fecond  Expedition  of 
Bacchides  againft  the  Jews  ? 

A%  A  very  unhappy  one  indeed  for  the  Je  .vs ;  for  he  fo 
much  overpowered  Judas  with  the  Number  of  his  Forces 

M  who 


Chap.  XIX, 


who  had  then  but  three  thoufand  Men  with  him,  that  e- 
ven  die  greateft  Part  of  thefe  three  thoufand  fled  from 
him  for  hear:  And  Judas  being  alhamed  to  fly  for  his 
Life,  he  was  flam  through  an  Excefs  of  Courage. 

39  Qa  What  Mifchiefs  enfued  on  the  Death*of  Judas  ? 
A  The  Jews  wrere  greatly  difheartened  ;  Bacchides 
prevailed  every  where,  took  Jerufaiem,  fubdued  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Country  ;  and  put  to  Death  the 
Friends  oi  Judas,  where  he  could  find  them;  manyapof- 
tate  Jews  fided  with  him.  Alcimus  exercifed  the  High- 
1  riefthood  in  a  very  wicked  Manner,  and  imitated  the 
Heathen  Superftmon  in  the  Worfhip  of  God.  He  gave 
Orders  to  pull  down  the  Wall  of  the  inner  Court  of  the 
■bandluary,  and  is  fuppofed  alfo  to  break  down  the  Wall 
which  divided  the  more  holy  Part  of  the  Mountain  of  the 
Temple  from  the  lefs  holy,  and  gave  the  Gentiles  equal 
Liberty  with  the  Jews  to  enter  there. 

Aote  fir  ft,  Itisfaid  in  i  Mate.  ix.  ^4.  that  he  a&ually 
puhed  down  the  Work  of  the  Prophets ,  whatever  that? 
was  ;  but  it  is  thought  he  only  gave  Order  for  pulling 
emvn  the  Wall  of  the  inner  Court,  which  may  be  fup¬ 
pofed  to  be  the  Court  of  the  Priefs. 

Note  fecond,  It  is  hard  to  determine  how  far  the  Wall 
which  feparated  the  Gentiles  from  that  outer  Court  of 
the  Temple  which  was  made  for  the  Jews,  was  cf 
God’s  Appointment,  or  how  early  it  was  built.  We 
do  not  read  of  it  in  Scripture,  neither  in  the  buildino- 
ot  the  Temple  of  Solomon,  where  there  was  only  the 
Cou,  tfff  he  Priefs,  and  the  great  Court y  nor  in  the 
Rebuilding  it  by  Zeruhabel,  does  Scrioture  tell  us  of 
fuch  a  Separation.  Indeed,  in  Jebfjbaphat's  Tkne, 
we  react  of  anew  Court,  2  Chron  xx.  5.  What  it  was 
no  Man  knows  certainly,  ;  perhaps  it  was  only  one 
Court  renewed.  For  in  Manafleh's  Days,  which  was 
about  200  Years  after,  there  were  but  two  Courts,  2 
Chi  on.  xxxiii.  5.  Dr.  Prideaux  indeed,  fuppofes  that 
the  latter  i  rophets,  klaggai  and  Zechariah ,  ordered  a- 
low  Wall,  or  rather  Inclofure,  to  be  built  called  Chel, 
in  the  fecond  J  emple,  within  winch  no  uncircumcifed 
1  erfon  fhouiu  enter  :  And  one  Realon  of  that  Opini¬ 
on  is,  becaufe  1  Mare.  ix.  54,  it  is  Lid,  that  Alcimus 
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pulled  do^wn  alfo  the  Work  of  the  Prophets .  That  there 
was  fuch  a  feparating  Wall  in  the  Days  of  the  Macca¬ 
bees,  or  before,  is  generally  luppofed  ;  that  this  Court 
of  the  Gentiles  was  alfo  in  Herod's  Temple,  is  agreed  ; 
and  there  feems  to  be  a  Reference  to  it  in  Ephef  ii.  14. 
having  broken  donjon  the  middle  kVa 1 1  or  Partition.-— 
See  Lonvth  on  Ezek  xl.  17.  But  whether  any  of  the 
Argumentsare  effectual  to  prove  it  was  of  divine  Ap¬ 
pointment,  the  learned  Reader  mull:  judge.  See  Pri¬ 
de  aux'  s  Connection  of  the  Old  and  Nenv  Teft ament . — - 
Part  II.  Bookiv.  Page  261.  in  8vo.  a.;d  Lightfoot  of 
the  Temple ,  chap,  xvii. 

If  it  be  as  fome  have  maintained,  that  the  Jews  in  re¬ 
building  that  Temple  under  Zerubabel ,  took  Pattern, 
in  a  great  Meafure,  from  the  Prophetical  Temple  in 
Ezikiel’s  Vifion  ;  then  there  feems  to  have  been  a 
Court  large  enough  for  the  Court  of  the  Gentiles  : — 
For  chap.  xl.  5.  and  xlii  20.  There  nvas  a  Wall  on 
the  outfede  of  the  Houfe  round  about ,  or  five  hundred 
Reeds  Jquare ,  to  make  a  fcparation  betvoeen  the  Sanctu¬ 
ary  and  the  Prophane  Place.  See  Lovoth  on  thofe  I  exts. 
Perhaps  in  thefe  Times  this  was  called  the  Mount  of 
the  Temple. 

40  What  became  of  Alcimus  when  he  pradlifed 
thefe  things  with  Inlolence  ? 

A.  He  was  fmitten  by  the  Hand  of  God  with  a  PaJfy, 
his  Speech  was  taken  away,  fo  that  he  could  give  no 
further  wicked  Commands,  nor  fo  much  as  fet  in  Order 
his  own  Houfe,  and  he  died  in  great  Torment,  1  Macc . 

**  54,  55-. 

41  Did  the  furvivmg  Brethren  of  Judas  J\iaccabeus 
make  no  Efforts  againft  thefe  their  Enemies  ? 

A.  Yes,  his  Brother  Jonathan  being  chofcn  by  the 
People,  took  on  him  the  Government ;  and  though  their 
Brother  John  was  flain  by  the  Jambrites,  yet  Simon  re¬ 
mained  ;  and  thefe  two  made  fuch  a  continual  Refiflar.ee, 
that  in  fome  Years  Ti  me  .  Alcimus  being  dead,  Bacchides 
grew  wear y  of  the  War,  and  he  was  inclined  at  lad  to 
make  a  firm  Peace:  And  then  he  redored  the  le*-s 
which  had  been  his  Prifoners,  and  departed  from  Judea 
without  ever  returning. 
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4 2  Qt,  W  hat  Ufe  did  Jonathan  make  of  this  Peace  ? 

A.  He  governed  Ifrael  according  to  the  Law  ;  he  re- 

ilored  the  Jewifli  Religion,  reformed  every  Thing  as  far 
as  he  could,  both  in  Church  and  State,  and  rebuilt  the 
Walls  and  Fortifications  of  Sion . 

43  Who  performed  the  Office  of  High-Pried  all 
this  Time  ? 

A.  There  was  a  V acancy  of  the  Office  for  feven  Years 
after  the  Death  or  Alcimus  ;  till  Alexander  an  Impoftor, 
pretcnacd  to  be  the  Son  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes ,  feized 
the  Kingdom  of  Syria,  and  made  high  Propofals  to  en- 
gage  J  onathan  on  his  fide  agiinft  Demetrius ,  who  had 
been  their  Enemy.  Among  thefe  Propofals  one  was  this, 
SL  hq.i  he  joculu  be  conjl itut ed  and  maintained  the  Governor 
and  the  High -  Brief  of  the  Jews,  and  be  called  the  King's 
Friend,  i  Macc.x.  iS — 2d, 

.Note,  I  think  Jofephns  fuppofes  Judas  to  have  been  made 
High- Pried  before  his  Death  ;  but  Dr.  Prideaux  does 
not  ieem  to  follow  him  in  this  Matter  ;  nor  doth  the 
Book  of  Maccabees,  give  any  Account  of  it.  Though 
upon  Judas’s  redoring  the  Jewifii  Worfhip  in  the 
Temple,  there  mud  be  feme  Perfon  to  officiate  as 
High- Pried  upon  fome  Occafions.  And  Onias  being 
lied  into  Egypt,  whether  Judas  himfelf  did  it  occafion- 
ally,  or  deputed  one  of  the  other  Prielis  to  do  it,  is 
not  certain  :  Perhaps  Judas  might  do  the  Duty,  as 
being  of  the  chief  Family  of  the  Priefihood,  though 
he  did  not  affume  the  Title, 

44^  Did  Jonathan  accept  of  thefe  Propofals? 

A.  There  being  no  other  High-Prieft  in  View,  he  ac¬ 
cepted  it,  by  the  Content  of  all  the  People  ;  and  at  the 
Fead  of  Tabernacles  he  put  on  the  holy  Robe.  Being 
thus  dignified,  he  joined  with  Alexander ,  who  fiiii  grew 
ilronger,  and  flew  his  Rival  Demetrius  in  Battle. 

Note  here,  That  from  this  Time  forward  the  High-PriefL 
hood  continued  in  this  Family  of  the  Afjmoneans  or 
Maccabees,  till  the  Time  of  Herod ,  who  changed  it 
from  an  Office  of  Inheritance,  to  an  arbitrary  Ap¬ 
pointment — it  may  be  proper  to  obferve  here,  that 
the  Family  whence  the  Maccabees  came,  are  called 
AJjincneans  ;  for  Mattatkias ,  their  Father  was  the  Sen 
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of  John,  the  Son  of  Si  trim,  the  Son  of  Affmoneus . 

45  Q,  But  was  JonatFan  °f tFe  e^eft  FamilX  of 
to  whom  the  Friefthood  belonged  ? 

A.  Whether  the  Maccabees  or  Afmoneans  were  of  the 
Race  of  Jofedek  the  High-Prieft,  is  uncertain,  Ezra  in. 
2.  but  it  is  certain  they  were  of  the  Courfe  of  Joarib, 
which  was  of  the  firft  Clafs  of  the  Sons  of  Aaron,  I  Mac¬ 
cabees  \\.  i.  I  Chron.  xxiv.  7.  And  therefore  on  the 
Failure  of  the  former  Family  of  Priefls,  and  none  ap¬ 
pearing  there  with  a  better  Title,  he  had  the  firfl  Right 
to  fucceed  ;  befides  that  he  was  chofen  to  it  in  a  Vacancy 
by  all  the  People. 

46  Where  was  Onias  all  this  while  ? 

A.  Having  fled  into  Egypt,  he  gained  fuch  an  Tntereft 
in  Ptolemy  PhilomeUr  the  King,  a3  to  build  a  Jewifh 
Temple  in  Egypt,  exactly  like  that  at  Jerufalem,  adorn¬ 
ed  with  the  lame  Furniture  of  Veffels  and  Altars  for  In- 
cenfe  and  Sacrifice  ;  and  to  have  himfelf  and  his  Family 
eflablifhed  the  High-Priefts  of  it,  where  they  performed 
the  fame  religious  Service  as  was  done  at  Jerufalem. 

47  In  what  Part  of  Egypt  did  he  build  this  Teitr- 

ple  ? 

A.  In  the  Place  where  Heliopolis ,  or  the  City  of  the 
Sun  flood:  and  there  he  built  a  City  alfo,  and  called  it 
Onion,  after  his  own  Name. 

48  But  how  did  he  perfuade  the  Jews  to  perform 
fuch  Worfhipat  this  Temple  ? 

A.  By  citing  the  W ords  of  Jfaiah ,  chap.  xix.  verfe 
18,  19.  In  that  Day  Jhall  five  Cities  in  the  Land  ofi  E- 
gypt,  fipeak  the  Language  of  Canaan  :  In  that  Day  there 
Jhall  be  an  Altar  to  the  Lord  in  the  Midfi  of  the  Land  of 
Egypt,  &c.  Which  is  truly  to  be  interpreted  concern¬ 
ing  the  future  State  of  the  Gofpel  in  that  Country  in  the 
Days  of  the  IVlefliah ;  but  Onias  applied  it  to  his  own 
Temple  and  Altar. 

49  How  long  did  this  Temple  continue  ? 

A.  ’Till  after  the  Deftru&ion  of  the  Temple  at  Jerufa¬ 
lem,  which  was  above  two  hundred  Years ;  and  then  the 
City  Onion ,  and  the  Temple  were  both  deftroyed  by  the 
Qommand  of  Vefpafian  the  Emperor  of  Rome, 
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.  5°  Ql  Jonathan  go  on  to  Secure  the  jews  of  fudes 
m  their  Pofleflions  and  their  Religion  ? 

A.  By  making  Leagues  with  the  Princes  and  States 
that  favoured  him,  and  by  afliding  fometimes  one  and 
dome  timet  another,  as  the  Imereds  and  Powers  of  Princes 

were  often  changing,  he  defended  and  governed  his  own 
Nation. 

5  1  Q4,  What  became  of  him  at  lad  ? 

A,  By  the  Treachery  of  one  Tryphon ,  who  fought  the 
Kingdom  of  Syria ,  he  was  feized  and  fhut  up  clofe  Pri- 
foners  in  Ptolemais ,  1  Macc.  xi.  and  xii.  And  after¬ 
wards  was  flain  with  his  two  Sons,  chap,  xiii. 

52  Q.  Who  fucceeded  Jonathan  in  the  High-Pried- 
hood  and  Government  ? 

A.  Simon  his  Brother,  by  the  Requed  of  all  the  Peo¬ 
ple. 

53  What  were  fome  of  the  iird  Enterprizes  of  Sir 
mon  ? 

A.  After  an  honourable  Burial  of  his  Brother  at  Modin, 
the  City  of  his  Fathers,  and  the  noble  and  lofty  Monu- 
ment,  and  feven  1  yramids  which  he  fet  up  for  his  Parents, 
his  four  Brethren  and  himfelf,  he  fortified  the  Cities  of 
Judea,  made  a  League  with  young  Demetrius ,  the  Son 
of  Demetrius ,  took  the  City  of  Gaza ,  cleanfed  the 
Houfes  from  Idols,  and  built  himfelf  a  Houfe  there. 

54  Qc  hhd  the  Garrifon  in  the  Tower  of  Acra ,  near 
the  Temple,  continue  to  annoy  the  Tews  in  their  Wor- 
fhip  ? 

A.  Notwithstanding  all  the  Attempts  cf  Judas  and 
Jonathan,  thefe  Enemies  remained  dill  till  the  Days  of 
Simon,  who  fhut  them  up  fo  clofely,  that  after  great 
Numbers  perifhed  with  Famine,  the  red  yielded  up  the 
Tower  to  Simon  :  Immediately  he  chanfed  it  from  its 
Pollutions,  and  entered  into  it  with  Harps  and  Sengs, 
and  great  Triumph. 

55  OL  What  Precautions  did  Simon  take  againd  the 
like  Annoyance  for  Time  to  Come  ? 

A.  By  Confent  and  AiMance  of  the  People,  he  pulled 
down  the  Tower,  and  reduced  the  Mountain  itfelf  fo  low 
that  there  might  be  no  Podibility  of  any  future  Annoy¬ 
ance  to  the  Worfhip  of  the  Temple  from  that  Place. 
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56  Q;  What  farther  fuccefs  had  Simon  in  his  Govern¬ 
ment  ?  ,  _  ,  .  t, 

A.  He  efiablifhed  Jerufalem  and  Judea  in  great  Peace 

and  Plenty  ;  he  fought  out  the  La  v,  and  made  it  to  be 
obeyed;  he  beautified  the  Sanctuary,  multiplied  the 
Veflels  of  the  Temple,  and  maintained  their  Religion  in 

the  divine  Inftitutions  of  it.  . 

57  Qc  What  peculiar  Honour  was  done  him  by  tne 

jews  ? 

A.  In  a  general  Aflembly  of  the  Priefts  and  Elders, 
and  the  People  of  the  Jews,  met  together  at  Jerufalem,  he 
was  condituted  their  Prince  as  well  as  their  High-Priefi  ; 
and  thefe  Dignities  and  Offices  were  fettled  upon  his 
Poderity  for  ever.  This  was  engraven  on  I  abies  of 
Brafs,  together  with  the  good  deeds  of  himfelt  and  his 
.Family,  which  had  merited  fuch  an  Honour  ;  and  thefe 
Tables  were  hung  up  in  the  Sanctuary. 

58  Q.  What  Regard  was  paid  to  him  among  the  Hea¬ 
then  Nations  ? 

A.  Several  Princes  and  People,  the  Lacedemonians , 
the  Romans ,  and  Antiochus ,  furnamed  Sidetes,  the  Sen 
of  D£metrius,  King  of  Syria,  all  fought  his  briendfhip, 
made  Leagues  and  Covenants  with  him,  and  conferred  on 
him  fpecial  Honours,  1  Macc.  xiv,  andxv. 

59Q^  Did  Antiochus  keep  his  Covenant  with  Simon  > 

A.  By  no  means;  for  when  he  had  vanquifhed  Try- 
phon,  his  Rival,  he  brake  his  League  with  Simon ,  and 
invaded  fome  part  of  Judea  ;  but  his  General  Lendebcus 
was  routed  by  Simon,  and  his  two  Elded  Sons  judas  and 
John,  whole  Surname  was  Hyrcanuss 

60  What  was  the  Fate  of  Simon  at  lad  ? 

A.  When  Simon  was  vifiting  the  Cities,  and  giving 
Orders  for  their  Welfare,  one  Ptalemcus,  who  was  his 
Son-in-law,  invited  him  and  his  Sons  to  a  Banquet  at 
Jericho,  and  llewSimon,  with  two  of  his  Sons,  in  order 
to  get  the  Government  of  the  country  into  his  own 
Hands  ;  and  fent  privately  to  kill  Johnalfo. 

61  Did  P to! emeus  fuccced'in  *his  his  Treachery  and 
murderous  Enterprize  ? 

A.  Johij  having  got  timely  Notice  of  it  flew  the  Aflaf- 
i  fins 
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fins,  and  was  invefled  with  the  High- Prieft- hood,  and  the 
Government  after  his  Father. 

0if*  ^_erc  ends  that  excellent  Hiftory,  the  firfi  Book  of 
the  Maccabees  The  following  Part  of  this  Account 
of  the  Jews  is  borrowed  chiefly  from  Jofephus,  who 
nfually  calls  John  by  the  Surname  of  Iiyrcanus. 

JT'v  z/1*-  ^ 7ecwzfo  Affairs  under  the  Condutt  of 

the*  cfi erity  atld $ uccejfors  o/6imon  /^Maccabee  ; 
and  of  the  federal  Setts  among  the  Jews,  namely : ,  Pha- 
rnees,  oadducees,  Effenes,  Herodians,  Karaites. 

%  ..  7  ■  . 

1  ^  T)  1  ^  John  Hyrcanus  eni°y  llls  °ffice  in  Peace  ? 

.  A.  Antiochus '  Sidetes  being  informed  of  the 
Death  of  S/wo*,  and  being  invited  by  Ptolomcus,  invaded 
Judea  again,  beficged  Jerufalem,  and  reduced  Hyrcanus 
and  the  Jews  to  the  laft  extremity  by  Famine  :  But  when 
they  fued  for  Peace,  he  granted  it  upon  Condition  of 
paying  certain  1  ributes  to  the  King,  and  demolilhing  the 
Fortifications  of  Jerufalem. 

-Note,  About  this  Time  Jefus,  The  Son  of  Syrach,  a 
Jew  of  Jerufalem,  coming  into  Egypt,  tranflated  the 
Book  of  Ecclefiajlicus,  written  by  Jefus  his  Grandfa¬ 
ther,  out  of  Hebrew  into  Greek,  for  dtp  Ufe  of  the 
Hehenijlic  Jews  there.  The  Ancients  called  it  Pana - 
reton,  or  the  Treafury  of  all  Virtue. 

2  Q*  Flow  did  the  Affairs  of  the  Jews  fucceed  under 
Hyrcanus  ? 

A.  A  few  few  Years  afterwards  he  took  Advantage  of 
the  vad  confufions  tnat  enfued  among  the  Nations,  upon 
the  Death  of  Antiochus,  to  enlarge  his  Borders,  by  feiz- 
ing  fome  neighbouring  Towns  on  feveral  Sides  of  Judea, 
and  to  renounce  ail  his  Dependance  upon  the  Kings  of 
Syria. 

3  Ql  Was  hc  fiapported  therein  by  any  foreign  Pow¬ 
ers? 


A.  Fie  renewed  the  League  cf  Friendfhip  which  his 
leather  Simon  had  made  with  the  Romans,  who  were  then 
growing  to  their  Grandeur;  and  they  ordered  that  he 
fhould  be  freed  from  the  late  impofed  Tribute,  and  that 
the  Syriars  fhould  make  Reparation  for  the  Damages 
they  had  done  him,  a  q. 
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+  a  In  what  manner  did  Hyrcanus  deal  with  the E- 
domites.  or  Idumeans,  who  were  on  the  South  of  Judea  . 
d  A  He  canftraintd  them  to  embrace  the  Jewifn  Reli¬ 
gion  or  to  leave  their  Country  ;  whereupon  they  chofe 
to  Forfake  their  Idolatry,  and  became  ProfeJ/te*  " 

ifm,  and  were  mingled  and  incorporated  with  the  Je  , 

and  by  this  Means,  in  lefs  than  two  hundred  1  ears,  then 
very  name  was  loft. 

Hole,  In  Defence  of  this  Prafticc  of  Hyrcanus,  among 
the  Idumeans,  which  Teems  to  be  fo  contrary  to  the 
Laws  of  Nature  and  Scripture,  it  may  be  faid,  tha 

at  this  Time  thefe  Edomites  had  encroached  on  the 
Land  of  Judea,  and  inhabited  all  the  South  Part  of  it: 
So  that  Hyrcanus.  in  banifning  thofe  who  wculd  r.ct 
become  Jews,  did  but  difpoflefs  them  of  that  Country 
which  was  given  to  the  Jews  by  Cod  him  tel  f.  Yet it 
.mud  be  confeffed,  by  this  Practice  he  .eems  to  have  let 
an  unhappy  Pattern  to  his  Succeliors,  to  impofe  the 
Religion  of  the  Jews  on  conquered  Countries  by 

Force.  .  tvt 

5  Q.  How  did  lie  treat  the  Samaritans  on  tne  Noitn, 

when  his  Power  was  thus  increaled  ?  . 

'  A.  He  marched  with  his  Army  and  took  Sbechem, 
which  was  then  the  chief  feat  of  the  Samaritan  Sedt  ; 
and  he  deftroyed  their  Temple  on  Mount  Gerizim,  which 
Sanballat  had  built  ;  tho’  they  continued  Hill  to  keep 

an  Altar  there,  and  to  offer  Sacrifices.  . 

5  How  came  Sbeche m  to  be  their  cnief  Seat,  in* 

fteado  {Samaria?  . 

A.  They  were  expelled  from  Samaria,  by  Alexander , 

for  killing  one  of  his  Deputy- Governors  in  a  Tumult ; 
and  they  retiring  to  Shechem,  made  that  their  chief  ; 
while  Alexander  repeopled  Samarii  with  Heathens  of  the 
Syrian  and  Macedonian  Race. 

7  Did  Hyrcanus  extend  his  Power  farther  on 
Side  of  the  Country  ? 

A.  He  befieged  Samaria,  and  took  it,  and  utterly  de- 
moliftied  it  ;  he  not  only  ruled  in  Judea,  but  in  Hadlee 
alfo,  and  the  neighbouring  Towns  :  He  became  one  of 
the  moft  considerable  Princes  of  his  Age,  and  preferved 
the  jewifh  Church  and  State  in  fafety  from  their  Enemies, 
throughout  a  long  Government,  b  Q. 
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Hyrc»hatOtherremarkableAai0nS  are  bribed  to 

P  ^J?ewas  earned  a  Prophet  for  one  or  two  notable 
Predidions  or  Knowledge  of  the  Things  done  ata  Dif 

C  h6;  Hf^.^heCaftle  Baris,  on  a  deep  Rock  fifty 
Cubits  high,  without  the  outer  Square  0f  the  TV™  1  ^ 

Afrnonean  l"e"‘a|  =  n  "  WaS  the  Pa,a«  ofallthe 

I  l?,  Vt  ^  1,1  ferufa!em.  and  here  the  (acred 

wSno ;j^h-Pneftwere^ays.laidup  when  they 
9  Q.  What  Ufe  was  afterwards  made  of  this  Caftle  > 

A.  Herod  new  built  it,  and  made  it  a  very  ftron/ foV 
trefs,  to  command  both  the  City  and  the  llmnt‘g  i 
called  it  Antonia,  in  Honour  o/ his  great  fid  mTI 
-Anthony  of  Rome :  He  raifed  it  fo  hip-h  that  h»  -  £ 
d,,e  in  the  Te^  Xe^'i'g 
in  Cafe  of  any  Tumult.  Here  the  Romans  kept  a  ftrono- 

s^,rxa:Tofitwas  *** ca?taip  °f 

NoU  ’It  wa,s.^°,fn  this  Place  Centinel  loving  the  Tews 

ready  to  Kill  Paul  give  notice  to  the ‘Governor,  or 
chief  Captain  who  went  down  immediately  with  fome 
foldtersmto  the  Court  of  the  Gentiles,  whither  they 
had  dragged  ot.  Paul  to  kill  him,  and  refeued  him^ 
and  brought  him  up  the  ftairs  into  this  Caille  ;  and  it 

Leave  to  ->fak 

ward  the  End  of  *  **  HyrCanUS  meet  with 

1  3“  t0tbe  Ki«h  Priefihood  was  unjuftly  cal- 

led  in  QueThon  by  a  bold  Man  among  the  Pharilbes  ;  and 

being  craftily  impofed  upon  to  think  it  the  Opinion  of  all 
that  1  arty,  he  haitily  renounced  that  fed,  for  which  he 
had  before  the  greateft  Value,  heabolilhed  their  Confti- 
tctions,  and  falling  in  with  the  fed  of  the  Sadducees, 
loll  his  Efteem  and  Love  a  nong  the  common  People  ' 

I I  Q.  Since  you  mention  the  fed  of  the  Pharifees  here 

pray  let  us  know  what  were  the  chief  feds  among  the 
Jews  ? 

,  'l;  Ab°ut  th,is  Ti;ne-  'he  moft  confide  rabie  feds  were 
Jie  Pharifees,  the  Sadducees,  and  the  Efl'enes  ;  though  in 

the 
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the  next  century  arofe  alfo  the  Herodians  ;  and  fome  hun¬ 
dred  of  Years  after  was  a  feft  called  the  Karaites. 

12  What  peculiar  Opinions  were  held  by  the  t  ha- 

rifees  ? 

A.  Themoft  difanguilhing  Charade r  of  this  fed,  was 
their  Zeal  for  the  Traditions  of  the  Elders;  for  while  they 
acknowledged  the  writings  of  Mofes  and  the  Prophets  to 
be  divine,  they  pretended  that  thefe  Traditions  alfo  were 
delivered  to  Mofes  on  Mount  Sinai  ;  and  conveyed  down 
without  writing,  through  the  feveraE Generations  of  the 
Tews,  from  Father  to  Son  :  And  by  Reafon  of  their  Pre¬ 
tences  to  a  more  ftrid  and  rigorous  Obfervance  of  the  law, 
according  to  their  Traditions,  which  they  fuperadded  to 
it.  they  looked  on  themlsives  as  more  holy  than  other 
Men,  and  the' e  were  called  Pharifees,  that  is,  1  erfons  fe- 
parated  from  others. 

Note,  Thefe  were  the  Perfons  who  had  fomuch  corrupted 
the  Law  in  our  Saviour’s  Time,  and  made  it  void  Dy 
their  Traditions  :  Yet  their  Do&rine  generally  pre¬ 
vailed  among  the  Scribes  and  the  Lawyers,  who  were 
Writers  and  Explainers  of  the  law  ;  and  the  Bulk  of 
the  common  People  had  them  in  high  Eileem  and  Ve¬ 
neration,  fo  that  they  were  the  molt  numerous  of  any 
fe£l. 

i3  Q_  Is  thefeft  of  the  Pharifees  fall  in  being  ? 

A.  The  prefent  Religion  of  the  Jews,  in  their  ft  vcral 
Difperlions  (except  among  the  few  Karaites)  is  wholly 
formed  and  pra^lifed  According  to  the  Traditions  of  the 
Pharifees,  rather  than  according  to  the  Law  and  Pro¬ 
phets :  So  th it  they  have  corrupted  the  old  Jewifh  Reli¬ 
gion,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Papifts  have  the  Chrillian. 

What  were  the  Opinions  of  the  Sadducces  ? 

A.  The  Sadducees  at  firft  are  fuppofed  by  Dr.  Pri¬ 
de  aux,  to  be  no  more  than  the  Zadikim ,  who  only  ftuck 
to  the  written  Word  of  God,  renouncing  all  other  Tra¬ 
ditions;  and  that  probably  they  went  do  farther  than  this 
in  the  Days  of  Kyrcanus,  though  the  Talmudical  Writers* 
derive  their  name  and  their  dangerous  Doctrines,  more 
early,  from  one  Zadock ,  as  is  before  related.’  But  it  is 
certain  that  afterward  the  Sadducees  denied  the  Refurrec- 
tion  of  the  Dead.,  and  the  very  being  of  Angels  or  Spirits, 

or 
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S  ate  r  h^  ?  deparrtfd/  a"d  £np  in  a  futurt 

tkJ  L  j  h  y/?p0,fed  God  t0  be  the  “ly  Spirit,  anc 
that  he  rewarded  and  pumfhed  Mankind  in  this  Worlc 

StV  "whtr  P  35  n0t,hing  t0  be  h°Ped  cr  fered  aflei 
Party  of  Men  PrmciPles  tender  this  Sedan  impiou: 

gion  ^  What  did  they  Pr°fefs  3S  the  Rute  oftheir  Re* 

A.  They  not  only  reje&ed  all  unwritten  Traditions  but 
all  the  written  Word  of  God,  except  the  five  Books  Of 
Mofes,  for  the  Doftrme  of  a  future  State ;  is  not  fo  evi- 
aently  taught  therein ;  And  therefore  Chrift  argues  not 
vvi  h  them  out  of  the  Pfalrns  and  Prophets,  but  only  out 
of  the  Law  oi  Mofes,  when  he  proves  a  future  State  or 
vefurredion  from  God’s  being  the  God  of  Abraham , 
f/aac,  ani  Jacob,  Luke  xx.  37. 

16  How  long  did  this  Sect  of  the  Sadducee,  conti- 
nue  r 

A.  Though  all  the  common  People  had  the  chief  Ve¬ 
neration  for  the  Phariftes,  yet  moft  of  the  richeft  and  the 
greatefl  among  them  fell  into  the  Opinions  of  the  Saddu- 
^Jor  feveral  Generations,  hut  they  were  all  cut  of  in 
tiie  Deitruflieii  of  Jerufalera;  nor  do  we  find  any  menti¬ 
on  of  them  as  a  Scdt  for  many  Ages  after,  till  their  name 

was  revived  and  applied  to  the  Karaites,  by  Way  of  Re¬ 
proach,  1 

1 7  Who  were  thefe  Karaites  ? 

r  A  much  better  Se£l  among  the  Jews,  who,  rit  the 
nxth  Century  after  Chrid,  began- to  be  fo  much  offended 
with  the  mcrealble  Stories  and  Fooleries  of  the  Talmud 
winch  was  then  pubhfhed,  and  with  the  ftrange  myfticah 
oenies  winch  fome  of  the  jews  put  on  the  Scriptures, 
that  they  confined  themfelves  Only  to  the  written  Word 
®  1/  Scripture,  which  in  the  Babylonijb  Language  is 
called  Kara,  and  for  the  mod-  Part,  they  content  them- 
elves  with  the  literal  Senfe  of  it.  They  are  fometimes 

but  very  unjuftly,  called  Saddscca,  by  the  Rabbinical  or 
1  almudical  Jews. 

*  ^  *<o  Where  arc  thefe  Karaites  to  be  found  ? 

A;_  Very  few  of  them  dwell  in  thefe  weftern  Parts  of 
tjie  V/orld.  They  are  found  chiefly  in  Poland,  and  a-  . 


mong 
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mong  the  Crim  Tartan,  a  few  alfo  in  Egypt  and  Per/ta 
Bat  they  are  counted  Men  of  the  beft  Learning,  and 
greatest  Probity  and  Virtue  among  the  Jews;  and  it  is 

remarkable  among  them,  that  they  perform  their  public 

Worlhip  in  the  Language  of  the  Country  were  they  dwell. 

19  Q.  What  were  the  EJJenes  ?  ~ 

A.  They  feem  to  have  been  originally  of  the  fame  oett 
as  the  Pharifees ;  but  they  fet  up  for  a  more  mortified 
Way  of  Living,  and  perhaps  more  unblameable.  1  hey 
fo  far  agreed  with  the  Sadducees,  as  to  acknowledge  or 
expeft  no  Refurredion  of  the  Body  ;  but  they  believed 
a  future  State  of  eternal  Happinefs  or  Mifery,  according 
to  their  Behaviour  in  this  Life.  They  feem  to  have 
been  diftributed  into  Societies  or  Fraternities,  and  to 
have  had  no  priva:e  PofldlioEs,  but  a  common  Stock  for 
the  Supply  of  all.  They  were  in  a  fpecial  Manner  reli¬ 
gious  toward  God,  both  on  the  Sabbath,  and  in  their 
daily  Devotions  ;  and  exceeding  friendly  and  benevolent 
toward  Men.  They  did  not  difclaim  Marriage  ;  but 
they  entered  into  that  State  more  rarely,  and  with  gm*** 
Caution:  And  infiead  of  Children  of  their  own,  they 
bred  up  poor  Children  in  their  own  Se£L  Fliey  were 
very  ab  lie  minus  as  to  their  Food,  and  their  Habit  uas  a 
plain  white  Garment.  Their  Rules  of  Life  are  reported 
to  us  more  at  large  by  J ofephus ,  and  by  <  bilo ,  jcvvs; 

they  are  alfo  delcribed  by  Pliny,  a  Heathen,  2nd  b]y 

fome  of  the  Chriftian  Fathers. 

20  Q  if  they  were  a  confiderable  Seft  in  the  Days  of 
our  Saviour,  how  came  it  to  pafs  that  they  aie  no-  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  New  Tedament  t 

A.  Some  have  fuppofed  that  they  felJom  came  into 
Cities,  but  living  lo  very  plain  and  abdcniious  a  Liie, 
they  refided  tor  the  moll  Part  in  the  Country  m,  and  thus 
they  fell  not  under  our  Saviour  s  Obfervation.  Ann  oe— 
fuies,  they  bemg  a  very  honeft  and  fmcere  Sort  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  they  gave  no  fuch  Reafon  for  Reproof  and  Ceniure, 
as  others  very  jaitly  deferved.  Though  it  mull  be  con- 
fe  deed  alfo,  that  their  Difbclief  of  the  Refurredlion  of  the 
Body,  their  Non  attendance  on  the  Temple  Worfhip, 
their  traditional  Walkings,  and  felf- invented  Purificati- 
'  *  *  and-  needle fs  Abflincricies  from  fome 

Sorts 
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Sorts  of  Meats,  and  other  like  fuperftitious  Cuftoms  and 
Will  worflup,  might  have  given  our  Saviour  juft  Occa- 
f0n  for  Reproof  had  they  come  in  his  Way ;  and  Der- 

lTes  %  ^  C/"fred  “nder  the  gel*«l  Name  of  Pha- 
b^h  agreed  fuP«ft‘t.ouS  Traditions  wherein  they 

21  No  w  we  are  fpeaking  of  the  feveral  Seas  of  the 

-,e7’  us  know  alto  what  were  the  Herodians  ? 

fWir*  !*?~ar?fe  n0tt0  the  ri^e  of  Herod  the 
Great.  King  of  Judea:  And  u  is  plain  they  had  peculiar 

l  '  T,CIJf:ts  “  w.el  as  tile  O'her  Setts,  fince  our  Saviour 

ZZer  uS  ]>rC,lp'es  aga,nft  the  Leaven  of  the  Pharifees 
and  of  Herod  _  Indeed  they  opoofed  the  Pharifees,  and 

very  juftly  ln  one  Point;  for  the  Pharifees  fcarcc 

thought  it  lawful  to  pay  Taxes  direftly  to  Heathens, 

though  they  acquired  the  Sovereign  Power,  and  parti- 

eularly  to  in  that  Day :  But  their  fpecial  Error, 

wnich  Chrift  calls  their  Leaven ,  feems  to  be  this  ;  tJiat 

it  was  lawful,  when  conftrained  by  Superiors,  to  comply 

wKh  Idolatry,  and  with  a  falfe  Religion,  lhrod  feems 

t®  have  ^ramed  this  Sed  on  Purpofe  to  juftify  himfelf  in 
this  1  racbce  ;  who  being  an  Idnmean  by  Nation,  was 
indeed  half  a  Jew,  and  half  a  Heathen  ;  and  affie&ed  a. 
-omormity  to  the  Gentiles  in  fome  Things,  to  pleafe 
the  Romans,  who  made  him  King,  while  at  the  fame 
Time  he  profeffed  Judaifm. 

Kote>  S.adducees  generally  came  into  this  complai- 
lant  Opinion  :  and  the  fame  Perfons  which  are  called 
Herodians  in  Mark  viii.  15.  are  called  Saddueees  in 
Matt.  xvi.  6.  But  this  Sett  died  in  a  little  time,  for 
v  e  hear  no  more  of  them  after  the  Days  of  our  Saviour, 

22  Having  done  with  the  feveral  Sefts  of  the  Jews, 
Jet  us  return  now  and  enquire  who  fucceeded  Hyrcanus  a i 
his  Death  ? 

.A.  Ariftobulus ,  his  eldeft  Son,  took  the  Office  of  the 
High  Pried,  and  governor  of  the  Country  ;  and  he  was 
tne  fir  ft,  fince  th.e  Captivity  of  Babylon ,  who  put  a  Dia¬ 
dem  upon  his  Plead,  and  affiumed  the  Title  of  King. 

23  Q.  What  is  recorded  of  him  i 

A.  Pie  put  his  own  Mother  to  Death,  becaufe  ffie 
made  feme  Pretence  to  the  Government;  he  fent  all  his 

Brothers, 
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Brothers,  fave  one,  to  Prifon.  ;  then  he  attached  and 
fubdued  the  Itureans,  who  lived  on  the  North  Fail  of  the 
L-and  of  Galilee,  an  l  forced  them  to  be  circumcifed  and 
receive  the  Jewifh  Religion.  At  laft  he  was  perfuaded  to 
put  his  favourite  Bro  her  to  Death,  upon  an  unjuft  Suf-* 
picion  ;  and  then  he  died  himfelf,  vomiting  Blood,  and 
in  great  Horror  for  his  Crimes. 

24  Who  fucceeded  him  ? 

A.  His  next  Brother,  Alexander,  furnamed  Jannants , 
took  the  Kingdom,  who  alfo  put  another  of  the  Brothers 
to  Death,  becaufe  of  fome  Attempt  to  fupplant  him. 

25  What  Succefs  had  Alexander  in  his  Govern¬ 
ment  ? 

A.  He  having  fettled  his  Affairs  at  Home,  attacked 
fome  of  his  Neighbours,  and  dealt  very  deceitfully  with 
Ptolemy  Lathyrus ,  the  Heir  to  the  Crown  of  Egypt ,  who 
came  to  their  Aftiftacce  :  Whereupon  there  enfued  a 
bloody  Battle  between  them,  near  the  River  Jordan  in 
Galilee ,  wherein  Alexander's  Army  was  utterly  defeated, 
and  he  loft  thirty  thoufand  Men. 

Note ,  There  is  a  very  cruel  and  barbarous  A&ion  attri¬ 
buted  to  Lathyrus  on  this  Occafion,  namely,  that  com¬ 
ing  with  his  Army,  in  the  Evening  after  the  Vi&ory, 
to  take  up  his  Quarters  in  the  adjoining  Villages,  and 
fading  them  full  of  Women  and  Children,  he  caufed 
them  to  be  all  flaughtered,  and  their  Bodies  to  be  cut 
in  Pieces,  and  put  into  Cauldrons  over  the  Fire  to  be 
boilded,  as  if  it  were  for  Supper  ;  that  fo  he  might 
leave  aft  Opinion  in  that  Country,  that  his  Men  fed 
upon  human  Flefti,  and  thereby  might  create  the 
greater  Dread  and  Terror  of  his  Army  through  all 
thofe  Parts.  After  this,  Lathyrus  ranged  at  Libei ty 
all  over  the  Country,  ravaging,  plundering,  and  de- 
ftroying  it  in  a  very  lamentable  Manner  :  For  Alexan¬ 
der,  after  this  Battle,  was  in  no  Condition  to  reiift  him. 


26  Did  Alexander  ever  recover  this  Det rat  ? 

A.  Cleopatra ,  Queen  of  Egypt,  who,  with  her  young¬ 
er  Son,  withheld  the  Kingdom  from  Lathyrus  hereldeii, 
did  aftift  and  fupport  Alexander  Janarus,  left,  if  Lathyrus 
becomes  Mailer  of  ludea,  he  might  alfo  have  recover- 
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whereupon  Alexander  raifed 

his 
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his  Head  again,  befieged  other  Places,  and  took  Gadard 
and  Antathus  toward  Galilee ,  together  with  much  Trea- 
ere  ;  but  he  was  furprifed  by  Iheodorus ,  Prince  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia ,  who  had  laid  up  that  Treafure  there,  and  was 

overthrown,  with  the  daughter  of  ten  thoufand  Men.- _ 

Yet,  being  a  Man  of  Courage  and  Diligence,  acrain  he 
recruited  his  Army,  took  the  City  of  Gaza  from  the 
Philiftines ,  and  gave  thorough  Licence  to  his  Soldiers 
there  to  kill,  plunder  and  deftroy  as  they  pleafed.  He 
fubdued  their  principle  Cities,  and  made  them  Part  of 
his  Dominions ;  whereupon  feveral  of  the  Philiftines 
turned  Jews :  And  indeed  it  was  now  grown  a  Cuftcm 
among  the  Aflmonean  Princes,  to  impofe  their  Religion 
upon  all  their  Conquefls,  leaving  them  no  ether  Choice 
but  to  become  Profdytes,  or  to  be  banilhed. 

27  Ch  How  did  his  own  People,  the  Jews,  carry  it 
towards  him  ? 

A.  The  Pharifees  continued  their  Wrath  again#  him, 
for  rigoroufly  maintaining  the  Decrees  of  his  Father,  who 
abolilhed  their  ConAitutions,  and  by  their  powerful  In¬ 
fluence,  they  flirred  up  the  People  again#  him  fo  far, 
that  while  he  was  executing  the  High-Prieft’s  Office  at 
the  Altar,  they  pelted  him  with  Citrons,  and  called  him 
reproachful  Names. 

28  In  what  Manner  did  Alexander  relent  it  ? 

A.  He  flew  fix  thouiand  of  them  immediately,  and  he 
chofe  his  own  Guards  out  of  the  Heathen  Nations,  never 
daring  afterwards  to  trufl  himfelf  with  the  Jews.  At 
la#  there  broke  out  a  Civil  War  between  him  and  his 
People,  which  la#ed  fix  Years ;  brought  great  Calamity 
on  both,  and  occafioned  the  Death  of  above  fifty  thoufand 
People. 

29  How  was  this  war  carried  on  ? 

A.  Though  Alexander  gained  many  Vi  Tories  over 
them,  yet  being  wearied  out,  he  ddired  Peace,  and  of¬ 
fered  to  grant  them  whatfoever  they  could  reafonably  de¬ 
fire :  But  upon  his  Inquiry  what  Terms  would  pleafe 
them,  they  anfvvered  with  one  Voice,  that  he  Jhould  cut 
ha  oavn  Threat,  So  dreadful  was  their  Enmity  again# 
him  ;  and  upon  this  Anfwer,  the  War  was  Hill  parfued 
with  Fury  on  both  Sides. 
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2"/^  Succejjors  of 

30  How  was  this  War  ended  at  lad;  ? 

A.  Alexander  Jannszus,  the  King,  having  loft  one 

great  Battle,  refumed  his  Courage,  and  afterward  gain¬ 
ed  another,  which  concluded  the  War;  for  having  cut 
off  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Enemies,  he  drove  the  Reft  in¬ 
to  the  City  of  Bethome ,  and  befieged  them  there  :  And 
having  taken  the  Place,  he  cirried  eight  hundred  of  them 
to  Jerufalem ,  and  there  caufed  them  to  be  all  crucified  in 
one  Day  ;  and  their  Wives  and  Children  to  be  ftain  before 
their  Faces,  while  they  hung  dying  on  their  Croffes.  In 
the  mean  Time,  he  treated  his  Wives  and  Concubines 
with  thr  bloody  Spedacle  at  a  Fcaft.  This  terrified  the 
Jews  indeed  fo  effectually,  that  they  made  no  more  In- 
furre&ions  againft  him  ;  though  he  got  a  moft  Infamous 
Name  by  it,  in  that  and  the  following  Ages.  A  dread¬ 
ful  Inftance  of  the  Barbarity  of  a  High  Prieft  with  Civil 
Power. 

3 1  Did  this  cruel  Tyrant  come  to  a  natural  Death  ? 

A.  The  Providence  of  God,  which  does  not  always 

punifh  Sinners  in  this  Life,  permitted  him  to  die  in  the 
Camp  of  a  Quartan  Ague,  which  had  hung  long  upon 
him,  while  he  was  befieging  a  Caftle  c  f  the  Gerafencs  be¬ 
yond  Jordan .  Ani  though  he  left  two  Sons  behind  him, 
yet  he  bequeathed  the  Government  to  Alexandra  his 
Wife,  during  her  Life  ;  and  to  be  difpofed  of  at  her 
Death  to  which  of  her  Sons  fhe  p!eared. 

32  How  did  this  Woman  reconcile  herfelf  to  the 
Jews,  fo  as  to  permit  her  to  reign  over  them  ? 

A.  By  her  Hufband’s  Advice  upon  his  Death  bed,  fhe 
concealed  his  Death  till  the  Caftle  was  taken  ;  then  lead¬ 
ing  back  the  Army  to  Jerufale?n  in  Triumph,  made  her 
Court  to  the  Pharifees,  religned  up  his  dead  Corps  to 
their  Pleafure,  to  be  abufed  or  buried,  as  they  fhould 
think  fit,  and  promifed  to  follow  their  Advice  in  all  the 
Affairs  of  Government :  For  he  had  allured  her,  that 
they  were  thebeft  of  Friends  and  the  worft  of  Enemies  ; 
and  that  if  (lie  would  but  be  ruled  by  them,  they  would 
make  her  rule  over  others. 

33  What  Succefs  had  this  conduftof  Alexandra  ? 

A.  Ail  the  Succefs  fhe  defired  :  The  People  were  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  Pharifees  to  give  the  Corps  of  her  Huf- 
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band  an  Honourable  Funeral,  fhe  herfelf  was  fettled  in 
the  Government  of  the  Nation,  and  fhe  made  her  eld- 
eft  Son  Hy  rearms  High  Frieft. 

34.0c.  How  did  fhe  adminifter  the  Government  under 
the  Diredhon  of  the  Pharifees  ? 

A.  She  immediately  revoked  the  Decree  of  John  Hyr¬ 
canus ,  whereby  he  had  abolifhed  their  traditional  Confti- 
tutions  ;  by  which  Means  the  Pharifees,  and  tiieir  \  ra- 
dmors,  grew  into  greater  Efteem  and  Power  than  ever  ; 
and  She  permitted  them  to  put  to  Death  many  ofthofe 
who  adviled  the  late  King  Alexander  to  deal  fo  cruelly 
with  the  People  ;  and  fome  others  of  their  own  Adverfa- 
ries  alfo  were  executed  on  this  Pretence,  by  her  Leave  ; 
for  fhe  dreaded  a  new  Civil  War,  and  of  two  Evils  fhe 
thought  to  chcofethe  leaf}. 

35  ^o  whom  did  fhe  leave  the  Kingdom  at  her 

Death  ? 

A.  To  Hy  rearms  her  eldeft  Son,  who  had  been  entire¬ 
ly  bred  up  under  the  lufluence  and  Tutorage  of  the  Pha¬ 
rifees. 

36  Did  this  Hy  rearms  the  fecond  continue  to  reHn 
in  Peace  ? 

A.  Arijl ohulus ,  the  younger  Son,  finding  that  the  Ar¬ 
my  and  the  People  were  weary  of  the  oppreffive  Admi- 
niflration  of  the  Pharifees,  raifed  an  Army  againft  his 
Brother  Hyrcanus ,  put  him  to  Flight,  forced  him  to  re- 
fign  the  Kingdom  and  the  High-Prieflhood,  and  to  live 
a  private  Life  ;  which  he  confented  to,  after  he  had  been 
King  three  Months ;  for  he  naturally  loved  his  own  Eafe 
and  Quiet  more  than  any  thing  elre. 

37  Was  Arijl ohulus  diflurbed  in  his  Government? 
A  1  here  was  one  Antipater  an  Idumean ,  (whofe  Fa¬ 
ther  was  advanced  to  the  Government  of  Idumea  by  the 
late  King  Alexander)  and  he  himfelf  being  bred  up  with 
Hyrcanus ,  in  the  Court  of  Alexandra ,  prevailed  upon 
Hyrcanus  to  accept  of  the  Afiiftarce  of  Aretas ,  the  Ara¬ 
bian  King,  to  rertore  him  to  the  Kingdom,  for  he  aflur- 
cd  him  that  his  Life  was  in  fo  great  Danger  from  his  Bro¬ 
ther  Arijl  ohulus  y  that  he  could  fare  it  no  ether  Way  but 
by  dethroning  him. 

38  ^rhat  Succefs  had  Hyrcanus  in  following  this 

Counfel  of  Antipater?  '  A,  By 
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A-  By  the  Help  of  Aretas  he  gained  an  abfolute  Vi&o- 
a*y  over  Ariftobuius,  drove  him  into  the  Mountain  of  the 
# Temple ,  and  there  beiieged  him,  where  the  Prieits  do  jd 
by  Ariftobuius,  while  the  People  declared  for  Iiyrcanus . 

39  What  heinous  Murder  were  the  People  guilty 
of  at  th  at  Time  ? 

A.  There  was  one  Onias  at  Jerufalem  fo  holy  a  Man 
that  he  was  thought  by  his  Prayers  to  have  obtained  Rain 
from  Heaven  in  a  great  Drought  :  And  the  People  con¬ 
cluding  that  his  Curies  would  be  as  powerful  as  his  Pray* 
ers,  prefifed  him  to  curfe  Aridobulus ,  and  all  that  were 
with  him.  The  good  Man  finding  no  Red  from  their 
Importunities,  lift  up  his  Hands  toward  lieaven,  and 
pra\ed  thus  ;  O  Lord  God,  Rector  of  the  Uniucrje ,  ftnce 
thofe  that  are  with  us  are  thy  People,  and  they  that  are 
befteged  in  the  Temple ,  are  thy  Priefts ,  1  pray  that  thou 
wouldft  hear  the  Prayers  of  neither  of  them  againft  the 
other.  Hereupon  the  Multitude  were  lo  enraged,  that 
they  ftoned  him  to  Death. 

4°  Did  Iiyrcanus b  Party  profper  after  this  Murder? 

A.  Hyrcanui  and  his  People  fell  under  great  Difap- 
pointments  at  fird  ;  for  he  Romans  \ Dreading  their  Em¬ 
pire  rar  at  this  Time,  and  being  largely  bribed  by  Arif 
tobulus ,  they  forced  Aretas  to  raife  the  Siege  ;  whereup¬ 
on  Ariftobuius  purfued,  and  routed  him  in  Battle,  and 
flew  Multitud  es  of  Iiyrcanus'* s  Party. 

41  Q.„  what  manner  was  this  Conted  carried  on  af^ 
terwards  r 

A.  The  two  Brothers  Hyrcanus  and  Ariftobuius,  fird 
by  their  Ambaffadors,  and  afterwards  in  Perfon,  pleaded 
their  Caufe  before  Pompey,  the  General  of  the  Romans , 
who  was  now  at  Dam afc us  :  While  at  the  fame  Time 
tiie  People  declared  againft  both ;  for  they  pretended 
they  were  not  to  be  governed  by  Kings,  but  by  the 
Frieds  of  God. 

42  Plow  was  the  Controverfy  decided  ? 

A.  1  empey  not  giving  a  fpeedy  Determination,  and 
Ariftobuius  fufpe&ing  the  Event,  he  retired  and  prepar¬ 
ed  for  W; ar  :  Whereupon  Pompey  feized  Ariftobuius  in  one 
of  nis  Cadies,  ana  confined  him  to  Prifon.  and  laid  Sienc 
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'e  anus's  Party  ;  befieged  alfo  the  Temple  and  the  Caftle 
Baris ,  and  took  it  in  three  Month’s  Time. 

43  How  came  the  Romans  to  take  fo  (Irong  a  Place 
fo  Toon  * 

A.  Though  the  Jews  had  learnt  from  the  Beginning 
of  the  Maccabcan  Wars,  to  defend  themfelves  when  at¬ 
tacked  on  the  Sabbath  ;  yet  being  no"  attually  aflaulted, 
they  permitted  the  Romans  to  build  up  their  Works  and 
Engines  on  the  Sabbath  without  difturbing  them,  where¬ 
by  the  Tower  or  Caftle,  and  with  it  the  Temple,  were 
taken. 

44  Q.  On  what  Day  was  the  Temple  taken  ? 

A.  On  the  very  Day  which  the  Jews  kept  as  a  folemn 
Fall,  for  the  taking  of  Jerufalem  and  the  Temple  by  A>- 
buchadnezzar  :  And  it  is  remarkable  that  the  Priefb 
who  were  at  the  Altar  continued  their  Dc/otions,  and 
their  Rites  of  Worftiip,  till  they  periftied  by  the  Hands 
of  the  Enemy. 

45  What  Blood  and  Plunder  enfued  in  the  Tem¬ 
ple  ? 

A.  Twelve  thoufand  Jews  were  flam  on  this  Occaflon, 
partly  by  Pompey' s  Army,  and  partly  by  their  own  Bre¬ 
thren,  of  the  Party  of  IJyrcanus.  Hut  when  Pompey  en¬ 
tered  the  Sandhiary,  he  forbore  to  touch  any  of  the  lacred 
Veflels  thereof  or  the  two  thoufand  Talents  which  were 
laid  up  ^here  for  facred  Ufes  ;  he  ordered  the  Temple  to 
be  cleanfed,  and  Sacrifices  to  be  offered  there  according 
to  their  own  Laws. 

Note,  Though  Pompey  was  fo  moderate  in  his  Victory, 
yet  in  a  little  Time  after,  Craffus ,  another  Roman 
Genera-,  in  his  March  through  the  Country,  feized 
and  took  away  thofe  two  thoufand  Talents,  and  the 
golden  Veflels  of  the  Temple,  and  rich  Hangings  of 
ineftimable  Worth.  But  the  Vengeance  of  Heaven 
feemed  to  follow  him  :  His  Councils  in  his  Wars, 
from  this  Time  forward,  were  under  perpetual  Difap- 
pointment ;  he  was  flain  in  a  War  with  the  Parthians , 
his  Head  was  cut  off,  and  melted  Gold  was  poured 
down  his  Throat,  by  way  of  Infult  over  his  infatiable 
Covetoufnefs. 

46  What  was  the  fir.al  EfFeft  of  this  Viclory  of  the 
IpQtndns  ?  A,  Pompey 
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A  Tompey  demolidied  the  Walls  of  Jerusalem,  put  to 
Deaih  fomeof  the  chief  Supporters  of  Ariftobulus,  re- 
dored  Hyrcanus  to  the  High  Priedhood,  and  mace  him 
alfo  Governor,  but  under  Fribute  to  the  Romans ,  and 
reduced  bis  Dominions  to  narrower  Bounds  :  Then  lie 
carried  Ariftobulus  with  his  Children,  Prifoners  to  Rom , 
except  his  eldeit  Son,  who  efcaped. 


Note,  From  this  Quarrel  between  Hyrcanus  the  fecond, 
and  Ariftobulus ,  the  Ruin  of  Judea  and  Jerufalem 
mud  be  dated  ;  the  dual  Lofs  of  the  Liberty  of  the 
jews  and  the  Tranflation  of  the  fovereign  Authority 
to  the  Romans ;  which  had  till  then  defcended  with 
the  Priedhood,  and  been  poffede  i  by  the  Jews,  though 
often  under  fome  Tribute  to  Heathen  Princes. 

47  Q_  Did  Ariftobulus  or  his  Sons  ever  attempt  the 
Recovery  of  their  Power  and  Government  i 

A.  Being  efcaped  from  Priion  they  made  feveral  vi¬ 
gorous  Attempts,  but  without  Succefs.  % 

48  What  Chmges  did  Jerufalem  pafs  under 
through  thefe  Times  ? 

A.  Gabinius  a  Roman  General,  marching  through  Ju¬ 
dea,  in  a  little  Time  made  a  great  Change  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  IelTened  the  Power  of  Hyrccmus  yet  further,  alter¬ 
ed  the  Coniiitution  of  the  Sanhedrim  or  Jewifh  Senate; 
but  all  was  redored  again  fhortly  after  by  Julius  C<efar  ; 
for  at  Hyrcanus' s  Requed,  he  gave  him  Leave  to  rebuild 
the  Walls  of  Jerufalem,  and  by  a  Decree  from  the  Senate 
of  Rome ,  the  ancient  Friendfhip  with  the  Jews  was  re¬ 


newed. 

49  ^  Where  was  Antipater  all  this  while,  who  had 
excited  Hyrcanus  to  recover  the  Government  of  Judea? 

A.  He  did  many  Services  for  C  o’ far  in  his  Wars  in 
the  neighbouring  Countries ;  whereupon  he  was  made 
his  Lieutenant  in  Judea,  under  Hyrcanus,  who  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  Caijar  in  the  Government  and  High-  Pried- 
hood  :  And  at  the  fame  Time  Antipater  procured  Rha- 
Jael ,  his  elded  Son,  to  be  made  Governor  of  the  City  of 
Jerufalem s  and  Herod ,  }iis  fecond  Son,  Governor  of 

Note, 
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Note,  This  Herod  grew  up  to  high  Power  afterward  ;  he 

was  called  Ilerod  the  Great,  and  was  King  of  Judea, 

when  our  Saviour  was  b  rn. 

5°  What  became  of  Antipater  at  kit  i 

A.  He  was  poifoned  by  one  Mahchus ,  a  Rival,  who 
envied  his  Greatnefs  and  Power  in  Judea  :  But  his  Death 
was  revenged  by  his  Son  Herod ,  uho  vas  permitted  by 
the  Roman  General  to  procure  Malicious  to  be  murder¬ 
ed* 

5 1  ^ further  Troubles  did  the  Jews  meet  with 
about  this  Time  r 

A.  Some  i  art  or  other  of  their  Nation  were  continu¬ 
ally  fubiedt  to  Plunders,  fomecimes.  from  the  Roman  Ge¬ 
nerals.  j  or  not  paying  the  T ribute  demanded ,  or  on  home 
other  Prc  tences ;  home  times  by  the  Parthians ,  who  a  (lifted 
Antigonus,  Sun  of  the  late  King  Ariftobulus,  to  recover 
Je rufalem  and  Judea,  in  Oppofidon  to  the  united  Forces 
ot  Phafael,  and  Herod ',  and  Hyrcanus . 

5  2  Q.  Did  Antigonus  ever  recover  this  Government  ? 

A  The  Parthian  General,  P acorus,  who  was  at  War 
with  the  Remans,  did  by  mere  Treachery  get  into  his 
Cuflodv  bo:h  Hyrcanus  and  Phafaej ,  ieized  Jeruftdem, 
and  nftea  it,  trade  Antigonus  Governor  of  Judea,  and 
delivered  up  Hyrcanus  and  Phafael  to  him  m  Chains; 
but  Herod  made  his  Efcape 

53  Qc  What  became  of  Phafael  and  Hyrcanus  ? 

A.  Phafael  beat  out  his  own  Brains  in  Prifon  ;  Hyrca - 
ntisrs  Ears  were  cut  off,  that  being  maimed  he  might  be. 
no  longer  a  High  Pried,  Lev.  xxi.  iy.  and  he  was  fen; 
afir  off  among  the  Parthians,  that  he  might  raife  no 
Difturbances  againft  Antigonus. 

54  Whither  did  Herod  take  liis  Flight? 

A  After  a  little  Time  he  went  to  Rome  to  reprefent 
all  thefe  Tranf-dlions,  and  he  made  his  Complaints  with 
great  and  unexpected  Suecefs  ;  for  Julius  Ceefar  being 
flain  in  the  Roman  Senate,  Mari:  Antony  and  Grfaaoius, 
(who  was  afterwards  Auguftus  Gayar)  governed  all 
Things  there,  and  they  agreed  to  make  .Herod  King  of 
Judea,  with  the  Confer! t  of  the  Senate,  lipping  it  would 
be  for  their  Intercft  in  the  Parthian  War. 


Se 


ECT. 


Seft.  VIII. 


Of  the  fews  under  zot 

Sect.  VIII.  Of  the  Government  of  Herod  the  Great  ^ 
and  his  Pojlerity ,  over  the  Jews* 

did  Herod  do  on  his  receiving  this 

VV  new  Dignity  ? 

A  He  returning  to  Judea,  firft  relieved  his  Mother, 
who  was  put  in  Prifon  by  Antigonus ,  he  made  himfelf 
Maher  of  Galilee ,  he  deftroyed  force  large  Lands  of 
Robbers  which  in  felled  the  Country  thereabout,  flicker¬ 
ing  themfe'ves  in  Mountains  and  the  Caves  of  deep  and 
craggy  Rocks. 

2  -<b  What  Artifice  did  he  ufe  in  order  to  attack 
them  i 

A.  By  rcafon  of  their  d we' ling  in  fuch  hollow  Caves 
in  Precipices,  there  was  no  foaling  them  from  below; 
and  therefore  to  ferret  them  out  of  their  Dens,  he  made 
large  open  Chefls,  and  filled  them  with  Soldiers,  which 
he  let  down  into  the  Entrances  of  thofe  Caves  by  Chains 
from  Engines  which  he  had  fixed  above,  and  tnus  he 
deflroyed  great  Numbers  of  them. 

Note,  This  Country  was  often  annoyed  with  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  thefe  Plunderers  in  the  Reign  of  Herod y  but 
he  treated  them  without  Mercy,  and  all  the  Country 
that  flickered  them  witn  great  Rigour,  till  he  reftored 
Feace  to  Galilee. 

3  sJi  Where  was  his  next  March  ? 

A.  into  Judea,  againft  dntigonus,  and  after  feveral 
Battles,  with  various  Succefs  on  both  Sides,  at  lad.  by 
the  Aflidance  of  the  Roman  Legions,  befieged  Antigonus 
in  Jerufalem. 

4  Q_  Did  not  Herod  himfelf  attend  this  Siege  ? 

A.  Yes,  but  while  the  Preparations  were  making  for 
it,  he  went  to  Samaria ,  and  there  he  married  Mariamne, 
a  Lady  of  the  Family  of  the  Maccabees  or  Afj'moneans , 
the  Grand  daughter  of  Hyrcanus ,  the  Second,  a  Woman 
of  great  Beauty  and  Virtue,  and  admirable  Qualifications, 
hoping  the  [ews  would  more  readily  receive  him  for 
their  King  by  this  Alliance,  and  having  done  this,  he 
returned  to  the  Siege. 

5  Q_  Did  he  carry  this  Place  at  lad  ? 

A.  He  took  Jerufalem  by  Storm,  after  fix  Months 
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hard  and  blooiy  Service  in  the  Siege,  at  which  the  Mo- 
r'beinS  enraged,  ravaged  the  City  with  lilood  and 
Plunder  notwnhftandtng  all  that  PAW  could  do  to  pre- 

fennrh-  ‘ J £  if6"  Anti^s  there,  wd 

nt  him  to  Antioch  Herod  perfuaded  Mark  Antony  by  a 

Jarge  bribe  to  put  him  to  Death.  7  ' 

Nit\  Her%cnd^  ^  R”gn  of  the  A (jhioneans ,  or  Mac 
cahees  after  that  Race  had  held  the  Government  on* 
Punared  and  twenty  Years  During  great  Part  of  this 

J}'d  “  wdl  as  be/ore>  the  various  Changes  ofthefe 
Je.v,fli  Governors,  or  the  Interruption  by  Heathen 

rable  C  TrS’---  ^O'mtry  of  Judea  wkh  innume- 

irfe  fPiam  eSrdDef°latl0nS>  of"'hicb  J erufalem 
nlelf  had  a  very  large  Share,  nor  did  they  ceafe  in  the 

foi lowing  fears.  : 


6  a.  How  did  Herod  begin  his  Reign  ? 

A.  A s  he  was  forced  to  make  his  Way  to  th»  Kinodorr 
througn  much  Blood,  fp  he  eflablilhed  himfelf  by  the 
fanre  Means,  putting  to  Death  feverai  of  the  Partizans  of 
‘g»tius,  and  among  them  all  the  Councilors  of  the 
Meat  Sanhedrim,  except  Pollio,  who  is  called  Hillel, 
and  uameas,  who  is  called  Sbammai  ;  for  both  of  them 
Pad  encouraged  the  City  to  receive  Herod;  though  rt  w" 

not  out  of  Love  to  him,  but  merely  on  this  View,  that 
it  was  in  vain  to  refill  him. 

bote,.  This  Hillel  and  Shammed  were  two  very  great  and 

eminent  Teachers  among  the  Dodlors  of  Traditi- 
ons  in  the  Jewifh  Schools. 

7.Q-  Who  was  made  High-Pried  after  the  Death  of 
Antigot, us^  who  was  both  Prieft  and  King  ? 

A.  At  tuft  Herod  made  one  Ananelus  or  Ananus  Hiph- 
rieft,  who  was  an  obfeure  Man,  but  of  the  Houfe°of 
educated  among  the  Jews  afar  off  in  Baoylonia, 

therefore  not  fo  likely  to  oppofe  any  of  Herod’s  De- 
Jig  ns  m  Judea. 

A  %DitA™eh°  c°m}ni3e  in  the  High- Prieft.  hood  » 
be:^;  beloved  Wife  Mariamne,  and  her  Mother. 

I:*  ?0  f  °/  ,the  toaccajrees,  were  ever  teazing 
f  ma‘:e  drift obulus ,  Mariamne’ s  Brother,  a  Lad  of 

»X:n-fS,  °ld>  ,HiSh  Pricil  «  Auaneh/s’s  Room! 
u  hom  indeed  it  rathei  belonged  as  an  Heir  Male  of 

that 
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t|iat  Family  •  This  he  at  laft  complied  with  again!!  his 
\Vill ;  but  in  a  very  little  Time  he  procured  him  to  be 

■drowned,  under  Pietence  of  Bathing.  ^ 

0  Q*  What  became  of  Hyrcanus  all  this  while  . 

A.  Though  he  had  been  banifhed  for  fo  many  Years 
among  the  Barthians  and  Babylonians ,  yet  he  returned 
to  Jerufalem  upon  the  Advancement  of  Hercd,  prefu- 
ining  that  the  Marriage  of  his  Grand  daughter,  and  his 
own  former  Merits  towards  him,  would  fc;ure  to  him- 

felf a  peaceful  Old  Age  in  his  own  Country  under  Herod’s 
Protection. 

10  Ho  w  did  Hercd  deal  with  him  ? 

A.  He  received  him  at  firft  withal’  Refpeft,  butfome 
Time  after  found  a  Pretence  to  put  him  to  Death,  when 
he  was  above  eigrity  Years  of  Age,  left  one  Time  or 
other,  being  of  the  Family  of  the  Maccabees  or  sijfmo- 
neansy  he  fhould  be  rellored  to  the  Kingdom. 

1 1  CL  Behdes  all  thele  Confufions  what  other  Ca¬ 
lamity  happened  to  the  Jews  about  this  Time  ? 

A  A  terrible  Earthquake  ran  through  the  whole 
Land  of  Judea,  and  buried  thirty  thoufand  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  in  the  Ruin  cf  their  Houfes,  in  the  feventh  year 
of  Herod's  Reign  ;  a  grievous  Peftilence  followed  it  in  a 
little  Time,  and  a  defolating  Famine  a  very  few  Years 
after,  at  which  Time  Herod  was  very  liberal  to  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  but  he  could  not  gain  their  hearty  Affedtion . 

12  Did  Hercd  maintain  his  Government  when  his 
great  Friend  Mark  Antony  was  ruined  and  vanquifhed  by 
Odlavius  ? 

A.  He  took  care  to  m?ke  early  Submifiion  to  Oftavi- 
us ;  he  laid  afide  his  Diadem  when  he  waited  on  him, 
and  with  open  Heart  he  confeffed  his  former  Friendfhip 
for  Antony ,  but  he  now  allured  Ociavius  of  the  fame 
faithful  Friendfhip  and  Ooedience,  if  he  might  be  trull - 
ed  :  Upon  which  Octavius ,  who  now  aflumed  the  Name 
of  Auguftus  Ccefar,  bid  him  refume  his  Diadem,  ccn- 
ijnned  him  in  the  Kingdom,  and  was  his  Friend  and  Pro- 
tedlor  even  to  his  Death. 

1 3  Did  he  then  continue  to  reign  in  perfedl  Peace  ? 

A.  Domeftic  Troubles  broke  the  Peace  of  his  Mind, 

and  threw  him  into  violent  Giief  and  Rage,  which  fur¬ 
ther  foured  his  Temper  for  all  his  Life  after. 
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H  Q.  vVhat  were  thofe  domeftic  Troubles  ? 

a  BeautyeaTalfe,!0US  <h™W  pofcfi  fo  great 

Hft  any ^  Re  mains' of  the  Fa  ?fter,his  Death,  and 

hinder  the  Succeffion  ofhis^n^atil^theT*1'0/1'1 

of  Judea,  and  for  thefe  Reafons  he  pave  PrivL^O*A°m 
that  m  Cafe  he  died  iwh  u;  xxA  ,  ate  °^ers, 

fhould  be  put  to  Dea^b  : 1  Which^ dreadful  Jf 
communicated  to  his  Queen,  fherefented  it  to  fuch  al)"? 
^ '  t,ia:  would  never  after  receive  him  •  hn* 

Crown  r  l-  fr  ,ions’  b'/  which  he  fecured  the 
whh  the  Me?  f  "r  ,  UpbT?ided  his  Mother  and  Sifter 

BSM  'TX  ’£#S?i!SX2Z 

■  er  and  outer  Salome,  that  at  laft  he  put  his  beioved 
Martumne  to  Death,  under  a  Pretence  of  an  A  tern'ot  !o 
ponon  mm,  and  he  executed  her  Mother  too  al  dTaft  r 
the  Daughter  for  a  real  Plot  againft  his  Life. 

this  T  u  mult  "of  Paffion^  °f  Maria™  "Keve  him  from 

olerce^and  hl^r  ’•  r°r  "?W  his  Love  re£urned  with  Vi- 
o.ence,  and  his  Grief  and  Vexation  joined  with  other 

a.t.ons  to  render  him  a  mold  inferable  Wretch,  a  Tor- 

;i  oh  wle  fn  outrageous  to  all  about  him. 

to  Q  What  '-'Curie  of  Life  did  he  follow  afterward  > 

A  He  grew  more  arbitrary  and  cruel  in  his  Govern. 
p‘en;,’  iie,  Put  what  Perfons  he  pleafed  into  the  H-ph 
neuhooa.  and  turned  them  out  again  at  Pleafure :  He 
made  ftveraj  ‘nnoy;uions  m  the  Laws,  Cuftoms  and 
Rligun  or  the  Jews;  and  introduced  Speftades  of 
v  re  i^ers,  oi  Combats  between  wild  Beads  and  Crimi- 
Mis,  &c  in  Conformity  to  the  Heathens ;  pretending 
it  was  ail  neceflary  to  plesfe  Coe  far  •  ,i  r  ’ 

Heir's  nr.L  r-  7  .  And  thus  fet  the 

f  ear  ?  o,  .he  Jews  muen  more  againft  him,  who  were 

vy,  y  jealous  of  then-  Religion  and  Cuftoms.  Then. 

on -mg  it  needful  for  his  Defence,  as  well  as  for  his 
G.  auvcur  and  Glory,  he  built  fevenl  ftro.ng  Places  and 
io.Vc.is  within  and  without  jerufalem;  he  raifed  Tem- 
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pics  in.  feveral  Cities,  and  dedicated  them  to  C&far,  who 
washis  great  Friend  ;  and  taough  fometimes  he  remitted 
Part  of  the  Taxes,  and  aid  feveral  beneficent  AdLons  to 
ingratiate  himlelf  wit h  the  People  ;  it  was  all  in  vain,  he 

could  not  obtain  their  Love, 

I7(^Wh;t  was  his  greateft  and  moft  confiderable 

Attempt  to  pleafe  the  People,  and  to  perpetuate  his  own 
Name : 

A.  He  propofed  to  rebuild  the  Temple  ai  Jerufalem  : 
For  it  having  now  ilccd  near  live  hundred  Years,  and  be¬ 
ing  fo  often  injured,  broken  and  repaired,  he  pertuadei 
the  Peopie  that  a  new  one  ftiould  be  built  with  much  more 
Magnificence  and  Glory. 

18  But  could  he  perfuade  the  Jews  to  confent  that 
their  Temple  ihould  be  demolifnei  in  order  to  rebuild  it  ? 

A.  Not  tiil  he  had  allured  them  hat  the  old  Temple 
fhould  remiin  untouched  till  all  Materials  were  ready  to 
build  the  new  one  ;  which  he  acluaily  provided  at  vail 
Expence  and  Labour  in  two  Years  Time,  by  employing 
ten  ihoufand  Artificers  for  the  Work,  a  thouiand  Wagons 
for  Carriage,  and  athoufand  Priefts  for  Diredlien 

19  Q.  Did  he  fulfil  his  Promife  in  building  this  new 
Temple  r 

A.  YAs,  he  performed  the  Work  with  prodigious 
Coll;  and  Splendour,  as  it  is  deferibed  by  JoJ'ephus  :  It 
was  built  of  large  Stones,  each  twenty  five  Cubits  long, 
twelve  Cubits  broad,  and  eight  in  Thicknef,  which  tne 
Difciples  defired  our  Saviour  to  take  Notice  of  with 
Wonder,  Mark  xiii.  1,  2.  The  Sandtuary,  that  is  the 
holy  Place ,  and  the  meft  holy  which  were  more  properly 
called  the  Temple,  were  fimfhed  in  a  year  and  a  half,  io 
that  divine  Woilhip  was  performed  there  ;  and  in  eight 
Years  more  he  completed  the  feveral  Walls,  and  (dalle- 
lies.  and  Pillars,  and  Courts,  according  to  his  Ddign. 

20  RAw  could  it  be  faid  tiler ,  John  li.  20.  Forty 
and  fix  Years  was  ;his  Temple  in  building  ? 

A.  It  was  begun  near  forty-fix  Y.ars  before  that 
Pafs  over,  when  our  Saviour  being  near  hirty  one  Years 
old,  was  prefent  at  jerufalem  ;  and  though  the  grand 
Defign  and  Plan  was  executed  in  nine  Years  and  a  half, 
yet  Herod  and  his  Succeilors  were  always  building  Out¬ 
works 
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works  round  it,  or  adding  new  Ornaments  to  it,  even  to 
wardV£ry  °ay  When  Chrift  was  ^ere,  and  long  after- 


w<t;>  it  ueaicatea , 

A.  The  fame  Year  when  it  was  finiilied,  and  on  the 
Anniverfery-day  of  Herod’s  Aeceflion  to  the  Crown,  and 
on^his  Account  it  was  celebrated  with  a  vaft  Number  of 
Sacrifices  and  umverfal  Rejoicing. 

Note,  Within  four  Years  after  this  Dedication,  Jesus 
Christ  our  Saviour  was  born,  and  was  prefented 
there  an  Infant,  according  to  the  Law. 

22  Was  not  this  then  the  third  Temple  of  the 

|  C  W  S  • 


A.  No,  it  was  called  the  fecond  Temple ftill,  becaufe 
though  it  was  built  anew  from  the  Foundations  yet 
it  was  only  by  way  of  Reparation,  it  not  having  been 
rafed  and  demohlhed  with  a  ruinous  Defign,  nor  did  it 

lie  m  Aihes  and  Deflation,  as  it  did,  when  Nebuchad- 
nezzar  deltroyed  it. 


23  Q..  Din  Herod  do  any  thing  after  this  in  Favour  of 
the  Jews  ? 

A.  When  the  Jews  who  were  feattered  throughout 
G reece  dfea  minor  grew  very  numerous,  and  were 
much  diiturbed  and  oppre/Ted  by  the  other  Inhabitants, 
Herod  procured  for  them,  a  new  edablifhment  of  cheir 
Liberties  and  Privileges',  and  Permiffion  to  live  in  other 
Countries,  according  to  their  own  Laws  and  Religion, 
which  had  been  granted  them  before  by  the  Kings  of  Sy¬ 
ria  and  by  the  Romans.  J 

24  Q*  ^^hat  further  Troubles  did  Herod  meet  with  in 
his  Family  ? 

A.  Lis  two  elded  Sons  by  Mariamne ,  nimely  Arijlo - 
bulus  and  Alexander ,  whom  he  had  feat  to  Rome  for  Edu¬ 
cation,  being  returned  to  Jerufalem,  in  the  Heat  of  their 
Vouch,  tney  frequently  expreded  their  Reientments  for 
the  Death  of  their  Mother,  and  thereby  they  became  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  Rage  cf  Salome ,  Herod's  Siller  and  Fa¬ 
vourite  .  And  thus,  fhe,  who  had  been  one  °reat  and 
con fl ant  Inflrument  to  blow  the  Coals  of  Jeafoufv  and 
Difcontent  between  Herod  and  his  Queen,  and  at  iad  to 
©ccafxon  her  Death,  purfued  the  fame  Courfc  to  make 


him 


A 


Sea.  VIII. 


Of  the  Jews  under 


id? 


him  jealous  of  feme  Deftgns  of  hts  Sons  again!!  his  Life 

,-J  What  Iflue  had  thefe  Quarrels  and  Jealeuftes  ? 

A  They  continued  feveral  Years  -.  Plots  were  invent¬ 
ed  on  both  Sides :  Thefe  gave  Her cd  in  his  old  Age  per¬ 
petual  Difquietudes.  Sufpicions  and  Fears  :  But  Salome 
his  Sifter  prevailed  fo  far  by  her  Craft  againft  his  two 
Sons,  that  after  many  Accufat.ons  and  Acquitments  of 
them  (lie  at  laft  procured  their  Condemnation  and  Execu¬ 
tion  by  Herod's  Order  and  the  Content  of  Auguftus  Ca- 
far.  This  was  about  a  year  or  two  before  the  Birth  of 

^i^Q.  What  was  the  general  State  of  the  Heathen 

World  about  this  Time  ?  ,  ,  , 

A  Ail  the  kfiown  Parts  of  the  World  were  fubdued  to 

the  Romans,  and  the  Nations  were  in  Peace ;  on  which 
Account  the  Temple  of  Janus r  was  fhut  up  at  Rome 
which  had  never  been  (hut  but  five  1  imec  nnce  the  find 
building  of  that  City;  and  then  Jesus  Christ  the 
Prince  of  Peace  came  into  the  World,  and  was  born  at 

Bethlehem.  . 

27  Q.  Wherein  does  it  appear  that  the  W  orld  was  thus 

all  at  Quiet  under  the  Government  and  Dominion  of  the 

Romans  ?  mfr  . 

A  Ai«ruftus  C<efar,  the  Emperor  of  Rome,  liTued  out 

a  Decree  that  Year  for  a  geneial  Regifter  of  his  whole 
Empire,  which  St.  Luke  calls  a  Taxing  or  Enrolling  of 
all  the  World,  Luke  ii.  1.  This  brought  Mary  the  Mo¬ 
ther  of  Chrift  to  Bethlehem ,  the  Cicy  ot  David,  to  which 
Family  fhe  belonged,  and  while  fhe  was  there  (lie  brought 
forth  her  Son  Jefus,  as  it  is  written,  Luke  in  1—  1 1. 
Note,  This  Year,  in  which  Chrift  was  born,  according 
to'pdbop  lifer's  exadl  Computation,  is  the  fcur  thou- 
fandth  Year  from  the  Creation  ;  which  falls  in  with  an 
old  Tradition  of  the  Jews,  that  the  World  was  to  la  It 
fix  thoufand  Years  ;  namely,  two  thoufand  \  cars  be¬ 
fore  the  Law,  (or  before  Abraham,  who  was  the  ba¬ 
ther  of  Circumcifion  and  the  Jews)  and  two  thoufand 
under  the  Law  ;  that  is  from  Abraham  to  the  Mefilah  ; 
and  two  thoufand  under  the  Meffiah. 

And  here  I  might  conclude  this  Chapter,  having 

brought  the  Jew i lb  Affairs  down  to  the  Birth  of  Chrift. 

But 
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But  it  may  give  feme  Light  to  the  New  TefWn,. 
tc  csrrv  it  on  a  little  farther.  1  ftament 

28  What  piece  of  Cruelty  was  r/  7  r 

When  he  heard  that  a  Clnid  will  ,  /iW  «uiltv  of> 
of  the  Jews  ?  b°rn  Wh0  was  ^  King 

■O  'hAi^dom  ?'d  H"0d  der‘«"  hr  ,h'  S««®>r 

W  “r£  S’ w'  tr*f 

to  fome  Pnf}-  nf  F-J.  .  .  r<itner  had  raifed  him 

,ll‘  PrS“A  D?'h  of  ■“  “»  b™iJ, 

,  J  D,d  An tifater  fucceed  his  Father  in  the  Kino- 
com,  according  to  Herod's  prefent  Defipn  >  g* 

theV’s  Dtn^8  '°r,the  Crown  and  for  his  Fa- 
.  '  r  s  ^ea'h,  did  really  conlpire  to  poifon  him  and  l,« 

K ,  p(  n  l,im  :  and  it  being  confirmed  by  Au.utius 

was^he  thf/d^11^  bLhis  Cher’s  Approbation.  This 

^  o0n  wno  hierod  put  to  Death. 

I1  j  V  r  nnC?  m  wliat  mannei*  die  Herod  die  ? 

A.  Jn  the  lever,  tieth  Year  of  Ace  and  to  r 

th  Execution  of  his  Son  Antipater,’  Herod  himfdf  died 

by  a  Great- fai  Complication  of  Difeafes.  He  had  a  flow 

ptVer’  a"/;folma’  an  Ulccr  in  his  Bowels  and  hi«  lower 

Streme^in  and  T  °™S  “  n  H* 5  5  hs  1;>nguilhed  under 
extreme  i  am  and  1  orment  till  he  expired,  and  feems  to 

we  been  fmitten  of  God  m  a  fignal  and  terrible  Manner 
whcli  LifeUeky’  ^  ^  ™ki^d  fogies  of  hi  • 

at  Ms  ifeathl' inrtaCCe  °f  CrUdty  w  as  hc  gfdty  of  even 

A.  ?1i°W,ing  how  much  b=  was  hated  of  the  Tews  he 
concluded  there  would  be  no  Lamentation  for  him  ’but 
rather  rejoicing  when  he  died  ;  and  to  prevent  this’  he 
framed  a  Projeft  one  of  the  moft  horrid*  that  could  enter 
into  the  heart  of  Man  ;  he  mramoned  all  the  chief  Jews  , 
over  the  whole  Kingdom  on  Pain  of  Death  to  appear  at 

Jericho,  > 
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Jericho,  where  he  then  lay  ;  he  (hut  them  up  Prifcners  in 

Circus,  or  public  Place  oi  Shews  he  ordered  an  i  ad¬ 
jured  his  Siller  Salome  and  her  Hafband,  who  were  his 
chief  Confidents,  to  Send  in  Soldiers  as  ioon  as  he  was 
dead,  and  put  them  all  to  the  Sword  ;  For  this,  faid  he, 
twill  provide  Mourners  for  my  Funeral  all  the  L*and  over, 

33  ^  Was  this  baroarous  and  bloody  Command  exe* 

cuted  ? 

A.  His  Sifter  Salome ,  as  bad  as  (he  was,  chofe  rather 
to  break  her  Oath  to  him,  than  to  execute  fo  horrid  a 
Defign,  and  therefore  (lie  releafed  them  all  after  his 
Death. 

34.  Q.  What  Pofrerity  did  Herod  leave  behind  him  ? 

A.  He  had  nine  Wives,  and  fuch  of  his  Pollerity  as 
sre  named  in  Scripture,  are  thefe  that  follow,  namely, 
Archelaus  his  Son,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Judea  and  Samaria,  Matt.  ii.  22.  Herod  Anti pas , 
Tetrarch  or  Governor  of  Galilee ,  who  cut  ofr  John  the 
Baptift’s  Held,  Matt.  xiv.  1,  3,  6.  Philip ,  Governor 
of  Iturea  and  Tracbonitis,  Luke  hi.  1 .  and  Herod  Philip , 
who  married  his  own  Niece,  Heredias,  and  had  a  Daugh¬ 
ter  by  her  called  Salome,  who  danced  well.  But  Ilsrodias 
afterward  left  him  to  marry  Herod  Antipas  his  Brother, 
for  which  John  the  Baptift  repicved  this  Herod  Antipas , 
Luke  iii.  19 

This  Heredias  was  Daughter  of  Herod's  Sen,  Arif  cl  u~ 
lus ,  whom  he  out  to  Death,  and  Sifter  of  Herod  Agriypa, 
who  flew  the  Apoftie  James,  Adts  xii.  1,  2.  and  v\as 
aftrewards  fmitten  of  God,  at  Caefarea.  ver.  20 — 23  — * • 
Of  this  Herod  Agrippa  was  born  that  King  Agrippa ,  the 
fecond,  before  whom  Paul  pleaded  his  Catife,  Acts  x\v. 
and  xxvi.  and  his  two  Sifters  were,  Drujjilla ,  Wife  10 
Felix  the  Governor,  Adis  xxiv.  24.  and  Bernice,  who 
attended  her  Brother  Agrippa ,  to  hear  Paul  plead.  This 
Genealogy  is  bor rowed  from  Dr.  Prideaux. 

35  9.  Did  Archelaus  continue  long  in  lus  Govern¬ 
ment  ? 

A.  He  was  guilty  of  many  and  great  Inftances  of  Ty¬ 
ranny,  for  which  lie  was  depofed,  and  baniihed  to  a 
Town  in  Fiance,  by  the  Roman  Emperor,  when  he  had 
reigned  in  Judea,  between  nine  and  ten  Years. 

36  a 
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36  Q  How  was  Judea  governed  afterwards  ? 

t,  “V  The  Romans  were  fo  much  difpleafed  with  the  evif 
Practices  of  Anhelaus ,  that  they  reduced  Judea  to  the 
Form  of  a  Romm  Province,  and  ruled  it  afterwards  by 
Procurators  or  Governors,  who  were  fent  thither  and 
recalled  at  their  Pleafure  :  The  Power  of  Life  and  Death- 
was  taken  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Je  vs,  and  placed  in  the 
Roman  Governor,  and  their  Taxes  were  paid  more  di- 

Iicans  ^  ^  R°man  EmPeror’  and  gathered  by  the  Pub- 

37  Qc  How  did  the  Jews  refent  this  ? 

A.  The  Pharifees  and  the  People  under  their  Influence 
thought  it  unlawful  to  acknowledge  a  King  who  was  not 
a  Jew,  Deut.  xvii.  15.  From  among  thy  Brethren  Jhalt 
thou  fet  a  Kin .  f  wer  thee  :  And  therefore,  though  they 
were  contained  to  pay  Tribute  to  Cafar ,  yet  they 
icarce  allowed  it  to  be  lawful ;  upon  this  Account  they 
looked  upon  thefe  Publicans  with  greater  Detection  than 
any  of  the  Tax-gatherers  in  former  Ages,  while  their 
Governor  was  of  the  Jewifli  Nation  or  Religion. 

Note,  Though  Herod  was  an  Idumean  by  Nation,  yet 
all  the  Idumea  ns  having  received  the  Jewifli  Relig-ion, 
Herod  was  fo  far  counted  a  lawful  Governor,  as  that 
they  did  not  fcruple  paying  Taxes  to  him. 

3  8  Qa  How  was  the  High  PrieHhood  carried  on  at  this 
Time  ? 

A,  As  Herod  had  done  before,  fo  the  Roman  Gover¬ 
nors  continued  to  make  Pligh-Priefls,  and  to  depofe  them 
as  often  as  they  pleafed,  to  anfwer  their  own  Purpcfes. 

39  was  High-Priell  when  our  blefied  Saviour 

was  put  to  Death  ? 

A.  Caiaphasy  who  was  Son  in-law  to  Annas,  who  had 
been  himfeif  High-Priefl:  for  fifteen  Years,  and  was  de- 
pofed  by  one  of  their  Governors. 

A oie,  Caiaphas,  was  not  immediate  SucccfTor  to  Annas* 
for  there  were  three  High-Priefb  came  between  them, 
who  had  been  inflituted^in  thatOflice,  and  depofed  by 
the  Romans  :  Hence  it  may  come  to  pafs,  that  in  the 
Hifory  of  the  Gofpels  we  frequently  read  of  feveral 
Chief-Priefts  at  the  fame  Time,  and  of  Annas  and  Cai% 
aphas ,  being  High-Prielts  at  the  beginning  cf  John 
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She  BaptifFs  Miniftiy,  Luke  iii  2.  For  whether  they 
had  any  concurring  Power  given  them  by  the  Romans 
or  no,  yet  being  thill  alive,  after  they  had  been  in 
that  Office,  they  might  have  their  Title  given  them 
by  the  People,  and  fome  of  them  had  probably  confi- 
derabie  Influence  in  the  Jewilh  Affairs.  In  the  Cafe 
of  Annas  and  Caiaphas ,  fome  fuppofe  one  to  have 
been  Head  of  the  Sanhedrim,  and  to  have  chiefly  ma¬ 
naged  in  Civil  Affairs,  the  other  in  Sacred.  Other® 
fancy  one  to  have  been  the  High-  Prieft,  and  the  other 
the  Deputy  High-PrielL  or  Sagan,  who  was  always 
ready  to  perform  the  Office,  if  the  High-Prieft  wa® 
indifpofed  or  hindered  :  And  fome  think  they  might 
rule  alternately,  or  together,  by  Permiflion,  or  Ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  Romans.  It  is  evident,  the  facred 
Laws  of  Mofes  were  not  ftri&ly  obferved  at  that  Time 
among  them,  nor  long  before. 

Note ,  This  Annas  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  Perfon  with 
that  Ananias,  whom  Paul  did  not  feem  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  for  God’s  High-Prieft,  when  he  reproved  him* 
and  called  him.  Thou  whited  Wall.  A<fts  xxiii.  3 — 3* 

4 0  Who  was  Governor  of  'Judea  at  that  Time  ? 

A.  Pontius  Pilate:  For  Tiberius  C<rfar  (who  had 

reigned  two  or  three  Years  together  with  Auguftus  at 
Rome ,  and  had  after  his  Death  fucceeded  him  now  nine¬ 
teen  Years  in  the  Empire)  had  a  few  Years  before  mado 
this  Pilate  Governor :  He  was  a  Man  thoroughly  pre¬ 
pared  for  all  Manner  of  Iniquity,  which  he  executed 
through  his  whole  Government ;  and  gave  further  Proof 
of  it  in  that  unjuft  Sentence,  which  he  pafled  even  a- 
gainft  his  own  Confidence,  for  the  Crucifixion  of  our 
Blelfed  Lord,  at  the  Requeft  of  the  wicked  Jews* 

41  What  became  of  Pontius  Pilate  at  laft  ? 

A.  He  was  in  a  very  fhort  Time  recalled  by  the  Ro¬ 
man  Emperor  for  Mifdemeanors  in  his  Government,  and 
banilhed  to  V ienne  in  France,  where  he  is  reported  to 
have  put  an  End  to  his  own  Life  by  the  Sword. 

42  Did  the  Jews  grow  wifer  and  better  after¬ 
wards  ? 

A.  They  went  on  by  Perfection  and  Rage  again!! 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  the  Profeflbrs  of  it,  and  by 
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many  other  Crimes,  to  fill  up  the  Meafure  of  their  Ini¬ 
quities,  till  at  laft,  upon  their  InfurreCtion  againft  the 
Romans ,  they  were  expofed  to  the  Fury  of  a  conquering 
Army,  their  City  and  Temple  were  utterly  deftroyed, 
according  to  the  ,Jrophecy  of  Chriil ;  eleven  hundred 
tboufand  of  the  People  perifhed,  and  the  Remains  of  their 
Nation  have  been  fcattered  abroad  through  the  Earth  un¬ 
to  this  Day. 

43  Qi.  What  general  Remark  may  be  drawn  from  the 
Xvh  jle  Hiflory  of  the  Jews  flnce  their  Return  from  the 
Captivity  of  Babylon.  ? 

A.  That  the  Affairs  of  their  Church  and  of  their  State 
have  been  for  the  moil  Part  fo  unhappy,  they  have  been 
fo  much  difquieted  by  the  lnvafions  and  Perfecutions  of 
the  Kings  of  the  Earth,  fo  wretchedly  corrupted  with  the 
Introduction  of  human  Traditions,  Pharifaical  Superfti- 
tions,  and  Heathenifh  Rites  among  them  ;  and  fo  fre¬ 
quently  and  grievoufly  oppreffed  by  their  own  Priefts 
and  Piinces,  as  well  as  Strangers,  that  they  never  did 
enjoy  fo  peaceful,  fo  pious,  and  fo  flourifhing  a  State, 
as  to  give  a  full  Accomplifhment  of  all  thole  glorious 
Prophecies  which  relate  to  their  Happinefs  after  their 
return  from  Captivity. 

44.  What  folio ws  from  this  Remark? 

A.  That  there  mult  be,  in  the  Decrees  and  Provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  a  further  ReferVe  of  Peace,  Holinefs  and 
Happinefs  for  the  Seed  of  Ifrael ,  which  fhall  be  confer- 
red  upon  them  in  the  latter  Days  :  and  therefore  we  can¬ 
not  but  expeCl  a  more  large  and  general  Converfion  of 
the  Jews  to  the  Faith  of  Jefus  the  true  Mefiiah,  than  hath 
ever  yet  appeared,  writh  greater  BlefTmgs  upon  that  Peo¬ 
ple,  wrho  were  once  fo  dear  to  God,  and  are  beloved  for 
their  FaiheF s  Sake .  St.  Paul ,  in  his  eleventh  Chapter 
to  the  Romans,  abundantly  confirms  what  the  Prophets 
encourage  us  to  hope  for. 
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CHAP.'  XX. 

Of  the  Pro?  kscies  which  relate  to  Jesus  Christ  our 
Saviour ,  and  their  Acc ompli foment  ;  cr,  a  Prophetical 
Connection  between  the  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ment. 


INTRODUCTION. 

AS  1  have  given  an  Historical  Continuation 
of  the  Affairs  of  the  jews  from  the  Time  of  Kehe - 
mi  ah,  where  the  Old  Tedament  ends,  to  the  Time  of 
jefus  Chrid  our  Lord  ;  fo  I  have  here  inferted  a  Chapter 
of  fome  of  the  plained  Predidions  or  Prophecies  which, 
are  found  in  the  Old  Tedament,  that  relate  to  the  Per- 
fon,  Offices  and  Glories  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrid  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  are  fulfilled  in  the  Gofpel  :  And  it  may  be 
called,  A  Prophetical  Connection  between  the 
Old  Testament  and  the  New. 

And  becaufe  I  would  not  give  Offence  by  introducing 
fiich  Prophecies  as  are  either  much  doubted  or  denied  by 
any  Chridians  ;  therefore  I  dial!  fcarce  mention  any  but 
what  fome  of  the  Writers  of  the  New  Tedament  either 
directly  cite,  or  to  which  they  have  a  plain  Reference  in 
fome  of  their  Expreffions. 

i  Since  the  great  Subjed  of  the  New  Tedamcnt  is 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  his  Gofpel,  Tell  me  now 
what  are  the  chief  Difcoverles  or  Representations  made 
of  Him  in  the  Old  Tedament  ? 

A.  Befides  the  Types  or  Emblems  of  Chrid  and  his 
Gofpel,  which  are  round  in  the  Jewifh  Worffiip,  there 
are  aifo  feveral  plain  Expreffions  in  the  Books  of  the  Old 
Tedament,  which  a  e  Predictions  or  Prophecies  con¬ 
cerning  Him,  long  before  he  came  into  the  World.  See 
fome  of  the  fypes  in  Chap  V  Qs-  »•<»• 

z  What  is  the  hrli  and  earl  Left  Prophecy  c  f  Chrid? 
A.  Gen,  iii.  15.  Where  -jod  Ciid  to  tliefird  Woman, 
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that  is,  to  Eve,  that  her  Seed  frould  bru'tft  the  Head  qf 
the  Serpent. 

3  Wherein  is  this  Prophecy  fulfilled  ? 

A,  GaL  iv.  4.  God  fent  forth  his  Son  made  of  a  Wo- 
man,  T  John  iii.  8.  The  Son  of  God  was  manifefted ,  that 
he  might  defiroy  the  Works  of  the  Devil  s  that  is,  he 
fhould  deftroy  the  mifchievous  Defigns  and  Deeds  of  the 
Devil,  who  lay  hid  in  the  Serpent,  when  he  tempted 
Adam  and  Eve  to  fin  ;  and  this,  in  the  Language  of  Pro¬ 
phecy,  is  called  Bruifing  the  Serpent's  Head. 

4  What  is  the  next  plain  Prophecy  of  Chrift  ? 

A.  Gen.  xviii.  18  and  xxii,  18.  Where  God  tells 
Abraham,  that  in  him  and  in  his  Seed  frail  all  the  Nati¬ 
ons  of  the  Earth  be  bleffed'. 

5  How  does  this  appear  to  have  a  Reference  to 
Chrift? 

A.  Gal.  iii.  8  The  Scripture  preached  the  Gofpel  unto 
Abraham,  frying.  In  thee  Jhall  all  Nations  be  bleffed, 
ver,  16  Novo  to  Abraham  and  his  Seed  voere  the  Promt - 
fes  made  :  He  frith,  to  thy  Seed,  vohich  is  Chrif  ;  who 
was  to  be  derived  in  a  long  Ccurfe  of  Generations  from 
Abraham ,  and  therefore  Chrift  may  be  called  the  Son  of 
Abraham.  Matt.  i.  1. 

6  To  whom  was  this  Promife  given  befides  Abra¬ 
ham  P 

A.  It  was  given  to  Ifaac  the  Son  of  Abraham,  Gen; 
xxvi.  4.  and  to  Jacob  his  Grandfon,  Gen.  xxviii.  144 
In  thee  and  in  thy  Seed  Jhall  all  Nations  be  blefed . 

7  Did  Jacob  prophecy  concerning  Chrift  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  his  dying  Speech  to  his  Son  Judah ,  Gen. 
xlix.  10.  The  Scepter  (or  Tribe,  as  the  Word  fignifies) 
frail  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  Lawgiver  from  be¬ 
tween  his  Feet ,  until  Shiloh  come,  and  till  the  gathering 
of  the  People  be  unto  him. 

8  Q.  How  can  you  prove  that  this  Prophecy  relates 
to  Chrift  ? 

A,  Shiloh  fignifies,  one  that  is  fent ,  which  is  the  fre¬ 
quent  Character  of  Chrift,  that  he  was  fent  by  the  Father, 
John  x.  36,  13  c,  and  xvii.  18,  21,  23.  (And  indeed  the 
Jews  themfelvcs  own  that  it  fignifies  the  Mefliah  :)  Now 
Judah  did  continue  to  be  a  Tribe,  and  to  have  fame 
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Sort  of  Government  among!!  them  till  Chrifl  came  :  He 
was  about  ten  or  twelve  Years  old  when  Archelaus  was 
depofed,  and  Judea  reduced  to  the  Form  of  a  Roman 
Province,  and  then  the  Power  of  Life  and  Death  was 
-taken  from.them,  See  Chap.  XIX  Qu.  36.  And  when 
the  People,  that  is,  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  were  gather¬ 
ed  va  great  Numbers  unto  Chrift ,  then  the  Tribe  of  Ju- 
Jah,  or  the  Jewifli  Nation,  was  broken  to  Pieces  and 
fcattered,  ferufalem  was  deftroyed,  and  ad  Appearance 
of  Government  among  them  was  loll  ;  which  is  an  effec¬ 
tual  Argument  againfl  the  Jews,  that  their  Mefliah  is  al« 
ready  come, 

9  Who  was  the  next  Perfon  that  prophefied  con¬ 
cerning  Chriii  ? 

A.  Mofes,  in  the  xviiith  Chapter  of  Deut  ver.  15,  1 8. 
The  Lord  thy  Gcd  will  raife  up  unto  thee  a  Prophet  from 
the  midfi  of  thee ,  of  thy  Brethren ,  like  unto  me,  and  t9 
him  Jhall ye  hearken . 

10  How  does  it  appear  Mofes  defigned  Jefus  Chrift 
in  this  Prophecy  ? 

A.  St.  Stephen  the  Martyr  cites  thefe  Words  in  his 
-Dying  Speech  when  he  was  put  to  Death  for  the  Sake  of 
Chrifl,  and  applies  them  to  him.  Acts  vii.  37. 

1 1  Q.  But  were  not  many  Prophets,  as  Ifaiah,  Jere¬ 
miah ,  Elijah,  Elijha ,  and  feveral  others,  like  unto  Mo¬ 
fes  P 

A.  None  of  them,  befides.Jefus  Chrifl,  came  to  infli- 
tutea  new  Religion,  as  Mofes  did  ;  or  wrought  fuch  nu¬ 
merous  a  ad  various  Miracles  to  attefl  their  Dodlrine. 

1 2  Who  was  the  next  eminent  Prophet  that  fpakc 
plainly  of  Chrifl  ? 

A.  David  fpeaks  often  of  him  in  his  Book  of  Pfalms 
In  many  remarkable  Expreflions,  and  defcribes  his  In¬ 
carnation,  his  Sufferings,  his  Exaltation,  and  his  various 
-Offices  of  Prophet,  Pried,  and  Ring:  namely, 

1.  His  coming  into  the  World  to  preach  the  Truth  of 
God,  and  the  Do&rine  of  Righteoufnefs  for  the  Salvati¬ 
on  of  Men,  and  the  Weaknefs  and  Infufficiency  of  the 
jewifh  Sacrifices,  Pfalm  xl.  6,  7,  8.  Sacrifice  and  Offer¬ 
ing  thou  didfi  not  defere  ;  that  is,  the  Jewilh  Sacrifices 
.-were  not  required  as  real  and  effectual  Expiations,  be- 
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caui^  they  could  not  take  away  Sin  :  But  mine  Ears  haft 
i.f  u  °Pengd  :  1  hen  faid  I,  Lo,  I  come  y  in  the  Volume  of 
toe  Book  it  is  written  of  me  :  1  delight  to  do  thy  Will ,  Q 
^y  God, .  1  have  preached  Right eeufmfs  in  the  great  Con- 

gregatzffn,  I  have  declared  thy  Faiihfulneft ,  and  fhy  Sal - 
'***””>  &c.  The  firft  Pan  oHthis  Pfalm  is  exorefely 
applied  to  Cnri,  Heh  x.  5,  -and  inftead  of  the 
Words,  mine  Ear  s' baft  thou  opened,  the  A  pottle  expreiTee 
it,  A  body  haft  thou  prepared  me  :  And  then  he  goes  oh 
to  lhew  how  Chrift  made  himfelf  a  perfeft  and  effectual 

'oacrnxe,  in  Head  of  all  the  imperfect  Sacrifice  under  the 
-Law* 

2;  His  being  chorep  out  of  the  JewHh  Nation  to  be 
Lie  javiour  and  the  King  of  Ifrael ,  is  foretold  under  the 
Kmbleni  of  David,  Piaim  Ixxxix.  18,  &c.  Then  then 
Jpaaeft  m  Vifitm  to  thy  Holy  One .  and Jaid ft ,  I  have  laid 
Heip  upcn\cne  that  is  mighty  y  1  have  exalted  one  chofen  (net 
°f  tie  1  eop.e  :  I  will  make  him  my  Firft-bofn,  higher 
fan  the  Kings  of  the  Earth,  &c.  Chriit  :ss  called"  the 
i  ir JV  born  of  the  Creation,  an  &  King  of  Kings,  Col.  u 
25  Rev  xix  16. 

,  C  Phe  Children  in  the  Temple  fmging  his  Triumph 
v  wn  he  entered  into  ferufalem,  is  early  imitated, 
Pjalm  viii,  2  Out  of  t He  Mouth  of  Babes  and  Sucklings 
tncu  haft  ordained  Strength,  or  perfected  Praifc ;  and  m 
Pfalm  cxviii,  25,  26.  you  have  the  very  Words  of  their 
y^ng.  Save,  now,  1  brfeecb  thee,  (which  in  the  'Hebrew 
Jj  tloftanoaf  )  O  Lord  y  blefted  is  he  that  cometh  in  the 
Name  of  the  Lord  :  Which  is  applied  to  Cirri  11,  Matt, 
xx  ^  g.  And  as  the  Scribes  and  Piiari fees  raged  and  had 
Indignation  agamf  him  on  this  Account,  fo  this  very 
Huge  is  intimated  in  tfie  fame  viiitii  Pfalm ,  ver.  2.  The 
Babes  and  Sucklings  cried  oat,  and  did  ft  ill  or  (Hence  the 
Enemy  and  the  Avenger,  that  is,  the  revengeful  Enemy, 
And  this  is  further  hinted  in  the  cxviiith  Pfalm,  ver  22. 
where  David  calls  ChriJi,  the  Stone  which  the  Builders 
refiftd,  and  which  is  become  the  head  Stone  of  the  Corner  : 
The  Teachers  and  Rulers  of  the  Jews,  who  fhould  >  sve 
been  the  Builders  !of  die  Church,  reje&ed  Chriit,  and  ou 
this  Occafion  he  applies  thefe  Words  to  himfelf.  Matt. 
xxi.  42.  and  they  ate  applied  to  him  by  -the..  Apoftks 
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Paul  and  Peter,  Eph.  ii.  20.  Je/us  Chrift  bimfelf  being 
the  chief  Corner ft  one  ;  and  1  Pet.  1.  7  lbe  Stone  which 
the  Builders  difallovoed ,  is  made  the  Head  of  "  orner, 

4.  His  Perfection  by  Princes  and  People,  is  declared 
in  Pfalm  ii.  I .  Why  do  the  Heathen  rage ,  and  the  People 
imagine  a  vain  Lhing  ?  dhe  Kings  of  the  Earth  fit  t  em- 
f elves ,  and  the  Rulers  take  Counfel  together ’  agairift  t:e 

Lord y  and  againf  his  Anointed,  that  is,  againft  his  Mel- 
fiah  or  Chrift ;  which  was  cited  and  fulfilled,  Adis  iv. 
26,  27.  when  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate ,  and  the  People , 
both  Gentiles  and  Jews,  all  rofe  up  againft  Jefus  of  Na¬ 
zareth.  and  put  him  to  Death. 

5.  His  bitter  Reproaches  and  Sufferings,  and  the 
Mainer  of  his  Death,  is  foretold  by  Da  vid  in  the  xxiid- 
and  Ixixth  Pfalms.  In  the  Beginning  of  the  xxiid  i  falm*. 
David ,  by  way  of  Emblem,  in  Prophecy  fpeaks  the: 
Words  of  Chrift  upon  the  Crofs,  My  God ,  my  God ,  why 
haf  thou  forfaken  me?  ver.  16,  Id.  Ihey  piei  ccd  my 
Hands  and  my  Feet:  'they  parted  ?ny  Garments  among 
them ,  and  caji  Lots  upon  my  Vefiure :  And  that  he  veas> 
brought  dovon  to  the  Dujl  oj  Death ,  ver.  15.  All  tliefe 
Things  were  fulfilled  when  they  nai'ed  his  Hands  and 
Feet  to  a  Crofs,  when  they  caft  Lots  for  his  Garments* 
and  flew  him.  Matt,  xxvii.  35,  46  John  xix  23,  24. 

His  reproaches  and  his  cruel  Treatment  are  defer ibed 
farther,  Pfalm  lxix.  20,  21.  Reproach  hath  broken  my 
Heart  ;  I  am  full  of  Heavinefs  :  They  gave  me  alfo  Gall 
for  my  Meat ,  in  my  Thirfi  they  gave  me  Vinegar  to  drink* 
Matt,  xxvii.  48. 

6.  His  Refurredlion  fron  the  Dead  Pfalm  x*vi.  10. 
For  thou  vjilt  not  leave  my  Soul  in  Hell ,  that  is,  in  the 
State  of  the  Dead,  neither  veilt  thou fuffer  thine  Holy  One 
to  fee  Corruption ,  that  is,  to  lie  long  enough  in  the  Grave 
to  be  fubjedt  to  Rottennefs  :  Thou  veilt  Jb&vo  me  the  Path 
of  Life.  Now  this  was  evidently  fulfilled  in  Chrift,  at 
his  rifing  from  the  Dead  to  Life  again  before  he  had  lain 
three  complete  Days,  Ads  ii.  31.  and  xiii.  33 — 38.  1 
Cor .  xv.  4 

7.  His  Afcenlion  to  Heaven  attended  with  Angels,  his 
Triumph  over  the  Devils,  his  receiving  Gifts  from  the 
Father,  and  his  Diftribution  of  them  to  Men,  are  fore- 
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told  in  Pfalm  lxviii.  17,  18.  The  Chariots  of  God  are 
twenty  thoufand ,  even  thoufahds  of  Angels  ;  the  Lord  is 
among  them .  Thou  haft  afeended  on  high ,  thou  haft  led 
C  aptivity  captive ,  thou  haft  received  Gifts  for  Men  y  yea , 
for  the  Rebellious  alfo ,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  a- 
mong  them .  Which  Words  are  applied  to  our  Saviour 
being  afeended  to  Heaven,  and  having  led  the  Devils 
captive,  and  bellowed  Gifts  on  Men,  namely.  Prophets, 
Apoftles ,  & c.  for  the  Miniltry  of  the  Gofpel,  that  God 
might  dwell  among  Men,  who  before  were  rebellious  a- 
gainft  him,  Eph  iv.  8.  See  alfo  Col.  ii  15.  He  fpoiled 
Principalities  and  Powers ,  and  triumphed  over  them. 

8  His  exaltation  to  the  Kingdom  at  God's  right  Hand, 
and  to  the  Priefthood  of  Intercelfion,  is  deferibed  parti¬ 
cularly,  Pfalm  cx.  1,  4.  The  Lord  faid  unto  my  Lord9 
Sit  thou  at  my  right  Hand  till  I  make  thy  Enemies  thy  Foot - 
ftool :  And,  2'hou  art  a  Prieft  for  ever  after  the  Order  of 
Melchifedek ;  which  Exprdficns  are  applied  to  Chrift, 
Matt.  xxii.  42  44.  Adis  ii.  33,  &c.  Heb  v.  6.  and  ch! 
vii.  2,3,  17.  where  Chrift  is  exalced  to  be  a  King  and  a 
Prieft  as  Melchifedek  was,  and  that  too,  a  Prieft  of  con- 
ftam  Interceftion  or  Pleading  with  God  for  Men,  and 
blelfing  them,  as  Melchifedek  blelfed  Abraham . 

9.  The  Charadler  of  this  King  is  deferibed  in  feveral 
Pfalms;  as  in  Pfalm  xlv.  6,  7.  Thy  Throne ,  O  God ,  is 
for  ever  and  ever  ;  the  Scepter  of  thy  Kingdom  is  a  right 
Scepter  :  Thouloveft  Righteoufnefs  and  hateft  Wickednefs y 
therefore  God.  thy  God ,  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  Oil 
cf  Gladnefs  above  thy  Fellows  :  Which  is  a  plain  De¬ 
scription  of  Jefus  Chrift,  Heb.  i.  8,  9,  whom  God  anoint¬ 
ed  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  with  Power ,  A6ts  x.  38,  and 
who  had  the  Holy  Spirit  without  Me  afire,  John  iii.  34. 
And  yet  further,  in  Pfalm  lxxii.  is  a  large  Charatfer  of 
Chrift  under  the  Emblem  of  Solomon  :  And  Pfalm  lxxxix. 
deferibes  Chrift  under  the  Character  of  David  himfelf. 

10  In  the  fecond  Pfalm ,  his  Refurredlion  and  Exalta¬ 
tion  are  deferibed  under  the  diftinft  and  peculiar  Charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Son  of  God  :  ver.  6,  7.  1  have  fet  my  King 

upon  my  holy  Hill  of  Zion:  and,  l  will  declare  the  Decree , 
Thou  art  my  Son,  this  Day  have  1  begotten  thee  y  Which 
is  cited  to  prove  the  P,efurre&icn  and  Advancement  of 
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Chrift  to  the  Throne  by  the  Power  of  the  Father,  and  a« 
the  Imao  e  of  the  Father.  He  was  firft  the  King  of  l,on 
or  Ifrael,  as  God  is  King  of  his  Church,  Ms  xm.  33 
Heb.  v.  5.  and  he  is  now  alfo  Lord  of  the  Heattien,  and 
King  of  all  Nations,  as  God  is  King  or  Ruler  of  all 
World.  The  8th  Verfe  particularly  declares  the  bubmif- 
fion  of  the  Heathens  to  Chrift,  after  he  begun  his  Work 
cflnterceflion  in  Heaven  :  Aft  of  me,  and  1  Jh all  give 
thee  the  Heathen  for  thine  Inheritance ,  and  the  utter  mo  ft 
Parts  of  the  Earth  for  thy  P of  if  on.  The  next  Words 
alfo.  namely  Thou  jhalt  break  them  with  a  Rod  of  Iron, 
and  dajh  them  in  pieces  like  a  Potter' s  Veffel,  are  applied 
to  Chrift,  Rev.  ii.  27.  and  foretel  his  Power,  and  Ven¬ 
geance  againft  his  Enemies. 

Note  1 ,  In  fome  of  thele  Pfalms  we  fhould  not  have  known 
Chrift  or  Mefliah  was  intended,  if  Chrift  himfelf  or 
the  Apoftles  had  not  cited  them  for  this  Purpofe  ;  yet 
fome  of  them  are  fo  evident,  that  the  ancient  Jews  ap¬ 
plied  them  to  the  Mefliah  ;  and  we  cannot  but  apply 
them  to  him,  becaufe  they  could  not  be  applied  to 
David ,  or  to  any  other  Perfon. 

Note  z.  There  might  be  alfo  many  other  Texts  cited  out 
of  the  Book  of  Pfalms,  which  are  interpreted  concern¬ 
ing  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  New  Teftament,  which  we 
fhould  not  otherwife  have  known  to  belong  to  him  ;  as 
Pfalms  xcvii.  7.  Worjhip  him  all  ye  Gods  ;  which  is 
applied  to  him  in  Heb.  i  6.  Let  all  the  Angels  of  God 
worjhip  him,  who  in  Scripture  are  fometimes  called 
Gods.  So  Pfalm  cii.  25—27.  are  applied  in  the 
fame  Chapter  to  Chrift,  and  (hew  us  that  the  World 
was  created  by  him  ;  Thou ,  Lord ,  in  the  beginning 
haft  laid  the  Foundations  of  the  Earth,  and  the  Hea¬ 
vens  are  the  Work  of  thy  Hands ,  Sic.  In  both  which 
Texts,  as  well  as  in  ieveral  others,  the  very  fame 
Names,  Characters  and  Adions,  which  are  attributed 
to  Jehovah,  the  God  of  the  Jews,  the  only  true  God , 
in  the  Old  Teftament,  are  applied  to  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  New  :  Which  plainly  advances  his  Charade  fo 
high,  as  to  aflfure  us,  that  he  is  one  with  the  Father  ; 
that  he  is  God  manifefted  in  the  Flejh  ;  whofe  Name  is 
Emmanuel,  or  God  with  us  ;  as  we  ihali  learn  im¬ 
mediately  from  Ifaiah  the  Prophet. 
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v  Prop h e c i e s  relating ?  to  Chap.  XX 0 

*3  Qu  We  have  heard  various  and  exprefs  Prophecies 
which  David  % rave  concerning-  the  Mefliah ;  and  did  not 
oolcmon  a  Wo  prophecy  of  Chriit  ? 

A.  Many  Chriftians,  in  elder  and  later  Times,  have 
luppofed  that  the  eighth  Chapter  of  S demon's  Proverbs 

fP*'  "ks  of  Chriil  m  his  divine  Nature,  under  the  Character 
of  Wijdom . 

h  r^,  o  one  of  the  ancient  Fathers  fuppofe  Wijdom ,  in 
*’us  Chapter ,  to  denote  Jesus  Christ  ;  feme  think 
t  means  the  Holy  Spirit  :  But  other  Wj iters  quef- 
tlo?'  whether  there  be  any  fuch  full  and  fuiRcient  Proof 
iYi  either  of  thefe  Opinions  in  the  New  Teflaiufuc,  as 
to  write  them  down  with  Affurance.  AthanaRus  tome- 
times  explains  it  of  Chrift’s  human  Nature.  And  on 
thefe  Accounts  Dr.  Patrick  himfeif  doub  s,  whether 
thi>  be  a  Prophecy  of  Chriil,  or  no  ;  or  whether  it 
only  relates  to  divine  and  human  Wifdom, 

14  Q2  did  not  Solomon  write  the  Song  of  Songs  ? 

and  is  not  Chriil  there  foretold  as  the  Bridegroom  and 
Hufband  of  the  Chinch  ■?  ° 

A.  The  Metaphors  and  Similitudes  of  the  fame  Kind 
which  are  ufed  in  the  xlvth  Pjalm ,  and  in  fome  of  the 
Epjiles,  and  the  Book  of  the  Revelations ,  have  general¬ 
ly  ptifuaded  cur  Christian  Expofitors  to  apply  this  Song 
to  the  fpiritual  Ch  a  rafters  and  Tran  fift  ions  of  Chriil  and 
3iis  Church  :  Bu:  the  ExprefTions  are  fo  much  borrowed 
from  the  Affairs  of  a  human  Love,  that  they  hardly  af¬ 
ford  fuch  fufficient  Argument  for  the  Proof  of  the  Mefliah 
as  more  evident  and  direft  Prophecies,  which  is  my  pre¬ 
fers  chief  Buhnefs  ;  nor  indeed  do  I  know  that  the  New- 
Teftament  cities,  any  cfSclcmon’s  Writings  as  Prophe¬ 
cies  of  Chriil, 

1 5  Which  is  the  next  of  die  Prophets  which  fpeak 
of  Chriit,  as  they  Hand  in  Order  in  our  Bible  t 

A  liaiah,  who  was  caBed  Evangelical  or  Gofpel  Pro¬ 
phet,  becaufe  he  foretels  the  greatell  Variety  of  Events 
that  relate  to  him  :  namely, 

1.  That  he  lhall  be  born  of  a  Virgin,  I  fa.  vii.  u. 
A  V  irgin  Jball  conceive  and  bare  a  Son ,  and  jhall  call  his 
name  Emmanuel;  which  was  explained  and  accom- 
jpliflied  when  the  Virgin  Mary  brought  ferth  her  Son 

jefus. 


Chap.  XX. 


Jesus  Christ. 


22  i 


Jefus,  Matt.  i.  20—23.  The  Name  Emmamtl fignifie* 
God  v nth  us. 

2.  That  he  (hall  be  of  the  Familv  of  Jeffs  or  David* 
vvho  fhall  be  King  of  Ifrael ,*  that  his  Name  fhall  be  The 
mighty  God ,  and  his  Kingdom  fhall  Hand  for  ever.  Iff* 
xi.  10.  In  that  Day  there  fhall  be  a  Root  oj  Jeffe ,  which 
fhall  ft  and for  an  hnjtg?i  of  the  People  ;  to  it  fhall  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  Jeek,  I  fa.  ix.  6/7.  Unto  us  a  Child  is  born  ;  unto  us 
a  Sosi  is  given  ,*  the  Government  Jhall  be  upon  bis  Should¬ 
ers,  and  his  Name  fhall  be  called  Wonderful,  Coutrfellor , 
The  mighty  God ,  The  everlafting  Father,  The  Prince  of 
Peace.  Of  the  Inert  aft  of  his  Government  and  Peace 
there  fhall  be  no  End  :  Upon  the  Throne  of  David ,  and 
upon  his  Kingdom,  to  order  it  and  to  eftablifb  it  with 
Judgment  and  Juft  ice,  from  henceforth  even  for  ever. 

3.  And  yet  that  he  fhould  be  rejected  by  many  of  the 
Jews,  and  fhould  be  received  by  the  Gentiles,  I  fa.  viii. 
14.  He  fhall  be  for  a  Sanctuary  ;  that  is,  a  Refuge  for 
Mankind  :  But  for  a  Stone  tf  fumbling,  and  Rock  of  Of¬ 
fence  to  both  the  Houfes  of  Ifrael ,*  taa*.  is,  both  to  Judah 
and  Benjamin,  who  made  up  the  Jewifh  Nation  ;  or  to 
the  t  vo  Kingdoms  both  of  Judah  and  Ifrael,  as  they 
were  difim^uilhed  in  former  Times.  Now  this  Text  is 
applied  to  C  hr  ill,  Rom  ix.  33.  1  Pet.  ii.  8.  His  Re¬ 
jection  by  the  Jews  is  foretold  alfo  m  lfa.  liii.  1,2,  3. 
Who  hath  believed ,  Sec.  Bat  that  the  Gentiles  (hall 
receive  him  fora  Saviour  and  a  King.  Jfaiah  forte  Is  in 
many  Places ;  as  Chap.  xlix.  6,  7.  He  jhall  be  a  Light 
to  the  Gentiles,  and  Salvation  to  the  Ends  of  the  Earth . 
To  him  whom  Man  dsfpifeth ,  to  him  whom  the  Nation  ab- 
horreth,  that  is,  the  Nation  of  the  Jews,  Kings  ffcdl  look 
And  arife  ;  Princes  alfo  Jhall  worjhip  Which  muit  refer 
to  the  Kings  of  the  Heathens,  for  the  Jews  had  then  no 
Kings  who  worlhipped  him.  If  a.  xlii.  1,  6  Behold  my 
Servant,  whom  I  have  chcfen,  mine  Elcfi,  in  vjhorn  my 
Soul  delightith  ;  I  have  put  my  Spirit  upon  him ,  he  Jhall 
bring  forth  Judgment  to  the  Gentiles.  The  fame  is  re¬ 
peated  in  feveral  other  Chapters,  Jj'a.  liii.  10  and  Iv.  4, 
5,  And  fpeaking  of  the  jews  who  rejected  Chrid,  he 
faith  in  Chapter  xlv,  15.  Ye  fhall  leave  your  Name  J'or  a 
Gurfe  to  my  Chojin,  J'or  the  Lord  God  Jhall  flay  thee,  and 
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&  all  call  his  Servants  by  another  Name .  The  Name  of  a. 

..0Ir,e  ^ke  a  Word  of  Reproach  or  Curfe  among 
tne  Lhriftians,  who  now  are  the  Servants  of  God. 

4.  That  he  fhall  be  full  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  of  Wif- 
dom,  and  Knowledge,  and  Piety,  Juftice  and  Goodnefs  : 
Q  ”•  u  2‘  And  t^rejkall  come  forth  a  Rod  out  of  the 
Stem  of  JeJJe ,  and  a  Branch  (hall  grow  out  of  his  Roots  / 
*nf  tbe  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (hall  reft  upon  him ,  the  Spirit 
QJ  vvifdom  and  Underftanding ,  and  the  Spirit  of  Counfel 
and  Might,  the  Spirit  of  Knowledge ,  and  of  the  Fear  of 
tlft  Lord.  This  is  fulfilled  in  John  iii.  34  He  whom 
God  vat  h  ferity  fpeaketh  the  Word  of  God  ;  for  God  giveth 
trot  the  Spirit  unto  him  by  Meafure  Col.  iii  3,  In  him 
are  hid  all  the  1  reafures  of  Wifdom  and  Knowledge.  John 

32*  The  spirit  abode  upon  him . 

5*  His  Commiffion  for  the  Minilby,  or  Preaching  the 
Gofpel,  is  a;fo  described  by  this  Prophet ;  that  he  fhould 
pronounce  Terror  to  the  Wicked,  and  Peace  to  the  Meek 
and  Humble  and  Penitent :  If  a  xi.  4.  He  (hall jmite  the 
Earth  with  the  Rod  of  his  Mouth ,  with  the  Breath  of  his 
Lips  he  (hall  flay  the  Wicked,  Ifa.  Ixi  1 — 3  The  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anoint¬ 
ed  me  to  preach  good  Tidings  unto  the  Meek,  he  hath  fent 
me  to  bind  up  the  Broken ■  hearted \  to  proclaim  Liberty  to 
the  Captives ,  and  the  Opening  of  the  Prifon  to  them  that 
are  bound ;  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  7  ear  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  Day  of  T engeance  of  our  God  y  to  comfort  ail  that 
mourn ,  &c.  Which  was  evidently  fulfilled  in  Jefus 
Chnft,  when  he  publifhed  Pardon  of  Sin,  and  everlafting 
Life  to  thofe  that  repent  and  believe  in  him  ;  and  pro- 
nounced  the  Punilhments  of  Hell  upon  the  Impenitent ; 
and  our  Saviour  particularly  applies  this  Prophecy  to 
himfelf,  Luke  iv.  18 — 21. 

6.  That  he  fhall  work  Miracles  of  healing  when  he 
«omes  to  be  a  Saviour,  Ifa.  xxxv.  4.  Behold  your  God 
will  come  and  Jave  you  :  'Then  the  Eyes  of  the  Blind  ft?  all 
be  opened ,  and  the  Ears  of  the  Deaf  (hall  be  unftopped : 
hi  hen  Jhall  the  lame  Man  leap  as  an  Hart,  and  the  longue 
of  the  Dumb  Jhall  ftng.  Which  was  fulfilled  when  our 
Saviour  wrought  thefe  Miracles,  not  only  on  other  Oc- 
Q*(ions,  but  more  eminently  m  the  Sight  of  she  Difciples 
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of  John  the  Baptift,  who  came  to  learn  whether  he  were 
the  Chrift  or  no.  Matt.  xt.  2—6  And  our  Saviour 

proves  it  by  bis  Miracles  before  their  Eyes. 
r  7.  That  he  fhould  have  a  Forerunner  to  prepare  his 
Way  in  the  Wildernefs  :  If  a.  xl  3.  'Ihe  Voice  of  him 
that  crieth  in  the  Wildernefs ,  Prepare  ye  the  Way  of  the 
Lord;  make  ftraight  in  the  Defart  a  High -Way  for  our 
God:  And  the  Glory  of  the  Lord  jhall  he  revealed ,  and  ail 
Flejh  (hall fee  it  together :  that  is.  The  Glory  ot  the  Lord 
foail  be  made  vifible  to  flelhly  Eyes  by  dwelling  bodily, 
or  in  the  Body  of  Jefus  Chrift,  when  God  (hall  mamfeft 
himfelf  in  the  Flejh ,  1  Tim.  iii.  13.  And  John  the 
Baptitf  was  his  Forerunner  in  the  Wildernefs  or  Judah , 

Matt.  iii.  1,  2,  3.  r 

S.  The  Sufferings  of  Chrift  alfo,  and  his  Meeknefs 

and  Patience  under  the  Contempt,  Reproaches,  and  Per¬ 
fection  he  met  with  his  Death ;  as  an  Atonement  for 
Sin;  his  being  numbered  among  vile  Sinners  ;  his  Buri¬ 
al  with  the  Rich  ;  his  Refurre&ion,  Exalta  ion,  and  In- 
terceffion  ;  are  all  fpoken  of  in  that  admirable  Chapter, 
Jfa,  liiid.  which  1  defire  my  Readers  to  perufe  in  this 
Place  ^  for  the  whole  of  it  is  exprefled  in  Language  fo 
exceeding  plain,  that  it  feems  fufficient  to  convince  any 
honefl:  Infidel  or  Heathen  ;  and  it  did  actually  convince 
that  wild  and  atheiftical  Nobleman  the  Earl  of  Rochefter , 
in  the  laft  Age,  of  the  Truth- of  the  Gofpel,  when  he 
compared  thefe  Words  of  the  Prophecy  of  Ifaiah  with  the 
xxvith,  and  following  Chapters  of  the  Gofpel  of  St.  Mat~ 
thevo  ;  and  he  became  a  Chriftian  Penitent. 

16  Did  Jeremiah  prophecy  concerning  Chrift  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  a  few  Places  of  his  Prophecy.  Jer.  ii. 
35,  36.  Behold  the  Days  come,  faith  the  Lord ,  that  I 
twill  raife  unto  David  a  righteous  Branch  ;  and  a  King 
Jhall  reign  and  profper,  and  execute  Judgment  and  Juft  ice 
in  the  Barth.  In  his  Days  Judah  jhull  be  faved ,  ana 
Ifrael  Jhall  dwell  fafely  ;  and  this  is  his  Name  vj hereby 
he  Jhall  be  called ,  The  Lord  our  Righteousness. 
Which  is  repeated  Jer .  xxxiii.  14.,  15. 

There  are  alfo  fome  other  Prophecies  relating  to  Chrift 
and  his  Gofpel  in  Jer .  xxxl  fome  of  which  are  cited  ia 
the  New  Tcftament. 
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thrift^  Did  Ezekiel  forctel  “y  Thir‘S  concerning 

A.  Yes,  under  the  Charter  of  David,  the  Servant 
of  God,  who  was  both  a  Shepherd  and  a  King-  •  E~ek 

*X„XJl  *3  ’+•  And l  *»ill fit  up  one  Shepherd  over  them, 
*nd  he  jhaU  feed  fbem,  even  my  Servant  David:  And  / 
,f.  ordvjillhe  their  God,  and  my  Servant  David  a 
Annee  among  them  ;  and  1  will  make  with  them  a  Cove- 

”ant  Cf/™ce’  Ezek  xxxvii-  21.  1  will  take  the  Chil¬ 

dren  of  lfrael from  among  the  Heathen,  whither  they  be 
gone,  /  will  gather  them  On  every  Side,  and  bring  them 
into  their  own  Land  ;  and  I  will  make  them  one  Nation 

*r  "if  ,  UP°n  the  Mountains  of  lfrael,  and  one  Kin* 
Jball  be  Kmg  to  them  all,  ver.  24.  Now  Chrift  jefus 
was  tins  great  Shepherd  of  the  People,  John  x.  t—16. 
and  tving  of  lfrael,  John  i.  49.  and  xix.  19.21. 

*80,  What  vvere  £he  Prophecies  of  Daniel  concerning 

A  Daniel deferibes  him,  as  the  Sen  of  Man  who  came 
with,  the  Clouds  of  Heaven  ;  and  there  was  given  him 
ominion,  and  Glory,  and  a  Kingdom,  that  all  People 
and  Nations  Jhould  ferve  him  ;  and  his  Dominion  is  an 
tverlafting  Dominion,  Dan.  vii,  13,  [4.  Now  our  blef- 
ied  oaviour  is  continually  called  the  Son  of  Man  in  the 
Hiliory  of  the  Gofpel  ;  and  is  faid  to  come  in  the  Clouds 
of  Heaven,.  Matt.  xxiv.  30.  and  xxvi.  64.  and  univerfal 
Dominion  is  given  him,  Matt .  xxviii.  18. 

There  is  alfo  another  very  remarkable  Account  of  Jefus 
CLiiil,  or  the  Meffiah,  given  to  Daniel  by  the  Ano-el 
Gabriel,  Dan.  ix.  2  fcfr.  that  before  the  full  End  "of 
fwenty  Weeks ,  that  is  feventy  times  feven  Days,  which, 
in  prophetical  Language,  are  four  hundred  and  ninety 
/cars,  after  the  Commiilion  to  Nehemiah  to  reflore  Jeru- 
J'alcm,  and  the  Church  of  the  Jews  ;  the  Meffiah  Jball  he 
cut  off,  but  not  for  himfelf :  That  this  Term  of  Years  is 
appointed  to  finijh  Tranfgreffion,  to  make  an  End  of  Sin, 
tG  make  Reconciliation  for  Iniquity,  to  bring  in  euerlafling 
Right eoufncfi ,  to  feal  up  the  Vifion  and  Prophecy,  and  a- 
ttomt  the  moft  Holy.  And  after  this,  The  People  of  the 
Prince  that  Jhall  come,  that  is,  the  Romans,  and  Jball 
defray  the  City  and  the  Saudi  nary.  All  which  were  fulfil- 
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led  in  their  proper  Seafons,  by  the  Death  of  Chrift,  his 
Atonement  for  Sin,  and  the  Deftruaion  of  jerujalem  and 

the  Temple  fome  Time  alter 

19  What  IS  the  next  remarkable  Prophecy,  con¬ 
cerning  Chrih  in  the  Books  of  Scripture  ? 

A.  Miccib  tells  us  the  Place  where  Chrift:  fnould  be 
born.  Micah  v,  2.  Thou  Bethlehem  Ephratah ,  though 
thou  be  little  among  the  thoufands  of  Judah,  yet  out  of  thee 
fall  he  come  forth  unto  me,  that  is  to  be  Ruler  tn  llrael, 
whofe  Goings  forth  have  been  from  cj  old y  from  euet  laft- 
}nfr  Which  Prophecy  is  plainly  fulfilled,  Matt,  ii  1  — 
6.  and  Luke  ii.  4  5.  when  Mary  the  Mother  of  Chnft 
went  up  to  Bethlehem  to  be  taxed  there,  being  of  the  Fa¬ 
mily  of  David,  together  with  Jofeph  her  Hufband,  of  the 
fame  Family,  and  there  {he  brought  forth  her  Son  Jefus. 

20  £>.  What  did  Haggai  foreteJ  concerning  Chrill  l 

A.  Hag.  ii.  6—9-  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  Hefts, 

Yet  cnee  it  is  a  little  while ,  and  l  will  jhake  the  He  aye  ns 
and  the  Earth,  and  the  fea ,  and  the  dry  Land:  And  I 
will  jhake  all  Nations  ;  and  the  Define  of  all  Nations  jhall 
come,  and  I  will  fill  this  Iloufe  with  Glory  faith  the  Lord 
of  Hefts  ;  and  the  Glory  of  this  latter  Houfe  Jhall  be  greater 
than  that  of  the  former ,  faith  the  Lord  oj  Hofis.  W  hie  rs 
natural' y  explained  thus..  “Fie  who  was  the  Defire  of  all 
Nations,  or  who  fnould  be  defired  as  a  Saviour  by  the 
Jews  and  G entiles,  Jhould  cctne  (as  Malachi  exprefies  it) 
into  his  Temple,  Mai.  iii.  1.  And  by  this  Means,  even 
by  his  own  Prefence,  (houlu  make  the  latter  1  empie,. 
which  was  built  after  the  Captivity,  more  glorious  than 
that  of  Solomon’s;  though  its  Riches  and  Magnificence, 
in  all  outward  Refpeds,  were  far  interr  r  to  Solomon  s. 
This  is  the  only  reafonable  Confcru&ion  can  be  put  upon 
thole  Words. 

ai  Does  Zcchariah  tell  us  any  Thing  concerning 
•Chnft  ? 

A.  Though  his  Prophecy  be  generally  pretty  obfeure, 
yet  in  fevcral  Places  hefpeaks  thefe  Things  which  plain¬ 
ly  relate  to  the  Meffiah  ;  fome  whereof  are  cited  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  Chrill  in  the  New  Teftament,  and  feveral  of  them 
were  attributed  to  the  Meffiah  by  the  ancient  Jetts.  See 
the  Texts  that  follow. 

Ido  tells  us  in  Chapter  vi.  verfe  1 2,  Thus  fpeaketh 
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the  Lord  of  Hofts,  faying,  Behold  the  Man  whofe  Name  ig 
the  Branchy  he  Jh all  build  the  Temple  of  the  Lordy  he  Jhall 
hear  the  Glory ,  and  Jhall  fit  and  rule  upon  his  Throne ,  and 
he  Jhall  be  a  Priefi  upon  his  Throne ,  and  the  Counfel  of 
Peace  Jhall  be  between  them  both  :  And  they  that  are  afar 
effy  Jhall  come  and  build  in  the  Temple  of  the  Lord .  Where¬ 
in  the  Prophet  informs  us,  «  that  this  Perfon,  whom 
foregoing  Prophets  have  called  r/k?  Branch  out  of  the  Root 
ofjefiey  fhall  build  up  the  Church  of  God  in  the  World, 
fhall  be  both  a  Prieft  and  a  King  with  Counfels  of  Peace  * 
and  the  Heathens  that  are  afar  off  (hall  come  and  affift 
this  Wo  rk  of  building  up  the  Church  ” 

This  fame  Prophet  declares  alfo,  that  Chrift  lhould 
come  to  Jerufa]em  as  the  King  of  Zion,  meek  and  bringing 
falvation,  riding  upon  a  Colt  the  Foal  of  an  Afs,  Zech* 
ix.  10.  Which  was  fulfilled.  Matt,  xxi.  5.  and  John 
xii.  15. 

22  Does  this  Prophet  fay  any  Thing  concerning 
the  Remiflion  of  Sins  to  be  obtained  through  Jefus  Chrift? 

A.  Yes,  there  is  a  remarkable  Prophecy  in  Zech.  xiii, 
1.  which  muft  be  referred  to  this  Subject.  In  that  Day 
there  Jhall  be  a  Fountain  opened  to  the  Houfe  of  David,  and 
the  Inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  for  fin  and  for  Uncleannefs, 
that  is,  by  the  Death  of  Chrift,  and  his  Blood  making 
Atonement  for  Sin.  And  ver.  7.  his  Sufferings  are  de- 
fcribed,  which  lhould  be  infii&ed  on  him,  when  God 
himfelf  lhould  bruife  him ,  and  make  his  Soul  an  Offering 
for  fin ,  as  lfaiah  expreffes  it ;  and  that  his  Difcipies  for 
a  Seafon  lhould  lorlake  him.  Zech.  xiii.  7.  Awake,  O 
Svgord,  agairfi  my  Shepherd,  and  againfi  the  Man  that 
is  my  Fellow ,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofis.  Smite  the  Shep¬ 
herd,  and  the  Jheep  Jhall  be  fcattsred.  Which  was  fulfilled. 
Matt .  xxvi.  56. 

And  belides  all  this,  his  Sufferings  from  the  Hands  of 
Men  are  alfo  de  fcribed,  namely,  that  he  lhould  be  fold 
for  thirty  pieces  of  fiver,  which  lhould  be  given  to  the 
Potter ,  Zech.  xi.  12,  13.  which  the  Prophet  fpeaks  as 
perfonating  the  Melfiah,  as  David  had  often  done  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  it  was  fulfilled,  Matt,  xxvii  9,  10.  The  Pro¬ 
phet  foretels  alfo  the  Manner  of  his  Death,  namely,  that 
he  lhould  be  pierced /  and  intimates  the  Converfion  of 

feme 


Jesus  Christ. 


i 


Chap.  XX. 


22J 


fome  of  thofe  jews  who  crucified  him,  Zech.  xii.  io. — • 
1  ‘will pour  out  on  the  Houfe  of  Da  vid  and  the  Inhabitants 
of  Jerufalem ,  the  fpirit  of  Grace  and  fupplication  ,*  and 
they  Jhall look  on  me  (or  him)  whom  they  have  pierced ,  and 
mourn  for  him :  Fulfilled  in  John  xix  34,  36.  when 
his  Side  was  pierced  with  a  Spear,  and  ins  Hands  and 
Feet  with  Nails ;  and  dfis  ii.  23,  36,  37,  41.  when  his 
Cruclfiers  were  converted  ;  whereof  a  fuller  and  more 
glorious  Accompliihment  is  expefted  in  the  latter  Days, 
among  the  Jewifh  Nation,  who  have  been  piercing  him 
with  Reproaches  almofl  ever  fince, 

23  And  what  does  Malachi  the  laft  of  the  Prophets 
fpeak  concerning  Chrifl  ? 

A,  His  Prophecy  is  exprefTed  in  pret'y  plain  Language 
Chapter  iii.  1.  Behold  1  will  fend  my  Mefenger  (namely 
John  the  Baptiil)  and  he  Jhall  prepare  the  Way  before  me. 
Matt.  xi.  10.  And  the  Lord  who?n ye  feek  jhall  fuddenly 
come  to  his  Temple ,  even  the  Mejfenger  of  the  Covenant 
whom  you  delight  in.  Ana  he  jhall  fit  as  a  Refiner  and 
Purifier  of  Silver  ;  and  he  Jhall  purify  the  Sons  oj'  Levi, 
that  they  may  offer  to  the  Lord  an  offering  in  Right eouj nefs , 
Now  this  was  accomplilhed  when  Chrifl  came  into  the 
Temple,  and  when  he  reformed  the  evil  Pra&ices  of  the 
Priefls  and  People. 

24  You  have  given  us  a  large  Account  of  what  the 
Jewifh  Prophets  have  foretold  ;  but  were  there  no  others 
befides  the  Jews  which  prophefied  concerning  Chrifl  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  are  two  very  remarkable  Perfons  who 
were  not  Jews,  whole  Exprefiions  have  a  Reference  to 
our  blefied  Saviour  ;  and  thefe  were  Balaam  and  Job . 

25  What  did  Baala?n  fay  concerning  Chrifl? 

A.  There  JJoall  come  a  Star  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  Scepter 
Jhall  rife  out  of  Ifrael ,  and  Jhall  Jmite  the  Corners  of 
Moab,  and  deftroy  all  the  Children  of  Seth  :  Seir  and  E- 
dom  Jhall  be  a  Pojfcjfion  ;  and  out  of  Jacob  Jhall  come  he 
who  Jhall  have  Dominion,  Numb.  xxiv.  17,  &c. 

26  Vvdiat'Reafon  is  given  to  prove  that  this  refers 
to  Chrifl  ? 

A.  Chrifl  is  called  the  Morning  Star,  Rev.  xxii.  ift. 
He  was  of  the  Family  of  Jacob  or  Ifrael:  He  fhall  finite 
and  ddlroy  the  Enemies  of  the  Church,  and  have  the 
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Heathens  for  a  Poffeftion,  and  his  Dominion  is  everlafting, 
Pfalm  ii.  6 — 9. 

27  What  is  the  remarkable  Prophecy  which  Jcit 
fpake  concerning  Chrift  ? 

A.  Job  xix.  25,  26.  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth, 
and  that  hejhall  (i and  at  the  latter  Day  upon  the  Earth  : 
And  though  after  my  8 kin  Worms  dejlroy  this  Body ,  yet  in 
my  Flejh  Jhall  I  fee  God . 

28  Q,  When  is  this  Prophecy  to  be  fulfilled  ? 

A.  When  Chiift  the  Redeemer,  who  lives  in  Heaven, 
ihall  come  to  raife  the  Dead,  and  to  judge  the  World, 
he  jhall  Jtand  at  laft  upon  the  Earthy  after  his  Enemies 
are  conquered  ;  and  the  Children  of  God  in  their  new 
raifed  Bodies  fhall  fee  God  ;  that  is,  fnall  fee  jefus  Chrift 
the  Redeemer,  who  is  Emmanuel,  or  God  with  us;  and 
who  is  described  as  God  manifeft  in  the  Fleflo,  1  The  IT. 
iv.  16,  17.  1  Cor.  xv.  24 — 26.  1  Tim.  iiL  16. 

29  Q._  What  great  and  evident  Truths  may  be  inferred 
from  this  long  Rank  of  Prophecies  concerning  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Saviour  1 

A.  We  learn,  that  from  the  Beginning  of  the  World, 
ever  firce  the  Sin  and  Fall  of  Adam,  throughout  she  feve- 
ral  Ages  of  Mankind,  there  hath  been  a  continual  Suc- 
ceflion  of  Prophecies  given  from  God,  who  foreknows 
all  Things,  concerning  fome  great  and  glorious  Deliverer 
and  Saviour,  who  fhould  be  manifefted  to  the  World  in 
Time  ;  and  that  he  fhould  appear  as  the  King  of  Ifraef 
and  for  the  Salvation  both  of  Je  ws  and  Gentiles :  And 
accordingly  he  has  been  ex  pc  died  by  thofc  good  Men  in 
the  fevtral  Ages  who  were  bell  acquainted  with  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  particularly  in  that  Age  wherein  Jefus  Chrift 
appeared.  See  Luke  i.  69,  70.  and  xxiv.  27.  Adis  iii.  18 
* — 24. 

30  But  does  this  determine  Tefus  the  Son  of  Mary , 
to  be  this  glorious  Perfon,  this  cxpedled  Saviour  ? 

A,  Since  all  the  Charadlers  which  fo  many  Prophets, 
in  fo  many  different  Ages,  have  given  concerning  the 
Mefliah  or  Chrift  the  Saviour,  do  really  agree  and  meet 
together  in  Jefus,  and  in  none  befioes ;  they  leave  us  no 
Room  to  doubt  whether  this  Jefus  of  Nazareth ,  the  Son 
4pf  Mary,  be  the  Chrift  or  no. 
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Abridged  in  Way  of  Question  and  Answer. 


The  INTRODUCTION. 

AVXNG  finifhed  theHiflory  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment,  and  related  in  fhort  the  Affairs  of  the  Jews, 
fo  far  as  we  find  them  recorded  elfevvhere,  vve  proceed 
now  to  theHiflory  cf  the  New  :  The  chief  Subjects  of 
it  are  our  Lord  [esus  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  Man¬ 
kind;  John  the  Baptift.  who  was  the  P'orerunner  ;  and 
the  Apojlles ,  who  were  his  Followers. 

TheHiflory  of  John  the  Baptifl  is  but  fhort  ;  it  con¬ 
tains  a  brief  Narrative  of  his  Birth,  his  Miniflry,  and  his 
Death. 

The  Hiflory  of  Chrift  our  Saviour  is  much  larger,  and 
it  may  be  divided  into  three  diftin ft  Parts,  namely.  The 
Account  of  his  Birth  and  Childhood  ;  the  Account  of  his 
public  Life  and  Miniftry  ;  and  the  Account  of  his  Death 3 
Refurredlion  and  Afcenjion . 

The  Hiflory  of  the  Apojiles,  after  our  Saviour’s  Afcen- 
fion,  begins  with  an  Account  of  the  twelve  Apojiles  in 
general,  but  chiefly  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  John  ;  ana  pro¬ 
ceeds  more  largely  to  a  particular  Account  of  the  Tra- 
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vels,  Labours,  and  SufFerings  of  St.  Paul :  And  this 
concludes  the  Scripture-History,  except  what  is 
Contained  in  the  Vifions  of  St,  John,  in  the  Revelation . 

The  Writers  of  this  Hiltory  are  St.  Matthew  and  St. 
John  the  Apoflles;  St.  Mark  the  Companion  of  St.  Peter , 
and  St.  Luke  the  Companion  of  St.  Paul.  It  is  contained 
chiefly  in  the  four  Gofpels,  written  by  thofe  Evangelifls 
whofe  Names  they  bear;  and  in  the  dels  of  the  Apoftles, 
of  which  Luke  was  the  Writer;  though  fome  further 
Hints  and  Memoirs  may  be  colleded  from  fome  Parts  of 
the  Epiftles. 

w..  •/  /  ■  r  :■  * 

'■  ■■  i111  —■*■■■  -■  ■ 

CHAP.  XXI. 


Of  John  the  Baptift . 

i  Q.  \  S  the  Old  Teflament  begins  with  the  Creation 
"  of  the  World,  fo  the  firfl  Queflion  here  is. 

Who  was  the  Saviour  of  the  World  ? 

A.  Jfsus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  who  was  fent 
down  to  dwell  among  Men,  in  order  to  become  their 
Saviour,  Matt.  i.  21.  1  Tim .  i.  15.  John  iii.  17.  i  John 
iv.  14.  Matt.  xvi.  16. 

2  (Y  What  Notice  was  ever  given  of  his  Coming  ? 

A.  God  himfelf,  and  his  Prophets,  throughout  all 

Ages,  have  foretold  his  coming  as  fome  great  Deliverer, 
as  the  Meftlah,  or  Anointed  of  God,  Luke  i.  70.  Ad*  iii. 
18. 

3  Q.  Were  there  any  plain  Marks  or  Charaders  given 
him  whereby  he  might  be  known  ? 

A.  Yes,  many  Chara&ers  of  him  are  found  in  the 
Books  of  the  Old  Teflament,  as  the  foregoing  Chapter 
declares ;  and  he  has  anfwered  them  all,  both  in  his  Life, 
his  Dodrine,  his  Death,  and  his  Refurre&ion. 

4  Q  Was  fuch  a  Meffiah  expe&ed  by  the  Jews,  to 
whom  the  Books  of  the  Old  Teflament  were  given  ? 

A.  He  was  long  expeded  by  them,  and  particularly 
jn  that  Age  wherein  he  came  :  and  that  both  by  the  Jews 
and  the  Samaritans,  John  i  43  .  Luke  viii.  15-  John^iv. 
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Note,  It  is  worth  our  Obfervation,  that  not  only  the  Jews 
and  Samaritans,  but  the  Heathens  alfo,  about  this 
Time,  expe&ed  Tome  great  King  or  glorious  Perfon 
to  be  born. 

Virgil,  the  Roman  Poet,  who  lived  in  the  Time  of 
Auguftus  Cafar ,  in  his  fourth  Eclogue,  is  fuppofed  to 
deicribe  the  Bleffings  of  the  Government  and  Age  of 
fome  great  Perfon,  who  was  or  fhould  be  born  about 
this  Time  :  And  he  doth  it  in  Language  very  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  Jewiih  Prophet’s  Defcription  of  the  Mefliih, 
and  his  Kingdom.  Some  fuppofe  that  he  borrowed 
this  Senfe  from  fome  ancient  Books  of  the  P/opheteffes, 
who  were  called  Sybils  :  But  it  is  evident  that  thofe 
Writings  of  the  Sybils  which  are  delivered  down  to 
us,  have  fo  many  Signs  of  Forgery,  that  we  can  give 
no  great  Credit  to  them. 

Suetonius ,  a  Roman  Writer,  tells  us,  in  the  Life  of 
Augujlus  Cafar,  that  there  was  one  Julins  Marathus , 
declared,  4 4  that  Nature  wis  about  to  bring  forth  a 
44  King  forthe  People  of  Rome  A  Fie  fays  alfo,  in  the 
Life  of  Vefpajian ,  44  that  there  had  prevailed  over  all 
44  the  eaftern  Part  of  the  World,  a  conffant  opinion, 
44  that  about  that  Time  there  Ihould  come  out  of  Judea 
44  thofe  who  fhould  obtain  the  Empire  of  the  World. ” 
Tacitus ,  another  of  their  Hifforians,  faith  the  fame 
Thing  ;  and  44  that  it  was  contained  in  the  ancient 
44  Books  ofthejenvijh  Priefis  ;  fo  that  both  Jews  and 
44  Gentiles  expected  now  iome  glorious  Perfon  to  arife 
44  in  the  World.” 

5  Qi,  Who  was  the  Forerunner,  or  the  Meffenger  fent 
to  declare  that  he  was  juft  at  Hand  ? 

A.  John  the  Baptift,  the  Son  of  Ztcharias  and  El  if  a - 
bethy  Luke  i  5,67.  Mark i.  2. 

5  Qc  What  was  Zech arias  P 

A.  A  good  Man,  and  a  Prieft,  who  lived  without  a 
Child  till  his  Wife  and  he  were  both  grown  old,  Luke  i. 
6,  7. 

7  What  was  there  remarkable  in  the  Birth  of  John  ? 
A.  The  Angel  Gabriel  appeared  to  Zecharias  while 
he  was  offering  Incenfe  in  the  Temple,  and  the  People 
were  praying  without,  and  told  him  that  lie  fhould  have 
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a  Son,  and  fhould  call  his  Name  John,  Luke  i  9,  &c. 

8  What  Sign  did  the  Angel  give  of  the  Truth  of 

his  MefTage  ? 

A.  That  Zccharias  fhould  be  dumb,  and  not  able  to 
{peak  till  John  was  bcrn,  <ver.  20. 

9  Q.  What  Honour  was  done  to  Elifabeth  while  flie 
was  with  Child  of  her  Son  ? 

A.  i  he  Virgin  Mary ,  the  Mother  of  Jefus,  made  a 
Vifit  to  her,  and  they  both  rejoiced  and  praifed  God  to¬ 
gether  in  a  divme  Pvapture,  Luke  i.  39 — 53, 

10  W hen  was  'Zecharias  relsafed  from  his  Dumb- 
nefs,  and  had  his  Voice  reftored  to  him  ? 

A.  When  his  Wife  brought  forth  a  Son,  and  they  were 
going  to  circurncife  the  Child,  he  wrote  his  name  John 
on  a  Table,  and  then  his  Tongue  was  loofed,  and  he 
fpake  the  Praifes  of  God,  <ver.  59 — 64. 

1 1  FL  Where  was  John  brought  up  ? 

A.  In  the  de  art  Country,  or  Wildernefs  of  Judeaf 
and  there  alfo  he  began  his  public  Minidry,  when  he 
was  about  thirty  Years  of  Age,  *uer.  80.  and  Luke  iii.  2 . 

12  What  was  his  chief  Co  mmiflion  from  God? 

A.  He  was  fent  to  preach  the  Dodlrine  of  Repentance 

and  Forgivenefs  of  Sins  ;  to  baptize  or  wafh  with  Water 
thofe  who  pro fe fled  their  Repentance,  and  to  diredt  the 
People  to  Chrift  as  the  Saviour,  Mark  i.  4,  5,  John  i,  2 6, 

31* 

1  3  ^  What  further  Inftrudlions  did  he  give  to  the 
People  ? 

A.  Pie  bid  them  not  truft  in  their  being  the  Children 
of  Abraham  :  he  taught  them  LefTons  of  Love  and  Libe¬ 
rality ;  to  give  Food  and  Clothing  to  thofe  who  wanted  : 
and  he  gave  fpecial  Directions  to  the  Pharifees  and  Sad- 
ducees,  to  the  Publicans,  and  the  Soldiers  who  came  to 
be  baptized.  Matt.  iii.  7,  8.  Luke  iii  7 — -14. 

.4  What  Directions  did  he  give  to  the  Pharifees 
and  oadducces  ? 

A.  He  bid  them  bring  forth  Fruits  in  their  Lives,  to 
make  their  Repentance  appear,  as  well  as  profefs  it  with 
their  Lips,  Matt.  iii.  7,  8. 

1 5  FK  What  Advice  did  he  give  the  Publicans  or  Tax  • 

Gatherers  ? 

A.  To 
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A.  To  exaft  or  demand  no  more  Money  of  the  People 
than  what  was  appointed,  Luke  in,  13. 

1 5  And  what  was  his  Counfel  to  the  Soldiers? 

A.  To  do  Violence  or  Injury  to  none,  to  accufe  no 
Perfon  falfly,  and  to  be  content  with  their  Pay,  Luke 
iii.  14. 

17  2.  What  did  he  fay  concerning  himfelf  ? 

A.  That  he  was  not  the  Chrid,  nor  the  very  Prophet 
Elias  rifen  from  the  Dead  ;  but  that  he  was  only  come 
as  a  Voice  in  the  Wilder nefs ,  to  prepare  the  W ay  of  the 
Lord ,  according  to  the  Prophecy  of  Ifaiah ,  John  i.  20 — 
23.  Ifa,  xl.  3. 

18  But  does  not  Jefus  Chrid  himfelffay,  that  John 
was  Elias ,  or  Elijah  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  becaufe  he  came  in  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
Elias ,  to  prepare  the  Way  for  Chrid,  according  to  the 
Senfe  of  the  Prophet  Malachi ,  Mai.  iv.  5,  Luke  i.  17. 
Matt,  xvii  12,  13. 

19  Qz,  Wherein  did  he  imitate  or  look  like  Elias  or 
Elijah  ? 

A.  That  he  wore  a  Garment  of  Hair  ;  that  he  lived 
an  audere  Life,  like  Elijah ,  in  the  Wildcrnefs  ;  that  he 
came  to  begin  a  Reformation  among  the  Jew's,  as  Elias 
did  vhen  they  were  greatly  corrupted;  and  he  reproved 
Herod,  as  Elias  reproved  Ahab ,  Mark  i.  6.  and  ix.  13. 
Matt.  xiv  3. 

20  What  did  he  fay  concerning  Jefus  Chrid  ? 

A.  He  declared  that  though  Jefus  came  after  him, 
yet  he  was  not  worthy  to  bear  his  Shoes ;  that  he  only 
baptized  with  Water,  but  Jefus  would  baptize  with  the 
Holy  Ghof  and  with  Fire  ,*  and  he  pointed  him  out  in 
the  Midft  of  the  People  ;  This  is  the  Lamb  of  God,  that 
taketh  away  the  Sins  rf  the  World,  John  i.  29 — 34. 
Matt.  iii.  j  1. 

21  Ef  How  did  he  come  to  know  Jefus  Chrid  ? 

A.  He  had  fome  Notice  given  him  privately  from 
God,  and  he  had  a  further  public  Sign  from  Heaven  to 
confirm  his  Knowledge  of  him. 

22  What  was  that  public  Sign  ? 

A.  When  Jefus  was  baptized  by  John  at  the  River 
Jordan ,  the  Holy  Ghofl  came  down  like  a  Douc,  and 

P  4  23  Q.  Did 
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r eft ed  upon  himt  as  God  had  foretold  him.  Matt,  iii,  i6, 
17*  and  John  i.  31 — 33. 

.  23  t^ie  Difciples  of  John  immediately  leave 

him,  and  follow  Jefus  ? 

A.  No  ;  for  Jefus  had  not  then  begun  his  public  Mi- 
niftry. 

'  2 4  How  did  John  further  recommend  Tefus  Chrif: 

to  his  Difciples? 

A.  Some  Time  after  he  fent  them  to  fee  the  Miracles 
that  Jefus  wrought,  that  they  might  be  convinced  that 
he  was  the  MeiTiah,  Matt.  xi.  6. 

25  ^  What  became  of  John  the  Baptift  ? 

A.  He  was  call  into  Frifon  by  Herod ,  becaufe  he  re¬ 
proved  him  for  taking  Herodias,  his  Bi other  Philips 
Wife,  Matt ,  xiv.  3,  4. 

26  ^  Did  not  Herod  hear  John  preach  fometimes, 
and  reformed  fome  of  his  evil  Pradices  upon  it  ? 

A  Yes,  he  did  ;  and  yet  he  was  perfuaded  to  put  him 
to  Death  at  lad,  to  fatis fy  the  Malice  and  Revenge  of 
this  wicked  Woman,  Mark  vi.  20 — 29, 

27  Q.  How  came  this  to  pafs  ? 

A.  Upon  Herod's  Birth- day  the  Daughter  of  Herodias 
pleafed  the  King  fo  well  with  her  Dancing,  that  he  pro- 
mifed  to  give  her  whatever  fhe  allied  ;  and  her  Mother 
bid  her  afk  for  John  the  Baptid’s  Head  in  a  Didi,  Matt , 
xiv.  6 — 8. 

28  And  did  Herod  then  comply  with  this  bloodv 
Requeft  ? 

A.  Yes,  for  he  had  fworn  to  it  before  a  great  deal  of 
Company ;  and  rather  than  break  his  radi  and  fmful 
Oath,  he  would  kill  a  Prophet  of  God,  Matt,  xiv  9—1 1 . 

29  ^  What  became  of  the  Body  of  John  the  Baptifl  ? 

A.  His  Difciples  took  it  up  and  buried  it,  wr.  12. 

30  Whither  did  his  Difciples  go  afterward  ? 

A.  They  went  and  told  Jefus  what  had  befallen  their 
Matter,  and  probably  they  became  the  Difciples  of  Jefus, 
ever.  12. 
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CHAP.  XXII. 


Of  the  Birth  and  Childhood  c/'Jesus  Christ, 
i  9.  TI7HO  was  Jesus  Christ  ? 

YV  A  The  Son  of  God,  who  came  into  this 

World  to  be  the  Saviour  of  Men,  I  John  iv.  14.  John 

m  •  • 

1  2  J>  What  does  the  Name  Jesus  Ch  rist  fignify  ? 

A^lEStis  (which  is  his  proper  Name)  fignifies  a  Sa¬ 
viour;  and  Christ,  is  the  fame  in  Greek  that  Mejftah 
is  in  Hebrew,  which  fignifies  his  being  anointed,  or  ap. 
pointed  to  that  Office,  Matt.  i.  21  John  i.  41.  Pfalm 

ii.  2.  _  ,  ... 

3  Where  did  he  dwell  before  he  came  into  this 

World?  .  ,  . 

A.  He  dwelt  with  God  his  Father  in  a  very  glorious 

State  before  this  World  was  made,  John  xvii.  3*  and 

chap.  i.  1,  2,  14.  .  ___  , 

a  In  what  Manner  did  he  come  into  this  World  ? 

A.  He  laid  afide  his  Glory,  he  took  a  Body  of  Flefh 
and  Blood,  which  God  had  prepared  for  him,  and  was 
born  of  Mary ,  who  was  a  Virgin,  according  to  the  Pro¬ 
phecy  of  Ifaiah,  Phil.  ii.  7.  Heb.  ii.  14*  afld  x.  5*  Matt, 
j.  20,  23.  Ifa.  vii.  14. 

5  Who  was  this  Mary,  the  Mother  of  Jefus  Chrift? 
A.  She  was  a  poor  young  Woman  of  the  Family  of 

David,  who  was  efpoufed  to,  or  had  confented  to  marry 
Jofeph,  a  Carpenter,  who  was  alfo  of  the  Houfe  of 
David,  that  Royal  Family  being  then  fallen  into  Decay, 
Matt.  i.  18,  20.  Luke  i.  32.  Matt.  xiii.  55. 

6  Did  Jofeph  marry  her  afterwards  t 

A.  Jofeph  was  admonifhed  by  an  Angel  of  God  to 
marry  her  without  Fear,  becaufe  the  Child  that  was  form¬ 
ed  in  her  was  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  Matt.  i.  20. 

7  4J.  What  Notice  had  Mary  that  ihe  fhould  have  fuch 

a  Son  / 

A.  The  Angel  Gabriel  was  fent  to  her  at  Nazareth , 
where  Ihe  dwelt,  to  allure  her  that  the  Pcvoer  of  the  moft 
hi^h  God  fhould  over-fhadov:  her,  and  that  Ihe  fhould 
bring  forth  a  Child  who  ihould  be  called  the  Son  of  God, 
Luke  i.  26 — 35. 
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8  bf  How  was  Mary  further  encouraged  in  this  He pe  > 

A,  While  lhe  was  with  Child  with  her  Son  jefus,  {he 

went  to  viixt  her  Couitn  Elifabeth,  v/ho  was  then  with 
Child  with  John  the  Baptid  ;  Elijabeth  fainted  her  as  the 
Mather  of  the  Meffiah,  and  they  were  both  inioired  to 
prai  e  the  Lord  with  divine  Raptures,  Luke  i.  in—  ccm 

9  Where  was  Jefus  Chrift  born  ? 

A.  In  Bethlehem,  the  City  01  David,  according  to  the 

Prophecy  of  Mi  cab,  Luke  li.  4.  Matt.  ii.  c,  6.  Micah 
v.  2. 

I  o  $>m  How  came  Mary  to  lie-in  at  Bethlehem  ? 

A.  Auguftus  Cezfar,  the  Emperor,  had  decreed  to  tax 
or  regider  all  the  World  ;  and  Jofcph  being  of  theHoufe 
of  David,  went  up  with  Mary  his  efpoufed  Wife,  to  be 
regidered  or  taxed  in  Bethlehem  the  City  of  David 
Luke  ii.  1 — 5. 

I I  WhatPrcvifion  was  made  for  her  there  ? 

A.  A  poor  Provision  indeed  :  There  was  no  Room  for 
them  in  the  Inn  ;  lhe  wras  lodged  in  a  Stable,  and  when 
flie  brought  foith  her  Son,  lhe  laid  him  in  the  Manger, 
Luke  ii.  7. 

12^.  What  fpecial  Notices  were  given  that  this 
Child  was  the  MeiTiah,  or  Chrid  the  King  of  Ifrael ? 

A .  Many  Notices  were  given  of  it  by  Angels  and  Men, 
by  Jews  and  Gentiles. 

13  4L  What  Notice  was  given  by  Angels  that  Chrift 
was  born  ? 

A,  An  Angel  appeared  to  fome  Shepherds  by  Night, 
and  fent  them  to  find  the  Babe  in  a  Manger  at  Bethlehem , 
Luke  ii.  8 — 16. 

14  EE  What  Joy  was  lliewn  among  the  Angels  upon 
this  Occafion  ? 

A.  A  Multitude  of  the  heavenly  Hod  praifed  God, 
faying,  Glory  to  Godin  the  Higheft ,  P eace  on  Earth,  and 
Good-will  towards  Men  :  And  this  the  Shepherds  heard, 
1 ter,  13,  14. 

\  5  EE  What  Tedimonies  were  given  to  Jefus  Chrid  in 
his  Infancy  by  any  of  the  jews  ? 

A.  When  he  was  brought  to  the  Temple  to  be  c  ire  urn - 
cifed,  and  prefented  to  the  Lord  as  the  Fird-born,  67- 
meon  an  Anna ,  two  ancient  Perfons  among  the  Jews, 
bore  Witnefs  to  him,  ver.  25,  26, 
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1 6  Q.  what  was  the  Witnefs  which  Simeon  bore  to 

the  Infant  Jefus  ?  # 

A.  It  was  revelled  to  him  that  he  mould  not  die  be¬ 
fore  he  had  feen  the  Mefliah  ;  and  he  took  Jefus  up  in  his 
Arms,  and  faid.  Now  Lord ,  let  thy  Servant  depart  in. 
Peace,  for  mine  Eyes  have  feen  thy  Salvation ,  ver.  26,  30* 

17  What  Witnefs  did  Anna  bear  to  him  ? 

A.  She  was  an  aged  Widow,  and  a  Prophetefs  ;  Ihe 
gave  Thanks  to  the  Lord  concerning  him,  and  fpake  of 
him  to  all  that  looked  for  Redemption  in  Jerufalem,  ver . 

3  6 — 38. 

1  s  Who  among  the  Gentiles  received  Notice  of  the 
Eirth  of  Chrifl  ? 

A.  Some  wife  Men  in  the  Eafl  had  feen  a  new  Star, 
and  they  had  fome  divine  Notice  that  a  King  of  the  Jews 
was  born,  and  they  came  to  werfhip  him,  Matt.  ii.  1,  2. 

19  Q.  How  did  they  find  out  the  Houfe  where  Jefus 
was  f 

A.  The  Star  went  before  them,  and  flood  over  the 
Place  where  the  Infant  lay,  ver.  9. 

20  What  Honour  did  they  do  him  ? 

A.  They  fell  down  and  worfhipped  him,  and  prefent- 
ed  him  Gold  and  Spices,  ver.  11. 

21  Q.  What  Enemies  or  Dangers  did  Jefus  meet  with 
in  his  Infancy  ? 

A,  Herod  the  Great  who  then  reigned  in  Judea,  hav¬ 
ing  heard  from  the  wife  Men  that  a  King  of  the  Jews  was 
born,  was  filled  with  Jealoufy,  and  thought  to  deflroy 
Jefus,  ver.  13. 

22  Q.  What  Means  did  Herod  ufe  to  deflroy  him  ? 

A.  He  flew  all  the  Children  that  were  in  or  near  Beth - 
lehem,  under  two  Years  old,  ver.  16. 

23  How  did  the  Child  jefus  efcape  ? 

A.  Jofeph,  his  fuppofed  Father,  was  warned  by  an 
Angel  to  take  the  young  Child  and  his  Mother  and flee  into 
Egypt,  ver.  I  3. 

24  When  did  Jefus  return  into  the  Land  of  Ifracl  ? 

A.  W  hen  Herod  was  dead,  God  fent  a  Meflage  by  an 

Angel,  in  a  Dream,  to  command  Jo'eph  and  Mary  to  re¬ 
turn  with  him  ;  fo  they  returned  into  Galilee,  and  dwelt 
in  Nazareth,  their  City,  ver.  19 — 23. 


25  Q^Was 


3*3$  The  public  Life  and  Chap.  XXIII. 

Ql  Was  there  any  Thing  further  remarkable  in  the 
Childhood  of  Jefus  ? 

A.  When  he  was  twelve  Years  old  he  went  up  with 
his  Parents  to  the  Pafs-over,  according  to  their  Cuftom  • 
but  when  they  returned,  they  miffed  their  Son ,  S  iL 
41  43* 

26  Where  did  they  find  him  ? 

A.  They  turned  back  to  Jerufalem,  and  after  three 
Days  they  found  him  in  the  Temple,  in  the  midfi  of  the 
D  odors,  both  hearing  them,  and  afking  them  Quell  ions, 
ver.  45,  46. 

2  7  Ok  What  Reafon  did  the  Child  Jefus  give  for  his 
Conduft  ? 

A  He  told  them,  that  they  might  have  fuppofed  he 
was  about  his  Father's  Bufinefs  ;  but  he  went  down  with 
them  to  Nazareth ,  where  he  fpent  the  reft  of  his  Child¬ 
hood,  and  was  fubjedt  to  his  Parents,  Luke  ii.  49 — 51. 

28  How  did  Jefus  employ  his  younger  Years  ? 

A.  It  is  reported  by  the  Ancients,  that  he  was  brought 
up  to  his  Father’s  Trade,  who  was  a  Country  Carpenter, 
and  that  he  made  Ploughs,  and  Yokes  for  Oxen;  for  Je¬ 
fus  himfelr  is  called  a  Carpenter,  Mark  vi.  3. 
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Of  the  public  Life  and  Mini/lry  of  Christ. 

INTRODUCTION. 

His  Preparation  for  his  public  Work. 

1  J\  T  What  Age  did  Jefus  begin  to  appear  in 
JLIL  public  ? 

A.  At  about  thirty  Years  of  Age,  Luke  ni.  23. 

2  How  was  he  prepared  for  his  public  Work  ? 

A.  He  was  eminently  prepared  for  it  by  his  Baptifm, 
by  the  Defcent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  him,  by  his  Pve- 
tirement,  and  his  Temptations,  Luke  iii.  and  iv. 

3  Qc.  When  was  Jefus  Chrift  baptized  ? 


A.  When 


A.  When  John  the  Baptift  was  fent  with  a  Commifli- 
on  to  baptize  Men,  Jefus  offered  him felf  at  the  River 
Jordan  to  be  baptized,  that  he  might  fulfil  all  Righteonfa 
nefs,  though  he  had  no  Need  to  be  wafhed  from  bin. 

Matt -  iii.  14,  15. 

a  9.  What  Teftknony  did  he  receive  from  John  the 

Baptift  ?  /  HI 

A.  John  declared,  that  Jefus  was  the  Lamb  of  God 

tquho  would  take  away  the  Jins  of  the  VL  or  Id  ;  and  that  he 
him  felf,  who  baptized  with  Water ,  was  not  worthy  to 
loofe  the  Shces  of  Jefus  becaufe  he  was  appointed  to 
baptize  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  with  Fire,  Matt.  iii.  ii. 

5  What  Miracle  attended  this  Baptifm  ? 

A,  When  Jefus  came  out  of  the  Water ,  the  fpirit  of 
God  like  a  Dove  defended  upon  him ,  and  a  T oice  from 
Heaven  was  heard ,  faying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in 
whom  1  am  well  pie afed,  Matt,  iii.  16,  1 7 • 

6  dL  Whither  did  he  go  for  his  Retirement  after  he 
was  baptized  f 

A.  He  was  led  into  the  Wildernefs,  not  only  to  en¬ 
dure  Temptation,  and  conquer  the  Tempter  there,  but 
probably  to  fpend  forty  Days  in  Meditation  and  Prayer, 
and  converfe  with  God  ;  as  Mofes,  before  his  giving  the 
Laws  to  Ifirael,  fpent  forty  Days  with  God  on-  Mount 
Sinai,  Mark  i.  12,  13. 

7  Was  this  the  Place  of  his  Conteft  with  the 
Tempter  ? 

A.  Yes,  the  Devil  affaulted  him  here  with  three  pow¬ 
erful  Temptations,  Matt.  iv.  1 — 11. 

8  Q.  What  was  the  firft  Temptation  ? 

A.  The  Devil  perfuaded  him  to  turn  Stones  into 
Bread,  becaufe  he  was  an  hungry,  having  failed  forty 
Days, 

g  Q.  How  did  Chrift  anfwer  him  ? 

A.  By  (hewing  him  that  Man  doth  not  live  by  Bread 
alone,  but  by  the  Power  and  BleJjing  of  God,  Deut.  viii,  3. 

10  Q.  What  was  the  ftcond  Temptation  t 

A.  The  Devil  let  him  upon  a  Pinnacle  of  the  Temple, 
and  bid  him  caft  himfelf  down,  for  there  was  a  Promife, 
in  Pfalm  xci.  11.  that  Angels  faculd  bear  him  up,  fo  that 
he  (hould  receive  no  Hurt, 


11  Q.  How 

f 


34°  Jesus,  the  Messiah.  Chap.  XXIU* 

a1  How  did  Jefus  refid  that  Temptation  ? 

A.  By  fhewing  that  we  mufl  not  tempt  the  Providence 
of  God  any  Way,  Deut .  vi.  16.  and  therefore  we  mufl 
Jiot  venture  upon  Dangers  without  Neceffity, 

i  a  What  was  the  third  Temptation  ? 

A  The  Devil  promifed  to  give  him  all  the  Kingdoms 
of  this  World,  if  Jefus  would  fall  down  and  woifhip  him. 

J3  Qa  How  was  this  Temptation  vanquifhed  ? 

A.  By  declaring  that  God  only  was  to  be  worfhipped. 
Dent,  vi  13.  and  x.  20. 

H  Qa  Whence  did  Jefus  derive  his  Anfwer  to  thefd 
feveral  Temptations? 

A*.  From  feveral  Texts  of  Scripture  which  he  cited  up. 
on  this  Occafion,  and  all  out  of  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy « 

*5  Qw  vyhat  Token  of  Honour  from  Heaven  did 
Chrifl  receive  in  the  Wildernefs  ? 

A.  When  the  Devil  was  diiappointed  and  vanquifhed, 

and  forfook  him,  the  Angels  of  God  came  and  miniftered 
unto  him. 


oect.  I.  Jesus  Christ’/  Appearance  with  the  C ha- 

rad!  ers  of  the  Me s  s  1  a'h . 

*6  Q-'TTl  are  come  riOW  t0  public  Life  and 
v  v  Miniflry  of  Jefus  Chrifl :  Let  us  hear  what 
were  the  chief  Parts  or  Defigns  of  it  ? 

A.  The  firfl  Defign  of  IPs  public  Life  and  Miniflry 
was,  to  appear  in  the  World  with  the  Marks  of  a  divine 
Commiffion,  and  the  Chara&ers  of  the  Meffiah  upon  him. 

x7  Qi  Flow  did  Jefus  fulfil  this  firfl  Defign  of  his  pub¬ 
lic  Life  and  Miniflry  ? 

A.-  He  healed  the  Sick,  he  raifed  the  Dead,  he  preach¬ 
ed  the  glad  Tidings  of  Salvation  to  the  Poor,  he  fet  a- 
bcut  the  Reformation  of  the  World,  and  all  this  without 
Noife  or  Uproar;  and  he  received  feveral  Teflimonies 
from  Heaven.  See  thefe  Characters  of  the  Meffiah  fore* 
told  by  the  Prophets,  If  a,  xxxv  4,  5.  and  Ixi.  1,  2.  and 
^lii.  2,  Mai.  iii.  1,  2,  3.  and  exemplefied  in  Chrifl, 
Matt .  xi.  3 — 5.  and  chap.  v.  17 — 20.  and  xii.  ig. 

18  But  did  not  Chrifl  preach  up  his  own  Charafler 
'as  the  Meffiah,  or  anointed  Saviour  ? 


A.  Though 
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A.  Though  he  fevenl  Times  preached  that  he  was 
fent  from  God ;  yet  he  very  feldom  declared  plainly  that 
lie  was  the  Mefliah  ;  and  even  forbid  the  Men  that  knew 
it  to  publilh  it  a;  that  Time,  nor  would  he  iufter  the 
Devils  to  declare  it,  Matt  xvi.  20.  Mark  i.  34. 

39  Q.  Why  did  our  Saviour  fo  long  abiiain  from  de¬ 
claring  that  he  was  the  Meffiah  who  fhould  come  into  the 
World  f 

A.  Partly  that  Men  might  learn  his  Office  and  Charac¬ 
ter  in  a  rational  Way,  and  infer,  that  he  was  the  Meffiah 
by  liis  Doctrine  and  his  Works  ;  and  partly  that  he  might 
not  expofe  himfelf  to  the  Rage  of  his  Enemies,  and  to 
Death  before  his  Time,  Luke  vii.  19 — 23. 

20  Q.  What  were  feme  of  the  Teflimonies  which 
Chriti  received  from  Heaven  in  his  Life  ? 

A.  Voices  from  Heaven  at  feveral  Times ;  once  at  his 
Baprifm,  which  was  mentioned  before  ;  once  among  the 
People,  in  anfwer  to  his  Prayer  ;  and  once  on  the  Mount 
of  Transfiguration,  when  Mofes  and  Enas  came  from 
Heaven  to  attend  him. 

21  What  was  that  Voice  which  came  in  Anfwer  to 
his  Prayer  ? 

A.  When  Chrift  prayed  in  public  that  God  his  Father 
would  glorify  his  Name  ;  there  was  an  Anfwer  came 
from  Heaven,  1  have  glorified  it,  and  will  glorify  it 
gain ,  Johnxii.  28. 

22  Q.  What  was  the  Transfiguration  ? 

A.  Jefus  went  up  into  a  high  Mountain  with  three  of 
his  Difciples,  his  Countenance  was  changed  all  glorious, 
and  his  Raiment  filming  like  Sun  beams  ;  Mofes  and 
Elias  appeared  and  ccnverfed  with  him,  and  from  a 
bright  Cloud  broke  forth  a  V  nice.  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  hear  him,  Matt,  xvii.  1 — 5. 

Sect.  II.  Of  the  Suhjetts  of  his  Preaching,  his 
Parables,  and  his  Disputes. 

53  Ql  l\s  THAT  was  the  fecond  Part  and  Defign  of 
V  V  his  public  Life  and  Minillry  ? 

A.  To  preach  and  teach  many  necefiary  Truths  and 
Duties  to  the  People,  Mark  i.  38.  Ifaiah  lxi,  1.  Luke  iv. 

J  24  In 
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24  Qi,  L*  what  Manner  did  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilfc 
preach  to  the  World,  and  teach  Mankind  ? 

A.  He  fpake  feveral  Things  to  them  in  public  Sermons 
or  Difcourfcs,  others  in  free  Converfation  or  Difpute : 
Sometimes  he  fpake  in  plain  Language,  at  other  Times 
by  way  of  Parable  or  Similitude,  Matt .  v.  2,  3,  &c.  and' 
chap.  xiii.  3. 

25  What  were  fome  of  the  chief  Subjects  of  our 
Saviour’s  public  Preaching  ? 

A.  rI  hefe  that  follow,  namely, 

.i-  He  explained  the  Law  of  God  in  its  full  Latitude, 
as  it  reaches  the  Thoughts,  as  well  as  Words  and  A&ions, 
and  refcued  it  from  the  grievous  Corruptions,  the  falfe 
GlolTes  and  Mihakes  of  the  jewifh  Teachers :  and  by 
this  Means  he  convinces  his  Hearers  of  Sin,  and  fhewed 
them  the  Need  of  a  Saviour,  Matt .  v.  6,  7.  chap.  ix.  12, 

l3* 

2.  He  taught  them  the  Vanity  of  depending  upon  any 
outward  Privileges,  as  bsing  the  Children  of  Abraham  ; 
he  fhewed  them  the  Danger  of  putting  Ceremonies  and 
Forms  of  any  Kind  in  the  Room  of  real  and  pradical 
Godlinefs  ;  he  feverely  reproved  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 
fees  on  this  Account  ,*  and  allured  Men  there  was  no  Sal¬ 
vation  for  them,  no  Entrance  into  Heaven,  without  be¬ 
ing  born  again ,  or  becoming  new  Creatures.  See  John 
iii.  3 — 8.  chap.  viii.  33 — 41.  Matt.  vii.  24.  chap,  viii, 
12.  and  xxiii.  13 — 33. 

He  corrected  feveral  finful  Cukoms  and  Pra&ices, 
with  other  foolilh  Traditions  among  the  People ;  and  re¬ 
proved  the  Teachers  of  the  Law  for  mingling  their  Tra¬ 
ditions  and  the  Inventions  of  Men  with  the  pure  Ap¬ 
pointments  of  God,  Mark  vii.  1 — 13.  John  ii.  13 — 17. 
Matt.,  v.  vi,  and  vii. 

4  He  called  the  People  aloud  to  Repentance  of  every 
Sin,  becaufethe  Kingdom  of  the  Gofpel  was  at  Hand. 
See  Matt ,  iv.  17.  Luke  v.  32. 

5.  He  gave  particular  Directions  for  the  Practice  of 
many  Duties,  namely,  fpintual  Wcrlhip,  Prayer,  De¬ 
pendence  upon  God,  hearing  the  Word,  giving  Alms, 
loving  our  Neighbours,  forgiving  our  Enemies,  Cfc. 
Matt,  v,  vi,  vii,  and  xiii. 
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6.  He  preached  the  Gojpel,  or  the  glad  Tidings ■  o* 
pardoning  Grace,  to  Sinners  who  repented  of  their  Sins* 
sind  believed  in  him  ;  he  promifed  the  Afllflance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  afked  it  of  God  ;  he  reprefent- 
ed  himfelfas  fencof  God,  and  invited  all  men  to  come 
to  him,  and  truft  in  him,  that  they  might  be  faveds 
Luke  iv.  1 8,  21,  22.  and  xi.  9 — 13.  Matt.v .  3 — 12. 
vii.  7,  bV.  and  xi.  28.  John  v ,  vi,  vii,  and  viii. 

7.  He  revealed  the  Things  of  the  future  and  invifible 
World,  the  Refurre&ion  and  the  Day  of  Judgment, 
Heaven  and  Hell,  beyond  what  the  World  had  ever 
known  before,  2  Tim.  i.  10.  Matt .  v.  8,  12.  chap, 
xiii,  and  xxv,  be. 

8  He  often  foretold  that  the  Jews  would  rejedt  him 
and  his  Gofpel,  and  fhould  be  terribly  punifhed  for  it ; 
and  he  declared  that  the  Gentiles  would  receive  his  Gof¬ 
pel  ;  and  faid  many  Things  to  prepare  the  way  of  the 
Gentiles  into  the  Church  or  Kingdom  of  the  Meffiah, 
becaufe  the  Jews  had  fuch  violent  Prejudices  againft  their 
Admiflion  into  it,  Matt .  viii.  \2.  and  xx,  xxi.  Luke 
xv.  Matt,  xx,  40.  41.  and  xxiii.  38. 

9.  He  feveral  Times  foretold  his  own  Death,  his  Re- 
furrettion,  and  his  future  Glory,  and  his  coming  to  nrife 
the  Dead,  and  to  judge  the  World,  Matt,  xxi,  xxivv 
and  xxv.  John  v.  27 — 29.  xii.  23—34.  Matt,  xiu 
40. 

2 6  Q^Did  Jcfus  Chrifl  foretel  all  thefe  Things  plain¬ 
ly  and  openly  ? 

A.  What  he  fpake  by  Way  of  Prophecy,  in  private  to 
his  Difciples,  he  fpake  plainly  ;  but  what  he  fpake  of 
this  kind  in  public  to  the  Multitude,  was  often  (though 
not  always)  delivered  in  Parables  and  Similitudes,  Mark 
iv,  11,  32,  34.  Matt.  xx.  18 — 28. 

27  But  did  not  Chrifl  teach  the  great  and  glorious 
Doctrine  of  his  own  Death  as  a  Sacrifice  or  Ranfom  for 
finful  Men,  in  the  Courfc  of  his  public  Miniflry  ? 

A.  He  taught  this  privately  to  his  Difciples,  to  whom 
he  fpoke  more  freely  of  his  Death  and  Refurre&ion  to¬ 
ward  the  end  of  his  Life,  Matt.  xvi.  16 — 22.  But  25 
for  wife  Reafons  he  did  not  preach  publicly  and  plainly 
to  the  People  of  his  own  Death  or  his  Refurre&icm  f°  l'*e 
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fcarce  ever  preached  in  public  and  in  plain  Language 
th°^  great  Do&rines  of  Chriftianity  that  depend  upon 
his  Death  or  his  Refurre&ion  :  Thefe  Things  were  wife- 

y  refer ved  for  the  Miniftry  of  his  Apoftles,  after  he  was 
actually  oead  and  rifen,  and  afcended  to  Heaven,  and  had 
poured  out  on  them  the  promifed  Spirit,  Matt.  x.  27. 
and  L&A?  xxiv.  45 — 49.  ’  '  '* 

28  Q.  What  were  lome  of  the  moft  remarkable  arnom? 
the  Parables  of  J  t  fus  Chrift  ? 

A.  T.  he  Parable  of  the  Soever  and  the  Seed  ;  Of  the 
Tarts  in  the  field  ;  Of  the  merciiefs  Servant  ;  Of  the 
good  Satnaritan  ;  Of  the  Labourers  in  the  Vineyard  ; 
Of  the  wicked  Hufbandmen  ;  Of  the  ten  Virgins;  Of 
the  Improvement  of  Talents  ;  Of  the  Prodigal  Son  ;  Of 
the  rich  Man  and  Laxarus  the  Beggar. 

S  ^  Parable  of  the  Sower  and  the 

A.  As  the  Seed  that  is  Town,  falling  on  different  Sorts 
of  Ground,  brings  forth  more  or  lefs  Fruit,  or  no  Fruit 
at  all  ;  fo  when  Miniflers  preach  the  GofpeL  the  Word 
becomes  more  or  lefs  fruitful,  or  unfruitful,  according 
to  the  good  or  evil  Hearts  of  the  Hearers,  Matt.  xin. 

I— ■ 23- 

3°  Qa  What  is  the  Parable  of  the  Tares  in  the  Field  ? 

A.  As  the  Enemy  had  fowed  Tares  where  the  Huf, 
bandman  had  fowed  Wheat,  and  they  were  both  fuffered 
to  grow  together  till  the  Harveft,  then  the  Wheat  was 
gathered  into  the  Barn,  and  the  Tares  were 
burnt ;  fo  the  Devil  mingles  his  Children  with  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  God  in  this  World,  bin  at  the  Day  of  Judgment 
they  fhall  befeparated  ;  the  Children  of  the  Devil  fhall 
be  caff  into  a  Furnace  of  Fire,  and  the  Children  of  God 
fhall  fhine  in  the  Kingdom  of  their  Father,  Matt. 
xiii.  24 — 43. 

3  i  What  means  the  Parable  of  the  merciiefs  Ser¬ 
vant  ? 

A.  Though  his  Lord  forgave  him  ten  thou  (and  Ta¬ 
lents,  yet  he  dealt  cruelly  with  his  Fellow- Servant  w  ho 
owed  him  but  an  hundred  Pence,  and  cad:  him  into  Pri- 
fon  till  he  fhould  pay  it.  When  the  Lord  heard  of  it,  he 
reproved  and  imprisoned'  him  till  the  payment  of  his 
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Debt;  and  thus  the  great  God,  who  is  ready  to  forgive 
us  our  innumerable  Sins,  will  deal  with  us;  if  we  for¬ 
give  not  our  Brethren  their  Otiences  agamlt  Uj. 

XVlll.  21- — 35-  .,11  rri  J 

-  2  What  Parable  is  that  which  is  called,  l he  go  d 


Samaritan  f 

A.  When  a  Jew  was  ahufed  and  Gripped,  and  wound¬ 
ed  by  Robbers,  and  left  helplefs,  a  Prieft  and  a  Levite 
pafled  by  and  negle&ed  him,  but  a  Samaritan  took  Care 
of  him,  and  carried  him  to  an  Inn  for  his  Recovery. 
This  Jefus  fpake  to  fhow  that  the  Samaritan  treated  the 
Jew  as  a  Neighbour  ought  to  do,  and  that  no  Differences 
of  Opinion  fhould  hinder  us  from  Aftions  of  common 
Humanity  towards  other  Men,  Luke  x.  30  36. 

33  Qc  What  is  the  Defignof  the  Parable  of  the  La¬ 
bourers  in  the  Vineyard  ? 

A  The  Labourers  who  were  called  at  the  Eleventh 
Hour,  through  the  great  goodnefs  of  the  Mailer,  re¬ 
ceived  the  fame  Reward  as  thofe  who  were  called  in  at  the 
£rft  Hour  ;  e\en  fo  the  Gentiles  fhould  be  called  into  the 
Church  in  the  latter  Days,  and  enjoy  equal  Privileges 
with  the  Jews,  who  had  been  called  many  Ages  before 
them.  Matt.  xx.  1  — 16. 

34  What  is  the  Parable  of  the  wicked  Hufband- 


men  ? 

A.  The  Owner  of  a  Vineyard  let  it  out  to  Hufband- 
men,  and  going  into  a  far  Country,  fir  it  fent  his  Ser¬ 
vants,  and  at  lad  his  Son,  to  receive  the  Fruits;  but 
they  beat  and  flew  both  the  Servants  and  the  Son.  U pon 
which  at  the  return  of  the  Owner,  thefe  Hulbandmen 
weredeftroyed,  and  the  Vineyard  let  out  toothers:  By 
which  our  Saviour  defigned  to  fhew  how'  the  Jews  brought 
no  Fruit  to  God,  notwithftanding  all  their  Advantages ; 
that  they  abufed  his  Prophets,  and  would  flay  his  Son  ; 
that  God  would  turn  them  out  of  his  Church,  and  give 
his  Gofpelto  the  Gentiles,  Matt  xxi.  33 — 43. 

35  What  is  the  Parable  of  the  ten  Virgins  ? 

A  Some  of  thefe  Virgins  were  wife,  and  fome  were 
foolifn  ;  but  they  all  flept  while  the  Bridegroom  tarried, 
and  at  Midnight  when  the  Bridegroom  came  even  the 
wife  were  fomething  unprepare  i,  but  the  foolilh  were 
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ihirt  out  from  the  Wedding :  whence  our  Saviour  draws 
t  US  Advice  ;  W atchye ,  for  ye  know  not  the  Day  or  Hour 
*when  the  Son  of  Man  cometh ,  Matt .  xxv.  1 _ n, 

36  What  is  the  Parable  of  the  Talents  ? 

A.  Thofe  Servants  who  were  entrufted  with  feveral 
1  alents,  and  had  improved  them,  were  rewarded  in 
1  roportton  to  their  Improvement  ;  but  he  who  laid  up 
his  1  alent  m  a  Napkin,  and  made  no  Improvement  of 
it,  was  caft  into,  outer  Darknefs  as  an  unprofitable  Ser- 
vant.  The  plain  defign  of  tliis  Parable,  is  to  fhew  the 
.Necefiity  of  Diligence  in  the  Improvement  of  all  our 
Mercies  and  Advantages,  Matt.  xxv.  14 — 10  Luke 
xix.  12 — 27.  J 

37  What  is  the  Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son  > 

A.  'iheyoungerSonofiFamily  grew  prodigal,  and 
wafted  his  Eftate  m  rioting  abroad,  while  the  elder  Son 
lived  at  Home  and  ferved  his  Father  ;  but  upon  the  re- 
turn  of  the  Prodigal,  and  his  Repentance,  his  Father 
received  him  with  much  Companion  and  Joy  ;  at  which 
his  elder  Brother  was  angry.  So  fhall  the  Mercy  of  God 
befbewn  to  the  Repenting  Gentiles,  when  they  fhall 

•it  u  1  .  SmS  and  retum  t0  God>  though  the  Jews 
will  be  envious  and  quarrel  with  this  conduct  of  Provi- 
dence,  Luke  xv.  n  —  32. 

38  What  is  the  Parable  of  the  rich  Man  and  La- 
xarus  ? 

A.  1  he  rich  Man  who  fpent  his  days  in  Luxury,  and 
was  cruel  to  the  Poor,  died,  and  went  to  Hell ;  but  La- 

%“!  us\  a  ^e££ar»  was  Religious,  and  went  to  Heaven. 

1  he  rich  Man  in  his  Torments  would  fain  have  Lazarus 
lent  to  warn  his  Kindred  of  their  Danger ;  But  Abraham. 
tells  him,  that  if  they  will  not  hear  Mofts  and  the  Pro¬ 
phets,  neither  will  they  be perfuaded  to  leave  their  Sins, 
though  one  rofe  from  the  Dead,  Luke  xvi.  19 — 31. 

39  Q.  How  could  the  Hearers  of  Chrilt  underftand 
thcle  Parables  ? 

A.  There  were  many  of  them  which  they  did  not  un¬ 
derhand  :  But  when  they  were  retired  from  the  Multi¬ 
tude,  Chrift  expounded  the  Parables  to  his  Difciples, 
Mark  iv.  9 — 12,  34. 

Befides  thele  public  Sermons  and  Parabler,  had 
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not  Jefus  Chriil:  fome  Converfation  and  Difputes  with 
feveral  forts  of  Perfons  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  he  had  fome  Difcourfes  with  the  Multitude, 
and  with  his  own  Difciples,  which  would  be  too  long  to 
repeat  ;  and  befides  thefe,  he  had  alfo  fome  Debates  with 
Nicodemus,  with  the  woman  of  Samaria ,  with  the  llero- 
dians,  with  the  Sadducees ,  with  the  Pharifeesy  and 
Doctors  of  the  Law,  with  the  Ruler  of  the  Synagogue ,  and 
Chief  Priefts  and  Elders  of  the  People. 

41  Ql  What  was  his  Difcourfe  with  Nicodemus  ? 

A,  He  taught  Nicodemus ,  who  cane  to  him  by  Night, 
-  that  a  man  mull  be  born  again ;  that  is,  he  mud  have 
his  old  fmful  Nature  renewed  into  Holinefs,  if  he  would, 
fee  the  Kingdom  of  God  :  and  that  God  fent  his  only  begot¬ 
ten  Son  to  fave  as  many  as  would  believe  on  him,  John 
iii.  1 — 21 

4 2  Qi.  What  was  our  Lord’s  Difcourfe  with  the  wo¬ 
man  of  Samaria  ? 

A.  He  told  her  of  her  living  in  the  Sin  of  Fornication  ; 
and  allured  her,  the  Time  was  ju (l  at  Hand  when  God 
would  not  regard  Perfons  ever  the  more  on  Account  of 
the  Places  in  which  they  worfhipped  him,  whether  it 
were  at  the  Temple  of  Jerufalem  or  Samaria  ;  but  on  the 
Account  of  the  ipirituai  worftiip  which  they  paid  him 
from  their  Hearts ;  and  he  let  her  know  plainly  that  he 
was  the  Meffiah,  John  iv.  7 — 26, 

43  Qc  What  difcourfe  had  Chrift  with  the  Herodians  ? 

A.  They  inquired  of  him,  whether  it  was  lawful  to 

give  Tribute  to  Catfar?  that,  if  he  denied  it,  they 
might  accufe  him  to  the  Romans  ;  if  he  afferted  it,  they 
might  render  him  odious  to  the  Jews,  and  particularly 
the  Phaiifees ;  but  Jefus  gave  them  a  very  wife  Anfwer, 
and  avoided  their  Snares,  by  bidding  them  Render  to 
Csefar  the  Things  that  are  Cafar's,  and  unto  God  the 
Things  that  are  God's,  Matt.  xxii.  1  5 — 22. 

44  Qp  Whatdifpute  had  Chri  ft  with  the  Sadducees  ? 

A,  The  Sadducees  thought  to  ridicule  him  about  the 

Do&rine  of  the  Refurrettion,  by  inquiring.  To  which 
of  her  feven  Hufbands  a  Wife  would  belong  in  that  Day  ? 
But  as  he  proved  the  Refurredion  to  them  from  the  Law 
ofMofes,  fo  he  allured  them  that  there  was  no  fu:h  Rela- 
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tion  as  marriage  in  that  State,  Matt.  23—33. 

45  What  Difputesdid  oar  Saviour  hold  with  the 
Pharifees  and  the  Scribes,  and  the  Teachers  of  the  Law  ? 

A,  He  had  many  difpates  with  them  about  their  ex- 
cefiive  Fondnefs  for  Ceremonies  and  Traditions,  where¬ 
in  he  fhewed  that  they  made  void  the  Law  of  God  by 
their  own  invented  Traditions  ;  and  that  the  Duties  of 
Morality,  Righteoufiiefs,  and  Goodnefs,  were  more  va¬ 
luable  even  than  the  Ceremonies  of  God’s  own  Appoint¬ 
ment,  and  are  to  be  preferred  where  they  may  happen  to 
interfere  :  For  God  will  have  M ercy,  and  not  Sacrifice , 
Matt.  xv.  1—20.  chap  xxiii.  and  xii.  1—7. 

46  What  was  his  Debate  with  the  Ruler  of  the  Sy¬ 
nagogue  and  other  Jews  ? 

A,  About  his  healing  difeafed  per  Tons  on  the  Sabbath 
day,  at  which  they  cavilled  ;  but  he  proved  to  them, 
that  it  was  a  very  lawful  thing,  even  from  the  Care  that 
God  took  of  Cattle  on  the  Sabbath-day  in  the  Law  of 
Mofes,  Luke  xiii.  14 — 17. 

47  £L  What  Controverfy  hid  Chrift  with  the  Chief- 
Priefts  and  Elders  of  the  People  ? 

A.  About  his  own  Authority  for  Preaching,  wherein 
he  iilenced  them,  by  inquiring  of  them,  what  Authority 
had  John  the  Bsptift  ?  whom  ail  the  People  had  efleemed 
as  a  Prophet,  Matt.  xxi.  23 — -27, 

Sect.  III.  The  Miracles  of  Christ. 

np  hus  we  have  finilhed  the  two  firft  Deligm 
^  ^  JL  of  the  Public  Life  and  MiniHry  of  Chrift, 

“namely,  his  appearing  with  the  Chara&er  of  tht  MelTiah 
upon  him,  and  his  teaching  the  People.  What  is  the 
third  cqnfiderable  Defign  of  his  public  Life  and  Miniilry  \ 

A.  rFo  work  Miracles  for  the  Confirmation  of  his  Doc¬ 
trine,  and  for  the  Proof  of  his  being  fent  from  God  to  be 
the  Saviour  of  the  World. 

49^.  What  were  fo me  of  the  chief  of  the  Miracles 
which  our  Saviour  wrought  for  this  Purpofe  ? 

A.  Tfeefe  that  follow. 

He  turned  fix  Vcflils  full  of  Water  into  excellent 
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2,  He  fed  five  thoufand  Perfons  once  with  five  Loaves 
and  two  fmall  Fifties;  and  again,  he  fed  four  thoufand 
with  feven  Loaves,  and  at  both  Times  there  were  feverai 
Bafkets  of  Fragments,  Matt.  xiv.  and  xv. 

3.  He  gave  Sight  to  the  Blind,  Hearing  to  the  Deaf,. 
Speech  to  the  Dumb,  Strength  and  Vigour  to  lame  and 
withered  Limbs,  Mark  viii.  'John  ix.  Mark  vii.  Matt . 
XX.  John  v. 

4  He  healed  the  Leprofy,  the  Fever,  the  Palfy,  the 
Dropfyand  other  Diftempers,  by  a  word  of  Command, 
Matt,  viii.  and  ix  Mark  i  Lukex.iv. 

5.  He  walked  on  the  Water  and  fupprefted  a  ftorm  at 
Sea  by  a  reproof  given  to  the  Seas  and  Winds,  Matt.  xiv. 
25.  and  viii.  29. 

6.  He  delivered  feverai  Perfons  from  the  Pofteftion  of 
the  Devil,  by  rebuking  the  evil  Spirits  and  commanding 
them  to  depart,  Luke  iv.  Matt.  viii.  Mark  i. 

7.  He  railed  a  few  Perfons  from  the  Dead,  namely, 
the  Ruler’s  Daughter  in  the  Chamber,  the  Widow’s  Son 
in  the  Street,  as  he  was  carried  to  his  Burial,  and  Laza¬ 
rus  was  called  out  of  his  Grave  when  he  had  been  dead 
four  Days,  Mark  ix.  Luke  vii.  Johnx i. 

•  50  What  is  there  remarkable  in  thefe  Miracles  of 
our  Saviour  ? 

A,  Thefe  four  Things. 

1.  That  almoft  every  wondrous  Work  performed  by 
Chrifl  was  a  work  of  Love  and  Goodnefs,  whereas  many 
of  the  Wenders  of  Mofes  were  Works  of  Deftru&ion. 

2  His  Miracles  were  very  numerous,  fo  that  Mankind 
cculd  not  be  miftakenin  all  of  them,  though  they  fhould 
object  againft  fome, 

3.  They  were  wrought  in  many  Places  of  the  Je  vifti 
Nation,  and  feverai  of  them  before  the  Eyes  of  the  Mul¬ 
titude,  who  could  atteft  them. 

4.  They  were  fitch  Miracles  as  were  foretold  fhould 
be  wrought  in  the  Days  of  the  Mefiiah ;  and  therefore 
he  continually  appeals  to  his  miraculous  Works  for  a 
Teftimony  of  his  Commiftion  from  God,  John  x.  37, 
38.  chap,  xv,  24.  and  xiv.  11. 
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Sect.  IV,  Ihe  Example  of  Christ. 

5  i  0  f  ET  US  Proceec^  now  an(i  inquire.  What 
^  ^  JL..J  was  the  fourth  Thing  defined  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  Life  and  Miniftry  of  Chrift  ? 

A.  To  give  an  Example  to  the  World  of  univerfal 
Holinefs  and  Goodnefs,  John  xiii.  15.  1  Cor,  xi.  1.— 
Rom.  xv.  5. 

5  2  What  are  fome  of  the  more  remarkable  Vir¬ 
tues,  Graces  or  Duties,  wherein  Chrift  appears  to  be  our 
Example  ? 

A.  1.  He  fought  the  public  glory  of  God  with  the 
warmeft  Zeal,  and  vindicated  the  Honour  of  his  Father’s 
Appointment  againftthe  Corruptions  of  Men,  John  viii. 
50.  chap ,  xvii.  4.  and  ii.  16,  17.  Matt .  xxiii. 

2.  He  was  ftridlly  obfervant  of  all  the  Commands  of 
God,  even  the  Ceremonial  as  well  as  the  Moral :  He  ob- 
ferved  the  Sabbath,  he  came  up  to  the  Feaft  at  Jerufalem, 
he  delired  to  be  baptized ;  he  came  to  fulfil  the  Law  of 
God,  and  made  it  his  Meat  and  his  Drink,  Matt .  iii. 
and  v.  17.  John  xiv.  31.  chap.  iv.  34.  and  vii.  10. 

3.  He  was  frequent  and  fervent  in  leligious  Exercifes, 
Prayer  and  Praife,  Luke  vi.  12,  and  xi.  1,  2.  Matt .  xiv. 
23.  and  xi.  25. 

4.  He  was  eminent  for  Heavenly  mindednefs,  Self- 
denial,  as  to  the  Comforts  of  this  Life,  and  Truft  in 
God  for  his  daily  Bread  :  He  was  1  o  poor  that  the  good 
Women  miniftered  to  him  out  of  their  Subftance,  and  he 
had  not  where  to  lay  his  Head,  Luke  ix.  58,  and  viii.  3. 

5.  He  bore  the  Sorrows  from  the  Hand  of  God  with 
the  Higheft  Submifiion,  and  the  vileft  injuries  from  Men 
with  perfedl  Patience  and  Meeknefs ;  not  returning  Rail¬ 
ing  for  Railing,  but  blefiing  thofe  that  perfecuted  him, 

I  Pet.  ii.  21 — 23.  Matt.  xi.  29.  Luke  xxii.  42.  and 
xxiii.  34. 

6.  He  gave  the  moft  glorious  Inftances  of  Good-will 
to  Men,  Compafiion  to  the  Miserable,  and  Love  to 
Friends,  to  Strangers,  and  to  Enemies.  He  often  had 
Pity  on  the  Multitudes  that  followed,  him ;  he  travelled 
about,  and  took  all  Gccafions  to  do  Good  to  the  Bodies 
and  the  Souls  of  Men ;  to  their  Bodies,  by  his  heading 

and 
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and  feeding  them ;  and  to  their  Souls,  by  his  Preaching 
and  Conversion ;  and  at  laft  he  laid  down  his  Life  for 
Sinners,  A8t  x.  38.  Matt.  ix.  36.  and  xiv.  14.  johi 

xv.  13.  Rom.  v.  6,8,  10.  .  TT 

7.  He  was  obedient  to  his  Parents,  paying  them  Ho¬ 
nour,  and  obedient  to  Magiftrates,  paying  Tax  and 

Tribute,  Luke  ii.  51*  Matt.  xvii.  24. 

8.  He  was  humble  and  familiar  witn  the  Poor,  and 
even  with  Publicans  and  Sinners  for  their  Good,.  Matt . 
xi.  29.  and  ix.  11.  He  walhed  the  Feet  of  his  own 
Difciples,  John  xiii.  14. 

9.  He  was  ftedfaft  in  refilling  the  Temptations  of  tnc 
Devil,  and  oppoling  the  Iniquities  of  Men,  Matt,  xiv. 

1 — 11,  Heb.  ii.  18.  and  xii.  i.  2.  Matt,  xxiii.  John 
ii.  13,  &c. 

10.  He  was  prudent  and  watchful  againft  the  Snares  of 
his  Enemies,  and  careful  to  give  them  no  juft  Occasions 
againft  him :  This  appears  in  the  Wildom  of  his.  Dif- 
courfes,  and  his  daily  Conduct,  John  yii.  1,  and  xi.  54. 
Matt,  xvii.  27. 

Sect.  V.  His  calling  the  Apostles,  and  injlrutting 

them, 

T  T  THAT  was  the  fifth  Part  of  the  Bufinefs 
53  \  V  and  Defign  of  his  public  Miniftry  ? 

A.  To  call  his  Apollles  and  inftrutt  them  in  their  great 
Commiftion  of  Preaching  the  Gofpel. 

54  How  many  Preachers  did  our  Saviour  fend 
forth  ? 

A.  He  firft  fent  twelve,  who  were  called  Apojlles, 
whom  he  defigned  to  make  his  chief  Minifters  ;  and  he 
afterwards  lent  feventy  through  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  on 
the  fame  Errand  of  preaching  the  Gofpel,  Matt.x.  1. 
Luke  vi,  1 3.  and  x.  I. 

55  Q-  What  was  the  Commiftion  that  Chrift  gave 
them  all  ? 

A.  To  preach  the  Gofpel,  to  heal  the  Sick,  and  to 
call  out  Devils,  Matt,  x,  1 — 8.  Luke  x,  9,  17. 

56  Q.  What  were  the  Names  of  the  twelve  Apoftles  t 
A,  Simon  Petciy  and  Andrew  his  Brother,  who  were 

Fifticrmen; 
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Fiihermen ;  James  and  John ,  the  Sons  of  Zebedee .  who 
were  ffifo  Ei  filers ;  Philip  and  Bartholomew*  y  Thomas 
and  Matthew ,  the  Publican,  who  is  alfo  called  Lew  • 
James  the  ^on  of  Alpheus ,  who  is  called  the  Lord’s  Bro¬ 
ther ;  and  Jude  the  Brother  of  James,  who  is  alio  called 
Lebbeus  and  'Lhaddeus ;  Simon  the  Canaanite,  who  is 
called  Ze/otes f  y  and  Judas  Ifcariot,  who  afterward  be¬ 
trayed  his  Mailer,  Matt .  x.  2 — 4,  Luke  vi.  14. — 16—~ 
Gal,  i.  19. 

*  Some  fuppofe  Bartholomew  to  be  the  fame  with  Natha¬ 
nael, 

f  Simon  was  not  a  Canaanite  by  Nation,  for  the  Apohles 

were  all  Jews  :  Some  therefore  think  it  is  only  the 

Hebrew  or  Syriac  Word  Cana,  which  figmfies  a 

Zealot,  with  a  Greek  Termination  added. 

57  Qw  Had  thefe  Mefiengers  of  Chrilf,  Snccefs  in  their 
Work  ? 

A.  Yes,  they  had  fome  Succefs;  for  the  feventy  re¬ 
turned  with  Joy,  faying,  Lord ,  even  the  Devils  are  fub - 
jed  unto  us  through  thy  Name,  Luke  x.  17. 

58  Q.  How  did  he  train  up  his  twelve  ApolUes  for 
their  future  Service  ? 

A.  They  were  very  frequently  attending  upon  him, 
and  dwelt  much  with  him,  before  and  after  their  firk 
Million  abroad  ;  fo  that  they  enjoyed  his  private  Inkruc  * 
tions,  his  Prayers,  and  his  Example  continually.  Matt t 
X,  27.  Luke  xi.  1.  Mark  iv.  34. 

59  Q.  What  peculiar  Inltrudlions  did  he  give  his  A- 
po  files  ? 

A-  1.  He  explained  the  Parables  to  them  at  Home, 
which  he  fpake  to  the  People  and  acquainted  them  in  pri¬ 
vate  what  they  Ihould  preach  in  public.  Matt.  x.  27. 
Mark  iv.  34. 

2.  He  foretold  they  mud  expeft  Difficulties  and  Per¬ 
fections,  but  he  promifed  the  Aids  of  his  Spirit,  and 
his  own  Prefence  with  them,  and  a  large  Reward  in  Hea¬ 
ven,  Matt.  x.  16 — 33.  and  xxviii.  20, 

3.  He  charged  them  to  love  all  Men,  and  particularly 
to  love  one  an  other ;  and  not  to  affeft  Domini  an  and  Au¬ 
thority  over  one  another,  fo  particularly,  as  if  he  de¬ 
fig  red 
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figned  to  preclude  the  Popifh  Error  of  St..  Peter  being 

made  the  Prince  of  the  Apoftles,  John  xiii.  34,  35.— 

Mark  xx.  25.  . 

4..  If  any  Houfe  welcomed  and  received  them,  they 

were  ordered  to  pronounce  the  Blefling  of  Peace  upon 
that  Houfe  :  but  when  any  Town  refufed  to  receive  their 
MefTage,  they  were  commanded  to  fhakc  off  the  Dull  of 
their  Feet  as  a  Teftimony  againft  tnem.  Matt.  x.  1 1,  15. 
Luke  x.  54,  55* 

5.  He  told  them  that  he  was  the  Meffiah,  and  that  he 
came  to  give  his  Life  a  Ranfom  for  Men,  that  he  fhould 
be  crucified  and  put  to  Death  at  Jerusalem,  and  that  he 
fhould  rife  again  the  third  Day,  Matt.  xvi.  16—22.  and 
xx  28. 

6.  He  prayed  with  them  often,  and  taught  them  how 
to  pray  both  "in  their  younger  and  their  more  advanced 
State  of  Knowledge,  Luke  xi.  r,  John  xvi,  23,  24. 

7.  He  gave  them  many  admirable  Difcourfes  before 
his  Death,  he  foretold  the  Deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem,  and 
indulged  their  Prefence  with  him  in  his  mod  excellent 
Prayer  to  God  juft  before  his  Sufferings.  See  Matt,  xxiv* 
John  xiv,  xv,  xvi,  and  xvii. 

8.  He  ordered  them  after  his  Death  to  tarry  at  Jerufa- 
lem  till  they  fhould  receive  the  promifed  Spirit  to  fit 
them  for  their  further  Service,  Luke  xxiv.  49. 

60  Were  there  any  of  thefe  Apoftles  that  teemed  to 
be  his  Favourites  ? 

A.  If  there  were  any,  they  were  Peter ,  James  and 
John ,  for  they  were  admitted  to  be  prefent  in  the  Room 
when  he  raifed  the  Ruler’s  Daughter  ;  and  in  the  holy 
Mount  when  he  was  transfigured;  and  in  the  Garden, 
when  he  fuftained  his  Agony  :  beiides,  thit  John  was 
called  the  beloved  Difciple,  and  leaned  on  Jefus’s  Bofom 
at  the  holy  Supper,  Mark  v.  37,  38.  Matt.  xvii.  1. 
and  xxvi,  37.  John  xiii.  33. 

Sect.  VI.  His  Appointment  or  Injiitution  of  the  H-wo 

Sacraments, 


H  A  T  is  the  laft  Part  of  the  public  Mi- 
niftry  of  Chrift  ? 

A.  His 
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A,  His  Appointment  of  the  two  fenfible  Ordinances, 
wuch  are  called  Sacraments,  namely.  Baptism  and 
the  Lord’s  Supper. 

62  Cf-  When  did  he  appoint  Baptifm  ? 

■R  Ar:rh  1r^P,pofed,ti,al:  ,he  confirmed  and  praflifed  the 
Bapaim  of  Jthn  m  his  Life  time,  that  is,  the  Baptifm 

of  Repentance  for  the  Remiflion  of  Sins ;  but  doubtlefs 
with  this  conftant  Requirement,  that  they  fhouid  believe 
on  him  as  a  Prophet  fent  from  God.  See  Matt.  iii.  1 1 . 
Acts  xix.  4.  Matt.  iv.  17,  John  iv.  1. 

It  may  j uft ly  be  doubted,  whether  our  Saviour  always 
from  the  Beginning  required  the  Belief  and  Profeftion 
of  him  to  be  the  Meffiah,  as  a  neceftkry  Thing  in  or¬ 
der  to  become  one  of  his  Difciples,  and  to  receive  hi3 
Baptifm,  in  thofe  early  Days  ;  fince  he  ftudioufly  a- 
vmded  the  Preaching  up  his  own  Charafter  as  the  Mef- 
fiah,  and  concealed  it  from  the  public  Notice,  Matt, 
xvi.  20.  But  afcer  his  Refurre&ion,  and  new  infti- 
tuted  form  of  Baptifm,  none  were  to  be  baptized  but 
thofe  who  profefled  Jefus  to  be  the  Chrift,  or  the  Mef¬ 
fiah. 

63  Did  he  make  any  Alteration  in  the  Form  of 
Baptifm  afterwards  ? 

A.  After  his  Reftirre£iion,  juft  before  his  Afcenfion 
to  Heaven,  he  bid  his  Difciples,  Go  teach  all  Nations , 
baptizing  them  in  the  Name  of  the  Father ,  and  of  the  Son, 
sind of  the  Holy  Ghof,  Matt,  xxviii.  19. 

64  Q.  When  did  he  appoint  the  Lord’s  Supper  ? 

A.  The  fame  Night  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  which 
was  juft  after  theFeaft  of  the  Pafs-over,  and  a  few  hours 
before  his  Death,  1  Cor.  xi.  23. 

65  How  did  Chrift  appoint  this  Ordinance  to  be 
performed  ? 

A.  Jefus  took  Bread,  and  blefted  it,  and  brake  it, 
and  gave  it  to  the  Difciples,  and  faid.  Take ,  eat ,  this  is 
my  Body  '-which  is  broken  for  you  :  And  he  took  the  Cup, 
and  gave  Thanks,  and  gave  it  to  them,  faying,  Drink 
ye  all  of  it,  for  this  is  my  Blood  of  the  New  Ted  ament 
which  is  fhed  for  many  for  the  Remijfion  of  Sins  /  then  he 
faid.  This  do  in  Remembrance  of  me  ,*  and  afterwards  he 
iung  an  Hymn,  Matt.  xxvi.  26.  1  Cer.  xi,  24. 

66  Do 


/ 
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66  Do  thefe  Ordinances  of  the  Gofpel  come  in 
the  Room  of  any  of  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Jewilh  Law  ? 

A.  It  has  been  generally  fuppofed  that  Baptifm  comes 
in  the  Room  of  Circumcifion,  and  the  Lord’s  Supper  in 
the  Room  of  the  Pafs-over  :  But  the  Proof  of  this  does 
not  belong  to  this  Place. 

67  Q,  How  long  is  the  Ordinance  of  Baptifm  to  con¬ 
tinue  ? 

A.  Till  the  End  of  the  World  ?  for  our  Saviour  upon 
giving  his  Apohles  and  Minifters  CommilTion  to  teach 
and  Baptize,  promifes  to  be  with  them  to  the  End  of  the 
World ,  Matt,  xxviii.  20, 

68  How  long  is  the  Ordinance  of  the  Supper  to 
continue  r 

A.  He  not  only  bid  them  do  this  in  Remembrance  of 
him,  but  St.  Paul  faith.  Hereby  ye  jhen.v  forth  the  Lord's 
Death  till  he  come  ;  that  is,  till  Chrift  come  to  judge  the 
World,  1  Cor.  xi.  24,  25,  26. 

Sed.  VII.  Remarkable  Occurrences////^  Life 

of  Christ. 

69  Q;  T I  7  ^  ^  T  other  remarkable  Occurrences  are 
V  V  recorded  in  the  Life  of  Chrifl,  befides 
thofe  that  have  been  mentioned  ? 

A.  Thefe  that  follow,  namely, 

1.  When  Jefus  Chrift  healed  the  Servant  of  the  Centu¬ 
rion  at  Capernaum,  he  only  fent  a  meffage  of  healing  by 
his  Matter,  without  going  near  him  himfelf,  to  fhew  that 
lie  had  power  over  Difeafes  at  a  Dittance,  and  could 
command  them  to  depart,  Matt.vYn.  5—13. 

2.  When  he  caft  many  Devils  out  of  the  Man  of  Cada- 
ra ,  who  lived  among  the  Tombs,  the  Devils  afked 
Leave  to  enter  into  a  Herd  of  Swine  ;  and  when  Jefus 
permitted  them,  they  drove  the  Herd  of  Swine  down  a 
Beep  Place  into  the  Sea,  and  downed  them  :  upon  which 
the  People  defired  Chritt  to  depart  out  of  their  Coatts, 
Mark  v.  1  — 17. 

3.  When  Jefus  healed  the  Man  of  the  Palfy  at  NaXa* 

reth.  his  own  City,  he  forgave  his  Sins,  and  then  cured 
his  Diltemper,  as  a  Proof  of  his  Power  to  forgive  Sin, 
Matt,  ix,  i—L  4  When 
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4-  When  the  Woman  came  to  be  cured  of  her  Bleed¬ 
ing,  with  a  ftrong  Belief  of  his  Power  and  Mercy,  lhe 
only  touched  the  Hem  of  his  Garment,  and  Jefus  pro¬ 
nounced  that  her  Faith  had  ?nade  her  whole,  Pvlatt.  ix, 
20 - 22. 

5.  He  went  through  a  Corn-Field  with  his  Difciples 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  defended  them  in  their  plucking  of 
Ears  of  Corn,  and  rubbing,  and  eating,  from  the  A.ccu- 
fation  of  the  Pharifees,  who  pretended  this  was  a  Breach 
of  the  Sabbath,  Matt,  x ii.  1—8. 

6.  When  the  jews  demanded  a  Sign  ofhim,  he  refufed 
to  give  them  any  but  the  Sign  of  the  Prophet  Jonah ,  that 
as  Jonah  was  three  Days  and  Nights  in  the  Whale's  Belly, 
fo  the  Son  of  Man  Jbould  be  three  Days  and  Nights  in  the 

Grave,  Matt.  xii.  38—40 

7.  When  he  was  told  that  his  Mother  and  his  Brethren 
flood  without,  and  wanted  to  fpeak  with  him,  he  took 
Occaflon  to  fay,  that  whofoever  foould  do  the  Will  of  his 
Father ,  were  indeed  his  neareft  Relations,  his  Brother > 
his  Sifier,  and  his  Mother ,  Matt.  xii.  46 — 50. 

8.  Though  he  wrought  many  Miracles  in  his  Life,  yet 
he  wrought  but  few  of  them  in  his  own  Country,  becaufe 
they  defpifed  him  as  the  Son  of  a  Carpenter,  and  would 
mot  believe  in  him.  Matt.  xiii.  54—58. 

9.  When  }efus  walked  upcn  the  Water  towards  his 
.Difciples  in  a  Storm,  he  called  Peter  cut  of  the  Ship  to 
walk  upon  the  Water  too,  and  reproved  him  for  his 
Fearfulnefs  and  Unbelief  when  he  •  began  to  fink.  Matt . 
xiv.  24 — 32. 

10 .  He  commended  Peter  for  his  Confefiion  ofhim  as 
the  Son  of  the  living  God,  and  promifei  to  build  his 
Church  upon  this  Rock,  this  Confeluon  of  Peter  :  But 
prcfently  after,  he  told  his  Difciples  of  his  Sufferings  and 
Death,  and  reproved  Peter  fererely  lor  wifhing  that 
Chrift  might  not  fuifer  and  die.  Matt  xvi.  16 — 23. 

11.  When  Tribtr.e  Money  was  required  of  him  at 
Capernaum ,  he  fent  Peter  to  catch  a  Fifh,  and  told  him 
he  lhould  find  Money  in  the  Mouth  of  it,  which  he  did, 
and  paid  it  to  thofe  that  gathered  the  Tax,  Matt.  xvii. 

24—27,  , 
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12.  When  little  Children  were  brought  to  him  that 
he  (hould  touch  them,  his  Difciples  rebuked  thofe  that 
brought  them  :  But  Jefus  took  them  in  his  Arms  and  bleJJ'- 
ed  them ,  and  faid ,  Of  fuch  is  the  Kingdom  of  God,— 
Mark  x.  13 — 16. 

13.  When  a  rich  young  Man  inquired  of  him,  what 
he  Jhould  do  to  obtain  eternal  Life  ?  he  tried  him  by  faying 
Keep  the  Commandments,  or  do  this  and  live  ;  for  the 
Man  that  doth  them  fall  live  by  them  ;  as  Rom .  x.  5.— 
But  when  the  young  Man  was  fo  confident  of  his  own 
PJghteoufnefs,  and  fo  little  fenfible  of  Ms  Imperfeftions 
as  to  reply.  All  thefe  have  I  kept  from  my  Youth  :  What 
do  1  lack  more  ?  Our  Lord  then  put  him  to  a  further 
Trial,  bid  him  fell  what  Eftate  he  had,  give  to  the  Poor, 
and  follow  him  as  one  of  his  Difciples.  At  this,  the 
young  Man  went  away  forr awful,  becaufe  he  had  great 
^ofejfions :  Whence  Jefus  took  Occafion  to  fay.  It  was 
hard  for  a  rich  Man  to  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 
Matt.  xix.  16 — 24. 

14.  When  James  and  John  defired  to  be  made  chief 
in  his  Kingdom,  and  to  fit  on  his  right  Hand,  and  on 
his  left,  Jefus  took  Occafion  to  fupprefs  Ambition 
among#  all  his  Difciples,  and  faid,  Whoever  will  be 
Chief  amongjl  you,  let  him  be  your  Servant  ;  as  the  Son 
of  Man  came  not  to  be  frvedbut  to  ferve ,  and  to  give 
his  Life  a  Ranfom  for  many ,  Matt.  xx.  20 — 28. 

15.  As  he  was  travelling  from  Galilee  to  Jerufalem, 
Samaria  lay  in  his  Way;  and  when  the  Samaritans  would 
not  receive  him,  fome  of  his  Difciples  would  have  called 
for  Fire  from  Heaven  upon  them,  as  Elias  did:  But  he 
feverely  reproved  them,  faying,  they  knew  not  what 
manner  of  Spirit  thy  were  of;  for  the  Son  of  Man  came 
to  fave  Mens  Lives,  and  not  to  defroy  them,  Luke  ix 
5i — 56. 

16.  When  cur  Saviour  was  entertained  at  Bethany 
he  gently  reproved  Martha  for  being  too  much  cumbered 
with  Care  to  entertain  and  fe alt  him,  and  commended 
her  Siller  Mary  who  fat  at  Jefus’s  Feet  and  heard  his 
\v  ords  :  Mary  hath  chofen  that  good  Part  which  fall  not 
be  taken  away  from  her,  Luke  x.  38 — 42. 

17.  When  jefus  railed  Lazarus  from  the  Dead  he  went 
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to  the  Grave  in  company  with  Martha  and  Mary ,  his 
two  Sifters,  and  Several  Jews :  He  bid  them  take  away 
the  Stone  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Cave,  and  prayed  to 
his  Father,  and  then  commanded  Lazarus  to  come  forth, 
who  had  been  dead  four  days ;  and  Lazarus  obeyed  him 
and  came  forth,  John  xi. 

1 8.  The  Jews  ufed  to  travel  on  Foot  from  Place  to 
Place,  yet  when  he  went  up  to  the  laft  Feaft  at  Jerufalem 
he  rode  into  the  City  upon  the  Colt  of  an  Afs,  that  the 
Prophecy  of  Zechariah  might  be  fulfilled,  Zjech.  ix  9. 
And  a  great  Multitude  attended  him,  as  in  Triumph, 
crying,  Hofannah ,  to  the  Son  of  David ;  fo  that  the 
Children  learned  the  Song,  and  repeated  it  in  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  Matt .  xxi.  1 — 6. 

19.  When  he  found  in  the  Temple  thofe  that  fold 
Oxen,  and  Sheep,  and  Doves,  and  the  Changers  of  Mo¬ 
ney,  he  made  a  Scourge  of  fmall  Cords,  and  drove  them 
all  out  of  the  Temple,  and  overthrew  the  Tables  with 
the  Money  on  them ;  and  faid.  It  is  written,  my  Houfe 
Jhall  be  called  the  Houfe  of  Prayer,  hut  ye  have  made  it  a 
Den  of  Thieves.  And  he  went  out  of  the  City,  and 
lodged  that  Night  at  Bethany,  Matt.  xxi.  12,  13,  17. 

20.  When  he  returned  from  Bethany,  the  next  Morn¬ 
ing,  he  curfed  a  Fig  tree  that  had  only  Leaves,  and  no 
Fruit  on  it,  to  fhew  the  Doom  of  fruitlefs  Profeftors  of 
Religion  ;  and  prefently  the  Fig  tree  withered  away  — 
This  is  faid  to  be  the  only  Miracle  of  Deftruftion  that 
Jefus  wrought,  for  all  the  reft:  wefte  Miracles  of  Good- 
nefs.  Matt .  xxi .  1 7 — 20, 

Conclufon  of  this  Chapter • 

70  Q  After  we  have  heard  this  brief  Account  of  the 
Tran  fa  ft  ions  of  the  Life  of  Chrift,  tell  me  what  was  the 
Sum  of  that  Religion  which  Chrift  taught  duiing  his 

Life  ? 

A  It  confided  chiefly  in  theft:  few  Articles. 

1.  He  confirmed  the  Doftrine  of  the  one  true  God, 
and  the  Revelation  of  his  Mind  and  W ill,  to  Men  by 
Mofes  and  the  Prophets, 

2,  He  explained  the  Moral  Law,  and  enforced  the  Ob- 

fervansr 
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fervance  of  it  for  ever  ;  and  fummed  it  up  in  fhort  in 
two  great  Commandments,  namely.  Love  God  with  alt 
your  Hearty  and  love  your  Neighbour  as  your f elf . 

3.  He  continued  the  Obfervar.ee  of  the  Ceremonial 
Law  for  the  prefent,  that  is,  wherefoever  it  did  hot  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  Duties  of  the  Moral  Law  ;  but  where  it 
did  interfere,  he  taught  that  the  Moral  Law  was  always 
to  be  preferred. 

4.  He  required  repentance  for  Sin,  and  Faith  in  him- 
fe  If,  as  the  great  Prophet  who  came  to  reveal  the  grace  of 
God  to  Men,  both  for  the  Pardon  of  Sin,  and  Eternal 
Life. 

5.  He  appointed  the  Profeffion  of  his  Religion  to  be 
made  by  Baptifm,  to  denote  the  wa filing  away  of  our 
Sins,  and  our  being  renewed  to  Holinefs  by  the  Spirit  of 
God. 

6.  Juft  before  his  Sufferings  and  Death,  he  appoint¬ 
ed  the  Feaft  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  as  aconftant  Memori¬ 
al  of  his  dying  for  the  Sins  of  Men,  and  our  partaking 
of  the  Benefits  thereof.  Matt.  xxvi.  17 — 31.  1  Lr,  x. 

16,  17. 

Note,  This  Difpcnfation  during  the  Life  of  Cnrift,  was  a 

Medium  between  the  J e w  1  s h  and  Christian  Dis¬ 
pensations. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

Of  the  Death,  Resurrection,  and 
Ascension  of  Christ. 


Sect.  I. 


Of  his  Sufferings,  Death,  and 
Burial. 


1  '\AT  Jefus  had  inftituted  his  holy  Sup- 

V  V  p?r  where  did  he  go  ? 

A.  He  knew  that  the  Hour  of  his  Sufferings  was  at 
Land,  and  he  went  with  his  Difcipies  into  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  Garden  in  Gethfemane,  where  he  fuftained  great  and 
grievous  Agonic:  and  Sorrows  in  his  Soul,  Matt.  xxvi. 
3S>  59-  R. 
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2  How  did  it  appear  that  his  Anguifh  was  fo  great? 

A.  it  is  written  of  him,  that  he  began  to  be  fore  amaz¬ 
ed  and  very  heavy ,  or  overburdened.  He  told  his  Dif* 
ciples,  that  his  Soul  was  exceeding  forrovofuL.  even  unto 
Death ;  and  under  this  Agony  cr  fharp  Conflict,  his 
Sweat  was  like  great  Drops  of  Blood  falling  down  to  the 
Ground,  Mark  xiv.  33,  34..  Luke  xxii.  44. 

3  What  was  the  Caufe  of  thefe  Sorrows  and  Ago¬ 
nies  ? 

A.  They  could  not  arife  merely  from  the  Fears  of 
Death*  or  being  nailed  to  a  Crofs ;  for  then  he  w  ould 
not  have  been  a  lit  Example  of  Courage  and  Patience  to 
his  Di  ciples  and  Followers,  fome  of  whom  have  differed 
the  fame  Death  of  the  Crofs,  without  fuch  overwhelming 
Terrors  and  Fears  as  C  hr  ill  difcovered  :  It  has  been  ge¬ 
nerally  fuppofed  therefore,  and  with  very  good  Reafon, 
that  thefe  Agonies  of  his  Soul  arofe  from  a  Senfe  of  the 
\nger  of  God  for  the  Sins  of  Men.  fome  way  manifefted 
to  him;  perhaps  alfo  increafed  by  the  Temptations  of 
evil  Angels,  for  it  pleafed  God  to  bruife  him ,  and  make 
his  Soul  an  Offering  for  Sin,  Luke  xxii.  53.  Ifa.  liii  6, 
10,  And  it  is  evident,  the  Powers  of  Darknefs  were  let 
lcofe  upon  him,  Luke  xxii.  ^3.  John  xiv,  30. 

4  What  did  Jefus  do  in  thefe  Agonies  ? 

A.  He  prayed  three  Times  earneftiy,  that ,  if  pcjjible, 
this  Hour  tnight  pafs  from  him  ;  his  innocent  human  Na¬ 
ture  being  afraid  of  fuch  lharp  and  fmarting  Sorrows ; 
yet  he  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  Wifdom  and  Will  of  his 
Father,  Mark  xix.  35,  36, 

5  Qi,  What  Affillance  had  he  to  fupport  him  under 
this  Agony  ? 

A.  There  appeared  an  Angel  from  Heaven,  encourag¬ 
ing  and  ftrengthening  him,  ver.  43. 

6  Where  were  his  Di  lei  pies  at  this  Time  ? 

A.  tie  had  w.thdrawn  to  a  little  Dillance  from  the 
reft  of  his  Difciples ;  but  Peter,  James  and  Jchny  were 
neareft  to  him,  Mark  xiv.  32,  33.  yet  they  could  not 
help  him  ;  and  indeed  they  fell  afteep  part  of  the  Time, 
ver.  37. 

7  Q ^  Was  Judas  the  Traitor  with  the  reft  of  the  Dif* 
ciples  in  the  Garden  ? 
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A.  Judas  had  privately  departed  from  them  juft  after 
the  P  ils  over,  and  having  agreed  with  the  Chief-Prieds 
and  Elders  for  thirty  Pieces  of  Silver,  to  betray  him  into 
the  Hands  of  their  Officers,  he  was  now  at  Hand  with  a 
Band  of  Men,  with  Weapons  and  Torches,  to  accom- 
pliffi  his  Defign  and  betiay  his  Mailer,  Mark  xiv.  43. 
Matt,  xxvi  14 — 16. 

8  How  came  the  Rulers  of  the  Jews  to  be  fo  much 
offended  with  Chrid  as  to  feek  to  defiroy  him  ? 

A.  For  feveral  Reafons,  namely, 

1.  Becaufe  he  being  a  poor  Man  in  1/rael ,  and  the 
fuppofed  Son  of  a  Carpenter,  owned  himfelf  to  be  the 
Meffiah,  whom  they  expelled  to  be  an  earthly  King, 
and  to  deliver  them  from  Subjediion  to  the  Romans. 

2.  Becaufein  his  Sermons,  and  in  his  whole  Conduct, 
he  endeavoured  to  reform  thofe  Corruptions  wffiich  the 
Frieds  and  Teachers,  and  Rulers  of  the  Jewrs,  had 
brought  into  their  Religion. 

3.  He  had  foretold  the  Anger  of  God  againd  them  and 
their  Nation,  in  feme  of  his  Parables  pretty  plainly,  for 
their  great  Sins,  and  for  their  Rejedlion  of  his  Miniilry. 

4.  They  envied  him,  becaufe  many  of  the  People  fol¬ 
io  v/ed  him. 

9  How  did  Judas  give  Notice  to  the  Officers 
which  was  Jefus  ? 

A.  He  gave  them  a  Sign  that  he  would  kifs  him  ;  and 
accordingly,  when  he  came  to  him,  he  faid.  Hail , 
IsHafer  /  and kijj'ed  him,  Matt.  xxvi.  48,  49. 

10  Was  there  any  Refidance  made  for  the  Relief 
of  Chrid  ? 

A.  Simon  Peter  cut  off  the  Ear  of  ^jlalchus,  the  High- 
P;ied’s  Servant  ;  but  Jefus  bid  him  put  up  his  Sword, 
and  he  healed  the  Man’s  Ear  with  a  Touch,  Luke  xxii. 
50,  51.  John  xviii.  10. 

1 1  Q.  Did  Chrid  fhewany  further  Indance  of  his  di¬ 
vine  power  on  this  Occalioii  f 

A.  When  they  alked  for  Jefus,  he  anfwered,  I  am 
he  ;  and  they  went  backward  and  fell  to  the  Ground , 
John  xviii.  5,  6. 

12  Q.  Did  they  yet  after  this,  perfid  to  lay  Hands 
on  him  ? 
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A.  Yes,  they  took  him  and  carried  him  away  to  Cai~ 
tiphas  the  High-Prieff’s  Houfe,  where  the  Scribes  and 
Elders  were affembled,  "Matt.  xxvi.  57. 

13  Q_  What  became  of  his  Difciples  ? 

A.  They  all  for  Took  him  and  fled,  as  Chriff  foretold 
them  they  would  do,  'Matt,  xxvi.  31,  56, 

14  Q.  What  did  Peter  do,  who  particularly  boafted  of 
his  Love  and  Courage  ? 

A.  Peter  followed  him  afar  off,  into  the  High-Prieft’s 
Hall,  but  there,  for  fear  of  Suffering,  he  ihamefully  de¬ 
nied  his  Lord  and  Mafter  thrice,  and  that  with  fwearing 
and  curling,  Mark  xvi.  70 — 72. 

1 5  Q,  How  was  Peter  brought  to  Conviction  and  Re¬ 
pentance  for  this  Sin  ? 

A  When  Jefus  heard  Peter  a  little  before  boaffing  of 
his  Zeal  and  Courage,  he  foretold  him,  that  he  Jhould 
deny  hint  thrice  before  the  Cock  crowed  twice  ;  and  when 
Peter  heard  the  Cock  ciow,  Jelus,  Handing  now  before 
the  High-Pried,  turned  and  looked  upon  him  ;  and  his 
heart  melted  within  him  ;  and  he  went  out  and  wept  bit¬ 
terly,  Mark  xiv.  72.  Lukexxii,  61,  62. 

16  What  Accufation  did  they  bring  againff  Chriff? 

A.  Several  falfe  Witnefles  accufed  him  about  Words 

that  he  fpake  ;  but  they  agreed  not  together,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  could  not  find  fufficient  Caufe  to  condemn  him, 
though  they  fought  it  earneftly,  Mark  xiv.  56. 

17  Q.  How  did  they  condemn  him  at  laff  ? 

1  A.  The  High- Prieft  afleed  him.  Art  thou  the  Chrift 
the  Sen  of  God  ?  And  jefus  faid,  lam ,  and  ye  Jhall  fee 
the  Son  of  Man  fitting  on  the  right  Hand  of  Power ,  and 
coming  in  the  Clouds  of  Heaven.  Whereupon  they  con¬ 
demned  him  as  Worthy  of  Death  for  Blafphemy,  Mark 
xiv.  61 — 64.  * 

18  Did  they  then  put  him  to  Death  immedi¬ 
ately  ? 

A.  The  Jews  being  under  the  Government  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  had  net  the  full  Power  cf  Life  and  Death  in  their 
own  Hinds,  but  they  fhewed  their  Spite  againff  him  by 
many  Indignities  offered  to  him,  and  never  left  till  they 
had  procured  a  Sentence  of  Death  againff  him  from  the 
Roman  Governor. 

19  What 
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1  g  What  were  thefe  Indignities  ? 

A.  They  fuffered  their  Officers  to  mock  and  infult 
him,  to  fmite and  fpit  upon  him.  to  blind  his  Eyes  and 
buffet  him  ;  then  they  bound  him  and  delivered  him  to 
Pontius  Pilate,  the  Roman  Governor,  Mark  xiv.  65* 
and  xv.  1. 

20  What  became  of  Judas  the  Traitor,  when  he 
faw  the  Priefts  had  condemned  Chrift  ? 

A.  He  repented  of  his  Treachery,  and  brought 'the 
thirty  Pieces  of  Silver  to  the  Priefts  ;  he  went  away  and 
hanged  himfe.f ;  and  falling  down  his  Body  burft,  and 
his  Bowels  fell  out.  Matt,  xxvii.  1 — 5.  A6ts  i.  18, 

21  ip.  What  did  Pilate  determine  concerning  Jefus  ? 

A.  Pilate  found  him  to  be  an  innocent  Man,  and  that 

the. Priefts  and  Elders  had  accufed  him  out  of  Pinvy,  and 
therefore  he  would  fain  have  releafed  him,  Markxv,  9, 
10.  and  Luke  xxiii.  4. 

22  CL  How  did  Pilate  propofe  to  releafe  him,  when 
he  was  charged  as  fo  great  a  Criminal  by  their  Accufati- 
ons  ? 

A.  It  was  the  Cuftom  at  the  Pafs-over,  to  releafe  fome 
Prifoner,  and  he  offered  to  releafe  Jefus  to  them  at  that 
Seafon,  Mark  xv.  6 — 9. 

23  Q,  Did  the  Jews  accept  of  Pilate' s  Propofa!  ? 

A.  No,  they  chofe  rather  to  have  Barabbas  rcleafed, 
who  was  a  Robber  and  a  Murderer,  and  demanded  Jefus 
to  be  crucified,  ver,  7,  *1,  13 

24  Did  Pilate  yield  to  their  Demands  ? 

A.  Yes,  at  lift  he  releafed  Barabbas ;  and  when  he 
had  fcourged  Jefus,  he  delivered  him  to  be  crucified, 
even  again  ft  his  own  Confcience,  ver.  15. 

25  LG  L  °w  came  Pilate  to  be  perfuaced  to  crucify 
and  innocent  Man  ? 

A.  Pie  did  it  partly  to  pleafe  the  Jews,  and  partly, 
left  he  fhould  be  counted  an  Enemy  to  Co: far  if  lie  fpared 
Chrift,  who  did  not  deny  himielf  to  be  a  King,  Mark; 
xv.  15.  John  xix.  1 1,  13. 

26  What  further  Indignities  were  caft  on  our  Sa¬ 
viour  ? 

A.  They  ftripped  him  ofhis  own  Clothes,  and  put  on 
him  a  fcariet  Robe  in  Mockery,  becaufe  he  did  not  deny 
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himielf  to  be  the  King  of  the  Jews  ;  they  platted  a 
Crown  of  Thorns  and  put  it  on  his  Head,  with  a  Reed 
in  his  right  Hand ;  they  bowed  the  Knee  before  him, 
and  mocked  him,  faying,  Hail,  King  of  the  Jews  ! — 
They  fmote  him  with  a  Reed,  and  fpit  upon  him,  Mark 
xv.  17 — 19. 

27  How  did  the  bleffed  jefus  carry  it  under  all 
thele  Affronts  ? 

A.  Being  reviled  he  reviled  not  again ,  but  flood  be¬ 
fore  his  Accufers  and  his  Judges  as  an  innocent  Lamb 
Hands  illent  before  the  Shearers ;  and  made  very  few  Re¬ 
plies  to  ali  their  Accufations,  Charges  and  Inquiries, 
Markxiv.  61.  A6ls  viii,  32.  1  Pet.  ii.  23. 

28  In  what  Manner  did  they  crucify  him  ? 

A.  They  put  his  own  Garments  on  him  again,  they 
carried  hi  n  to  Calvary ,  the  Place  of  Execution,  and 
there  they  nailed  him  on  the  Crofs ;  where  they  alfo  cru¬ 
cified  two  Malefa&ers,  one  on  his  right  Hand,  and  the 
other  cn  his  left,  Markxv.  20.  Luke  xxiiL  33. 

29  Did  our  Saviour  then  make  no  Refinance,  nor 
give  a  Rebuke  to  their  wicked  Cruelty  ? 

A.  He  only  prayed  for  them,  and  laid,  Father,  for¬ 
give  them ,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do ,  Luke  xxiii. 

34- 

What  was  the  Infcription  fet  over  his  Head  ? 

A.  rThis  is  Jefus  of  Nazareth ,  the  King  of  the  Jews  ; 
and  it  'was  written  in  Latin ,  Greek ,  and  Hebrew,  John 

xix.  19. 

31  Q.  What  Affronts  did  he  fuffer  on  the  Crofs  ? 

A.  When  the  Soldiers  had  call  Lots  for  his  Garments, 
the  Rulers  mocked  him,  many  of  the  Jews  reviled  him, 
and  fo  did  one  of  the  Thieves  that  was  crucified  with 
him,  Luke  xxiii.  34.-39. 

32  How  did  the  other  Thief  carry  it  towards  him  ? 

A.  He  rebuked  his  Fellow,  acknowledged  his  own 

Guilt,  and  the  Innocence  of  Chriil ;  he  prayed  that  jefus 
would  remember  him  when  he  came  into  his  Kingdom 9 
Luke  xxiii.  40 — 42. 

3  3  What  Anfwer  did  Chriil  make  to  his  Faith  and 
Prayer  t 

A.  jefus  faid.  Verily ,  To-day  jhalt  thou  he  with  me  in 
Taradfe ,  ver.  43.  34  Qa 
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34  What  Refpeft  did  Jefus  pay  to  his  own  Mother 
Mary,  when  he  faw  her  near  the  Crofs  ? 

A.  He  commended  her  to  the  care  of  John  his  belov¬ 
ed  Difciple  ;  and  from  that  Time  John  took  her  to  his 

own  Houfe,  John  xix.  26,  27* 

35  What  were  fome  of  the  lafl  Words  of  Jefus  on 

the  Crofs  ? 

A.  He  cried  out,  My  God ,  my  God,  why  hajl  thou, 
forfaken  ?ne  P  And  a  little  aker,  he  fnd.  It  is  fnijhed > 
then  he  cried  with  a  loud  Voice,  Father,  into  thy  Hand 
I  commend  my  Spirit,  and  died  immediately,  Mark  XV. 
34.  Luke  xxiii.  46.  John  xix.  30. 

36  What  remarkable  Occurrences  attended  the 

Death  of  Chrift  ? 

A.  1.  At  the  fixth  Hour  there  was  Darknefs  over  the 
whole  Land  till  the  ninth;  that  is  from  Noon,  till  three 
o’Clcck  in  the  Afternoon,  Mark  xv.  33. . 

2.  The  Veil  of  the  Temple  which  divided  the  holy 
Place  from  the  Holy  of  Holies,  was  rent  from  the  Lop 
to  the  Bottom. 

3.  There  was  an  Earth- quake,  the  Flocks  were  rent. 
Graves  were  then  opened,  and  many  of  the  pious  Dead 
arofe  after  his  Refurre&ion,  and  appeared  to  feveral  Per- 
fons  in  Jeruialem,  Matt,  xxvii.  5  1 — 53. 

4.  The  Centurion  who  guarded  the  Crucifixion  of 
Chrift,  feeing  thefe  Things,  was  conftrained  to  confefs. 
Surely  this  Man  was  the  Son  of  God,  Mark  xv.  39. 

37  Q.  What  was  done  to  the  Body  of  Jefus  after  his 
Death  ? 

A.  When  they  broke  the  Legs  of  the  Thieves  who 
were  crucified,  that  they  might  die  the  fooner,  and  be 
taken  down  from  the  Crofs  before  the  Sabbath,  they 
broke  not  the  Legs  of  Jefus,  becaufe  he  was  already 
dead;  but  a  Soldier  pierced  his  Side  with  a  Spear,  and 
there  iiTued  Blood  and  Water,  John  xix.  3  1 — 37. 

38  How  was  Jefus  buried  ? 

A,  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  a  rich  Man  went  to  Pilate , 
begged  the  Body  of  Jefus,  wrapped  it  in  clean  Linen, 
with  Spices,  laid  it  in  his  own  new  Tomb,  and  rolled  a 
great  Stone  to  the  Door  of  the  Sepulchre,  Marlcxv.  43, 
4.6.  Luke  xxiii.  56.  John  xix.  40, 
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39  Qn  What  was  done  by  the  Enemies  of  Chrift  to 
fecure  him  from  rifing  again  ? 

A.  The  Jews  defired  Pilate  to  fet  a  Guard  of  Soldiers 
about  the  Sepulchre  ;  and,  that  they  might  know  if  the 
Tomb  had  b^en  opened,  they  lealed  the  Stone  that  was 
rolled  to  the  Door  of  it.  Matt,  xxvii.  62—66. 

Sect.  JI.  Of  the  Resurrection  and  Appear¬ 
ances  of  CHRIST. 

4°  g-T  T  O  W  did  Jefus  arife  from  the  Dead  ? 

,  11  A,  Early  on  the  ftrft  Day  of  the  Week 
there  was  a  great  Earthquake,  an  Angel  rolled  back  the 
Stone  from  the  Door  and  fat  upon  it,  his  Countenance 
•was  like  Lightningy  and  his  Raiment  * whits  as  Sncw  ;  the 
Keepers  ftiook  for  Fear,  and  jefus  rofe  and  denarted 
Matt,  xxvii.  1—4. 

q.  i  hat  was  tne  ftrft  Notice  the  Apoilles  cf 

Chrift  had  of  his  Refirredtion  ? 

A.  Early  in  the  Morning  after  the  Sabbath,  fome 
good  Women  came  to  bring  Spices  and  Ointments,  to 
anoint  the  Body,  and  they  found  the  Stone  rolled  away 
from  the  Sepulchre  ;  and  an  Angel  told  them  Jefus  was 
rifen  ;  and  bid  them  go  tell  his  Difciples,  Mark  xvi. 
I; — 8. 

42  Qc  Which  of  the  Apoftles  came  to  the  Sepulchre  to 
examine  this  Matter  ? 

A.  Peter  and  John  both  went  to  the  Sepulchre,  and 
found  the  Linen  Clothes  and  the  Napkin,  in  which  the 
Body  was  wrapped,  and  were  convinced  that  Jefus  was 
rifen ,  John  xx.  1  —  jo. 

43  What  Story  did  the  Jews  tell  concerning-  the 
Refurredtion  of  Chrift  ? 

A.  When  the  Guards  told  the  Chief Priefts  what  was 
done,  the  Priefts  and  Elders  bribed  therp  largely  to  fay, 
that  while  they  fell  afleep,  his  Difciples  came  by  Night 
and ftole  him  away,  Matt.xxv iii.  11  — 13. 

44  How  then  did  the  Soldiers  come  oiF  with  the 
Governor? 

A.  The  Priefts  pcrftiadcd  the  Governor  to  forgive 
ihsm  for  looping,  <vtr*  14. 
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45  CL  To  whom  did  Jefus  appear  after  his  Refur- 
re  ciion  ? 

A.  Firfl  to  Mary  Magdalen,  afterwards  to  two  Difci¬ 
ples  going  to  Emmaus  y  then  to  the  ApoHles  afTembied, 
without  Thomas  y  and  all  this  on  the  Day  of  his  Refer- 
reclion  :  Afterwards  he  appeared  to  the  Apoltles  when 
Thomas  was  with  them,  again  at  the  Sea  of  Tiberias  to 
feven  of  his  Difciples  ;  then  to  eleven  of  his  Difciples  on 
a  Mountain  in  Galilee  y  then  near  Jerufalem ,  when  he 
attended  to  Heaven. 

4 6  How  long  did  he  continue  on  Earth  after  his 
Refurrection  ? 

A.  He  continued  forty  Days ,  giving  his  Difciples 
further  Inft ructions  in  the  great  Things  of  the  Goipei, 
which  they  were  not  prepared  to  leceive  before  his  Death, 
Ads  i.  3,  John  xvi.  12. 

47  How  did  he  appear  to  Mary  Magdalen  ? 

A.  When  Hie  found  not  Jefus  in  the  Tomb,  fne  turn¬ 
ed  away  from  the  Sepulchre,  and  fhe  law  J ei as,  but  kne-v 
him  not  till  he  called  her  by  her  Name,  John  xx.  14--15, 

48  What  did  he  fay  to  her 

A.  Touch  me  not  at  prefent,  but  go  to  my  Brethren, 
and  tell  them,  I  afeend  to  my  Father  and  your  Father ,  to 
my  God  and  your  God ,  ver.  17. 

49  Q.  Ho.v  did  he  appear  to  his  two  Difciples  going 
to  Emmaus  ? 

A.  He  joined  himfelf  to  them  as  they  were  walking  ; 
he  reproved  them  fer  their  Unbelief;  he  proved  to  them 
out  of  the  Prophets  that  the  MelTiah  was  to  fuller  Death, 
and  to  enter  into  Glory  :  He  went  into  the  Hoafe  and 
eat  with  them ;  and  when  they  began  to  know  him,  he 
vanifhed  out  of  their  Sight,  Luke  xxiv.  r  3 — 3  t . 

50  How  did  he  reveal  himfelf  to  the  Apoilles  when 
Thomas  was  abfent,  the  fame  Evening  ? 

A.  When  the  Doors  were  flmt  Hr  Pear  of  the  Jews, 
Jefus  came  and  Hood  in  the  Midi!  cf  them;  he  bkffed 
them,  and  gave  them  1  CommifJion  to  preach  the  Gofpel  ; 
he  breathed  on  them,  and  bid  them  receive  the  Holy  Ghoji , 
John  xx.  19 — 23. 

5  t  Q.  How  did  he  appear  to  them  when  Thomas  was 
with  them  ? 
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A.  A  Week  after,  Jefas  flood  in  the  Midi!  of  them  a- 
gain,  when  the  Doors  werefhut,  and  bid  Thomas  fee  and 
feel  the  Marks  of  the  Nails  in  his  Hands,  and  of  the 
Spear  in  his  Side,  and  rebuked  his  Unbelief,  John  xx. 
24— 2  7- 

5  2  Qi.  Did  Thomas  confefs  him  then  ? 

A.  2  hcmas  with  Surprife  and  Joy  acknowledged  him  ; 
he  broke  out  into  a  rapture  of  Zeal  and  Worfhip,  and 
faid  to  him,  My  Lord  and  my  God ,  ver.  28. 

5  3  How  did  he  fhew  himfelfto  them  at  the  Sea  of 
Tiberias  ? 

A.  Some  of  them  went  a  fifhing,  and  caught  nothing 
all  Night :  Jefus  ftood  on  the  Shore  in  the  Morning,  and 
bid  them  call  the  Net  on  the  right  fide  cf  the  fnip  ;  and 
they  took  a  Multitude  of  Fifhes,  John  xx i.  1 — 6. 

54Q^  What  remarkable  Occurrence  happened  at  this 
Meeting  ? 

A.  When  they  knew  it  was  the  Lord,  Peter  cad  him- 
felt  into  the  Sea  ;  and  when  they  were  come  to  the  ihore, 
they  eat  forne  broiled  Filh,  and  Jefus  eat  with  them, 
John  xxi.  7,  13. 

55  0^  How  did  Jefus  reprove  Peter  for  his  want  cf 
Love  to  him,  and  denying  his  Mafter  ? 

A.  He  rebuked  him  in  a  very  gem.*  Manner  of  Speech 
by  afking  Peter  three  Times,  whether  he  loved  him  or 
no,  and  then  he  foretold  that  Peter  fhould  love  him  fo 
well  as  to  fuffer  and  die  for  his  fake,  ver.  15-— >19. 

56  Flow  did  he  appear  to  them  on  the  Mountain  in 
Galilee  ? 

A.  Jefus  appointed  them  to  meet  him  there;  he  told 
them  that  all  Power  in  Heaven  and  Earth  was  given  into 
his  Hands,  he  gave  them  their  Commifiion  to  preach  the 
Gcfpel  to  all  Nations;  and  promifed  his  Prefence  with 
them,  and  a  Power  to  work  Miracles,  for  the  Vindica¬ 
tion  of  their  Do&rine,  Matt,  xxviii.  16 — no. 

Sect,  III.  Of  his  As  c  e  n  s  i  o  n  to  Heaven. 

57  Qsa  T  T  O  W  did  he  manifefl  himfelf  to  them  near 

JL  Jerufalem  ? 

A.  He  met  them,  and  led  them  out  as  far  as  to  Mount 

Olivet 
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Olivet  near  Bethany  ;  he  bid  them  to  tarry  at  Jerufalem 
till  the  promifed  Spirit  fhould  fall  upon  them  ;  he  repeat¬ 
ed  their  Commifiion,  appointed  them  to  be  Witneftes  for 
him  in  the  World ;  and,  having  blefied  them,  he  afc.  nd- 
ed  to  Heaven  in  a  bright  Cloud,  Luke  xx iv.  49  -51. 
Adis  i.  4 — 1 1. 

58  Did  he  not  appear  to  five  hundred  Brethren  at 
once  ? 

A.  St.  Paul  after  ts  it,  1  Cor .  xv.  6.  and  it  was  neither 
the  fir  ft  nor  the  laft  Time  of  his  Appearance  ;  but  when 
it  was,  is  uncertain,  Adis  i.  12. 

59  What  Notice  was  there  given  from  Heaven  of 
his  Return  again  ? 

A.  While  they  were  gazing  towards  Heaven,  two 
Angels  appeared,  and  allured  them  that  they  fhould  fee 
him  return  in  the  fame  Manner  as  he  afeended,  Adis  i. 
jo,  u« 

60  Whither  went  the  Difciples  then  ? 

A.  They  worfhipped  Chrift  when  he  afeended  to  Hea¬ 
ven,  and  returned  to  Jerufalem  with  great  Joy,  praiiing 
God,  Luke  xxi-v.  52,  53. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

Of  the  Adis  of  the  Apoftles,  chiefly  Peter  and  John  ; 
and  the  Deacons,  Stephen  and  Philip. 

1  Qi,  ~\  X  T  H  AT  was  the  firft  remarkable  Thing  the 
VV  Apoftles  did  toward  their  future  Miniftry, 
after  they  returned  to  Jerufalem  ? 

A.  They  chofe  two  out  of  their  Company  at  Jerufalem 
(which  was  one  hundred  and  twenty)  that  one  of  them 
might  be  an  Apoftle  and  Witnefs  of  the  Refurrediion  op' 
Chrift ,  in  the  Room  of  Judas  the  Traitor,  Adis  i.  15, 
22. 

2  Qj  How  did  they  determine  which  of  thofe  two 
fhould  be  the  Man  ? 

A.  They  called  on  the  Lord  by  Prayer,  then  caft  Lots 
and  the  Lot  fell  upon  Matthias,  who  was  numbered  with 
the  eleven  Apofiles ,  A6ts  i,  24 — 26. 
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3  Qi.  How  long  did  they  wait  for  the  promifed  Spirit 
to  fall  cn  them  ? 

A  On  the  Day  ot  Pentecofc,  which  was  ten  Days  af¬ 
ter  the  Afcenfion  of  Chrift,  the  Spirit  of  God  was  fent 
down  upon  them,  Aas  ii,  1,  GEL 

4  Ti  wha:  Manner  did  the  Spirit  come  upon  them  ? 

A.  The  Houfe  where  they  were  met,  was  filled  with 

tne  oq and  of  a  ruffling  Wind,  and  Cloven  Tongues  of 
Fire  appeared  as  fitting  on  all  their  Head?,  <uer,  2,  3. 

5  CL  was  the  firfc  Effedl  of  the  Deicer t  of  the 

Floly  Spirit  upon  them? 

A  They  all  fpake  with  various  Tongues  the  wonder  ¬ 
ful  Works  of  God,  to  the  Amazement  of  the  Je  ws,  and 
a  Multitude  of  the  Profelytes  of  all  Nations  that  were 
then  a:  jerufalem,  <ver.  4 — 11. 

6  ic  Which  of  the  ApoOles  feemed  to  be  the  chief 
Speaker  at  that  Time,  and  v  hat  was  t)ie;r  Doctrine  ? 

A.  Peter  preaches  to  this  Multitude,  bears  Wit nefs  to 
the  Refurreclicn  and  Exaltation  of  Chrift,  and  the  pour¬ 
ing  out  or  the  Spirit  of  God  cn  Men  ;  partly  from  his 
own.  Knowledge,  and  from  thefe  prefent  vifibie  Effects 
thereof  among  them,  and  partly  from  the  Prophecies  and 
Promifcs  of  Scripture  ;  he  leads  to  Chrift  as  a  Saviour 
and  Lord,  cads  them  to  Repentance  of  their  Sins,  and  a 
Profeftion  of  their  Faith  in  jefus,  by  being  baptized  in 
his  Name,  <uer.  — 41. 

7  CL  V/bat  Succefs  had  this  Sermon  ? 

A.  Three  thoufand  Souls  were  added  to  the  Difcipies 
of  Chrift,  and  baptized  on  that  Day,  w.  41. 

8  Q  What  was  the  Temper  of  Spirit  which  was  admi¬ 
rable  in  thefe  primitive  Converts  ? 

A.  A  Spirit  of  Devotion  toward  G  od  and  Chrift,  wi  h 
a  Spirit  of  Benevolence  and  intimate  Friendfidp  toward 
each  other;  fo  far  that  they  were  daily  in  the  Temple 
praifing  God  ;  they  were  moil  frequently,  cr  rather  con 
tinually  engaged  in  Prayer,  and  in  remembering  the 
Death  of  Chrift,  by  breaking  bre  :.d  with  Joy  ;  and  they 
lo  liberally  ciftributed  to  the  Pour,  that  none  was  in 
Want.  Thefe  were  the  glorious  EiTcfts  of  Chriflianity 
in  its  fiift  Appearance,  %>fi\  42—47. 

9  Q.  Hqw 
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9  d_  How  did  the  Apoftles  effectually  prove  their 
Do&rine  and  their  Com  million  to  preach  r 

A.  By  doing  many  Signs  and  Wonders  amerg  the 
People.,  which  were  the  Gifts  of  the  Spirit,  proceeding 

from  a  rifen  Saviour,  wr.  33 — 43. 

Note,  This  was  the  proper  Beginning  of  the  Kingdom  or 
Christ,  or  the  Christian  Dispensation; 
which  was  fet  up  in  the  Wcrld  in  its  Glory,  at  the 
pouring  down  of  the  Spirit,  after  the  Afcenfion  of 
C brill  "and  his  Exaltation  to  the  Government  cf  the 
Wcrld  and  the  Church. 

10  iK  What  remarkable  Miracle  was  wrought  by  Pe¬ 
ter  and  John  at  the  Temple  Gate  ? 

A .  A  Beggar  that  was  born  a  Cripple  received  the 
Ufe  of  bis  Limbs,  when  they  bid  him  rife  vp  and  walk 
in  the  Name  cf  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  A  Sis  iii.  i — 9. 

1 1  Q.  What  Ufe  was  made  of  this  Miracle  ? 

A.  Peter  took  Occafion  from  it  to  preach  up  this  new 
Dodrine,  namely,  the  Refurre&ion  of  Chrift,  and  Sal¬ 
vation  in  his  Name,  citing  the  ancient  Prophets  to  con¬ 
firm  it,  AFs  iii.  12 — 26. 

12  f  What  was  the  EffeCl  of  this  Sermon  ? 

A.  Five  thoufand  were  converted  by  it  to  the  Faith  cf 
Chriil ;  but  the  Priefts  and  Rulers  put  the  Apoftles  in 
Prifon,  Ails  iv.  1 — 4. 

1  3  What  Defence  did  the  Apoftles  make  when 
they  were  brought  the  next  Day  before  the  Priefts  and 
Rulers  r 

A.  They  took  Courage  again,  and  preached  to  this 
Court  the  DoClrine  of  the  Goipel  of  Chriil ;  and  filenced 
their  Enemies,  by  having  the  Cripple  that  was  healed 
Hand  among  them,  <ver.  5—14. 

14  Q_  Wha:  became  of  them  after  this  their  Defence  ? 
A.  They  were  difmiffcd,  and  charged  to  preach  no 

more  in  the  Name  of  Jefus ;  but  Peter  and  John  declared 
they  would  obey  God  rather  than  Man,  <ver.  15 — 20. 

15  Sf  Whither  went  the  Apoftles  after  their  Dif- 
charge  ; 

A.  they  went  to  their  own  Company,  and  gave  glcry 
to  God  in  Prayer  and  Praife ;  and  their  whole  AfTembly 

was 
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was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghofl,  and  boldly  fpake  the 
Word  of  God,  ver  23 — 31. 

16  What  remarkable  Infiance  of  Goodnefs  and 
Compaflion  was  pradlifed  by  thefe  firil  Believers  ? 

A.  The  Souls  of  all  of  them  were  fo  united  in  Love 
to  Chrift,  and  one  another,  that  they  fold  their  PofTeffi- 
ons  and  Goods,  and  threw  all  into  a  common  Stock, 
which  the  A poftles  divided  to  every  Man  according  to 
his  Need,  iii.  44,  45.  and  iv.  32 — 35. 

1 7  sL  Were  they  all  faithful  and  honelt  in  bringing  th« 
Price  of  their  Efiates  to  the  joint  Stock  ? 

A.  There  was  one  Ananias ,  with  his  Wife  Sappbira, 
who  fold  a  PoiTefiion,  and  fecretly  withheld  Part  of  the 
Money,  though  they  declared  they  had  paid  it  all  in. 
Ads  v.  1,2. 

18  Q.  Did  they  meet  with  any  Pun ifhment  for  this 
their  Hypocrify  and  Deceit  ? 

A.  Peter  charged  them  with  lying  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  ; 
and  firuck  them  both  dead  with  his  Word,  w,  3 — 10. 

19  What  Eftedt  had  this  upon  the  Multitude  ? 

A,  It  difcouraged  others  that  were  in  the  Church  from 
pradtifing  the  like  Deceit,  and  frightened  Hypocrites 
from  coming  into  the  Church,  merely  in  Hopes  of  a 
Maintenance.  ver.  11. 

20  i5\  What  other  Miracles  were  wrought  by  the  A- 
pofiles  ? 

A,  Multitudes  of  Sick  were  healed,  and  thofe  that 
were  pofiefTed  with  Devils  were  relieved,  both  in  Jeru- 
falem  and  the  Cities  round  about,  ver.  15,  16. 

21  Did  the  High-Priefis  and  Rulers  let  the  Apof- 
tles  p-o  on  at  this  Rate  ? 

O 

A.  They  again  put  them  in  Prifon,  but  the  Angel  of 
the  Lord  by  Night  opened  the  Prifon-Doors,  and  fent 
them  again  to  preach  this  Gofpel,  w.  17 — 21. 

22  When  they  were  brought  again  refore  the  Ru’ers 
how  did  they  behave  them  (elves? 

A.  They  charged  the  Rulers  with  putting  Chrifi:  to 
Death,  and  declared  they  were  Witnefies  of  his  Pvefurrec- 
tion  ;  and  that  God  had  exalted  him  to  be  a  Prince  and  a 
Saviour,  to  give  Rrpe?:tancc  and  F  or  give  nefs  cf  Sins, 
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23  What  Effect  had  this  Speech  upon  the  Rulers 
and  Elders  ? 

A ,  At  the  Advice  of  Gamaliel  (who  doubced  whether 
the  Hand  of  God  was  not  with  the  Apoftles)  they  difmiff- 
cd  them  again  ;  but  they  beat  them  firft,  and  again  com¬ 
manded  them  to  preach  Jefus  Chrift  no  more,  <ver.  33 — 

42. 

24  When  there  were  fuch  Multitudes  of  Converts, 
how  could  the  Apoftles  both  preach  the  Gofpel,  and  dif- 
tribute  the  Money  to  the  Poor  ? 

A.  The  A  pottles  were  fenfible  that  the  Labour  was  too 
much  for  them,  and  therefore  they  bid  the  Difciples 
choofe  out  feven  Men  (who  were  afterwards  called  Dea¬ 
cons  )  to  take  care  of  the  Poor,  that  they  might  more 
conftantly  be  engaged  in  Preaching  and  prayer.  Acts  vi. 

1 — 5* 

25  ^  Plow  did  the  Apottles  ft parate  thofe  whom  the 
People  chofe  to  this  Office  of  a  Deacon  ? 

A.  They  prayed,  and  laid  their  Hands  on  them,  <ver. 


26  Who  were  the  mott  confiderable  of  thefe  feven 
Men  ? 

A.  Stephen  ard  Philip ,  who  were  full  of  Faith  and 
Zeal,  and  had  ereat  Gifts  communicated  to  them. 

7  o 

27  ^  What  is  related  concerning  Stephen  ? 

A.  Pie  wrought  Wonders,  and  no  Doubt  he  preached 
the  Word  with  Power,  till  he  was  accufed  to  the  Council 
for  Blafphemy  againft  God  and  Mofes,  <ver.  8 — 15. 

28  Hew  did  Stephen  defend  himfclf? 

A.  By  a  long  Rehearfal  of  their  ancient  Hiftories,  lie 
charged  them  and  their  Fathers  with  refitting  the  Holy 
Spirit,  with  killing  the  Prophets,  and  with  breaking  the 
Law  of  God  ;  and  upbraided  them  at  latt  with  the  Mur¬ 
der  of  Chrift,  Ads  vii.  1 — 5  3, 

29  What  did  they  do  with  Stephen  after  fo  bold  a 
Speech  ? 

A.  When  he  told  them  further,  that  he  fanv  the  Hea¬ 
vens  opened ,  and  "jejiis  J landing  at  the  right  Hand  of  God, 
they  cried  cut  againtt  him  as  a  Blafphemer,  with  a  loud 
Voice  ;  they  call  him  out  of  the  City  and  ttoned  him, 
ver.  54 — 58. 
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3°  How  did  Stephen  behave  at  his  Death  ? 

A.  He  being  the  Frit  Martyr  for  Chrift,  gave  a  glori¬ 
ous  Inftance  of  his  Faith  and  Love. 

31  Wherein  did  his  Faith  appear  ? 

Ah  At  his  Death  he  prayed  and  faid.  Lord  Jefus  receive 
my  Spirit,  ver.  59, 

32  iT  How  did  he  manifeil  his  Love  ? 

A.  He  prayed  for  his  Enemies,  and  faid.  Lord,  lay 
not  this  Sin  to  their  Charge ,  ver.  60. 

33  ^  What  is  recorded  concerning  Philip  the  Dea¬ 
con  ? 

A.  He  went  down  to  Samaria  and  preached  Chrid  a- 
mong  them,  and  healed  the  Sick,  and  call  cut  Devils* 
Ads  viii.  5,  6,  7. 

34.  Did  he  make  any  Converts  there  ? 

A.  Yes,  many  of  the  Samaritans  believed  in  Chrift,  and 
were  baptized,  and  among  the  reft  one  Simon  a  Sorcerer, 
was  baptized,  who  is  commonly  called  Simon  Magus* 
Ver.  9 — 13. 

35  Did  thefe  Believers  at  Samaria  receive  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  alfo  ? 

A.  Peter  and  John  the  Apoftles  came  down  on  purpofe 
from  Jerufalem,  and  laid  Hands  on  them,  and  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  Hcly  Spirit,  ver.  14 — 17. 

Note,  This  makes  it  evident  that  Philip,  who  preached 
to  the  Samaritans,  was  net  the  Apoftie  fo  named,  but 
theDcacon,  for  had  he  been  the  Apofile,  there  would 
have  been  no  need  for  Peter  and  ‘John  to  come  from 
Jerufalem  to  lay  Hands  on  thole  that  believed. 

36  How  did  Simon  Magus  betray  his  own  Hypo- 
crify  and  Falfehocd  ? 

A.  He  offered  them  Money  that  he  might  have  Power 
to  communicate  the  Holy  Giiolt  to  others  by  laying  on 
his  Hands,  ver .  18,  19. 

37  Flow  was  he  reproved  for  this  his  Rafhnefs  and 
Folly  ? 

A.  Peter  faid  to  him,  rFhy  Money  perifii  vcith  thee  ! — ~ 
'Thou  hajl  no  Part  voith  us  in  this  Matter  ,*  for  thy  Heart 
is  net  right  in  the  fghtcfGod,  ver.  20,  21. 

38  f’L  Whither  was  Philip  fhnt  next  to  preach? 

A.  The  Angel  of  the  Lord  fenthim  to  meet  a  great 

.  Officer 
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Officer  of  the  Queen  of  Ethiopia  upon  the  Road,  as  h« 
was  returning  from  Jerufalem ,  where  he  had  been  to 
worfhip  as  a  Profelyte,  ver.  26,  27. 

39  4^  How  was  he  employed  when  Philip  met  him  ? 

A.  He  was  fitting  in  his  Chariot,  and  reading  the 

53d  Chapter  of  Ifaiahy  where  it  is  written.  He  vjas  led 
as  a  Sheep  to  the  Slaughter ,  &c.  ver.  28,  32. 

40  ^  In  what  Manner  did  Philip  preach  the  Gofpel 
to  him  t 

A.  Upon  his  Enquiry,  <c  Who  was  the  Perfon  of 
cc  whom  the  Prophet  fpake  ?”  Philip  preached  Jefus 
Chrift  the  Saviour  to  him,  ver.  34,  35. 

41  ^  What  Succefs  had  this  Difcourfe  of  Philip  ? 

A.  He  profefled  his  Faith,  that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of 
God,  and  was  baptized  as  foon  as  they  came  to  any  Wa¬ 
ter,  ver.  36 — 38. 

42  What  became  of  Philip  afterwards  ? 

A.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  caught  him  away,  and 
carried  him  to  Azotus  ;  whence  he  travelled  to  Cefarea> 
and  preached  to  all  the  Cities  upon  the  Road,  ver.  39, 
40. 

43  ^  What  are  the  next  remarkable  A&ions  of  Peter ? 

A.  He  went  down  to  Lydda ,  and  cured  Eneas ,  who 

had  kept  his  Bed  eight  Years  with  Palfy  ;  and  he  went 
to  Joppa  and  railed  Dorcas  from  the  Dead,  Acts  ix,  32 

44  Who  was  this  Dorcas  ? 

A.  She  was  a  Woman  full  of  good  Works,  and  who 
made  Garments  for  the  Poor,  ver .  36 — 39. 

45  What  was  the  EfFett  of  thefe  Miracles  ? 

A.  Many  at  Lydda  and  Joppa  believed  and  turned  to 
the  Lord,  ver .  35 — 42, 

46  What  Meffage  did  Peter  receive  while  he  was 
at  Joppa  ? 

A.  Cornelius ,  a  Centurion  that  feared  God,  and  pray¬ 
ed  to  him  daily,  was  ordered  by  an  Angel  in  a  Vifion  to 
fend  to  Joppa  for  Peter ,  that  he  might  teach  him  the 
Way  of  Salvation,  Ads  x.  1 — 6. 

47  Did  Peter  readily  go  upon  this  Meffage,  and 
preach  tc  Cornelius ,  who  was  one  of  the  Gentiles  ? 

A.  Peter  being  a  Jew,  would  have  thought  it  unlaw- 

S  fui 


c': 


v 


z. 


■  I  ■  I  'll 


*0 


27 6  The  Ads  of  St.  Peter,  Chap*  XX¥. 

ful  to  keep  Company  with  the  Gentiles  ;  that  is,  to  go 
and  foj  :>urn,  and  eat  with  them  in  a  familiar  Manner,  as 
thinking  them  unclean  :  But  God  forewarned  him  in  a 
Vifion,  juft  before  the  Meffengers  came  to  him,  that  he 
fhould  freely  go  and  preach  to  the  Gentiles  who  fert  for 
him,  ver.  19,  20,  28,  29. 

48  What  Sort  of  Vifion  was  this  whereby  God 
forewarned  Peter  that  the  Gentiles  Ihould  not  be  judged 
unclean  any  longer  ? 

A.  While  the  Meffengers  of  Corns  Hus  drew  near  the 
City,  Peter  went  upon  the  Houfe-top  to  pray  ;  and  there 
Was  a  great  Sheet  appeared  to  be  let  dowm  from  Heaven, 
with  all  Manner  of  unclean  Beafts  and  Birds,  and  creep¬ 
ing  Things  ;  and  a  Voice  bid  Peter  kill  and  eat,  nor 
call  thefe  Things  unclean  which  God  hath  cleanfed,  ver% 
9,  2C. 

Note,  By  this  Vifton  Peter  feems  to  have  been  taught 
thefe  two  Things  at  once ;  namely.  He  was  taught 
literally  and  exprefsly,  that  there  were  no  more  jew- 
ifh  Diftinftions  of  Meats  to  be  obferved  ;  and  he  was 
taught,  by  Way  of  Emblem,  that  the  Gentiles  fhould 
no  longer  be  counted  unclean,  cr  unfit  for  Jews  fami¬ 
liarly  to  eat  and  converfe  with. 

49  How  did  Peter  begin  his  Sermon  to  Cornelius 
and  his  Friends  ? 

A.  Thus  ;  Of  a  Truth  1  perceive  that  God  is  no  Re- 
fpeder  of  Perfons  ;  but  in  every  Nation ,  he  that  feareth 
God ,  and  worketh  Righteoufnefs ,  is  accepted  of  him ,  Adts 
x.  34,  35. 

50  What  was  the  chief  Subftance  of  his  Difcourfe? 
A.  He  preached  the  Life,  and  Death,  and  Refurre&i- 

on  of  Chrift  ;  and  that  he  was  ordained  to  be  the  Judge 
of  the  World  :  and  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him 
fhould  have  Remifiion  of  Sins,  ver.  36 — 43. 

cj  1  Had  this  Sermon  of  Peter  any  remarkable  Sue- 

cefs  f 

A.  While  Peter  fpake  thefe  Words,  the  Holy  Ghofl 
fell  on  all  thofe  that  were  prefent  ;  and  they  fpake  with 
Tongues ,  and  were  baptized  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord ,  ver. 

4  4' —  4  ^  * 

C2  Q.  flow  did  Peter  defend  himfelf  for  converfing 
“  and 
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and  eating  with  the  Gentiles,  when  the  Jewilh  Believers 
reproved  him  for  it  ? 

A.  Peter  related  the  whole  Story,  both  of  his  own 
Vifion  upon  the  Houfe-top,  and  of  the  Angel  that  was 
fent  to  Cornelius ,  and  the  wonderful  Succefs  of  his  Ser¬ 
mon  ;  upon  which  they  held  their  Peace,  and  glorified 
God,  Ads  xi.  1 — »i8. 

5  3  Qc  Were  the  Difciples  of  Chrift  free  from  Perfe¬ 
ction  at  this  Time  ? 

A.  They  had  been  free  from  Perfection  for  a  conii- 
dcrable  Time  in  'Judea ,  and  Galilee ,  and  Samaria ,  dll 
Herod  kifed  James  the  Brother  of  John  with  the  Sword, 
and  put  Peter  in  Prifon,  Ads  ix  31,  and  xii.  1 — 4. 

54  How  did  Peter  efcape  from  his  Hands  ? 

A.  Prayer  was  made  by  the  Church  without  ceafmg, 
for  him  ;  and  wrhile  he  was  fleeping  between  two  Soldi¬ 
ers,  bound  with  two  Chains,  and  the  Centinels  kept  the 
Prifon-door,  at  Night  a  Light  fhone  in  the  Prifon,  and 
the  Angel  of  the  Lord  awakened  him,  the  Chains  fell 
from  his  Hands,  the  Gates  opened  of  their  own  Accord, 
and  the  Angel  brought  him  into  the  Street,  and  departed. 
Ads  xii.  5—10. 

55  Q,  Whither  went  Peter  after  his  Releafe  from  Pri- 
fcn  ? 

A.  To  the  Houfe  of  Mary  the  Mother  of  John  Mark , 
where  the  Dilciples  were  met  together  for  Prayer,  and 
he  ordered  them  to  acquaint  the  Brethren  of  his  miracu¬ 
lous  Deliverance,  ver.  12- — [7. 

5 6  How  did  Herod  fhew  his  Rige  for  his  Difap- 
pointment  ? 

A  He  commanded  the  Keepers  of  the  Prifon  to  be 
put  to  Death,  being  exceedingly  vexed  that  Peter  had 
efcaped  his  Hands,  <ver,  19. 

57  Q-  What  remarkable  Judgment  of  God  fell  upon 
Herod  ? 

A.  Upon  a  fpecial  Occafion,  fitting  on  his  Throne  in 
his  Royal  Robes,  he  made  a  Speech  to  the  People  ;  upon 
which  they  cried  out,  It  is  the  Code  of  a  God,  and  not  of 
a  Man  /  and  immediately  the  Angel  of  the  Lori  fmotc 
him,  becaufe  he  gave  not  God  the  Glory,  and  he  was 
of  Worms,  and  died,  <ver.  21 — 23. 

5.3  Q. 
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5  8  Q.  What  farther  Account  is  there  given  of  Peter 
in  Scripture  r 

A  He  preached  the  Gofpel  to  the  World,  he  encou¬ 
raged  the  receiving  the  Gentiles  into  the  Church  without 
Circumcifior.,  by  his  own  Example  ;  he  wrote  Letters 
to  encourage  the  Believers  under  Perfecution  ;  till  at  laft 
he  was  crucified,  as  Chrift  had  foretold  him.  Ads  xv.  y 
—  u.  firftand  iecond  Epifide  of  Peter,  John  xxi.  i8,  19. 
2  Pet .  i  13-—15. 

59  Q.  Is  there  any  Thing  elfe  recorded  concerning 
the  Apoftle  John  ? 

A.  He  alfo  preached  the  Word,  and  wrote  the  Hifto- 
ry  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  Chrift,  which  is  called  his 
Gofpel ;  he  wrote  feveral  Epiftles  to  the  Chriftians  ;  he 
was  banilhed  to  the  Hie  or  Patmos  for  the  Sake  of  Chrift, 
where  he  wrote  the  Book  of  the  Revelation  ;  In  what 
Order  he  wrote  thefe  Things,  does  not  appear  from 
Scripture. 

60  You  have  informed  us  what  were  the  Dodlrines, 
and  what  was  the  Religion  that  the  Apoitles  and  Difciples 
taught  after  Chrift  went  to  Heaven  ;  But  how  comes  it  to 
pafs  that  among  thefe  Dodlrines  we  do  not  find  them  in- 
fifting  more  exprefsly  on  that  great  Article  of  the  Gofpel, 
the  Redemption  by  ChrilVs  Death,  and  the  Atonement 
made  for  Sin  by  his  Suitering s  ? 

A.  It  is  fpfticiently  evident  that  this  Dodlrine  was 
taught  the  World  by  Peter  and  John,  as  well  as  by  Paul, 
fince  there  is  frequent  mention  of  it  in  their  Epiftles,  as 
well  as  it  Urines  every  where  through  the  Epiftles  of  St. 
Paul :  Nor  can  we  fuppofe  their  Preaching  utterly  for¬ 
got  or  negiedled  what  their  Writings  abound  with,  1 
Pet .  i.  18,  19.  ch.  ii.  24.  ch,  iii.  18-  and  iv.  1.  1  John 
i  7.  ch.  ii.  2.  ch.  iii.  16.  and  v.  6  and  therefore  it  is 
pcftible  they  might  preach  it  femetimes  at  firft,  though 
it  be  not  exprefsly  recorded  in  fuch  Ihort  Abftradts  of 
their  Sermons,  as  we  find  in  the  Book  or  Ads  Or,  if  this 
D  dir  me  was  notpubiifhed  at  firft  with  Frequency  and 
Freedom,  there  feems  to  be  a  very  good  Reaion  for  it, 
namely,  becaufe  neither  the  Jews  nor  Gentiles  could  well 
bear  it  fo  foon  ;  for  it  was  a  Stumbling-block  to  the  Jews, 
mid  pQohJhnefs  tq  the  Greeks,  1  Cqi,  i.  23,  And  they 

were 
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were  to  be  led  by  Degrees  into  a  fall  Acquaintance  with 
the  Myftery  of  the  Gofpel  ;  even  as  Chrift  himfelf  led 
his  own  Difciples  by  flow  Degrees  into  the  Knowledge  of 
this  and  other  Things,  as  they  were  able  to  bear  them, 

John  xvi.  12. 
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The  Ads  fl/* Paul  the  Apoftle ,  his  Travels  and  Suffer¬ 
ings,  his  Life  and  Death . 

5  Qi  T  7C  7"  H  O  was  Paul ? 

VV  A.  He  was  a  Jew  of  the  Tribe  of  Ben¬ 
jamin,  born  at  Tarfus  ;  his  Name  at  firft  was  Saul,  he 
was  brought  up  in  the  ftri&  Sett  of  the  Pharifees,  a  Man 
of  good  Morals,  and  exceeding  zealous  of  the  Traditions 
of  the  Fathers,  Ads  xxiii  9  and  xxi  39,  Phil.  Hi.  r 
6.  Gal.  i.  14..  Ads  vii.  <^8. 

2  What  was  his  Behaviour  towards  the  ChrilKans 
while  he  continued  a  Pharifee  ? 

A.  He  was  a  very  great  Perfecutor  in  his  younger 
1  ears,  he  made  Havock  of  the  Church  every  where 
fending  Men  and  Women  to  Prifon,  and  he  encourared’ 
thole  who  Honed  Stephen,  Adis  viii,  1,3,  ard  vii.  58. 

3  How  came  he  to  become  a  Chriftian  ? 

was  going  to  Damafcus ,  with  Orders  from 
the  High-Prieft  to  bring  all  the  Chriftians  he  could  find 
there  bound  to  Jerufalem ,  he  was  firuck  down  on  the 
Road,  by  a  Blaze  of  Light  from  Heaven,  Ads  ix.  1 _ 2. 

4  Q.  Did  he  hear  any  Voice  at  the  fame  Time  ? 

A.  A  Voice  from  Heaven  faid  to  him,  Saul,  Saul 

why  perfecuteft  thou  me  ?  I  am  Jcfus,  whom  thou  per fe¬ 
ast  eft,  ver,  4,  5.  1  J 

5  Qa  What  Efiedl  had  this  upon  Saul  ? 

A.  He  trembled  and  cried  out.  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 

have  me  to  do  ?  And  the  Lord  bid  him  arife,  and  goto 

the  City  o(  Damafus,  and  ihere  he  ihould  be  told  his 
Uuty,  ever.  6. 

^  -Did  Saul  obey  this  divine  Villon  ? 
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A.  He  rofe  from  the  Earth,  and  found  that  he  was 
ftruck  blind,  and  he  was  led  by  the  Hand  into  Damafcus > 
where  he  was  three  Days  without  Sight  and  without 
Food,  and  engaged  much  in  Prayer,  w  8 — -i  i. 

7  Q.  Who  was  fent  to  teach  him  his  Duty  there  ? 

A.  Ananias ,  a  Difciple,  was  ordered  by  the  Lord  in 
a  Yifion  to  go  to  him  in  the  Houfe  where  he  lodged,  and 
to  re(l ore  his  Eye-fight,  <ver.  ii,  12.  and  to  tell  him 
what  Honour  and  Duty  God  had  appointed  for  him. 

8  Did  Ananias  go  willingly  on  this  Errand  ? 

A.  He  was  at  fir  ft  afraid  to  go,  becaufe  he  had  heard 
of  his  cruel  Perfection  of  the  Chriftians ;  but  the  Lord 
allured  him  that  Saul  would  receive  him,  becaufe  he  had 
given  SaulAlfo  a  Vifion  of  one  Ananias  to  prepare  him 
for  his  coming,  euer.  10, 

q  How  did  Saul  recover  his  Sight  ? 

A.  Ananias  laid  his  Hands  upon  him,  and  he  receiv¬ 
ed  his  Sight,  and  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 

was  baptized,  -ver.  17,  18, 

10  Q.  Who  appointed  Saul  at  firft  to  be  a  Preacher  l 
A.  The  Lord  Jefus  ordered  Ananias  to  tell  him,  that 
God  had  chofen  him  to  know  his  Will,  to  fee  Jefus,  and 
to  be  a  Witnefs  for  Chrift  to  the  World,  Ads  xxii.  14, 
&c.  And  fome  Time  after  that,  Chrift  himfelf  in  ano¬ 
ther  Vifion  fent  him  . to  preach  to  the  Heathen  Nations, 
*ver.  21. 

J\ote  here.  In  St.  Paul’s  Rehearfal  of  this  Matter  to  A- 
gnppa ,  A&sxxvi.  i  6,  &c.  Chrift  himfelf  is  reprefent- 
ed  as  giving  Paul  his  firft  ConnnifTion  from  Heaven 
to  the  Gentiles  at  this  Time  :  Yet  it  has  been  queftion- 
ed  whether  the  Apoftle  does  not  in  this  Rehearfal  join 
together  all  that  Chrift  laid  to  him,  both  in  his  firft 
Vifion  upon  the  Road  to  Damafcus  and  his  fecond  Vi¬ 
llon  at  Jerufalem  in  the  1  empie;  when  he  was  more 
exprefsly  lent  to  the  Gentiles,  Ads  xxii.  17*  t8,  2 1  • 
but  this  is  too  large  a  Debate  to  be  affumed  h ere. 

11  How  did  Saul  employ  himfelf  after  this  won¬ 
derful  Appearance  ? 

A.  tie  was  a  few  Days  with  the  Difciples  at  Damafcus , 
and  he  foon  preached  Chrift  in  the  Synagogues,  that  he 
is  the  Son  of  God,  to  the  Amazement  of  tnemthat  maud 
him,  <ver*  19 — 22. 
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12  How  came  he  to  learn  and  preach  the  Gofpel  fo 
foon  ? 

A.  It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  he  was  taught  the 
Gofpel  by  Jefus  Chrill  himfelf  in  the  three  Days  of  his 
Blindnefs,  for  he  declares  he  learnt  it  not  from  Men, 
Gal.  i.  i }  ii— 16. 

J3  Where  did  he  preach  the  Gofpel  when  he  went 
from  Damafcus  ? 

A.  In  Arabia ,  and  he  returned  again  to  Damafcus, 
and  did  not  go  up  to  the  Apoltles  at  Jerufalem  till  three 
Years  after.  Gal.  i.  17,  18. 

14  Q  When  he  returned  to  Damafcus  how  did  the 
Jews  bear  with  him  ? 

A.  They  watched  the  Gates  Night  and  Day  to  flay 
him  ;  but  the  Difciples  took  him  by  Night,  and  let  him 
down  by  the  Wall  in  a  Balket,  A  As  ix.  23 — 25.  and  2 
Cor.  xi.  32,  33* 

13  When  he  came  to  Jerufalem  how  was  he  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Difciples  ? 

A.  They  were  all  afraid  of  him,  becaufe  he  had  been 
fo  great  a  Perfecutor  of  the  Chriftians  but  2  very  few 
Years  before,  ver  26. 

16  How  were  they  perfuaded  to  believe  that  he  was 
now  a  Difciole  of  Chrill  ? 

A.  Barnabas  brought  him  to  the  4poft!es,  and  gave 
an  Account  of  Chrill’s  calling  him  from  Heaven,  and 
his  preaching  boldly  at  Damafcus  in  the  Name  of  Jefus, 
ajer.  26,  27. 

17  ^2  Who  was  Barnabas  ? 

A.  A  Levite  of  Cyprus ,  whofe  Name  was  Jofes ,  who 
was  a  zealous  Difciple  of  Chrill,  and  a  Preacner  of  the 
Gofpel,  whom  the  Apollles  furnamed  Barnabas,  that  is, 
the  Son  of  Confolation,  Atts  iv.  36. 

18  Q.  Did  Saul  preach  Chrill  at  Jerufalejn  ? 

A.  Yes,  with  great  Courage  ;  but  the  Grecians , 
(that  is,  the  Helleniji  or  Grecian  Jews)  fought  to  flay 
him,  and  then  the  Brethren  perfuaded  him  to  retire  to 
his  native  Place,  Tarfus  in  Cilicia ,  A£ls  ix  28 — 30. 

19  Q.  What  was  that  other  Vifion  which  he  had  of 
Chrill  when  he  vas  at  Jerufalem  ? 

A*  As  he  was  praying  in  the  Temple  he  faw  the  Lord, 
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who  a fTured  him  that  the  Jews  would  not  receive  his  W it- 
nefs  concerning  him,  and  bid  him  depart  from  Jerufa~ 
lew >  for  that  he  would  fend  him  to  the  Gentiles,  Aa$ 
xxii.  17 — 21. 

Note,  Though  this  Account  of  Paul's  feeing  Chrifl:  in 
the  Temple  at  Jerufalem,  feems  here  immediately  to 
follow  the  Account  of  his  Converfion,  Ads  xxii.  16, 
17.  yet  fome  think  he  had  not  this  Vifiontill  the  fe- 
cend  '1  ime  of  his  coming  to  Jerufalem. 

20  Q  Whither  was  Barnabas  fent  by  the  Apoflles  ? 

A.  When  they  heard  of  the  great  Succefs  of  the  Gof- 

pel  in  foreign  Countries  they  fent  him  as  far  as  Antioch 
in  Syria  to  confirm  the  Difciples,  Ads  xL  22—24. 

Note,  This  great  Succefs  of  the  Gofpcl  at  this  Time, 
was  partly  among  the  Jews  who  redded  in  other  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  partly  the  Jewifh  Profely  .es  of  the  Gate,  or 
the  devout  Perfons  and  fuch  as  feared  God,  Adts  x.  17. 
and  chap.  xiii.  16,  50 

2 1  Whither  did  Barnabas  go  when  he  left  Antim¬ 
ech  ? 

A.  He  went  to  Tarfus  to  feek  Saul,  and  brought  him 
to  Antioch ,  where  they  fpent  a  whole  Year  together,  and 
there  the  Difciples  were  iirfb  called  Chriftians,  A&s  xi, 
25,  26. 

22  What  further  Commiflion  had  Barnabas  and 
Saul  to  preach  the  Gofpei  to  the  Gentiles  ? 

A.  The  Holy  Spirit  appointed  the  Prophets  and 
Teachers  at  Antioch  to  feparate  Barnabas  and  Saul  to  the 
Work  to  which  he  had  called  them,  that  is,  to  preach  to 
the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  which  they  did  by  Fading, 
^Prayer,  and  laying  on  their  Hands,  Ads  xiii.  1—3. 

23  Who  was  their  Afliftant  or  Attendant  in  this 
Journey  ? 

A.  John  Mark,  Nephew  to  Barnabas,  Acts  xii.  25. 
and  xiii,  5.  Col.  iv.  10. 

24  Q.  What  Opposition  did  they  meet  with  when 
they  came  to  Paphos  in  Cyprus  ? 

A.  When  Sergius  Paulus  the  Governor  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  fent  for  them,  that  he  might  hear  the  Word  of  God, 
Elymas  a  Jew,  who  was  a  falfe  Prophet  and  a  Sorcerer, 
withllood  them,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Governor  from 
believing,  ver.  6 — S. 
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2 r  How  was  Ely  mas  punifhed  for  this  Crime  ? 

A  (who  from  this  Time  is  called  Paul  in  Scrip- 

ture)  firuck  him  blind  with  his  Word,  upon  which  the 
Governor  believed  in  Chrift,  ver  10—12.  . 

Note,  From  Paphos  they  went  to  Pamphylia  in  Aft  a,  and 

there  John  Mark  returned  to  J crujalem,  and  left  Paul 

and  Barnabas,  ver.  13. 

2 6  Q,  Where  were  the  next  remarkable  Labours  of 
Paul  and  Barnabas  ? 

A.  Paul  preached  in  the  Synagogue  of  the  Jews  at 
Antioch  in  Pijidia,  where  he  proved  Jefus  to  oe  tre 
promifed  Saviour,  and  publiftied  hi?  Death  and  Relur- 
redion,  and  Forgivenefs  of  Sins  through  his  Name,  Acts 
xiii.  14 — 41. 

27  What  Effed  had  Paul’s  Preaching  upon  the 
Inhabitants  oftha^  City? 

A.  Many  of  the  Jews,  filled  with  Envy,  contradided 
the  Words  of  Paul,  and  blafphemed  Chrift  ;  upon 
which  Paul  declared,  that  fince  the  Jews  rejeded  the 
Gofpel,  they  would  turn  to  the  Gentiles,  according  to 
the  Command  of  the  Lord,  <ver.  45 — 47.  , 

28  CL  Did  the  Gentiles  receive  the  Gofpel  there  ? 

A,  Many  of  them  believed  the  Word  of  the  Lord, 

which  feems  to  be  the  Hrft  very  remarkable  Converfton 
of  the  idolatrous  Gentiles  :  But  the  Jews  prevailed  fo  far 
as  to  drive  Paul  and  Barnabas  out  of  their  Coafts,  w  ho 
fhook  off  the  Duft  of  their  Feet  againft  them,  according 
to  the  Command  of  Chrift,  cver.  48' — 51.  Matt,  x  14. 

29  CL  Whither  did  Barnabas  and  Paul  travel  next  ? 

A  They  went  to  Iconium >  and  preached  the  Gofpel 

with  fome  Succefs  there,  both  among  the  Jews  and  Gen  ¬ 
tiles  ;  till  being  in  Danger  of  ftoning,  they  fled  to  Lyf- 
tra ,  A£ls  xiv.  1 — 6. 

30  What  remarkable  Occurrence  fell  out  at  Lyftra  ? 

A,  A  Man  that  was  born  a  Cripple,  hearing  Paul 

preach,  was  healed  by  Paul ,  and  he  leaped  and  walked, 
<ver.  8 — 10. 

31  Q.  How  did  this  Miracle  affed  the  People  ? 

A,  They  fuppofed  Barnabas  and  Paul  to  be  two  of 
their  Gods,  namely,  Jupiter  and  Mercury,  who  w’ere 
come  down  in  the  Likenefs  of  Men  ;  and  Barnabas  and 
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Paul  had  much  ado  to  hinder  the  People  from  offerinp 
sacrifice  to  them,  ver.  8 — 18.  4 

3  2  Qc  Did  the  People  continue  in  this  Mind  ? 

A.  They  were  fo  changeable,  that  by  the  Perfuafion. 
of  certain  wicked  Jews,  they  quickly  Honed  Paul,  and 
lot  him  for  dead,  ‘ver.  19. 

33  Qi,  How  did  Paul  efcape  thence  ? 

A.  When  his  Enemies  were  gone,  he  rofe  up  and  went 
with  Barnabas  through  many  Cities  where  they  had 
preached  the  Gofpel,  to  confirm  the  Difciples  ;  and  then 
they  returned  to  Antioch  in  Syria,  from  whence  they  had 
been  lent  forth,  and  recommended  to  the  Grace  of  God, 

W.  2C - 27. 

34  Q-  What  new  Troubles  arofe  while  they  were  at 

Antioch  ? 

A.  Some  Jewifti  Chriftians  coming  from  Judea , 
taught  the  Brethren  that  they  could  not  be  fared,  unlefs 
they  were  circumcifed,  and  kept  the  Law  of  Mofts,  Aft* 

XV.  I. 

35  Ql  How  was  this  Controverfy  determined  ? 

A.  Paul  and  Barn  ah  as  were  fent  to  Jerufalem  to  the 
Apoftles  and  Elders  about  this  Queftion,  *ver.  2. 

Note,  It  is  probable  that  at  this  Time  Paul  told  Peter , 
James  and  john ,  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Gofpel,  or 
the  freedom  from  all  Jewifh  Ceremonies,  which  he 
preached  to  the  Gentiles,  GaL  ii,  1—9,  and  which 
he  calls  his  Gofpel,  being  eminently  the  Apoftle  of 
the  Gentiles,  Gal.  ii,  and  1  Tim.  it.  7* 

3 6  Gb  How  did  the  Apoftles  and  Elders  decide  it  ? 

A.  Fir  ft,  Peter  declared  that  the  Gentiles  had  receiv¬ 
ed  the  Gofpel  from  his  Mouth,  as  well  as  the  Jews ;  and 
there  was  now  no  Difference  between  them,  fince  God 
had  declared  his  Acceptance  of  them  by  giving  them  th® 
Holy  Spirit,  and  that  without  Circumcifion.  Secondly, 
Barnabas  and  Paul  rehearfed  what  wondrous  Succefs 
God  had  given  to  their  Miniftry  among  the  Gentiles, 
and  what  Miracles  were  wrought  among  them  :  Then 
James  delivered  his  Opinion,  that  fince  the  Gentiles 
had  received  the  Gofpel,  as  it  was  foretold  by  the  Pro- 
phets,  they  fliould  not  be  burdened  with  Circumcifion 
and  other  Jevvilh.  Ceremonies :  upon  which,  at  laft,  the 

Apoftles 
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A  potties  and  Elders,  and  the  whole  Church,  Cent a  M  ef¬ 
face  to  Antioch,  and  other  Countries  thai  the  Gent  le 
Converts  were  not  bound  by  the  Jewiflt  Law.s '  Y“’  / 

the  Direftion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  required  them  a. 
that  Time  to  abftain  from  Meats  offered  to  Idols,  from 
eating  Blood,  from  Things  ft  r  angled,  and  from  Forme  a- 

37  Why  were  thefe  few  Things  fo  particularly  for¬ 
bid  to  the  Gentile  Converts  ? 

A.  Some  fuppofe  thefe  were  the  Things  always  for¬ 
bidden  to  the  jewilh  Profelytes  of  the  Gate.  See  Note 
on  Qu.  20.  And  that  it  would  have  given  too  much 
Offence  to  the  Jews,  as  well  as  to  thofe  Profelytes,  if 
the  Apoflles  had  not  required  the  Gentile  Converts  to 
obferve  thefe  Rules,  at  lead  for  the  prefent  Seafon. 

Note,  Fornication  was  a  Thing  always  unlawful  in  ltfelf, 
yet  here  o:htr  Things  are  joined  with  it  which  are  not 
jinful  in  their  own  Nature:  becaufe  the  eating  of 
Blood,  and  Things  offered  to  Idols,  were  frequently 
attended  with  Fornication  and  Impurity,  among  the 
Gentiles,  at  their  idolatrous  Feads and  therefore  this 
Sin  of  Fornication  is  exprefsly  forbidden  here,  to  out 
the  Chriflians  always  in  mind  of  the  Unlawfulness  of 
ii  ;  and  more  particularly,  becaufe  fome  profeiied 
Chriflians  in  that  A  ge  pretended  it  to  be  lawful,  fuch 
as  the  GnoJUcs,  tficolaitans,  &c. 

Abjtinence  from  1  kings  offered  to  Idols  feems  to  be  but 
a  temporary  Command,  for  particular  limes  and 
Places ;  fince  it  is  permitted  in  fome  Ca  es  by  the  A- 
pofUe,  namely,  where  it  gives  no  Offence,  1  Cor  x. 
i9—  3I.  And  Abfii nonce  from  Blood ,  not  being  in  it- 
felf  unlawful,  feems  to  Hand  on  the  fame  Foot:  For 
it  is  plain,  that  the  Reafon  given  againil  eating  Blood 
is,  becaufe  it  was  devoted  to  God  to  make  Atonement 
for  Sin,  Lev.  xvii.  10—14.  And  the  Blood  of  Beads 
flain  for  Food  was  to  be  poured  out  on  the  Ground, 
becaufe  the  Lifey  or  mod  noble  Part  of  the  Creature, 
was  contained  in  it ;  and  was  devoted  to  God,  as  a 
fort  of  Firfl- fruits,  to  fan&ify  the  red  for  the  Eaters 
Ufe.  But  now,  the  Blood  of  Chrid  having  made  full 
Atonement  for  Sin,  and  all  Sorts  of  Food  under  the 
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New  I  eftament  being  fanBified  to  the  Eater  by  the 

Zi  rt  frr7rr>  1  Tim-  1V'  3~5-  Blood  has  nei- 
ti,  r  L  thefe  Ufesoontmoed  ;  and  is  therefore  one  of 
thofe  Meats  wnich  may  be  eaten  with  Thank feminr 
though  it  was  forbidden  at  firft  for  a  Seafon,  toeether 
with  Meats  offered  to  Idols,  left  the  Jews  and  !rofe» 

Jytes  fliouid  take  Offence. 

■n  abash  Wil3C  WCre  t!lC  r‘eXt  TraveIs  of  Paul  and  Bar- 

A.  They  determined  to  vifit  their  Brethren  in  every 
City  where  they  had  preached  the  Gofpel ;  but  they- 
could  not  agree  about  taking  John  Mark  for  their  Affift- 

zPt:  °ecaute  Bad  left  them  before  in  the  Middle  of 
tneir  Work,  <ver.  36 — 38. 

39  Qc  How  was  this  Contention  ended  between  Bar - 
nab  as  and  Paul? 

A.  Barnabas  tcok  Mark,  and  failed  to  Cyprus;  Paul 
chofe  S Has,  (who  had  been  fent  with  them  from  Jerufa- 
lem  to  Antioch)  and  went  through  Syria  and  Cilicia 
confirming  the  Churches,  <ver.  39 _ , 

40  Q.  Where  did  Paul  meet  with  Timothy  ? 

A  He  was  a  young  Difcip'e  at  Lyjlra,  the  Son  of  a 
Jew-i (h  Woman,  and  Paul  took  him  for  their  Companion 
m  the  Miniftry  ;  and  they  travelled  through  many  Parts 
of  that  Country  which  is  now  called  the  Le/Jer  Aha,  Afts 

XVI.  1  —  8. 

Note,  Afia  is  a  large  Country,  one  quarter  of  the  World. 
The  Lefei  AJia  is  the  fame  with  Natolia ,  a  fquare 
Couiur/  between  the  Euxine  Sea  and  the  Mledit  erra.ne- 
an.  But  the  Ada  which  the  Scripture  fo  frequently 
fpeaks  of  in  the  Atfs,  feems  to  be  but  a  fmall  Part  of 
this  LeJJ'er  Afia, .including  only  Phrygia ,  Myfia,  Caria 
and  Ly biay  which  are  wailied  on  the  Welt  by  the 
AEgean  Sea  ;  and  where  the  famous  feven  Churches 
were.  Rev.  i.  u. 

41  Where  was  the  next  remarkable  Place  of  their 
Miniltry  ? 

A.  They  were  invited  to  Macedonia  by  a  Vifion,  and 
they  went  to  Philippi,  a  chief  City  of  that  Country,  and 

preached  there  with  fome  Succefs,  ver.  _ i 

Note,  Here  it  is  probable  that  Luke,  who  wrote  the  ABs 
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€f  the  Apcftles,  became  a  Companion  of  Paul,  becaufe 

from  this  Time  he  ules  the  Word  we  in  his  Hiftory. 

42  What  Miracle  was  wrought  there  ? 

A.  They  call  a  Devil  out  of  a  certain  young  Woman, 
who  brought  much  Gain  to  her  Mahers  by  foretelling 
Things  to  come,  ver.  16 — 18. 

43  How  did  her  Mahers  bear  it  when  they  faw 
their  Gains  were  gone  ? 

A.  They  brought  Paul  and  S lias  to  the  Magiflrates, 
and  charged  them  with  teaching  ftrange  Cuftoms  ;  where¬ 
upon  they  were  beaien  and  imprifoned,  and  their  Feet 
made  fait  in  the  Stocks,  <ver.  19 — 24. 

44  Q.  How  were  they  releafed  thence  ? 

A.  At  Midnight  Paul  and  Silas  prayed,  and  fang 
Praifes  to  God  ;  the  Prifon  was  fhaken  with  an  Earth¬ 
quake,  the  Doors  opened,  their  Bands  were  loofed  ;  up¬ 
on  which  the  Goaler  awaking,  was  going  to  kill  himfelf, 
fuppofing  the  Prifoners  had  been  fled,  ver.  25 — 27. 

45  How  was  this  Self-Murder  prevented  ? 

A.  Paul  and  Silas  ihewed  themfelves  as  his  Prifoners, 
preached  the  Gofpel  to  him ;  upon  which  he  believed, 
and  he  and  his  Houfe  were  baptized,  ver.  28 — 34, 

4 6  But  did  the  Magiflrates  then  difmifs  them  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  they  deiired  them  to  depart  when  they  knew 
they  were  Ro??ians ,  becaufe  they  had  beaten  and  impri¬ 
foned  them  unccndemned,  <ver.  3$ — 40. 

47  What  Trials  did  they  meet  with  at  ThejJ'aloni- 
ca  ? 

A  .  Many  Greeks  and  Jews  were  converted  there  ;  but 
the  unbelieving  jews  there  rofe  up  againll  them,  and  al- 
mofl:  in  every  City  where  they  came  ;  and  they  went  next 
to  Berea,  Ads  xvii.  ( —  to. 

43  Q._  What  was  ilie  wife  and  generous  Condud  of  the 

Bereans  P 

* 

A.  Ihey,  that  is,  the  Jews  of  Berea ,  fearched  the 
Scriptures  daily,  to  find  whether  Paul  and  Silas  taught 
the  i  ruth  ;  and  by  this  Pradice  many  of  them  were  led 
to  believe  in  Chrifl,  <vsr.  10 — 13. 

49  Qe  w^at  Manner  did  Paul  preach,  when  he 
came  to  Athens  P 

A.  ..lie  chfputeJ  with  the  Jews  in  their  Synagogues, 

with 
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with  the  devout  Perfons,  and  with  the  Heathen  Philo fo- 
phers  in  the  Market-Place  ;  and  on  Mars’s  Hill  he  took 
Occalion  to  preach  the  true  God  to  the  People  from  an 
-Altar  he  found,  infcribed.  To  the  Unknown  God ,  ver. 
16—30. 

50  Q.  But  did  he  not  alfo  preach  Jefus  Chrift:  and 
the  Gofpel  ? 

A.  Yes;  by  preaching  Natural  Religion firft,  he  led 
them  by  Degrees  to  the  Do&rine  of  Chrift,  and  allured 
them  that  jefus  Chrift  was  appointed  to  be  the  Judge  of 
the  World,  and  that  God  had  raifed  him  from  the  dead, 
as  a  fare  Token  of  it,  <ver.  30.  31. 

51  What  Employment  had  Paul  at  Corinth  ? 

A.  He  there  met  with  Aquila ,  a  believing  Jew,  with 
his  Wife  Pr  if  cilia ,  and  wrought  with  him  at  his  Trade, 
for  they  were  both  Tent-makers ;  but  he  preached  in  the 
Jewifh  Synagogue  every  Sabbath,  Ads  xviii.  1 — 4. 

52  Gf  What  EfFedthad  his  Preaching  there  ? 

A.  He  continued  there  by  Orders  received  from  Chrift 
in  a  Vifion  a  Year  and  fix  Months  ;  and  fome  Jews  and 
many  Gentiles  believed  and  were  baptized,  wr.  5 — 11. 
5  3  5!  What  Perfecution  did  he  meet  with  there  ? 

A.  The  Jews  brought  him  before  Gallio  the  Deputy 
Governor,  but  he  wifely  refufed  to  take  Cognizance  of 
any  of  their  Controverfies  about  Religion,  unlefs  they 
could  have  charged  him  with  fome  Wickednefs  or  Injus¬ 
tice,  <ver.  12 — 1 6. 

Note  1,  Though  Paul  found  fuch  great  and  remarkable 
Succefs  in  his  Miniftry  among  the  Gorinthians ,  yet  by 
the  Means  of  fome  falfe  Brethren,  and  fome  ambitious 
Pretenders  to  Apoftlelhip,  there  were  fuch  Fadtions 
and  Contentions  raifed  in  this  Church,  that  coft  him 
much  Sorrow  of  Heart:  And  this  was  increafed  by  the 
irregular  Lives  and  immoral  Pradtices  of  fome  of  his 
Converts  there,  which  occafioned  his  writing  two  large 
and  excellent  Epiftles  to  them. 

Note  2,  Jt  is  thought  mod  probable  that  Paul,  who  went 
from  Corinth  to  Cenchrea ,  and  to  Ephefus ,  left  Aquila 
and  Pr  if  cilia  at  Ephefus ,  where  they  inftrudted  Apcllost 
a  fervent  Preacher,  a  Difciple  of  John  Baptift,  in  the 
Gofpel  of  Chrift  ;  But  that  Paul  himfelf  went  to  Jeru- 
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falem  to  the  Feafl,  and  returned  to  Ephefus  again  be¬ 
fore  Aquila  went  thence,  and  before  his  great  Succefs 

at  Ephefus  began  ;  which  is  related  in  the  very  next 

Chapter,  namely,  the  xixth. 

54-  When  Paul  came  to  Ephefus ,  what  remarkable 
Occurrences  did  he  meet  with  there  ? 

A.  He  found  fome  Perfons  who  were  baptized  only 
unto  Johns  Baptifm,  and  he  preached  jefus  Cnrift  to 
them,  and  they  believed,  and  were  baptized  in  the  Name 
of  Chrift  ;  and  when  Paul  laid  his  Hands  on  them,  they 
received  the  Holy  Ghod,  and  fpake  with  Tongues,  Atts 
xix.  1—7. 

55  How  did  he  perform  the  reft  of  his  Minidry 
there  ? 

A.  Three  Months  he  preached  the  Gofpel  in  thejew- 
ifh  Synagogue  ;  but  when  the  Jews  were  hardened  againd 
him,  he  taught  the  fime  Gofpel  in  the  School  of  one  7 y- 
r annus  for  near  t  wo  Years,  and  healed  many  Difeafes, 
and  cad  out  evil  Spirits,  ver.  8 — iz 

57  £0  Was  he  not  perfecuted  by  the  Heathens  in  this 
Place  ? 

A.  When  Demetrius  a  Silverfmith,  who  made  Silver 
Shrines  for  the  Goddefs  Diana,  (whofe  famous  Temple 
flood  at  Ephefus )  found  that  the  Worfhio  of  the  Goddefs 
declined  through  Paul's  Preaching,  he  ftirred  up  the  Men 
of  his  Trade,  and  by  them  a  Multitude  of  People  were 
raifed  againd  Paul ,  fo  that  he  was  in  danger  of  his  Life, 
ver.  24 — 2  9. 

58  How  did  he  efcape  here  ? 

A.  The  Town  Clerk  finding  fuch  a  rude  Tumult,  with 
foft  Words  compofed  and  quieted  them,  and  bid  Deme¬ 
trius  go  fairly  to  Law,  if  any  Man  had  injured  him,  <ver. 
29—41.  The  Uproar  being  thus  compofed,  Paul  took 
hts  Leave  of  the  Difciples,  and  after  feveral  fhort  Journies 
and  Labours  in  the  Gofpel  in  thofe  Parts  he  came  to  Tro¬ 
ts,  Atts  xx.  1 — 6. 

59  Was  there  any  Thing  of  Importance  fell  out  in 
the  fev<  n  Days  while  Paul  tarried  at  Troas  ? 

A.  Paul  preached  and  broke  Bread  on  the  fird  Day  of 
the  Week,  and  continuing  his  Speech  till  Midnight,  a 
young  Man  named  Eutjchus  dept  and  fell  down  from  the 
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third  Story,  and  was  taken  up  dead,  Ads  xx.  6—9. 

60  How  was  the  young  Man  recovered  ? 

A .  Paul  fell  on  him  and  embraced  him,  and  brought 
Mm  alive  before  them,  wr.  10—12. 

61  What  Exhortation  did  Paul  give  at  Miletus  ? 

A.  He  fent  to  Ephefus ,  and  called  the  Elders  of  the 

Church,  made  a  moll  affectionate  Difcourfe  to  them ;  bid 
them  Take  heed  to  themf elves,  and  to  the  Church  of  God, 
which  he  l>ad  pur  chafed  with  his  own  Blood ;  warned 
them  of  grievous  Wolves  that  fhould  enter  into  the  Flock, 
encouraged  them  to  perfevere  in  Faith  and  Flolinefs,  and 
recommended  them  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace, 
wer>  17 — 35. 

62  Whither  did  Paul  travel  next  ? 

A.  He  haffened  to  Jerufalem  by  many  journies,  and 
Voyages,  travelling  through  feveral  Cities,  though  he 
was  diffuaded  from  it  by  many  Difciples  ;  and  was  par¬ 
ticularly  told  by  Agabus ,  a  Chriftian  Prophet,  that  he 
fhould  be  bound  at  J erufalem,  and  delivered  into  the 
Hinds  of  the  Gentiles,  Ads  xx.  16.  and  xxi.  1  —  15. 

63  ^  In  what  Manner  did  Agabus  deliver  this  Pro¬ 
phecy  ? 

A.  He  bound  his  own  Hands  and  Feet  with  Paid's 
Girdle,  and  faid,  Thus  faith  the  Holy  Spirit ,  fo  Jhall  the 
Jews  at  Jerufalem  bind  the  Man  that  owns  this  Girdle, 
ver.  11. 

64  What  was  the  noble  Speech  and  Refolution  of 
Paul  on  this  Occafion  ? 

A.  When  the  Brethren  wept  at  the  Thoughts  of  his 
Sufferings,  he  anfvvered,  What  mean  ye,  to  weep  and  te 
break  my  Heart  ?  For  I  am  ready  not  to  be  bound  only,  but 
to  die  at  Jerufalem  for  the  Name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  Adis 
xxi.  j  z,  1 3. 

65  What  was  the  frit  Thing  he  did  when  he  came 
to  Jerufalem  ? 

A.  He  went  to  James  the  Apoflle,  and  to  the  Elders, 
and  declared  what  God  had  wrought  by  his  Miniftry  a- 
mong  the  Gentiles,  Ads  xxi.  17 — 20. 

Note,  Here  he  now  publifiied  freely  to  the  whole  Church 

his  Succefs  among  Idolaters,  which  he  had  communi¬ 
cated  only  before  privately,  and  to  a  few.  Gal.  ii.  2. 

66  hL  Whit  Advice  did  the  Elders  at  Jerufalem  give 

him  ?  A.  They 
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A.  They  advifed  him  to  fnave  and  purify  himfelf  by 
an  Offering,  after  the  Manner  of  the  Jews,  who  had  the 
Vow  of  the  Nazar ite  upon  them.  Numb.  vi.  that  he 
might  not  be  fufpeded  of  difobeying  the  Jewifti  Law, 
either  by  the  believing  or  unbelieving  Jews,  who  were 
all  zealous  for  it,  <ver.  20 — 25. 

Note ,  This  Compliance  of  St.  Paul  being  recommended 
to  him  by  one  Apoftle,  namely,  James ,  and  by  the 
Elders  at  Jerufalem ,  Arts  xxi.  iS,  20,  &c.  and  being 
put  in  practice  by  himfelf,  who  was,  perhaps,  the 
chief  of  the  Apoftles,  we  cannot  reafonably  fuppofe 
it  finful  or  blame- worthy,  efpecialiy  fince  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  paffes  no  Cenfure  on  it :  And  yet  mull  we  not  fay 
the  religious  Ceremonies  of  the  Jews,  and  particular¬ 
ly  all  the  Sin  offerings,  (fuch  as  this  was.  Numb,  vi, 
14.)  were  abolilhed  by  the  great  Sacrifice  of  Chrift, 
and  the  Introduction  of  Chrillianity  by  the  Holy 
Ghoftat  Pentecoft?  In  order  therefore  to  vindicate 
this  Pradice  of  St.  Paul ,  we  may  confider  the  Jewifti 
Ceremonies  under  a  twolold  Afped ;  1.  As  they  were 
Part  of  their  National  Laws,  under  God  as  their  King ; 
and,  2.  As  Part  of  their  Religious  Worfhip  paid  to 
him  as  their  God.  Now  the  Jewifti  State  being  not 
yet  deilroyed,  may  we  not  luppofe  that  St.  Paul 
might  comply  with  thefe  Pradices  as  a  Part  of  the  na¬ 
tional  Jewilh.  Laws,  rather  than  as  a  religious  Wor- 
fhip  ?  for  he  every  where  declared  the  Gentiles  to  be 
free  from  them. 

Or,  if  we  confider  thefe  Ceremonies  only  in  their  re¬ 
ligious' Defign  ,  may  we  not  fuppofe,  that  from  the 
Death  of  Chrift,  which  was  the  fubilantial  Sacrifice, 
thefe  Shadows  fo  far  vanilhed,  that  they  ceafed  to  be 
neceffary,  but  were  left,  for  a  Seafon,  as  indifferent 
Things  to  the  Jews,  Which,  as  the  Apoftle  expreffes, 
Heb.  viii.  13.  were  decaying ,  and  waxing  old,  and 
ready  to  ajanijh  away  ?  May  we  not  fuppofe  the  di¬ 
vine  Indulgence  of  them  for  a  Seafon,  bccaufe  of  the 
Weaknefs  of  Mankind,  who  cannot  eafiiy  bear  a  uni- 
verfal  Change  of  their  ancient  Cuftoms  all  at  once  ? 
and  for  this  Reafon,  left  the  Jews  fliould  take  too  great 
Offence,  St.  Paul  took  Timothy  and  circumcifed  him, 
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in  order  to  make  him  a  Preacher,  fince  his  Mother  wa3 
a  Jewels,  Adis  xvi.  i,  3,  this  being  a  lawful  thing  to 
him,  though  not  neceflary.  At  the  fame  Time  he 
would  not  have  Titus  circumcifed,  becaufe  he  was  a 
Gentile,  and  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Jewilh 
Law,  Gal  ii  3.  And  the  fame  Apoftle  being  a  Jew, 
for  the  fame  Reafon  might  comply  with  the  Jewifti 
Rites  of  fhaving  his  Head,  and  facrificing,  as  things 
left  indifferent  to  the  Jews  fora  Seafon,  by  the  Will  of 
God,  in  Compliance  with  the  Weaknefs  of  Man. 

67  Hid  this  piece  of  Compliance  fecure  Paul  from 
the  Perfecution  of  the  Jews  ? 

A.  The  unbelieving  Jews  had  fuch  a  rooted  Hatred 
again  ft  him  for  his  Zeal  and  Succefs  in  preaching  up 
C’hriftianity,  that  they  feized  him  under  pretence  of  his 
having  brought  Greeks  into  the  Temple,  though  it  was 
not  true  ;  and  they  were  ready  to  tear  him  to  pieces,  till 
the  chief  Captain  refcued  him,  and  gave  him  leave  to 

give  an  Account  of  himfelf  to  the  Multitude,  <ver.  27 _ 

40. 

68  What  Defence  did  Paul  then  make  ? 

A.  He  gave  them  the  Hiftory  of  his  being  a  Jew  by 
Birth,  and  brought  up  at  the  Feet  of  Gamaliel ,  in  jeru- 
falem  ;  of  his  former  Zeal  againft  Chrift,  his  being 
ilruck  down  to  the  Ground  on  the  Road,  and  called  to 
from  Heaven  by  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  alfo  of  his  Vifion  of 
Chrift  in  the  Temple,  fending  him  to  preach  the  Gofpel 
to  the  Gentiles,  Adis  xxii.  1 — 21. 

69  How  did  the  Jews  bear  this  Speech  ? 

A.  When  he  fpake  of  being  fient  to  the  Gentiles ,  they 
lifted  up  their  Voices  and  laid  Away  with  Juch  a  Fellow, 
from  the  Earthy  for  it  is  not  fit  that  he  Jhould  live,  ver. 
22. 

70  Q.  How  was  he  fecured  from  their  Rage? 

A.  The  chief  Captain  again  feized  him,  and  brought 
him  into  the  Caftle,'  and  the  next  Day  he  ordered  the 
Chief  Priefts  and  the  Council  to  appear,  that  Paul  might 
give  an  Account  of  himfelf  to  them,  <ver.  24 — 30. 

71  How  did  Paul  plead  his  own  Caufe  here  before 
fche  Council  ? 

A,  He  found  one  Part  was  Sadducees,  who  denied  the 

Refurreftion 
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Refurreftion,  and  the  other  Part  Pharifces,  who  believed 
it ;  and  therefore  he  artfully,  and  yet  truly  declared.  It 
■is  for  the  Hcpe  of  the  Refurrediion  of  the  Dead  I  am  called 
in  queftion  :  for  indeed  the  Reiurre&ion  of  Chrift  from 
the  Dead,  and  our  Refurrettion  by  him,  were  fome  of 
the  greatefl  Articles  of  the  Chrifiian  Faith,  and  that 
which  Paul  preached,  Adis  xxxiii.  6,  7, 

72  Q_  What  Effeft  had  this  upon  the  Council  ? 

A.  They  fell  into  Contention  among  themfelves,  and 
the  Pharifees  faid,  they  found  no  Evil  in  him  ;  and  again 
the  chief  Captain  fecured  him  in  the  Caflle,  ver.  9,  10 

73  Qi,  What  particular  Encouragement  had  Paulfromr 
Heaven  under  thefe  Sufferings  ? 

^  A.  It  was  this  Night  that  the  Lord  Jefus  appeared  to 
him  and  faid.  Be  of  good  Cheer ,  Paul ,  for  as  thou  haf 
ieftified  of  me  in  Jerufalem ,  fo  mud  thou  bear  vuitnefs  a/fo 
at  Rome ,  Adis  xxiii.  11. 

74  Ql  What  was  the  next  Danger  he  was  expofed  to  ? 
A,  More  than  forty  Jews  had  bound  themfelves  under 

a  great  Curie,  not  to  eat  till  they  had  killed  Paul ,  and 
therefore  they  perfuaded  the  chief  Priefts  and  Elders  to 
defire  that  he  might  once  again  be  brought  before  them, 
ver,  12 — 15, 

75  Ql  By  what  Means  did  the  Providence  of  God  fe- 
cure  Paul  from  this  Conspiracy  ? 

A.  Claudius  Lyjias,  the  chief  Captain,  having  private 
Notice  of  this  Confpiracy  from  Paul’s  Nephe  w,  Sent  him 
to  Cefarea ,  to  Felix  the  Governor  of  Judea,  by  Night, 
with  a  Guard  of  almoft  five  hundred  Men,  ver .  16 _ 35! 

76  What  was  the  next  hep  taken  by  the  High* 
Priefts  and  Elders  to  condemn  Paul,  and  how  did  Paul 
defend  himfelf  ? 

A.  They  went  down  to  Cefarea,  and  laid  their  Accu¬ 
sation  before  Felix :  But  Paul  defended  himfelf  by  de¬ 
claring,  he  believed  the  Lanjj  and  the  Prophet s  y  nor  was 
he  guilty  of  profaning  the  Temple,  or  raifmg  a  Tumult, 

nor  of  any  Thing  of  which  they  accufed  him,  Adis  xxiv. 
1—21. 

77  Qc  What  did  Felix  determine  concerning  him  ? 

A,  Felix  only  kept  him  as  a  Pr/Toner  ;  for  he  Saw  no 
Reafon  to  condemn  him  ;  and  often  difeourfed  with  him, 
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hoping  that  Paul  or  his  Friends  would  give  him  a  good 
Bribe  for  a Releafe,  uer.  22 — 28. 

78  Had  Paul's  Difcourfes  any  good  Effect  upon 

Felix  ? 

A.  Once,  as  he  fpoke  concerning  Faith  in  Chrifl ,  and 
rex  foiled  of  Right eoufn efts,  Temperance,  and  Judgment  to 
come,  Felix  trembled,  and  bid  Paul  retire  till  he  had  a 
more  convenient  Seafonto  hear  hi;n  further,  <uer%  24,  25, 
But  he  kept  him  Prifoner  hill  to  pleafe  the  Jews,  <ver. 

y 

79  Did  the  High-Priefts  and  Elders  entirely  drop 
th  air  Accufations  againfl  Paul  ? 

A.  Two  Years  after  this,  Feftus  was  made  Governor 
in  the  room  of  Felix,  and  the  Jews  went  to  Cefarea  and 
laid  grievous  Complaints  againfl  him.  Ads  xxiv..  27. 
and  xxv.  2. 

80  How  did  Paul  come  off  before  Feftus? 

A.  He  utterly  denied  the  Charge  of  the  Jews :  and 
when  Feftus  would  have  had  him  go  up  to  Je.ru/alem  to 
be  judged  of  thefe  Matters,  as  the  Jews  defired,  in  hopes 
to  kill  him  by  the  Way  ;  Paul  told  Feftus ,  that  he  knew 
very  w  ell  he  had  done  the  Jews  no  wrong,  that  no  Man 
ought  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  Hands  of  the  Jews,  and 
therefore  he  appealed  to  C  re  far,  ver.  9—  1 2. 

81  Q.  WhatOccafion  had  Paul  then  to  plead  his  Caufe 
again  before  Agrippa ,  who  v/as  the  King  of  Galilee  ? 

A,  Agrippa,  with  his  Siller  Bernice,  came  to  make  a 
Vifit  to  Feftus  ;  upon  which  Feftus,  among  other  Con- 
verfation,  informed  him  that  he  was  going  to  fend  Paul 
the  Prifoner  to  Cafar  upon  his  Appeal,  and  he  would 
fain  fend  to  Ctefar  a  more  particular  Acccunt  of  the  Cafe ; 
upon  wrhich  Agrippa  defired  to  hear  Paul  hlmfeif,  ver* 

J3 — ^7- 

8 2  What  was  the  Subfiance  of  Paul's  Speech  to 
Agrippa  ? 

A.  Paul  knew  that  Agrippa  was  acquainted  with  the 
Laws  and  Culloms  of  the  Jews,  and  therefore  he  related 
before  him  in  brief  the  Hiilory  of  of  his  younger  Life,  as 
a  Pharifee  ;  his  Hatred  of  the  Chriflians  ;  his  being  cal¬ 
led  by  Jefus  Chrifl  from  Heaven,  when  he  was  on  the 
Road  to  Damafcus and  his  preaching  the  Reiurre&ion 
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of  Chrift  and  his  Gofpel  ever  fince  ;  which  he  maintained 
to  be  all  agreeable  to  Mofes  and  the  Prophets,  Ads  xxvi. 
1 — 23. 

83  What  Influence  had  this  Speech  upon  Agrippa? 

A.  Paul  addrelfed  King  Agrippa  in  fo  agreeable  a 

Manner,  that  Agrippa  declared  that  he  was  almojl  perfuad- 
ed  ts  be  a  Chrijlian  ;  and  that  Paul  had  done  nothing 
worthy  of  Death,  or  of  Bonds;  and  that  he  might  have 
been  fet  at  liberty,  if  he  had  not  appealed  to  Casfar, 
ver,  26 — 32. 

84  How  was  Paul  fent  to  C<rfar  at  Rome  ? 

A.  He  was  fent  thither  by  Sea,  with  feveral  o<her  Pri- 
fcners,  and  Soldiers  to  guard  them  :  They  had  a  Voyage 
of  the  utmoll  Danger,  through  Storms  and  dark  Weather, 
which  Paul  forefaw,  and  warned  the  Sailors  of  it.  They 
were  at  laft  fhipwrecked,  but  all  efcaped  fafe  to  Land,  as 
Paul  had  allured  them  by  a  Villon  of  an  Angel.  The 
Name  of  the  Illand  was  called  Melita ,  now  Malta ,  A£ts 
xxvii. 

85  Q.  Was  there  any  remarkable  Occurrence  fell  out 
there  ? 

A.  The  Rain  and  the  Cold  made  them  kindle  a  Fire, 
and  there  came  a  Viper  from  among  the  Sticks  and  fatten¬ 
ed  on  Paul's  Hand ;  but  he  fhook  it  off,  and  felt  no  harm. 
Ads  xxviii.  1 — 3. 

86  What  did  the  barbarous  People  of  the  Illand 
think  of  this  when  they  faw  it  ? 

A.  They  thought  at  lirft  this  Man  was  a  Murderer, 
and  Vengeance  purfucd  him  at  Land,  though  he  had  ef¬ 
caped  the  Sea  :  But  when  they  faw  him  lhake  off  the  Vi¬ 
per,  and  no  harm  come  to  him,  they  changed  their  Minds, 
and  faid  he  was  a  God,  ver.  4 — 6. 

87  Q.  What  Entertainment  did  they  meet  with  upon 
the  Illand  ? 

A*  1  ubhus,  the  chief  Ivlan  there,  lodged  him  three 
Days ;  P aul  prayed  and  healed  his  Father  of  a  Bloody- 
Fiux^  by  laying  on  his  Hands,  upon  which  many  other 
diieafed  Perlons  came  and  were  healed,  ver.  7 _ 9. 

88  How  long  did  they  tarry  there  ? 

A.  They  tarried  three  Months,  becaufe  it  was  Winter, 
and  then  failed  again,  and  landed  in  Italy,  and  travelled 
towards  Rome,  ver.  11 — 13. 
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89(5^  How  was  Paul  difpofed  of  when  he  came  into 
the  City  ? 

A.  He  was  fuffered  to  dwell  by  himfelf  with  a  Soldier 
that  kept  him,  <■ ver .  16. 

90  What  was  Paul's  firft  Work  when  he  came  to 

Rome  ? 

A.  In  three  Days  Time  he  fent  for  the  Chief  of  the 
Jews  that  were  in  the  City,  and  excufed  himfelf  to  them 
that  he  was  conftrained  to  appeal  unto  Cffar  ;  and  after¬ 
wards,  on  a  Day  appointed,  he  preached  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrift  to  them  out  of  the  Law  of  Mofes  and  the  Prophets, 
ver.  17 — 23. 

9 1  What  EfFeft  had  this  Sermon  of  Paul  on  the 
Jews  at  Rome  ? 

A.  They  were  much  divided  ;  fome  believed  the  Gof¬ 
pel,  and  others  oppofed  it :  upon  which  Paul  anfwered, 
that  the  Salvation  of  God  is  fent  to  the  Gentiles ,  and  they 
nvill  hear  it,  ver.  24,  28. 

92  Q.  How  long  did  Paul  continue  there  ? 

A.  He  dwelt  two  whole  Years  in  his  own  hired  Houfe, 
and  preached  the  Things  concerning  Chrift  to  all  that 
would  come  to  hear  him,  ver.  29-7-31. 

Note,  Here  ends  the  Hiftory  of  the  Book  of  Scripture, 

called  the  Adis  of  the  Apojlles.  What  remains  is  col¬ 
lected  from  the  Epiftles  of  Paul . 

93  Since  feveral  of  the  Epiftles  of  Paul  are  faid  to 

be  written  from  Rome,  which  are  thofe  which  lie  is  fup- 
pofed  to  write  at  this  Time  ?  * 

A.  Thofe  to  the  Philippians,  Ephefians ,  Coll  off ans, 
and  to  Philemon  ;  and  he  tells  them  he  fhall  foon  come  to 
them  ;  and  about  this  Time  his  Bonds  were  manifeft  in 
all  the  Place,  having  continued  there  fo  long,  Phil,  i, 
13,  26.  Eph.  vi.  30.  Col.  iv.  18.  Philem.  9,  22. 

94^.  When  he  was  releafed  from  Prifon  at  Rome, 
whither  did  he  go  ? 

A.  Into  feveral  Countries  both  of  Europe  and  A  fa, 
preaching  the  Gofpel,  and  confirming  the  Chriflian  Con¬ 
verts.  j 

93  Who  attended  and  affifted  him  in  his  Miniflry 
and  his  Travels  ? 

A.  Sometimes  Ty chi cits,  or  Timothy;  fometimes  Titus , 
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Dernas,  or  Luke ,  Silas,  or  Trophimus,  whom  he  left  Tick 
at  Miletum  when  he  went  again  to  Rome.  See  2  Tim.  iv. 
10 - 12. 

96  What  became  of  him  when  he  came  the  fecond 
Time  to  Rome ? 

1  •  was  caft  into  clofe  Prifon,  and  when  he  made 

his  hril  Defence  all  Men  forfook  him ;  and  Alexander 

trie  Copper- fmith  did  him  much  hurt,  1  Tim.  iv.  1,— 
10.  ^ 

97  Did  he  finifti  his  Life  and  Labours  here  ? 

A.  He  now  tells  Timothy y  that  the  Time  of  his  Depar¬ 
ture  zs  at  Hand,  and  he  was  juft  ready  to  be  offered  up 
when  he  wrote  the  fecond  Epiftle  to  him  from  Rome,  2 
1  im.  iv.  6.  And  when  he  had  both  laboured  and  fuffer- 
ed  more  than  any  of  the  Apoftles,  as  he  himfelf  had  told 
us,  1  Cor.  xv.  10.  2  Cor .  xi.  23,  fcfr.  he  was  beheaded 
as  a  Martyr  for  Chnft,  under  the  Reign  of  Nero,  Empe¬ 
ror  of  Rome,  as  the  ancient  Hiftorians  inform  us. 

Mr  Deftgn  in  writing  this  Summary  of  Scripture 

2  7’  fn  f^l'en  «»*  ^fwer,  was  chiefly  Z 

the  eajier  InJlruBion  of  the  younger  Part  of  Mankind,  W 

°t  fo  much  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Learned ,•  for 

which  Rea fon  I  have  not  been  felicitous  to  trace  out,  with 

«  critical  and  chronological  Accuracy,  every  flep  of  the 

taui  S  of  aul ;  nor  relate  how  often  he  went  to  [erufa- 

m,  and  to  other  Cities,  in  repeated  Voyages  and  Jour - 

lies  ,  but  only  to  point  out  his  mojl  remarkable  Travels 

ut  °Un  T  SufferinSs-  -A  more  exaa  Account  is  drawn 
up  with  great  Labour  and  Skill,  by  a  learned  Writer 
in  his  Book  entitled,  Mifcellanea  Sacra,  Vol.  1.  to  which 

Tut1"  ^  "h°  defm  “fullcr  ^formation  of  this 

The  principal  Thing  I  had  in  view,  from  the  Benin 
ning  to  the  End  of  this  Work,  was  to  Jet  down  fomeoftt 

Zrd’eTeIa ?  ^  ^  ^  imt°rtant  of  Fall  L 

tht  7-  am°nSfi  ™hkh  1  have  chofen  out 

,  ofe  which  would  be  moft  entertaining  to  younger  Minds 

and  would  make  the  deepefi  and  moft  tailing  Implefo,,  ' 

ibm.’  -  ^ould  lead  theJ intVa  iuZeZ/Z 

r‘W  and  ^tttlderful  Tranfaaions  of  the  Providing aid 
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Grace  of  God  among  Men  ;  the  fuceefjpve  and  gradual  Dij - 
coteries  of  the  Will  of  God  to  Men  ;  the  different  Forms 
of  Religion  in  dif event  Ages  of  Mankind  ;  the  Rules  of 
Duty  toward  God  and  toward  one  another  ;  together  with 
an  Account  of  their  Obedience  or  Difobedience  to  him,  with 
their  Bleffngs  and  their  Punifhments ,  their  Affiidlions , 
Trials,  and  Deliverances,  and  that  from  the  Beginning 
tf  the  World  to  the  promulgation  of  the  Gofpel  by  the  Apof- 
tles  in  the  firft  Age  of  the  C  hr  if  i  an  Church  :  And  this  is 
4e s  far  as  the  Hijicry  of  the  Scripture  reaches. 
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